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The Founders

The Black Women's Collective (BWC) in Toronto started in
1986 and was active until 1989. The tight-knit group was
composed of around a dozen members that worked to
address the racism and sexism they faced as Black women.
The BWC also challenged homophobia and welcomed
many Black women who were part of the 2SLGBTQIA+
community into the group. This intersectional approach
put them at the forefront of activism in Toronto.

Some of the founding members were:
Carol Ann Allain
Linda Carty
Grace Channer
Dionne Falconer
Carol Camper
Faith Nolan
Angela Robertson
Leleti Tamu Russell




Irfersecteondiliy

The Black Women's Collective represented a unique space for Black
2SLGBTQIA+ women to find community and take action without having to
suppress or negotiate their identities. The BWC was committed to
addressing the intersections of race, class, sexuality, gender in politics.
Many members of the BWC were part of the 2SLGBTQIA+ community and
advocated for their representation within Black women's and Black

liberation movements.

é Membership Criteria: //\ A

I, The collective is open to any Black wornan lgsbian or straight, who wishesto

works to carry out the aims of the collectiwa be aware and
respect that mernbers of the BWC are both lesbi ‘osexual.

2. Candidates should believe, understand and practice the aims and objectives of
BWC.

3. Candidate should have some political understanding or be prepared to undertake
political study through collective meetings, reading and workshops.

4. BWC members may be expelled because of basic disagresment/violation of the The images pictured left
mandate, responsiblities, duties and rules of the BWC. and below are excerpts

5. All members will be notified in advance and every effort will be made before from The Black Women's
action is taken. Collective's Constitution

. Members can appeal to the membership committee and collective for (March 1988). see the full
reinstatement. document online at

6
7. Failure to live up to manifesto BWC means a failure to renew annual Riselpl Feminist

: Archives.
membership. 0
" Lesbian Oppression/Homophobia /Heterosexism Ny

In the excerpts of the Lesbian oppression and the resulting homophobia in the society is based on the telief
P and myth that sexual intercourse should only take place between men and women and
. BWC C? ASEIEUtion ) under no other circumstances. More than a belief or myth it is an established rule
pictured right, there is used to control sexualty, in order to control society and most importantly to control
specific consideration of the production of wealth. Heterosexuality is enforced in the society as the "natural

way to be" so that menand wornen can keep producing labourers for production.

2SLGBTQIA+ members of Lesbians are seen as a threat to this since it is assumed that they do not want to produce
the collective. In the children. Lesbians are also seen as a threat because by their lesbian orientation they

challenge to an extreme degree the stereotype of women as weak and dependent on

discussion of flesbian men and they they therefore challenge one of the underlying principles of economic

oppression/homophobia/ exploitation, the sexual division of labour. Sanctions are therefore applied against
heterosexism," the BWC lesbians by both church and state which allow lesbians to be physically attacked, hated
. and feared through invoking “god's order” in the case of church and a denial of civil
worked to describe the vightin the case of state.
added discrimination Lesbians loose jobs and housing if they do not act straight, they are not accorded

benefits which they pay for such as medical insurance or pensions when they live as
couples. The everyday act of walking down the street as lovers which is a freedom for
the 2SLGBTQIA+ straight people is prohibited for lesbians since they are likely to meet with violence
from the state as well as ordinary people.
Civil right for lesbians and gays must be struggled for - "not the church, not the state”
\ worren /people can be gay or straight.

faced by Black women in

community.



https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/activism/organizations/black-womens-collective/blackwomenscollective-1988-constitution-2/
https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/activism/organizations/black-womens-collective/blackwomenscollective-1988-constitution-2/

Aues & Obpectives

The Aims and Objectives of the Toronto Black Women's Collective

. to participate politically in the struggle to end the oppressions of sexism, racisim
racialism, homophobia, ageism, class exploitation, capitalism and imperialism

. to work to eradicate ideas and practices of sexism, sexual sterotyping, class
exploitation, white supremacy, homophobia and imperialism

. Yo planand hold protests, educationals, events and carnpaigns against such

oppressions

. to work in solidarity with other progressive women's groups and progressive ;

groups in the struggle to end these oppressions
. to encourage other Black wormen to become active in the struggle for wornen's
liberation, Black liberation and the liberation of all oppressed and exploited

vorking peoples

. to produce propaganda for spreading the word in these efforts

. to advocate and work toward changing the power relations in the society in which
we live, recognizing that gaining power does not mean exchanging places with the
establishrment but striving toward an equal and just society for all human beings on

the planet

This image is an excerpt from The Black Women's Collective Constitution (March 1988).
See the full document online at RiseUp! Feminist Archives.

The BWC focused on a variety of important social justice issues, and in

addition to actively trying to change Canadian society, they also acted

as an important place of community for Black women. BWC members,
Leleti Tamu Russell, Dionne Falconer, and Angela Robertson have since
reflected upon their time with the collective as one of growth and

friendship.

FALCONER:

"The collective, for me,
was also friendship.
Friendship, love, caring.
Some of the women
from the collective have
been my friends for
most of my life."

ROBERTSON:
"The BWC really
encouraged me to
continue to be a
noisemaker."

TAMU RUSSELL:

"At that age, its about finding
place and contributing to the
struggle. | was doing things I'd
never done before - learn how to
give a speech at a rally, learn
how to get ready to picket.
These are things that | was
learning: concrete survival skills
about struggle."



https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/activism/organizations/black-womens-collective/blackwomenscollective-1988-constitution-2/

Colly T Fletior

In 1989, the BWC collaborated with the Coalition of Visible Minority
Women and the Toronto Chapter of the Congress of Black Women
to focus International Women's Day (IWD) activities on the theme
of "women and poverty." Their joint proposal submitted to the
March 8th Coalition of IWD focused on issues such as shelter,
daycare, housing, and welfare affecting women in poverty.

In a speech delivered on International Women's Day, BWC
member, Angela Robertson, highlighted the BWC's focus on
intersectional feminism...

.

ROBERTSON: "This is a great moment of challenge for the
women's movement in this city and this country. We
stand at a major cross-road between crisis and
opportunity. There are many things which divide this
movement. Over the last several years, racism in
particular has hindered the critical progress of the
movement. What it has shown is that we cannot move
unless all women move together. In order to do so we
must build a truly representative movement. Poor
women! Working class women! Native women! Black
women! South Asian women! Chinese women! Latina
women! White women! Lesbians! — We must rise up.
Now is the time to rise up and overturn this oppressive
system. Now is the time to rise up and unite toward

social equality."

—




The BWC stood against police
brutality and condemned the illegal
shootings of Black folks in Canada
alongside other Black Liberation
groups, such as the Black Action
Defence Committee (BADC).

The BWC formed the Women’'s
Coalition Against Racism and Police
Violence in order to address the

police shootings of Sophia Cook,

This image is from RiseUp! Feminist Archives.

Lester Donaldson, and Michael
Wade Lawson in the 1980s.

In 1989, they also helped organize a march for Sophia Cook—a
23-year-old victim of police brutality in Bramlea. For members
of the BWC, Sophia Cook's death was a signal that all Black
peoples are threatened by police violence. BWC member,
Leleti Tamu Russell reflected on this moment...

e p

TAMU RUSSELL: "Here is something else. Because

so far all the shootings have been Black brothers,

and we were always there for that but there was
never a woman shot in this kind of situation."

. J

In February 1989, the BWC delivered a speech about police
violence in Canada at the Rally Against Racism, shown on the
following page...

®


https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/culture/buttons/justiceformichaelwadelawson/
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https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/activism/organizations/black-womens-collective/blackwomenscollective-feb1989-rallyagainstracismstatement/
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The BWC also
published Our Lives:
Canada's First Black
Women's Newspaper.
The newspaper created
a forum for Black
women to write about
and discuss issues
related to their specific
experiences.

The newspaper
advanced the BWC's
calls for societal reform
and the end to issues
such as police violence
and systemic racism,
while also focusing on
socio-cultural issues
such as the role of
women, education, and
representation.

Issue 3, Volume 1 (1986)
of Our Lives featured a
variety of articles
related to children and
family. For instance, in
the article excerpt
pictured right, they
discuss racism and
sexism as presented in
children's books, and

urge readers to consider
the impact of language
and content on

children's self-image.

Septemlm'f(}cloher 86

Our Lives

Both in school and out, young children are
exposed to racist and sexist amitudes. These
atarudes - expressed over and over in books
and in other media - gradually distort their
perceptions until stereotypes and myths about
minorities and women are accepted as reality.
It is difficult for a librarian or teacher to
convince children to question society's
aritudes. But if a child can be shown how to
detect racism and sexism in a book, the child
can proceed to transfer the perception to
wider areas. The following ten guidelines are
offered as a starting point in evaluating

who does most of the understanding and
forgiving?

Resolution of Problems

T R o e
resolved in minority e
considered to be ‘the problem? mpwp

faced by ities and women
represented as related to social injustice? Are
ﬁl:msonsforpovenymduppmssm

as

Dmﬂwsm lmeemom-agepasswe

children’s books from this p

or active resistance? Isa

P

CHECK THE ILLUSTRATIONS
Look for Stereotypes

A stereotype is an w:rsl.mphﬁud
ion about a p Broup, race

or sex, which usually carries

s of Blacksﬂml‘l':sh(ap )
swmtypes are

lucky, watermelon-eating Sambo m?;ue fat,
cye-rolling ‘mammy’; of Chicanos, the
sumhrun—wu.ﬂno% peon or ﬁesu-lam&
macho hlndm. Asian-Americans,
it thc M ; of Native
Americans, the ni sa or tive
brave’ and his 'sqaw'; ofm m the
switchblade-totin gang member; of
women, the m&:y mother,

the demure, doll liule girl or the
mckedtsi:?m}m You may not
always in the blatant forms

described, look for variations which in any
2 s dile ch B of

pamcular problem that is faced by a racial

a female gh the
benevofenl intervention of a white person or a
male?

Role of Women

Are the achievements of girls and women
based on their own initiative and intelligence,
or are they due to their good looks or o their
relationship with boys? Are sex roles
incidental or critical w ¢ and
plot? Could the same story be told if the sex
roles were reversed? .

LOOK AT THE LIFESTYLES

Are minority persons and their setting
d:gwmdmsur:h a way that contrast
y ﬂu'ymofwhll:

-nndcﬂecllsssubllhl? If:hemmmrygroup

in question is t,, are
negative value ;udgememx mphad" Are

their race or sex.

Look for Tokenism

If there are racial minoruty characters in the
illustrations, do they look just like whites
except for being tinted or colored in? Do all
minoriry faces look stereotypically alike, or

are they ted as genuine individuals with
distinctive features?

Who's doing what?

Do the illustrations depict minorities in
subservient anleasswe Toles or in leadership
and action roles? Are males the active 'doers'
and the females inactive observers?

CHECK THE STORY LINE

Liberati have led publishers to
weed out many insulting passages,
particularly from stories with Bll.cl: rhem

e exclusively in
barrios or migrant ustrmons
andmmmwdepwtmmuuﬂmm do
they go beyond oversimplifications and offer
nuine insights into another lifestyle? Look
or inaccuracy and inappropriateness in the
depiction of other ctﬂl&pts Watch for
mswawes uflhe ‘quaint-natives-in-costume’
(most noticeably in areas like
r: om:ng and cuswm. but exnendms 10
ity traits as well).

WEIGH THE RELATIONSHIPS
BETWEEN PEOPLE

Doﬂn:whncsmtheswry ssess the power,
take the m:gdlelmpnggm
i ities and females
ofaﬂrac&sﬁmmonmmsmu]]ysupporﬁ.ng
roles?

How are family relationships depicted? In
Blac fa.mllles, is the mother always
families, are

female ch:

Iwwver racist a.nd sexist anitudes sl find
sion in less obvious ways. The

fu g checklist suggest some of the

subtle (covert) forms of bias to watch for.

Standard for Success

Does it take "white' beh:i\’lfim??sl?:dudsfwa

minoril o ead ‘makin,

fmd;ymnlwsﬁlcmqmﬂmju

duuﬂy:dm]? Togamaooep tance and
penon.s of color have to exhibit
quali :xccllmspms,gel

'A's, etc? In between white and
non-white l:hl.ld::n, is it the child of color

alwaysmufchﬂd:en" If the family is
separated, are societal conditions -
unemployment, poverty, for example - cited
among reasons for the separation?

NOTE THE HEROES

For many years, books showed only 'safe’
minority heroes - those who av serious
conrlm with the white establishment of their
on
ﬂwn.ghtmde%mmwownhﬂm%
sexes) based on their own concepts and

When minority heroes do appear, are they
admired for the same qualities that have made
white heroes famous or because what they
have done benefitted white people? Ask this.
question: "Whosemm:sapammﬂnr
really serving?”

CONSIDER THE EFFECTS ON
A CHILD'S SELF-IMAGE

Are norms established which limit any child's
aspirations and self-concepts? What effect
can it have on image when she reads that
bo; form all of the brave and important
dwiyfsﬁlack children to be continually
bombarded with mxaguufﬂu:cohxwh.ﬂcu
the ultimate in beauty, cleanliness, vire, et
and the color black as evil, dirty, menacing,
ewc? Does the book counteract or reinforce
this positive association with the color white
and negative association with black?

What about a girl's self-esteem if she is not
'fair’ of skin and slim of body?

s pcicbe s o o
W a child can
endmndh.l? y identify to a positive and constructive

CONSIDER THE AUTHOR'S
OR ILLUSTRATOR'S
BACKGROUND

Analyse the biographical material on the
Jjacket flap or the back of the book. If a story
deals with a minority theme, what gualifies
the author and illustrator to deal with the
subject? If the author and illustrator are not
nrmbusufmcmmmtybangwnmnatxm,
ulhcrea.nyﬂnnui their background that
ymcoummdth.cmnsthc

CHECK OUT IHE AUTHOR'S
PERSPECTIVE

No author can be wholly objective. All
authors write out of cultural as well as a
personal context.Children's books in the past
have traditionally come from authors who
were white and who were members of the

shwanremmeUmmdSms.
Wlhmyhnukmqumon read carefully to
determine whether the direction of the
anthor's ially
strengthens lbcvalucofhw‘ha'wmm work
Is the tive patriarchal or feminist? Is
nsn]cyEmu::nlnc or do minority cultural
perspectives also receive respect?

WATCH FOR LOADED WORDS
A word is bnndcd whc.n it has msulnng
overtones. E:

(usnally mmst)m savagc ‘pmmuvc
‘conniving', lazy’, tious',
hemus ‘wily', ,inscrutable’,
backward.

Look for sexist language and adjectives that
exclude or ridicule women. Look for the use
econt'd no_ <

This image in an excerpt from The Black Women's Collective's newspaper, Our Lives: Canada's First
Black Women's Newspaper, Volume 1 Issue 2 (Sept./Oct. 1986).
See the original document in full online at RiseUp! Feminist Archives.



https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/publications/our-lives-canadas-first-black-womens-newspaper/ourlives-vol1no2-septoct1986/

Our Lives claimed space and power for Black women, while also challenging
dominant narratives about Black womanhood. Pictured below are clippings that

mention Black women in the 2S

OUR LIVES

doggn’f mean

my oesnal preforen or Iifestyle

highlight the herstory of Black women.

Spring 1989

Women in our Herstory

Source: The Black Woman in Canada by Rella Braithwaite

Marie Joseph Angeli
E‘l\srfvfdilllumg&::l.ah:

Harriet Tubman
This famous abolitionist escaped
rom slavery herself reruning
time and again o lead some three
hundred of our enslaved
ancestors to freedom in Canada.
g:e h s Jnown ] threaten with

ath anyone who gave
Gt why o fredonn HE\pmg
the cause of emanc:
later served as rpy.umm, ®
soldier and a nurse when wi
broke out between the nonh and
the south. In Canada she lived in
St Catherine's, Ontario.

Mary thad
Boen a freed worman in Delaware
n 1833, she moved 1@ Canada in

[ugmvtsfmm slavery to flee 1o
Canada, Setding in Windsor and
later in Toronto, she_owned and

I b ho:
smmmgw e also ran &

Annapolis Royal Rose
Fortune
‘Bom around 1774 she came to
Annapolis Valley with her

s 3 saves of e Devanne
ln'uly sm

l,gglg:mxhn‘ in Al\nlpnl:s
Royal around 18:

descendants fwnied the Lewis
ngrﬂ In h:rday she ™= w0

be K

fullu{l e
by e "g%nm e
omg the whart of et scagens
own

Rosetta Amos Richardson
Bom. in Toromo in 1551 m

1891 on York Street near
Richmond, Later she was uu
firs: Black pe:

lunch cwﬂlzrluthNF

Tilly

Founding member of the
Caol Women's Club, she
was_bom in_Monueal in the

1870s. The Coloured Women's

Club was a benevolent club

War. om:
worked with k and
::\Jur\‘.d in hospitals ‘and soup

Christina Jenkins
Bomn in Chatham, Ontario in
1897, she was co-publisher and
editor in 1923 of

the voice of Black people in
Southem lema like
forerunner

ot oaly in Carada bur araund

still
yubh;hed pennd:cal]y Hy ‘et
descendams in London, Ontario
where she lived for over sixty
ars.  Jenkins
Staunch community activist and
held positions on the executive
of the Women's Council of
Churches. She was also mother
1o nine children.

Carrie Best

A civil ngl’ns activist, journalist
and commes

in New Gugnw Hova Scotia in
1903, She wrowe anicles on

racial discrimination in Nova
Scotia and championed the cause

[Blackrights. Iy 1949, her o
newspaper the Negro Citizen

amested. Photographs can
found in the community of Jean
Dnm:lhulﬂmgnpl&ekuwf

major
% hisiony in

began lishis wide.
Dr Best is known all over the

country and in Black

communities as Srong F?ung

WOITIARN even now in her

year.

Violet Blackman
Dammg o Canada in 1921, she
/as bom in Jamaica. Now in her
:ighncs. Violet thklrwl wasa
founding me
Universal Ne )
Improvement Association i
Toronto in the early thirties,
Garveyiie, she believed in m

-ETO
Credit Union. She 2 apens
heryeans nrmw’i and et
wisdom o the issues.

Violet Blackman,

Viola Desmond
A Halifax beautician, in 1947
she anended the Roseland theatre
in New Glasgow Nova Scoda
where the "Jim
mqum Blacks t sit in the
lcony and whites in the main
secnon‘ She bought a ticket for
upstirs but was refused. She in
wm refused 1o leave the
downstairs section and was
assaulied by a policeman and the
theatre's manager, She was
amested, charged with not
paying the carrect tax of one cent
and jailed for twelve hours. She
was later tried and con
wlIJJ dzfraud.m the federal
‘one centl!
Fgmmg bac:k Viola wok her
casz 1o the Supreme Count which
later reversed the decision,

o

Jean Daniel

She grew up in Nova Scotia and
moved to Montreal,

Working in a hat Factory during

the second world war she was

active in the Black community
gave talks on Black history

Nelson  Mandela was first

Canada was he! found.mgo the:
Library of Black Peoples

Litcrature, now defunct, - but
which attempted in the years of
its existence 1o preserve the
history of Black Peoples.

Marie Hamilton
A teacher for fifty years in rural
)\m«a Scwa she is a member of
National  Anti-Poverty
Assuclnlnm. Boen in Beachville,
Nova Scotia she taught school
when there were no roads or
miden day schoolraorms. Using

her wit and her wi
‘made her way through the hmh
racist times, firmly believing that
jucation for both Black and
white children would make a
betier world one day. Two years
ago, Marie Hamilton received an
orate from Mount
St Vincent University marking
her  great contribution o
education in Nova Scotia. She
still tutors at the North end
Puh'\lc Li \hrl? in Halifax and is

an active public speaker.

PﬂrLInE Oliver
born  and

raised in
Guyshrmugh County, Nova
Scotia, she is & community
leader and activist. She lead the

EI“D&F‘E in Lh: Fdﬂs&er the first

Recendly e reserched nd
the writen history of

g'cm‘ ‘Churches in Nova Scoa | for

at the Black Culwral Centre
there.

Grace Trotmu

She arrived in 1920 from
Liberia, graduated from the
 Comervaoey :hf Music
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These images are excerpts from The Black Women's Collective's newspaper, Our Lives: Canada's First Black Women's Newspaper, Volume 2, Issue 4 (Spring
1988) and Volume 3, Issue 1 (Spring 1989). See Volume 2, Issue 4 and Volume 3, Issue 1 of Our Lives online at Rise Up! Feminist Archives.
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