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MANY 1SSUES HAD SURFACED. BUT ONE STOOD OUT ABOVE THE
OTHERS. THE ISSUE 1S VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES,
SUDDENLY., IT WAS EVERYWHERE. |IN THE RURAL AREAS AND IN
THE CITIES, IN THE OPERATION ROOMS AND ON THE
PSYCHIATRIC WARDS, AT HOME., ON THE STREETS, WOMEN ARE
AT RISK. WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES ARE AT GREATER RISK.
JACQUEL INE PELLETIER
REPORT: WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES
NETWORKING MEETING., JUNE 20-23, 1985
INDEED, IT IS EVERYWHERE. DAWN CANADA: DISABLED WOMEN'S
NETWORK CANADA BEGAN AT THAT 1985 NETWORKING MEETING. WE HAVE
BEEN CONCERNED ABOUT THE ISSUE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES EVER SINCE., WE INCLUDED QUESTIONS ABQUT VIOLENCE IN
OUR 1988 GENERAL STUDY OF THE NEEDS AND CONCERNS OF WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES, AND WE ARE NOW INVOLVED IN A RESEARCH PROJECT WHICH
FOCUSES ON VIOLENCE., AND WHICH WILL RESULT IN THE PUBLICATION OF
A MANUAL FOR USE IN TRANSITION HOUSES AND RAPE CRISIS CENTRES.
' FOR OUR ORIGINAL PROJECT., IN 1988, WE SENT OuT 1200
QUESTIONNAIRES. AMONG OTHER QUESTIONS ON A NUMBER OF ISSUES. - WE
ASKED SOME BASI|C QUESTIONS ABOUT THE RAPE, ASSAULT, AND ABUSE OF
WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES., FROM THE 245 WOMEN WHO RESPONDED., WE
LEARNED THAT:
-- 4% HAD BEEN RAPED., ABUSED., OR ASSAULTED.
-- 647 HAD BEEN VERBALLY ABUSED.

-- GIRLS WITH DISABILITIES HAVE A LESS THAN EQUAL CHANCE OF
ESCAPING VIOLENCE.

-~ WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES HAVE LITTLE ACCESS TO SERVICES FOR
VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE.

WOMEN WITH MULTIPLE DISABILITIES ARE MULTIPLY ABUSED.
A RECENT ARTICLE IN THE GLOBE & MalL (JUNE 3@, 1988)
ANNOUNCED "SEXUAL VIOLENCE SEEN AS NATIONAL CRISIS." THE RESULTS

OF OUR SURVEY INDICATE THAT VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WITH
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DISABILITIES 1S NOT ONLY A CRISIS, IT 1S AN OUTRAGE AND A
D1SGRACE. THE GRAPHS IN THE APPENDIX DEMONSTRATE THIS. GRAPH 1:
"HAVE YOUu EVER BEEN ABUSED, RAPED OR ASSAULTED?" (APPENDIX A)
TELLS US THAT. OUT OF OUR 245 RESPONDENTS. 99 WOMEN (48%) HAD
EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE. GRAPH 2 (APPENDIX B) ILLUSTRATES THAT. OF
THOSE FOUR WOMEN IN TEN WHO HAD EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE., THREE HAD
KNOWN A KIND OF VIOLENCE THEY DEFINED AS "ABUSE." WE DID NOT
DEFINE THIS TERM. WE INTENDED IT TO INCLUDE ALL FORMS OF
VIOLENCE OTHER THAN OVERT RAPE AND PHYSICAL ASSAULT. THESE
LATTER TWO FORMS OF VIOLENCE WERE LESS COMMON, BUT STILL
PREVALENT (12 AND 15% OF RESPONDENTS. RESPECTIVELY).

DAWN CANADA BOARD MEMBER MARIA BARILE IS ACTIVE IN ONE OF
DAWN'S AFFILIATES, ACTION DES FEMMES HANDICAPEES DU MONTREAL. AND
DID RESEARCH FOR THAT ORGANIZATION. THE QUESTIONS SHE ASKED
QUEBEC WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES DIFFERED FROM THOSE IN THE DAWN
CANADA SURVEY. SHE ASKED ABOUT SPECIFIC TYPES OF VIOLENCE. RATHER
THAN OVERALL EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE, RAPE OR ABUSE. HER DATA SHOW
THAT, OF THE 96 RESPONDENTS., 23% HAD BEEN BEATEN., 20% SLAPPED.
13% SHAKEN, 23% KICKED, 23% PHYSICALLY ABUSED, AND 26% SEXUALLY
ABUSED. (BARILE 1988:7)

GRAPH 3: "VIOLENCE BEFORE OR AFTER DisaABILITY?" (ApPENDIX C)
SHOWS INCIDENCE OF VIOLENCE BEFORE AND AFTER AT ONSET OF
DISABILITY. |T SHOWS THAT. IN MORE THAN HALF THE CASES. (56%)
VIOLENCE HAPPENED AFTER THE ONSET OF DISABILITY, FOR WOMEN
DISABLED AT BIRTH, WHO ARE AMONG THOSE MOST SUBJECTED TO
VIOLENCE, ALL VIOLENCE OCCURS AFTER ONSET. ABOUT A QUARTER OF THE
RESPONDENTS (26%) HAD BEEN VIOLATED BEFORE DISABILITY AND AFTER
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ONSET AS WELL. NINETEEN PERCENT HAD EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE BEFORE
THE ONSET OF DISABILITY. BUT NOT AFTER. WE HAVE NO WAY OF
KNOWING WHETHER THE VIOLENCE WAS A FACTOR CONTRIBUTING TO THE
ONSET OF DISABILITY FOR ANY OF THESE WOMEN, ALTHOUGH. AS WILL BE
DISCUSSED LATER IN THIS PAPER, THERE ARE |NDICATIONS THAT THIS 1S
OFTEN THE CASE.

VERBAL ABUSE 1S5 EVEN MORE FREQUENT THAN OVERT VIOLENCE. WE
ASKED WOMEN WHO FILLED OUT OUR QUESTIONNAIRE, "HAVE YOU EVER BEEN
VERBALLY ABUSED BECAUSE OF YOUR DISABILITY?" THIRTY-SEVEN
PERCENT OF OUR RESPONDENTS CHECKED OFF "MANY TIMES" AS THEIR
ANSWER. ANOTHER 27% ANSWERED "SELDOM". THESE CATEGORIES ARE
SUBJECTIVE: SO 1S "VERBAL ABUSE". WHAT MAY SEEM LIKE A LOT OF
VERBAL ABUSE TO ONE PERSON MAY SEEM L IKE OCCASI|ONAL TEASING TO
SOMEONE ELSE. BECAUSE WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES ARE PRONE TO HAVE
LOW SELF-ESTEEM, NAME-CALLING AND INSULTS MAY BE EXTREMELY
DEVASTATING.

THE PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN WHO REPORTED VERBAL ABUSE IN OUR
SURVEY |S REMARKABLY CLOSE TO BARILE'S. SHE ASKED. "HAVE You
EVER BEEN VERBALLY ABUSED (SOMEONE SAID THINGS THAT MADE YOU FEEL
UNCOMFORTABLE ABOUT YOURSELF)". SIXTY -SIX PERCENT OF HER
RESPONDENTS ANSWERED "YES." (BARILE 1988:7)

| T SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE QUESTION ON THE DAWN CANADA
SURVEY DID NOT ASK ABOUT GENERAL VERBAL ABUSE, BUT SPECIFICALLY
ABOUT SUCH ABUSE "BECAUSE OF YOUR DISABILITY." LIKE RACIST
REMARKS AND SEXIST "HUMOUR", VERBAL ABUSE IS BASED ON THOSE
ASPECTS OF OURSELVES THAT ARE STIGMATIZED AS "DIFFERENT", AND
THEREFORE OF LESS VALUE. |IT HAS A STRONG NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THE
PERSON WHO |S INSULTED. FURTHER, IT PERPETUATES NEGATIVE
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ATTITUDES AND STEREOTYPES ABOUT ALL WOMEN AND ALL PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES. VERBAL ABUSE MAKES EQUALITY HARDER TO ACHIEVE.

GIRLS WITH DISABILITIES:

IT 1S AN UNDERSTATEMENT TO SAY THAT GIRLS WITH DISABILITIES
ARE FREQUENT VICTIMS OF ABUSE, ASSAULT AND RAPE. ALL CHILDREN ARE
AT RISK OF ABUSE., GIRLS ARE AT GREATER RISK THAN BOYS. AND GIRLS
WITH DISABILITIES ARE AT MORE RISK THAN NON -DISABLED
GIRLS. (SOBSEY 1988a:1)

CHILD ABRUSE HAS BECOME A LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH AMONG
AMERICAN CHILDREN UNDER THREE. (MCGRATH 1979:12) PHYSICAL ABUSE
IS COMMON. WHEN IT 1S CALLED "DISCIPLINE" IT 1S LEGAL. AND
ACCEPTED BY MANY NORTH AMERICANS., ARLENE SKOLNICK OF THE
INSTITUTE FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,
BERKELY, HAS WRITTEN THAT:

THE LITERATURE ON BATTERED CHILDREN YIELDS ONE MAJOR

CONCLUS ION: THERE 1S NO CLEAR LINE OF DEMARCATION BET-

WEEN BATTERING PARENTS AND "NORMAL ONES." NOTHING SETS

THESE PARENTS OFF AS A GROUP IN TERMS OF SOCIAL CLASS,

OCCUPATION, |Q, URBAN -RURAL RESIDENCE, OR PSYCHOPATH-

OLOGY. ALL THAT RESEARCH HAS FOUND 1S A PATTERN OF

CHILD REARING THAT 1S MERELY AN EXAGGERATION OF THE

USUAL ONE. (SKoLNIcK 1971:184)

WE KNOW THAT PHYSICAL "DISCIPLINING" OF CHILDREN CAN BRING
ABOUT DISABILITY: SHAKING INFANTS 1S A MAJOR CAUSE OF DEVELOPMEN-
TAL DISABILITY. (MCGRATH 1979:12) ABUSE DISGUISED AS "DISCIP~-
LINE" CAN ALSO EXACERBATE EXISTING DISABILITIES.

"JOYCE", A WOMAN INTERVIEWED FOR THE 1988 PROJECT, 1S ONE OF
FOURTEEN CHILDREN. THREE OF THE SIBL INGS HAVE CEREBRAL PALSY:
JOYCE 1S ONE OF THEM. SHE COULD NOT EXPLAIN THE HIGH INCIDENCE

OF THE DISABILITY IN THE FAMILY. HOWEVER, AT ANOTHER POINT IN
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OUR INTERYIEW SHE DESCRIBED HER STEP-FATHER'S TREATMENT OF THE
CHILDREN: "I THINK A LOT OF IT WAS DISCIPLINE, BUT IT WAS., YOU
KNOW, TOO HARD." IT S UNCLEAR WHETHER THE BRUTALITY WAS LINKED
TO THE DISABILITIES, OR EVEN WHETHER THE DISABLED CHILDREN WERE
BEATEN MORE THAN THE NONE-DISABLED ONES. WHAT |S CLEAR IS THAT
THERE WAS A HIGH INCIDENCE OF BRUTALITY. AND OF DISABILITY.

WE ARE LEARNING THAT SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN 1S ALMOST AS
UNIVERSAL AS IS PHYSICAL ABUSE. THE REPORT OF THE COMMITIEE ON
SEXUAI. OFFENCES AGAINST CHILDREN AND YOUTH. (1984:1-2) COMMONLY
REFERRED TO 'AS THE BADGELY REPORT AFTER CHAIRPERSON ROBIN
BADGELY., CONCLUDED THAT ONE IN EVERY TWO CANADIAN FEMALES WILL BE
A VICTIM OF UNWANTED SEXUAL ACTS AT SOME TIME IN HER LIFE: FOUR
OUT OF FIVE OF US WILL HAVE OUR FIRST EXPERIENCE OF SUCH
MOLESTATION BEFORE WE REACH THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN. BADGELY'S
STATISTICS INCLUDE SEXUAL THREATENING, UNWANTED TOUCHING, AND

EXPOSURE AS WELL AS MORE OVERT SEXUAL ACTS; THEY ARE STILL

ALARMING,

ALL CHILDREN ARE AT RISK, BUT THE ODDS AGAINST SURVIVING
CHILDHOOD WITHOUT EXPERIENCING ABUSE GO UP FOR GIRLS WITH
DISABILITIES., DOUCETTE'S STUDY FOR DAWN-TORONTO (DOUCETTE. 1986)
COMPARED CHILDHOOD ABUSE, BOTH PHYSICAL AND SEXUAL, IN A SAMPLE
OF 30 DISABLED WOMEN WITH ABUSE AND A CONTROL GROUP OF 32 NON-
DISABLED WOMEN. SHE FOUND THAT PHYSICAL ABUSE WAS TWICE AS COMMON
AMONG THE DISABLED PARTICIPANTS (67% TO 34%). SEXUAL ABUSE WAS
ALSO HIGHER AMONG GIRLS WITH DISABILITIES: 47% HAD BEEN VICTIMS,
COMPARED TO 34% OF THE NON-DISABLED. :

BARILE ASKED HER RESPONDENTS "HOW OLD WERE YOU WHEN THE

ABUSE OCCURRED?" MOST WERE VERY YOUNG. THIRTY PERCENT WERE
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UNDER 12 YEARS OLD., AND 31% WERE UNDER EIGHTEEN. ABUSE OF WOMEN
IN THEIR TWENTIES WAS LOW (6.6%), BUT 3@% EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE
DURING THEIR THIRTIES., [INCIDENCE DURING THE FORTIES WAS ALSO
LOW, HOWEVER, THE MAJORITY OF THE WOMEN WHO FILLED IN BARILE'S
QUEST IONNAIRE WERE YOUNG: ONLY 18% OF HER RESPONDENTS WERE OVER
45 YEARS oLD. (BARILE 1988:2)

DiCcK SOBSEY STATES IN A RECENT STUDY THAT:

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE SUBJECTED

TO SEXUAL ABUSE AND ASSAULT THAN THEIR NON=-DISABLED

PEERS . . ., THE EXACT DEGREE OF RISK - - APPEARS TO BE

AT LEAST 150% OF THAT FOR INDIVIDUALS OF THE SAME SEX

AND SIMILAR AGE WITHOUT DISABILITIES.

(SoBSEY 1988A:1)

GRAPH 4: "RATE OF VIOLENCE AND AGE AT DiIsaABILITY"” (APPENDIX
D), BASED ON THE RESULTS OF DAWN CANADA'S SURVEY, DEPICTS THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AGE AT ONSET OF DISABILITY AND INCIDENCE OF
VIOLENCE. FIFTY-THREE PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO WERE DISABLED AT
BIRTH, OR WHO DEVELOPED THEIR DISABILITY IN EARLY CHILDHOOD., HAD
BEEN YICTIMS OF ASSAULT. RAPE OR ABUSE: THIS COMPARES WITH A
REPORTED RATE OF 32% FOR RESPONDENTS WHO BECAME DISABLED 5-10
YEARSAGO., ORMORETHAN 18 YEARSAGO.

BECAUSE THE GROUP OF WOMEN WHO DEVELOPED DISABILITIES LESS
THAN FIVE YEARS AGO IS SMALL, THE GRAPH 1S SOMEWHAT MISLEADING.
ONLY ELEVEN WOMEN WHOSE DISABILITIES ARE RECENT ANSWERED THE
QUESTION, SIX OF THEM HAD KNOWN VIOLENCE. BECAUSE THIS SAMPLE
IS SO SMALL COMPARED TO THE 95 WOMEN WITH EARLY ONSET
DISABILITIES, 50 OF WHOM HAD EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE, MORE
IMPORTANCE SHOULD BE PLACED ON THE HIGH INCIDENCE OF ABUSE OF
WOMEN WHO HAVE HAD DISABILITIES SINCE CHILDHOOD.

BECAUSE OUR 1988 STUDY WAS A GENERAL SURVEY AND ASKED ONLY A
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FEW QUESTIONS ABOUT VIOLENCE., WE DO NOT KNOW HOW OLD OUR
RESPONDENTS WERE WHEN THEY WERE VIOLATED. THAT QUESTION IS
INCLUDED IN A QUESTIONNAIRE NOW BEING CIRCULATED FOR A NEW
SURVEY, WHICH WILL FOCUS ON V.IOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES AND ACCESS TO TRANSITION HOUSES. |

WE DID NOT REQUEST INFORMAT|ON ABOUT OTHER PSYCHOLOG | CAL
ABUSE IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE., BUT HEARD OF |IT FROM WOMEN WE
INTERV IEWED., SURROUNDING A CHILD WITH VIOLENCE WHICH SHE CAN NOT
CONTROL, BUT FOR WHICH SHE MAY FEEL RESPONSIBLE, CAN BE AS
DAMAGING AS PHYSICAL BLOWS. JOYCE TOLD ME ABOUT HER FEEL INGS OF
FEAR AND POWERLESSNESS WHEN HER STEP-FATHER BATTERED HER MOTHER:

WE USED TO LIVE ON A FARM. WE HAD A REALLY HARD L IFE.

MY PARENTS =-- NOTHING BUT FIGHTING, THAT'S ALL THEY

DID. WHEN HE GOT CRANKY OR ANGRY, HE USED TO TAKE IT

OUT ON HER. |IT WAS HARD FOR US KIDS. | USED TO CRY

MYSELF TO SLEEP MORE NIGHTS, |'M TELLING YOU. |

REMEMBER ONE NIGHT | WOKE UP, THEY WERE FIGHTING, HE

WAS HITTING HER. | SCREAMED., "LEAVE HER ALONE," DAD HAD

HER DOWN ON THE BED. | WAS GOING TO TAKE SOMETHING AND

HIT HIM, BUT |-WAS JUST A KID, YOU KNOW.

(FROM TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW)

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES MAY NEED MORE CARE THAN NON-
DISABLED CHILDREN: THEY MAY ALSO COST MORE MONEY. PARENTS MAY
HAVE UNREASONABLE EXPECTATIONS OF THEM. SUCH THINGS CAN ADD TO
PARENTS' FRUSTRATIONS BUT THESE FACTORS DO NOT CAUSE ABUSE,
AWARENESS OF THE STRESS PARENTS UNDERGO AND THE IR FRUSTRAT IONS
GIVE US SOME UNDERSTANDING OF ABUSE AND UNDERL INES THE NEED FOR
SOCIAL SUPPORTS FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES.
MULTIPLE ABUSE AND MULTIPLE DISABILITY:

SADLY BUT PREDICTABLY., |IT SEEMS THAT MULTIPLE DISABILITIES
MAKE US MULTIPLY VULNERABLE. AMONG THE WOMEN WHO RETURNED THE

DAWN CANADA QUESTIONNAIRE, THOSE WITH MORE THAN ONE DISABILITY
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REPORTED VIOLENCE MORE FREQUENTLY. TO EXAMINE THIS, WE GROUPED
WOMEN ACCORDING TO THE STANDARD SEVEN CATEGORIES OF DISABILITY:
MOBILITY: HEARING IMPAIRED/DEAF: VISUALLY IMPAIRED/BLIND:
DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED; LEARNING DISABLED: PSYCHIATRICALLY
DISABLED: AND HIDDEN DISABILITIES. |

THE RESULTS ARE SHOWN IN GRAPH 5: "VIOLENCE BY TYPE OF
DisaBILITY" (APPENDIX E). THE RATE OF VIOLENCE FOR WOMEN WITH A
SINGLE TYPE OF DISABILITY VARIED GREATLY. FOR WOMEN WITH AN AURAL
OR A VISUAL DISABILITY., IT WAS 22%., BUT SAMPLES WERE SMALL (9
WOMEN IN EACH CATEGORY), SAMPLES WERE ALSO SMALL. BUT RATES WERE
HIGH, FOR WOMEN WITH A SINGLE PSYCHIATRIC OR HIDDEN DISABILITIES
ALONE. SIXTY PERCENT., OR THREE OF FIVE WOMEN WITH PSYCHIATRIC
DISABILITIES HAD KNOWN VIOLENCE. FOUR OF THE SIX WOMEN (66%) WITH
ONE HIDDEN DISABILITY HAD BEEN VICTIMS. THE LARGEST NUMBER OF
WOMEN (178) WITH ONE DISABILITY WERE MOBILITY IMPAIRED: 37% OF
THEM HAD EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE.

|T HAS BEEN NOTED ELSEWHERE (SENN 1988) THAT WOMEN WHO ARE
DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED ARE VULNERABLE TO VIOLENCE. OuRr
FINDINGS BEAR THAT OUT. FOUR WOMEN WITH SINGLE, DEVELOPMENTAL
blSABlLlTlEs REPORTED VIOLENCE. IN ADDITION, SEVEN OF THE WOMEN
WITH MULTIPLE DISABILITIES WHO EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE HAVE
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.  THAT MEANS THAT 11 OF THE 18 WOMEN
WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES IN OUR SAMPLE (61%) EXPERIENCED
RAPE., ABUSE. OR ASSAULT. THAT FIGURE MAY STILL BE LOW: SOME
RESPONDENTS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES DID NOT FILL IN THEIR
OWN FORMS, AND MAY HAVE BEEN. RELUCTANT TO ADMIT VICTIMIZATION TO
THE PERSON WHO FILLED IN THE FORM FOR THEM. GIVEN THAT IT 1S OUR
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INT IMATES WHO ABUSE US, ILLUSTRATED IN GRAPH 6: "WHO ABUSED.
RAPED OR ASSAULTED YOU?" (APPENDIX F), IT 1S POSSIBLE THAT THOSE
WHO ASSISTED WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ALSO COMMITTED THE VIOLENCE.
SIXTY RESPONDENTS, (ONE QUARTER OF OUR SAMPLE) HAD TWO TYPES OF
DISABILITY (E.G. MOBILITY AND VISUAL, OR DEVELOPMENTAL AND
AURAL). TWENTY-SEVEN OF THEM (45%) HAD BEEN ABUSED., RAPED OR
ASSAULTED. THIRTEEN WOMEN HAD DISABILITIES IN THREE CATEGORIES:
EIGHT OF THEM HAD EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE., ONLY THREE WOMEN HAD
MORE THAN THREE TYPES OF DISABILITY. ALL HAD BEEN VICTIMS OF
VIOLENCE: ONE HAD BEEN RAPED., ANOTHER ABUSED., THE THIRD ABUSED
AND ASSAULTED.

MULTIPLE DISABILITIES ALSO SEEM TO CORRELATE WITH MULTIPLE
EXPERIENCES OF VIOLENCE, TABLE |: "TYPE OF ABUSE BY TYPE OF
DisaBILITY" (APPENDIX J) CORRELATES TYPE OF DISABILITY WITH TYPE
OF VIOLENCE. BECAUSE OF THE MANY TYPES OF DISABILITY AND THE
MULTIPLE POSSIBLE COMBINATIONS OF TYPES OF VIOLENCE EXPERIENCED,
IT IS HARD TO DECIPHER, IT IS INCLUDED FOR THE BENEFIT OF
RESEARCHERS AND OTHERS INTERESTED IN MORE DETAILED |NFORMATION,
IT IS DERIVED FROM DATA THAT SHOW., AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT OF
THE TEN RESPONDENTS WHO HAD BEEN ABUSED, ASSAULTED, AND RAPED,
FIVE HAD DOUBLE DISABILITIES AND THREE HAD TRIPLE DISABILITIES.
THE OTHER TWO HAD MOBILITY IMPAIRMENTS. TWO WOMEN HAD BEEN RAPED
AND ASSAULTED: BOTH HAD TWO DISABILITIES. TWELVE WOMEN HAD
EXPERIENCED BOTH ABUSE AND RAPE: FOUR HAD TWO DISABILITIES, ONE
HAD THREE. AND ANOTHER MORE THAN THREE. ADMITTEDLY, THE SAMPLES
ARE SMALL, BUT THE TRENDS ARE WORTHY OF MORE DETAILED
INVEST | GAT 1 ON. |
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DisaBILITY CAUSED BY ABUSE:

IF DISABILITY LEADS TO ABUSE., SO MAY ABUSE LEAD TO
DISABILITY. As TRUDY DON OF THE ONTARIO COALITION OF TRANSITION
HOUSES REMARKED IN HER ADDRESS TO THE CONFERENCE ON "CHANGING
PATTERNS OF HEALTH AND  DISEASE AMONG CANADIAN WOMEN" (OTTAWA,
1988) "WOMEN BECOME DISABLED BY BEING BEATEN THROUGH THE NORMAL
STATE OF BEING MARRIED."

THIRTY-SEVEN PERCENT OF OUR RESPONDENTS WHO WERE VIOLATED
NAMED THEIR SPOUSES. OR EX-SPOUSES, AS THEIR ASSAILANT. (SEE
GRAPH 6.)  TWENTY-SIX PERCENT REPORTED VIOLENCE BOTH BEFORE AND
AFTER THEY BECAME DISABLED. NO DOUBT THERE 1S SOME OVERLAP
BETWEEN THESE GROUPS., |N SOME OF THESE CASES., THE VIOLENCE COULD
HAVE EXACERBATED OR BROUGHT ON THE DISABILITY,

OBV IOUSLY., REPEATED BEATINGS CAN BE DISABLING, BOTH
PHYSICALLY AND PSYCHOLOGICALLY. TRANSITION HOUSE WORKERS IN THE
YUKON TOLD ME THEY SEE WOMEN DISABLED BY BATTERY —ONE LOST THE
USE OF AN ARM, OTHERS HAVE BECOME AGORAPHOBIC FROM THE ABUSE.
FROM MY OWN EXPERIENCE IN A FORMER MARRIAGE, | KNOW THAT KNOCKS
ON THE HEAD CAN BRING ON EPILEPSY. DAVIES (1979, QUOTED IN SOBSEY
1988:5) FOUND ABNORMAL EEG READINGS AND ACTIVE EPILEPSY IN THREE
TO FOUR TIMES AS MANY INCEST VICTIMS AS IN A MATCHED CONTROL
GROUP. THE WORKER | INTERVIEWED AT THE ST. JOHN'S TRANSITION
HOUSE HAD MORE ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE:

['M THINKING OF A WOMAN WHO RECENTLY FOUND OUT THAT SHE

HAD -- UMM-- SOME SORT OF A BRAIN TUMOUR THAT WAS

PROBABLY A RESULT OF BLOWS TO THE HEAD. | CAN'T THINK

THERE'S A WOMAN ON STAFF L'M THINKING OF WHO WAS A

VICTIM AT ONE TIME., AND THAT'S WHERE HER EPILEPSY

PROBABLY DEVELOPED FROM AND NOW. WHERE THIS OTHER

PROBLEM 1S STEMMING FROM. |T'S NOT SOMETHING THAT [YOU
NOTICE] UNLESS YOU HAVE GOT A NEW L IFE TOGETHER AND ARE
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OBSERVANT ENOUGH TO BE ABLE TO SAY., "THAT'S WHY." |
MEAN TO MANY WOMEN IT IS JUST ONE OF THE THINGS THAT
HAPPENS TO YOU., AND IT'S NOT POINTED OUT AS "GOSH, THIS

IS WHAT HAPPENED TO ME BECAUSE OF THE ABUSE." YOU KNOW.

IT'S JUST ONE MORE THING, RIGHT., IT'S TAKEN IN STRIDE.

SHE WENT ON TO MAKE A LINK THAT 1S SUBTLE., BUT IMPORTANT.

| REMEMBER THE VERY FIRST WOMAN WHO CAME THROUGH THIS

HOUSE . . . SHE ENDED UP FINALLY AFTER SOME YEARS

GETTING HER LIFE SORTED OUT. BEING ON HER OWN., AND THEN

SHE DIED, SHORTLY AFTER., OF CANCER. AND YOU SORT OF

THINK, WELL, YOU KNOW. ALL THOSE YEARS OF ABUSE AND

STRUGGLE AND | MEAN — THOSE WOULD BREAK DOWN YOUR BODY

SYSTEM AND MAKE YOU MORE VULNERABLE TO DISEASES .

WE DON'T KNOW ENCUGH ABOUT THAT EITHER.

(FROM TRANSCRIPT OF TAPE MADE DURING |INTERVIEW)

WE CERTAINLY DON'T. HOWEVER, WE DO KNOW THAT MANY. IF NOT
MOST., DISABILITIES ARE EXACERBATED BY STRESS. IN THE 1988 DAWN
CANADA SURVEY, WE DID NOT ASK WHETHER VIOLENCE CAUSED A
DISABILITY, OR EXACERBATED AN EXISTING ONE: THOSE QUESTIONS ARE
INCLUDED IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE NOW BEING CIRCULATED FOR THE
CURRENT SURVEY. HOWEVER. WE GOT SOME ANECDOTAL DATA FROM THE
1988 QUESTIONNAIRES AS WELL.

ONE RESPONDENT ANSWERED THE QUESTION.,"WHAT IS YOUR
DISABILITY?" WITH, "SHOTGUN WOUND TO LEFT LEG." UNDER THE
SECTION ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, SHE TOLD US THAT HER SPOUSE
WAS HER ASSAILANT., AND THAT HE RECEIVED A JAIL TERM OF THREE
YEARS FOR THE SHOOTING. HER SENTENCE WILL BE MUCH LONGER. SHE
CAN NO LONGER WORK, BECAUSE HER JOB REQUIRED HER TO BE ON HER
FEET ALL DAY. NOW. HER LEG 15 IN A FULL-LENGTH CAST AND SHE MUST
USE A WHEELCHAIR AND CRUTCHES. SHE |S SUPPORTING HERSELF AND HER
TWO SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN ON AN INCOME OF LESS THAN $10.2008 a

YEAR. HER STIPEND FROM THE CRIMINAL |NJURIES FUND.
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WHO ABUSES US:

GRAPH 6 TELLS US THAT WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES EXPERIENCE
VIOLENCE AT THE HANDS OF THOSE THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO TRUST.
THEIR HUSBANDS, BOYFRIENDS, AND PARENTS, THEIR CAREGIVERS., THEIR
NE | GHBOURS AND RELATIVES. SPOUSES AND EX-SPOUSES ARE THE MOST
COMMON ASSAILANTS: 37% OF THE WOMEN WERE VICTIMS OF WIFE ABUSE:
EIFTEEN PERCENT HAD BEEN ABUSED BY PARENTS: ONE WOMAN HAD BEEN
ABUSED BY HER SON. ONLY 28% OF THE WOMEN WHO REPORTED V IOLENCE
SAID THE PERPETRATOR WAS A STRANGER.

BARILE'S RESULTS VARY SOMEWHAT. HER RESPONDENTS WERE
YOUNGER AND LESS LIKELY TO BE IN RELATIONSHIPS THAN THE WOMEN IN
OUR SURVEY. COMPARISONS ARE DIFFICULT BECAUSE DIFFERENT AGE
BREAKDOWNS WERE USED. HOWEVER, 56% OF DAWN CANADA'S SAMPLE WERE
UNDER 48, AND 12% OVER 55 YEARS OLD., SEVENTY-THREE PERCENT OF
BARILE'S RESPONDENTS wERé UNDER 35. ONLY 3% OF WOMEN IN HER
SAMPLE WERE MARRIED, SEVEN PERCENT WERE DIVORCED., AND 83% SINGLE.
IN THE QUEBEC STUDY. MOTHERS WERE THE MOST FREQUENT ABUSERS
(26%), WHEREAS ONLY 15% OF THE WOMEN SURVEYED FOR DAWN CANADA HAD
BEEN ABUSED BY A PARENT OF EITHER SEX, FOLLOWING MOTHERS.
BARILE'S RESPONDENTS NAMED A HUSBAND, BOY-FRIEND/LOVER OR MALE
CAREGIVER AS PERPETRATOR; 16.6% NAMED A PERPETRATOR IN ONE OF
THESE CATEGORIES.

OUR RESPONDENTS HAD HAD A LOT MORE OPPORTUNITY TO BE ABUSED
BY A SPOUSE. TWENTY-TWO PERCENT WERE IN A RELATIONSHIP, 20%
SEPARATED OR DIVORCED, 4% DIVORCED THEN REMARRIED. AND THREE
PERCENT WIDOWED. ONLY FORTY-THREE PERCENT WERE SINGLE. IF WE
COMBINE BARILE'S 16.6% WHO WERE ABUSED BY HUSBANDS WITH THE 16.6%
WHO EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE AT THE HANDS OF LOVERS OR BOYFRIENDS. WE
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GET 33%, SOMEWHAT CLOSER TO THE 44% WHICH IS OUR COMBINED TOTAL
FOR "SPOUSE" AND "BOYFRIEND/DATE" (37% + 7%). (BARILE 1988 8)

SOBSEY (1988A) FOUND FEWER FAMILIAL ABUSERS.,(30%) AND A
HIGHER INCIDENCE OF ABUSE BY CAREGIVERS (27%) THAN EITHER OUR
SURVEY OR BARILE'S. AGAIN, THE DIFFERENCES NO DOUBT REPRESENT
DIFFERENCES IN THE SAMPLE. SOBSEY WORKS A GREAT DEAL WITH
SEVERELY DISABLED PEOPLE, MORE OF WHOM WOULD BE MORE DEPENDENT ON
CAREGIVERS THAN THE WOMEN IN OUR SAMPLE. HOWEVER, A SIMILAR
VIOLATION OF TRUST |S DEMONSTRATED I[N ALL THREE STUDIES.
RESPONSE TO THE VIOLENCE

GRAPH 7: "DID YOU REPORT THE INCIDENT(S)?" (APPENDIX G)
INDICATES THAT LESS THAN HALF OF THOSE RESPONDENTS WHO
EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE REPORTED IT. STILL., 43% 1S TWICE AS HIGH AS
THE 20% RATE REPORTED BY RYERSON (QUOTED IN SOBSEY 19888:2.) THE

 FACT THAT REPORTING WAS NOT DEFINED IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE, AS WELL

AS THE TYPE OF SAMPLE MAY CONTRIBUTE TO THIS. RYERSON REFERRED
ONLY TO REPORTING TO "POLICE., COMMUNITY SERVICE AGENCIES, OR
OTHER AUTHORITIES.” IN OUR SURVEY., "REPORTING" INCLUDED TELL ING
PARENTS, A TEACHER, A DOCTOR OR A spousé ABOUT THE INCIDENT,
REFER TO GRAPH 8: "WHO DiD YOou REPORT THE I[NCIDENT(S) To?"
(APPEND IX H) FOR MORE DETAILS. ONLY 29% OF THE REPORTS INVOLVED
THE POLICE. AS GRAPH 9: "USE OF WOMENS SHELTERS AND SERVICES”
(APPENDIX |) SHOWS, ALMOST AS MANY REPORTS WERE MADE TO DOCTORS.
CARE-GIVERS, COUNSELLORS, TEACHERS AND HOSPITAL OFFICIALS
(GROUPED AS "PROFESSIONALS AND CAREGIVERS "PROF/CGIVER" FOR
GRAPH 9) AND TO PARENTS. AS WERE MADE TO POLICE.

THE RELATIVELY HIGH REPORTING RATE MAY ALSO REFLECT THE
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FACT THAT OUR RESPONDENTS ARE NOT AS ISOLATED AS ARE MANY WOMEN
WITH DISABILITIES. OVER HALF (52%) OF OUR RESPONDENTS ARE
MEMBERS OF DISABLED CONSUMER GROUPS: 41% WERE MEMBERS OF WOMEN'S
GROUPS: 32% WERE MEMBERS OF DAWN.  THUS, THE MAJORITY ARE WOMEN
WHO WOULD HAVE SOURCES OF INFORMATION AND SUPPORT. . THEY ARE
ALSO, OBVIOUSLY, WOMEN WHO HAVE A MEANS TO COMMUNICATE WITH US.
AS SOBSEY NOTES. PEOPLE "WHO EXPERIENCE SIGNIF!CANT COMMUNICATION
DEFICITS . . . WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO REPORT ABUSE., PARTICULARLY IF
NOT SPECIFICALLY ASKED." (1988A:6)

REPORTING DID NOT NECESSARILY MEAN GETTING HELP, OR GAINING
VAL IDATION. [N MOST CASES., IT DIDN'T. WE ASKED WOMEN WHO HAD
EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE., "WAS THE INCIDENT DEALT WITH SATISFACT-
ORILY?" MOST OF THEM TOLD US IT HAD NOT BEEN. ONLY 27% ANSWERED
"YES" TO THIS QUESTION:; 31% ANSWERED "NO." SEVENTEEN PERCENT
WERE "NOT COMPLETELY" SATISFIED., AND, TEN PERCENT ANSWERED THAT
THAT THEY WERE NOT BEL IEVED.

REASONS FOR NOT REPORT ING:

THE MOST COMMON REASONS WOMEN GAVE FOR NOT REPORTING WERE
FEAR (647% OF WOMEN WHO SAID THEY DID NOT REPORT THE ABUSE) AND
DEPENDENCY (55%). ONE WOMAN WROTE. "| WAS THREATENED." THESE
REASONS ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE GIVEN BY WOMEN WITHOUT DISABILITIES
WHO ARE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE. WE KNOW THAT, "ASSAULTED WOMEN KEEP
THE IR ABUSE TO THEMSELVES FOR TWO REASONS: FEAR AND SHAME."
(SUPPORT SERVICES FOR ASSAULTED WOMEN, UNDATED)

FEAR OF RETAL |ATION MAY BE WELL-FOUNDED : A HUSBAND MAY BEAT
THEM FOR REPORTING, A STRANGER MAY RETURN TO VIOLATE THEM AGAIN.
FEAR AND DEPENDENCY CAN BE LINKED. REPORTING A HUSBAND OFTEN
MEANS LOSS OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT. REPORTING A SERVICE PROVIDER
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CAN MEAN LOSS OF SERVICES. THIS FEAR WAS EVIDENT IN THE
RELUCTANCE OF SOME MEMBERS OF THE DISABLED COMMUNITY IN CALGARY
TO SUPPORT A WOMAN WHO WAS SEXUALLY ASSAULTED BY A HAND|-BUS
DRIVER IN THE FALL OF 1988.1

THREE WOMEN WHO DIDN'T REPORT SAID., "I WAS A CHILD AT THE
TIME." CHILDREN WHO ARE ABUSED., PARTICULARLY INCEST VICTIMS,
FEAR "BREAKING UP THE FAMILY." |IN SUCH CASES., IT IS OFTEN THE
VICTIM, RATHER THAN THE ABUSER, WHO 1S REMOVED FROM THE HOME FOR
HER “PROTECTION." MANY GIRLS WITH DISABILITIES HAVE BEEN
THREATENED WITH INSTITUTIONALIZATION, FOR THEM, THE FEAR OF
BANISHMENT 1S VERY REAL.

WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES WHO ARE VIOLATED BY A SPOUSE. AS 37%
OF THE VIOLATED WOMEN IN OUR SURVEY WERE., FACE OTHER BARRIERS TO
DISCLOSURE. FINANCIAL DEPENDENCY [S REAL AND POVERTY MAY SEEM AN
EQUALLY UNHAPPY ALTERNATIVE TO BATTERING. EMOTIONAL DEPENDENCY 1S
ALSO REAL.

MOST BATTERED WIVES ARE RELUCTANT TO BREAK UP THE MARRIAGE.,
THEY BLAME THEMSELVES: THREE WOMEN TOLD US THEY DIDN'T REPORT
BECAUSE, “| FELT IT WAS MY FAULT." THEY BLAME ALCOHOL. THEY HbPE
HE WILL CHANGE. THEY DO NOT WANT TO DEPRIVE THE CHILDREN OF THEIR
FATHER. THEY ARE RELUCTANT TO ADMIT THAT THEY HAVE FAILED IN WHAT
MANY STILL SEE AS A WOMAN'S DUTY., "KEEPING THE MARRIAGE
TOGETHER." A WOMAN MAY RATIONALIZE HER CURRENT SITUATION, "HE
ONLY BEATS ME WHEN HE'S DRUNK, OR WHEN HE THINKS |'M BEING LAZY:
'L JUST TRY HARDER," AND SHE STAYS.

AS FEMALES, WE ARE RAISED TO BE "NICE". AS INDIVIDUALS WI|TH
DISABILITIES, WE ARE TAUGHT TO BE COMPLIANT (SOBSEY 1988B:6). WE
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GROW UP WITH A LACK OF SELF-ESTEEM THAT MAKES US EASY PREY FOR
MEN WHO WANT A WOMAN WHO WILL BE A VIRTUAL SLAVE TO THEM. SUCH
MEN MAY HAVE GROWN UP AS VICTIMS OF ABUSE AND NOW IT IS THEIR
TURN TO INFLICT IT,

THE STORY THAT "JANET" TOLD DURING A TAPED GROUP INTERVIEW
ILLUSTRATES MANY OF REAL AND APPARENT SHACKLES THAT ENSLAVE
DISABLED VICTIMS OF ABUSE. OTHER EXCERPTS FROM THIS STORY WERE
INCLUDED IN THE FIRST PAPER IN THIS SERIES, WHO DO WE THINK WE
ARE: SELE IMAGE AND WOMEN WITH D1SABILITIES (RIDINGTON 19894).
JANET SAYS:

SHORTLY AFTER WE WERE MARRIED, MY HUSBAND RAPED ME A

FEW TIMES. BUT THE RAPING | WENT THROUGH WAS PRETTY

SEVERE. THAT'S WHEN HE HAD ME AT GUNPOINT.

“"SONYA", ANOTHER MEMBER OF THE GROUP, ASKED FOR CLARIF ICATION:

THAT'S WHEN YOU WERE MARRIED TO HIM? YOU MEAN YOQU
REFUSED TO MAKE LOVE AND HE .

JANET'S ANSWER MAKES CLEAR THAT THE EPISODE WAS A BRUTAL.
VIOLENT RAPE.

NOo, NO. NO. HIS SISTERS BOTH HAD BEEN RAPED AND WERE

LEFT WITH CHILDREN TO BEAR. AND BECAUSE | WAS NOT

RAPED LIKE THEY WERE. HE WANTED ME TO BE RAPED ALSO.

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONFIRMS FEEL INGS OF WORTHLESSNESS. HUSBANDS
LIKE JANET'S USUALLY VERBALLY ABUSE US AS WELL. THEY TELL US.
OVER AND OVER, THAT WE COULD NOT SURVIVE WITHOUT A MAN, WE COME
TO BELIEVE THE REPEATED MESSAGE., "YOU CAN'T LEAVE ME -- NO OTHER
MAN WOULD EVER WANT YOU." WE BECOME INCAPABLE OF CONCEPTUALIZING
AN [INDEPENDENT LIFE. IN JANET'S CASE, THERE WERE BOTH
PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL BARRIERS PREVENTING HER FROM LEAVING.
| ASKED JANET WHETHER SHE TRIED TO GET HELP FROM ANYONE. SHE
ANSWERED
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YEAH, OH YEAH, AND WHEN | WAS WITH HIM IT WAS HARD TO

GET HELP. PEOPLE KNOWING., AFTER SEEING HIS BEHAV IOUR

AND EVERYTHING — PEOPLE KNEW., BUT THERE WAS NOTHING

THEY COULD DO, BECAUSE HE WAS THAT VIOLENT. AND IF

THEY TRIED TO RESCUE ME FROM THE HOUSE., HE HAD TWO

LOADED RIFLES IN THE HOUSE. AND IT WASN'T UNTIL HE WAS

HOSPITAL | ZED THAT THEY COULD TAKE THE GUNS AWAY., AND

GET RID OF THEM, AND HIDE THEM ON HIM. AND HE'S NOT.

BY THE POLICE NOW., HE'S NOT ALLOWED TO BE NEAR A

FIREARM, OR ANYONE WHO HAS ANY F|REARMS.

(FROM TRANSCRIPT OF TAPE OF MEETING)

JANET'S RESPONSE REFLECTS MANY OF THE BARRIERS THAT FACE ALL
BATTERED WOMEN AND ARE EXACERBATED FOR BATTERED WOMEN WHO HAVE
DISABILITIES. REPORTING OR SEEKING HELP MAY BRING MORE VIOLENCE
AS A RESULT. THOSE WHO MIGHT HELP FEAR THAT THE VIOLENCE WILL BE
TURNED AGAINST THEM, THEY ALSO FEEL POWERLESS.

FIVE WOMEN., OR 12% OF THOSE WHO DID NOT REPORT, SAID THAT
THEY HAD, "NO ONE | TRUSTED TO TELL." |SOLATION, LACK OF SUPPORT
SERVICES., AND NO KNOWLEDGE OF VIABLE ALTERNATIVES MAKE LEAVING
EVEN MORE TERRIFYING: HOW CAN A WOMAN WHO NEEDS HELP TO GET UP IN
THE MORNING LOOK AFTER HERSELF AND HER CHILDREN WI|THOUT A
PARTNER? WHERE WILL SHE LIVE?

FOR WOMEN WHO HAVE CHILDREN, THERE |S AN ADDITIONAL DEMON TO
FACE: THE FEAR THAT THEY MAY LOSE THEIR CHILDREN., THAT TERROR IS
WELL GROUNDED. MANY WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES DO LOSE THEIR
CHILDREN. IN WHAT THEY SEE AS., "THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE
CHILD." JUDGES MAY DECIDE THAT A PARENT WHO HAS NO DISABILITY.,
EVEN AN ABUSIVE PARENT., S MORE CAPABLE OF CARING FOR A CHILD
THAN 1S A WOMAN WITH A DISABILITY. UNTIL THE NECESSARY COMMUNITY
SUPPORTS FOR MOTHERS WITH DISABILITIES ARE IN PLACE, SUCH
JUDGMENTS WILL CONTINUE TO BE MADE. _

[T IS TRUE THAT WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES WHO GAIN CUSTODY OF

THEIR CHILDREN WILL NOT FIND PARENTING SIMPLE AND EASY., AS IS
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DISCUSSED IN ANOTHER OF OUR COMPANION PAPERS., JHE ONLY PARENT IN
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. (RIDINGTON 19898) SINGLE MOTHERS WHO ARE
DISABLED FACE GREAT DIFFICULTIES.

FOR SOME OF US, THE BARRIERS SEEM SO INSURMOUNTABLE THAT
EVEN A HUSBAND'S ABUSE OF OUR CHILDREN 1S LESS SCARY THAN THE
UNKNOWN WORLD IN WHICH WE WOULD HAVE TO MOTHER ALONE. “CLARE" 15
BLIND AND SEEMED TO DISCOUNT THE EXTREME NATURE OF HER HUSBAND'S
PHYSICAL AND SEXUAL ABUSE. HER HUSBAND IS AN ALCOHOLIC. WHEN HER
TWO DAUGHTERS WERE TWO YEARS OLD AND 5 MONTHS OLD., HE THREATENED
TO KILL HIMSELF., AND HER AND THE GIRLS AS WELL. WHEN THE KIDS
WERE THREE AND FOUR, HE FONDLED THEM., THE CHILD PROTECTION
BRANCH WAS CONTACTED. SHE FEELS THEY OVER-REACTED.

THEY TREATED IT LIKE RAPE-- | COULDN'T SEE WHAT WAS GOING ON

BUT | WOULD HAVE HEARD SCREAMS IF HE HAD PENETRATED THEM,

THEY JUST PICKED THEIR BRAINS TO SEE IF THEY COULD LAY

CHARGES." (FROM NOTES MADE DURING INTERVIEW)

CLARE 15 SURE OF THE DETAILS: "THE KIDS DEMONSTRATE THINGS
FOR ME. SO | KNOW WHAT HAPPENED." NOW. SHE |S SEPARATED FROM HER
HUSBAND, HE 1S ALLOWED TO COME FOR SUPERVISED VISITS BUT HE

DOESN'T LIKE SUPERYISORS. SHE MISSES HIM AND FINDS IT HARD TO

. COPE ALONE.

FOR ANY OF US, INDEPENDENCE 1S HARD-EARNED. FOR SOME OF US,
|T SEEMS UNATTAINABLE. WOMEN WITH THE COURAGE TO ATTEMPT NEW
LIVES SHOULD BE GETTING ENCOURAGEMENT FROM OTHER WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES BUT THIS IS OFTEN NOT EVIDENT. BECAUSE OF OUR OWN
INSECURITIES, WE MAY BE JEALOUS OF A FRIEND'S HARD-WON FREEDOM
AND JUDGMENTAL OF HER RATHER THAN SUPPORTIVE.

THE OTHER MEMBERS OF JANET'S GROUP SEEMED TO DOUBT HER WHEN
SHE SAID SHE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO ESCAPE. ON THE TAPE, SONYA ASKED.
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"DID YOU EVER ASK YOURSELF. WHY DID YOU PUT UP WITH STUFF L IKE

THAT?" JANET'S ANSWER WAS GRAPHIC.

YES | DID, BUT IT'S HARD TO EXPLAIN. A LOT OF PEOPLE

ASK ME WHY | PUT UP WITH IT. | WASN'T TRYING TO PUT UP

WITH IT. | WAS A PRISONER. THERE'S ABIG DIFFERENCE.

| WAS A PRISONER IN MY OWN HOME." ,

IT DIDN'T END THERE. "DOREEN", ANOTHER GROUP MEMBER
DEMANDED., "WHY WERE YOU A PRISONER. THOUGH?" JANET GAVE HER
ANOTHER CLEAR ANSWER,

HE HAD A 388 RIFLE LOADED., AND A SHOTGUN LOADED, AND IF

| LEFT THE HOUSE HE WAS GOING TO TRACK ME DOWN AND K ILL

ME. | COULDN'T DO A THING ABOUT MY SITUATION,

DOREEN HAD TOLD THE GROUP THAT HER HUSBAND BATTERED HER.
"AFTER THE ACCIDENT. WHEN | WAS NOT MYSELF." BUT NOW SHE SEEMED
TO HOLD JANET RESPONSIBLE FOR HER EXPERIENCE. SHE CONTINUED:

REGARDLESS OF WHO THE PERSON 1S, AND REGARDLESS OF WHAT

DISABILITY THAT PERSON MAY HAVE, WHETHER IT BE SUBTLE.

VERY OBVIOQUS, [N BETWEEN, WHATEVER., | THINK THAT EVERY

INDIVIDUAL -- BAR SOME INSTANCES -- HAS ENOUGH COMMON

SENSE., SO THAT THEY CAN SEE WHAT 1S HAPPENING, AND THEY

CAN GET THEMSELVES OUT OF THAT SITUATION BEFORE IT

BECOMES LIFE-THREATENING., |'M SAYING YOU SHOULD KNOW

THAT BEFOREHAND, AND IF YOU'VE ALREADY EXPERIENCED

THAT KIND OF THING THEN --

JANET CONTINUED TO DEFEND HERSELF. |IN DOING SO, SHE
ADDRESSED ISSUES THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO ANY UNDERSTANDING OF
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN. AND PARTICULARLY PERTINENT FOR WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES WHO ARE ABUSED.

BUT YOU CAN NOT ALWAYS BE THAT WAY. WHERE A WOMAN HAS

BEEN BURNT., AND ABUSED. AND EVERYTHING ELSE., AND BEEN

LONELY FOR A LONG TIME, YOU CAN'T SAY THAT,

INDEED YOU CANNOT. JANET HAD BEEN IN AN ACCIDENT AS A TEEN-
AGER AND HAD BEEN LABELLED AND ABUSED AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE
HEAD INJURIES SHE RECEIVED. HER HUSBAND SEEMED TO WANT HER.

HE SEEMED TO GIVE HER THE LOVE SHE WANTED. SHE IS NOT AT FAULT
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FOR WANTING TO BE LOVED. NOR |S SHE WRONG TO HAVE FEARED A
RAPIST WHO HAD A GUN. THE POINT IS NOT WHETHER OR NOT JANET WOULD
HAVE BEEN SHOT. THE POINT 1S THAT SHE BELIEVED SHE WOULD BE, AND
THAT NO ONE WOULD HELP HER ESCAPE. THE DISBELIEF AND
DEFENS |VENESS SOME GROUP MEMBERS SHOW IN REACTION TO JANET'S
STORY DEMONSTRATE THAT WE HAVE A LOT TO LEARN ABOUT ACKNOWLEDGING
AND OVERCOMING VIOLENCE. WE CAN NOT HELP EACH OTHER UNTIL WE
EXAMINE THE OPPRESSION THAT WE ARE SUBJECT TO AND TO WHICH WE
SUBJECT OTHERS.

ACCESS TO SUPPORT SERVICES:

BATTERING LOWERS SELF-ESTEEM:~ SO DOES DISABILITY. THE SELF-
CONF |DENCE OF DISABLED VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE IS DOUBLY JEOPARDIZED.
REPORTING TAKES CONF |DENCE IN YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE, CERTAINTY THAT
YOUR VISION OF REALITY IS VALID, |T CAN BE THE PRELUDE TC
ENCOUNTERS WITH THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM THAT REQUIRE STAMINA AND
COURAGE. THIS 1S AN ORDEAL FOR ANY WOMAN, ONE IN WHICH SHE WILL
REQUIRE |NFORMED SUPPORT.

FEMINISTS REALIZED OVER FIFTEEN YEARS AGO THAT WOMEN NEEDED
SUPPORT TO GET OUT OF VIOLENT MARRIAGES. OR TO OVERCOME THE
TRAUMA OF RAPE. WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES COULD BENEFIT EVEN MORE
FROM SUCH SERVICES THAN OUR NONE-DISABLED SISTERS DO. BUT THEY
ARE LESS AVAILABLE TO US.

IN THE EARLY 197@S, THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT BEGAN DEVELOPING
TRANS ITION HOUSES AND RAPE CRISIS CENTRES TO PROVIDE THAT
SUPPORT. TRANSITION HOUSES GIVE SHELTER, COUNSELLING, AND
INFORMAT |ION TO ABUSED WOMEN. WORKERS ASSIST RESIDENTS THROUGH
NECESSARY COURT PROCEDURES AND IN OTHER TASKS NECESSARY TO
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REINTEGRATE THEIR LIVES. RESIDENTS BEGIN TO OVERCOME THEIR
FEELINGS OF GUILT, AND TO RECOGNI|ZE THAT THE VIOLENCE WAS NOT
THEIR FAULT, BUT RATHER THE RESULT OF SOCIETAL FACTORS. THEY
START TO GAIN SELF-ESTEEM (RIDINGTON 1978). MOST RAPE CRISIS
CENTRES, LIKE VANCOUVER'S WAVAW/RCC (WOMEN AGAINST VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN/RAPE CRISIS CENTRE) OFFER "RAPE VICTIMS
SUPPORT., ACCOMPANIMENT [TO COURT] INFORMATION, AND ADVOCACY
SERVICES." (RIDINGTON 1982:104)

ALTHOUGH THEY REMAIN POORLY FUNDED, TRANSITION HOUSES AND
RAPE CRISIS CENTRES ARE NOW WELL ESTABLISHED ACROSS CANADA,.
SINCE WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES ARE VULNERABLE TO VIOLENCE, THESE
SERVICES SHOULD BE AVAILABLE TO THEM. HOWEVER, ONLY 10% OF OUR
RESPONDENTS WHO STATED THEY HAD BEEN VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE WENT TO
RAPE CRISIS CENTRES OR TRANSITION HOUSES (SEE GRAPH 9). ONLY HALF
OF THAT SMALL NUMBER (FIVE WOMEN OF THE 99 WHO EXPERIENCED
VIOLENCE) WERE ACCOMMODATED. ONE WOMAN WHO HAD BEEN RAPED MET
WITH A RAPE CRISIS CENTRE WORKER AT AN ACCESSIBLE LOCATION, AWAY
FROM THE INACCESSIBLE CENTRE.

PERHAPS SOME OF THE WOMEN WERE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE PRIOR TO
THE ESTABL ISHMENT OF THESE WOMEN'S SERVICES. OTHERS MAY LIVE IN
REMOTE AREAS WHERE NO WOMEN'S SERVICES EXIST. [ELEVEN PERCENT OF
THE WOMEN WHO REPORTED VIOLENCE STATED THAT NO TRANSITION HOUSE
OR RAPE CRISIS CENTRE 1S AVAILABLE. YET EVEN WHEN THESE SERVICES
ARE AVAILABLE TO OTHER WOMEN, THE MAJORITY ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO
MANY WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES., FIVE WOMEN, THE SAME NUMBER AS THE
NUMBER OF WOMEN WHO USED WOMEN'S SERVICES, SAlb THAT THEY WERE
NOT ACCOMMODATED BECAUSE THE TRANSITION HOUSE OR CRIS|S CENTRE
WAS NOT ACCESSIBLE. MOST WOMEN'S- SERVICES OFFER NO SPECIAL
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FACILITIES FOR WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES. THEY HAVE NOT MADE
ACCOMMODAT ING WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES A HIGH PRIORITY, THEY HAVE
DONE VERY LITTLE TO MAKE WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES AWARE OF THEIR
SERVICES AND TO MAKE THEMSELVES ACCESSIBLE TO US.

WOMEN'S SERVICES OPERATE ON SMALL BUDGETS AND TEND TO BE
LOCATED IN OLD HOUSES OR UNUSED OFFICE SPACE DONATED BY
GOVERNMENTS OR SERVICE AGENCIES. RAPE CRISIS CENTRES ARE IN
BUILDINGS WITHOUT ELEVATORS. TRANSITION HOUSES HAVE STAIRCASES
AND MOST OF THE BEDROOMS ARE UP AT LEAST ONE FLIGHT. FEW HAVE
TELEPHONE DEVICES FOR THE DEAF (TDDS) OR STAFF WHO KNOW AMERICAN
S1GN LANGUAGE. OUR CURRENT SURVEY WILL GIVE MORE EXACT
INFORMATION ON THE DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED BY WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES WHO ATTEMPT TO USE WOMEN'S SERVICES AND THE MANUAL
TO BE PRODUCED AS A RESULT OF THE PROJECT WILL GIVE SUGGEST IONS
FOR OVERCOMING THESE PROBLEMS.

TRANS I TION HOUSE WORKERS WORK HARD IN CONDITIONS OF CONSTANT
STRESS. |T 1S UNDERSTANDABLE., IF NOT ACCEPTABLE, THAT SOME CRISIS
INTERVENT ION WORKERS SEEM TO REGARD WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES AS AN
ADDED AGGRAVATION. ONE MENTIONED A WOMAN WHO HAD SLEPT ON THE
COUCH, BECAUSE SHE COULDN'T GET UP TO THE BEDROOMS. SHE "BOTHERED
OTHER RESIDENTS."

SOME WORKERS ARE TRYING VERY HARD TO ACCOMMODATE US. | SPENT
TWO HOURS TALKING WITH A WORKER AT A TRANSITION HOUSE I[N ST.
JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAND. EXCERPTS FROM THIS INTERVIEW SHOW THAT
WHILE PHYSICAL ACCESSIBILITY IS THE MAIN PROBLEM., THERE [S ALSO A
NEED FOR SUPPORT SERVICES TO ENABLE WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES TO
GET THE SERVICE RECEIVED BY WOMEN WITHOUT DISABILITIES.
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RIGHT NOW, THERE'S A WOMAN STAYING WITH US WHO IS DEAF
AND WHO NEEDS INTERPRETING SERVICES, AND THAT HAS BEEN A
REAL PROBLEM. WE DO HAVE ACCESS TO INTERPRETING
SERVICES, BUT WE HAD A SITUATION THAT DEVELOPED WHERE WE

NEEDED AN |INTERPRETER =-- THERE'S AN [INCIDENT THAT
HAPPENED -- A CRISIS =- AND WE NEEDED SOMEONE DURING THE
NIGHT TO INTERPRET, TO INTERPRET WITH THE POLICE -- IT

WAS A SERIOUS INCIDENT., ANYWAY. TURNED OUT THERE WAS
SOMEONE WHO USED TO BE ON STAFF WITH US WHO COULD
INTERPRET, SO SHE CAME IN ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS, BuT.
MEAN., IT 1S VERY DIFFICULT GETTING PEOPLE WHEN YOU NEED
THEM, BECAUSE THERE JUST AREN'T ENOUGH |INTERPRETERS. ...
THERE JUST AREN'T ENOUGH. THE SERVICES ARE JUST
NOT THERE. (FROM TRANSCRIPTION OF TAPE OF INTERVIEW)

WORKERS AT THE ST. JOHN'S HOUSE TRIED TO FACILITATE ACCESS FOR
WOMEN WITH MOBILITY IMPAIRMENTS TO A CENTRE -THAT 1S "ACTUALLY TWO
HOUSES THAT ARE CONNECTED., AND IT HAS STAIRCASES, FOUR LEVELS OF
STAIRS., . . THE BATHROOMS ARE ON THE SECOND AND THIRD FLOORS."
THEY HAD SOMEONE COME IN AND DO AN ASSESSMENT. THEY GOT AN
ESTIMATE TO PUT IN A LIFT, FOR THE OUTSIDE OF THIS HOUSE, SO
WOMEN IN WHEELCHAIRS "COULD GET IN THE FRONT DOOR . . WE
THOUGHT., "WELL. THAT'S A FIRST STEP, AT LEAST WOMEN COULD GET
SOME INITIAL COUNSELL ING, AND GO TO A SUPPORT GROUP., THAT LEVEL."
THEY APPLIED TO SOCIAL SERVICES FOR THE MONEY, BUT DIDN'T GET IT.

THERE IS DEMONSTRATED NEED FOR A NEW HOUSE. LIKE MOST OTHER

HOUSE, ST. JOHN'S CAN NOT KEEP UP WITH THE DEMAND FOR SERVICES."

|F THEY GET A HOUSE., THEY WILL WORK WITH WOMEN FOR CHANGE, THE
ST. JOHN'S-BASED GROUP OF WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES, TO ENSURE THAT
IT IS ACCESSIBLE.

IN JUNE., 1988, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED A
$40.000.90¢ PROGRAM TO ADDRESS THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF FAMILY
VIOLENCE., SIX FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS SHARE THE MONEY. CANADA
MORTGAGE AND HoOUSING CORPORATION (CMHC) I|s SPENDING $22,200,000
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TO CREATE NEW SHELTERS FOR BATTERED WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN.
COMMUNITY GROUPS ARE APPLYING TO CMHC FOR FUNDS TO SET UP NEW
SHELTERS BY BUILDING NEW TRANSITION HOUSES, OR BUYING AND
CONVERTING OLD BUILDINGS TO THAT USE. HOWEVER., AS SHIRLEY MASUDA
POINTED OUT IN HER ARTICLE IN DAWN CANADA'S NEWSLETTER, IHRIVING.
THERE 1S NOTHING IN THE PROGRAM THAT SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSES THE
PROBLEM OF ACCESSIBILITY., THE HONOURABLE STEWART MCINNES, IN A
LETTER TO DAWN B.C., STATED THAT CMHC WILL "GIVE PRIORITY TO NEW
HOUSES THAT SERVE THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF DISABLED WOMEN., AND
NATIVE, |MM|GRANT AND RURAL WOMEN." RENOVATION OF EXISTING
SHELTERS WAS NOT MENTIONED. (MASUDA 1988: 4)

WHEN SERVICES ARE ACCESSIBLE, WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES USE
THEM. THE SEATTLE RAPE ReLIEF DEVELOPMENT DISABILITIES PROJECT
REPORTED THAT IT DEALT WI!TH OVER 30@ DISABLED VICTIMS OF SEXUAL
ABUSE IN A TWO AND ONE-HALF YEAR PERIOD ENDING [N 1984,
(MCPHERSON 1984) NO SUCH QUTREACH PROJECT EXISTS IN CANADA.
HOWEVER, WE WOULD WELCOME ONE. [N HER SURVEY, MARIA BARILE ASKED
"WHICH ORGANI|ZATION(S) SHOULD RESPOND TO THE NEEDS OF WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES IN CASE OF SEXUAL OR PHYSICAL ASSAULT?" FORTY
PERCENT OF HER RESPONDENTS CHECKED OFF "WOMEN'S CENTRES
(HEALTH/ASSAULT)" AND 50% OPTED FOR "WOMEN'S SHELTERS." [N
COMPARISON, ONLY 26% OF THE SURVEYED WOMEN THOUGHT "HOSP|TALS"
SHOULD RESPOND. (BARILE 1988:3)

WOMEN WHO HAVE SPEECH, HEARING AND/OR VISUAL |MPAIRMENTS,
WOMEN WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AND WOMEN WITH MULTIPLE
DISABILITIES CAN HAVE DIFFICULTY ATTRACTING HELP, RESISTING
DURING SEXUAL ASSAULT AND/OR DIFFICULTY [N IDENTIFYING THEIR
ASSAILANT. WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES OFTEN HAVE VERY FEW RESOURCES
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AND MAY HAVE HAD LITTLE OPPORTUNITY TO UNDERSTAND THE JUSTICE
SYSTEM. BECAUSE WOMEN'S SERVICES ARE INACCESSIBLE TO US, WE ARE
AMONG THOSE WHO ARE LEAST LIKELY TO HAVE THE SUPPORT OF SKILLED
CRISIS WORKERS AFTER AN ASSAULT AND THROUGHOUT A COURT CASE.
WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF SKILLED WORKERS. REPORTING CAN BE AS
DEVASTATING AND AS TRAUMATIC AN EXPERIENCE AS THE VIOLENCE [TSELF.

DISABLED VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE WHO DO COME IN CONTACT WITH THE
JUSTICE SYSTEM CAN EXPECT TO FIND IT CONFUSING AND UNSYMPATHETIC,
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS MAY BE DIFFICULT TO REACH. POLICE
DEPARTMENTS MAY NOT HAVE A TDD., IF ONE DOES EXIST., IT MAY NOT BE
PLUGGED INTO THE EMERGENCY SYSTEM.

NOTHING IS SIMPLE. A BATTERED WIFE MUST APPLY FOR A WHOLE
SERIES OF COURT ORDERS: FIRST, A NON-ENTRY ORDER TO PROHIBIT A
HUSBAND FROM ENTERING THE HOME AND AN [NTERIM CUSTODY ORDER FOR
THE CHILDREN: LATER. A MAINTENANCE ORDER AND A FINAL CUSTODY
ORDER. |F AN ASSAULT CHARGE IS LALD, IT LEADS TO COURT
APPEARANCES, CROSS-EXAMINATION AND POSSIBLE REPRISALS. WOMEN
MUST HAVE ACCESS TO THE LEGAL SYSTEM AND ABUSERS MUST NOT BE LEFT
TO VIOLATE US AGAIN OR TO ABUSE OTHER WOMEN. HOWEVER, LEGAL
PROCEEDINGS ARE COMPLEX AND WOMEN WHO UNDERTAKE THEM SHOULD KNOW
WHAT THEY ARE GETTING INTQ AND HAVE SUPPORT WHILE GOING THROUGH
THE COURTS.

COURTS AND LEGAL AID SERVICES MAY BE LOCATED IN BUILDINGS
WITHOUT WHEELCHAIR ACCESS. CROWN COUNSELS MAY REFUSE TO CONSIDER
CHARGES "WELL-FOUNDED" IF THE VICTIMS IS NOT ARTICULATE, WELL-
DRESSED AND "CREDIBLE" IN THEIR.EYES. MOST CROWN COUNSELS ARE
MEN. SOME MAY TAKE THE ATTITUDE THAT WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES ARE
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NOT SEXUALLY DESIRABLE AND THAT THE VICTIM SHOULD BE GLAD SOMEONE
"PAID ATTENTION TO HER." (MCPHERSON 1984) ONLY 27% OF THE WOMEN
WHO REPORTED VIOLENCE FELT THAT |IT HAD BEEN DEALT WITH
SATISFACTORILY. OUR FORTHCOMING STUDY WILL DELVE MORE DEEPLY
INTO THE QUESTION OF REPORTING, SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS, AND FOLLOW
UP.

LEGAL |SSUES:

ASSAULT, INCLUDING SEXUAL ASSAULT. IS AN ABUSE OF POWER. SEX
BETWEEN AN ADULT AND ANY CHILD. WHETHER SHE IS DISABLED OR NOT,
IS ASSAULT BECAUSE OF THE IMBALANCE OF POWER INVOLVED. |F THE
ADULT 1S A PARENT OR CAREGIVER, THERE IS ALSO A BETRAYAL OF
TRUST.

IN ANY SEXUAL ACT WHERE ONE PARTICIPANT IS IN A POSITION OF
POWER OVER THE OTHER, TRUE CONSENT CANNOT BE GIVEN. SEXUAL
ACTIVITIES SHOULD BE ENTERED INTO VOLUNTARILY, WITHOUT CCERCION,
INTIMIDATION, OR PRESSURE. CONSENT, OR THE LACK OF IT,
DISTINGUISHES SEXUAL INTIMACY FROM SEXUAL ASSAULT, THIS IS A
COMPLEX QUESTION WITH REGARD TO WOMEN WITH SEVERE DISABILITIES.
FOR WOMEN WHO ARE INSTITUTIONALIZED, WOMEN WHO ARE DEPENDENT ON
OTHERS FOR PERSONAL CARE, AND WOMEN WHO HAVE BEEN GIVEN NO
EDUCAT ION ABOUT SEX., THE ISSUE OF CONSENT IS PROBLEMATIC, THEY
MAY NOT HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION TO BE ABLE TO DISTINGUISH A TOUCH
THAT 1S NECESSARY FOR HYGIENIC REASONS FROM AN ABUSIVE TOUCH.
THEY MAY BE DEPENDENT -- EMOTIONALLY. FINANCIALLY, AND PHYSICALLY
-- ON THEIR ABUSER, -

IN 1988, AMENDMENTS WERE MADE TO THE CRIMINAL CODE TO
PROHIBIT SEXUAL CONTACT BETWEEN A YOUNG PERSON AND SOMEONE IN A
POSITION OF TRUST. HOWEVER, SUCH MEASURES DON'T DEAL WITH THE
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PROBLEM OF WOMEN WHO, DUE TO THEIR DISABILITY, REMAIN TO A
GREATER OR LESSER EXTENT DEPENDENT ON OTHERS THROUGHOUT THE IR
LIFETIMES. OBVIQUSLY, DEPENDENCY MAKES IT DIFFICULT TO REFUSE
SEXUAL ACTIVITY, AND TO LAY COMPLAINTS AGAINST A SEXUAL ABUSER.
IF A WOMAN HAS ONCE CONSENTED., ALBEIT NOT IN FREE WILL, A "SEXUAL
HISTORY" WITH THAT ABUSER BEGINS ACCUMULATING.

WHEN A WOMAN FINALLY GAINS STRENGTH OR HAS SUPPORT TO RID
HERSELF OF THE ABUSE, THIS HISTORY COULD WORK AGAINST HER.
REPORT ING MEANS THAT SHE WILL HAVE TO APPEAR IN COURT, FACE HER
ABUSER, AND 1IN THE CASE OF SEXUAL ASSAULT. PERHAPS DEFEND
HERSELF AGAINST ACCUSATIONS REGARDING "ANY PREVIOUS SEXUAL
ACTIVITY" WITH THE ACCUSED. THIS PRESENTS AN OVERWHELMING
HURDLE. SINCE 1983, THERE HAS BEEN SOME PROTECTION FOR YICTIMS
BUILT INTO THE CRIMINAL CODE. TESTIMONY REGARDING THE SEXUAL
HISTORY OF THE VICTIM WITH PERSONS OTHER THAN THE ACCUSED HAS NOT
BEEN ALLOWED. HOWEVER, THIS GIVES NO PROTECTION TO VICTIMS WHO
HAVE BEEN ABUSED BY THE SAME PERSON -- A SPOUSE, A FATHER., A CARE
GIVER — OVER A LONG PERIOD OF TIME, THE LIMITED PROTECTION WE
NOW HAVE 1S BEING CHALLENGED IN TWO CASES THAT WILL BE HEARD
SIMULTANEOUSLY BY THE SUPREME COURT IN LATE 1989, DAWN CANADA
HAS PARTICIPATED IN CONSULTATIONS WITH THE WOMEN'S ADVOCACY
GROUP, LEAF (LEGAL EDUCATION AND ACTION FUND), WHICH 15
INTERVENING IN THESE CASES., REGINA V. SEABQYER AND REGINA V.
GAYME . 2 |

TRUE CONSENT MUST BE INFORMED CONSENT. MANY WOMEN WITH"
DISABILITIES RECEIVE LITTLE SEX EDUCATION, OR NONE AT ALL. IN A
SOCIETY WHERE ONLY PERFECT. YOUNG BODIES ARE SEEN AS "SEXY",
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WOMEN WHOSE BODIES DO NOT MEET THAT CRITERIA MAY BE SEEN AS
UNATTRACT IVE AND THEREFORE NOT IN NEED OF INFORMATION ON SEX,
BUT WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES DO HAVE SEX, WITH CONSENT AND WITHOUT
IT. SPECIFIC, CLEAR SEX EDUCATION WHICH INCLUDES INFORMATION ON
HOW TO AVOID UNWANTED CONTACTS SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL
WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES. SPECIAL PROGRAMS SHOULD BE DESIGNED FOR
WOMEN WITH SPECIFIC DISABILITIES: FOR EXAMPLE. INFORMATION ON
TAPE AND/OR IN BRAILLE FOR WOMEN WITH VISUAL DISABILITIES., AND
INFORMATION IN A SIMPLE, GRAPHIC FORM FOR WOMEN WITH
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.

WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES MUST BE PROTECTED AGAINST ABUSE AND
SEXUAL ASSAULT, HOWEVER, WE MUST TAKE GREAT CARE NOT TO DENY THE
RIGHT OF WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES TO ENJOY AND EXPRESS THEIR
SEXUALITY. THAT RIGHT HAS BEEN DENIED FAR TOO OFTEN. WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES HAVE BEEN STERILIZED AGAINST THEIR WILL, AND HAVE
BEEN GIVEN DANGEROUS DRUGS L IKE DEPO-PROVERA TO CONTROL THEIR
REPRODUCT IVE CAPACITIES.

HISTORICALLY, WOMEN WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES HAVE
BEEN DEN:ED THE RIGHT TO SEXUAL EXPRESSION, THE OLD SECTION 148
OF THE CRIMINAL CODE, WHICH RESTRICTED THEM FROM CONSENSUAL
SEXUAL ACTIVITY, WAS NOT REPEALED UNTIL 1983, PEOPLE WORKING WIN
SEXUALLY ABUSED INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL |MPAIRMENTS HAVE
STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF ASSESSING ABILITY TO CONSENT ON AN
INDIVIDUAL BASIS. (SENN. P, 64)

OTHER FORMS OF ABUSE:

WE HAVE LIMITED THIS DISCUSSION TO OVERT ACTS OF VIOLENCE,
BECAUSE THE QUESTIONS ON OUR SURVEY WERE DIRECTED TO SUCH OVERT
ACTS. BUT WE RECOGNIZE THAT VIOLENCE AGAINST ALL WOMEN TAKES
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MANY FORMS., AND HAS BROADER RAMIFICATIONS. AS YVONNE PETERS
SAID DURING A COALITION OF PROVINCIAL ORGANIZATIONS OF THE
HAND | CAPPED (COPOH) WORKSHOP ON VIOLENCE AND DISABLED WOMEN IN
1987

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN DOES NOT JUST APPLY TO PHYSICAL

VIOLENCE SUCH AS DOMESTIC ABUSE OR RAPE. IT ALSO

INCLUDES SEXUAL HARASSMENT, THE OBJECTIFICATION AND

EXPLOITATION OF WOMEN BY THE MEDIA, PORNOGRAPHY., THE

OVER-MEDICATION OF WOMEN, THE LACK OF CONTROL BY WOMEN

OF THEIR OWN BODIES, AND THE EXCLUSION OF WOMEN FROM

INSTITUTIONS OF POWER, WEALTH AND STATUS. (PETERS 1987)

IN TRUTH, WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES MAY ESCAPE ONE ABUSIVE
SITUATION ONLY TO ENTER ANOTHER. FOR OTHERS., THE ALTERNATIVE TO
ABUSE MAY BE POVERTY AND [SOLATION -- WHICH ARE SIMPLY MORE
SUBTLE FORMS OF ABUSE.

ALL WOMEN DEAL WITH SUBTLE. AND NOT SO SUBTLE., ABUSE EVERY
DAY, THE EFFECTS OF STEREOTYPICAL IMAGES OF WOMEN AND OF
DISABLED PEOPLE ON WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES WERE DISCUSSED IN WHO
Do WE THINK WE ARE: SELE-IMAGE AND WOMEN WIIH DISABILITIES
(RIDINGTON 1989A), THE FIRST PAPER IN THIS SERIES. IN ITS MOST
OBY 10US FORM, SUCH STEREOTYPES BECOME MANIFEST |IN PORNOGRAPHY
WHICH SPECIFICALLY ADVISES MEN TO SEEK OUT WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES AS VICTIMS, BECAUSE THEY ARE LESS ABLE TO RESIST.

| RECENTLY COMPLETED THREE YEARS AS CHAIR OF THE B.C,
PERIODICAL REVIEW BOARD. IN THAT JoB., | REVIEWED 3,000 "MEN'S
SOPHISTICATE" MAGAZINES. ALL PORTRAYED WOMEN IN CONTORTED AND
RESTRICTIVE POSES, WEARING GARTER BELTS AND SPIKE HEELS WHICH
IMPEDE THE IR FREEDOM TO MOVE. ALL GAVE THE MESSAGE THAT WOMEN
REALLY WANT TO BE RAPED: THAT WHEN WE SAY "NO", WE REALLY MEAN

"YES." (RIDINGTON 1989) MANY INCLUDE DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF
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COERCIVE SEX INVOLVING WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES. HUSILER
CONTINUALLY CARRIES CARTOONS AND JOKES ABOUT THE DISABL ING AND
DISMEMBERMENT OF WOMEN. THE MOST FRIGHTENING EXAMPLE |S THE ONE
IN WHICH HUSTLER'S PUBLISHER., LARRY FLYNT, RECOMMENDS THAT MEN
LOOK FOR YOUNG GIRLS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES TO RAPE,
"BECAUSE THEY WON'T BE ABLE TO TELL WHAT HAPPENED." (CITED IN
SENN 1988) OUR 1988 QUESTIONNAIRE DID NOT CONTAIN ITEMS
ABOUT MEDICAL ABUSE OF WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES, THE VIOLENCE THAT
OCCURS "IN THE OPERATING ROOMS AND ON THE PSYCHIATRIC WARDS."
YET WOMEN TOLD US ABOUT IT. ONE CITED RAPE AT THE HANDS OF
EXAMINING DOCTORS., MANY OTHERS TOLD US OF OVER-MEDICATION AND
WRONGFUL MEDICATION THAT CAUSED PAIN AND WAS. IN SOME CASES, LIFE
THREATENING., WE WILL INVESTIGATE THIS FURTHER IN OUR CURRENT
RESEARCH, WE ALSO HOPE TO GET INFORMATION ON PSYCHIATRIC
MALPRACTICE, THE ABUSE OF PSYCHIATRIC PATIENTS THAT HAS BEEN
DESCRIBED BY NEMIROFF AND BY EX-PSYCHIATRIC PATIENTS, (1985)

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT:

FOR ALMOST TWENTY YEARS, THE “"SECOND-WAVE" OF THE CANAD | AN
WOMEN'S MOVEMENT HAS BEEN WORKING TOWARDS TRUE EQUALITY FOR
WOMEN. WE HAVE WORKED TO OVERCOME SEX ROLE STEREQTYPING AND
ABUS IVE IMAGES OF WOMEN. WE HAVE HE|GHTENED PUBLIC AWARENESS OF
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN., AND ESTABLISHED SERVICES FOR VICTIMS OF
THAT VIOLENCE. WE HAYE STRUGGLED TO COME TO TERMS WITH RACISM
WITHIN THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT. BUT FEMINISTS ARE ONLY JUST
BEGINNING TO RECOGN|ZE THAT NO WOMAN CAN ACHEIVE SECURITY AND
EQUALITY UNTIL ALL WOMEN -- INCLUDING WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES --
ARE SAFE AND EQUAL. '

SOBSEY HAS NOTED THAT ". . . IT IS OFTEN NOT THE DISABILITY
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THAT APPEARS TO INCREASE RISK: |IT MAY BE SOCIETY'S TREATMENT OF
THAT DISABILITY THAT INCREASES RISK." (1988B:6) WE SEE IT AS THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT TO JOIN US IN CHANGING
SOCIETY'S TREATMENT OF ABUSED WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES. FEMINISTS
SHOULD BEGIN BY ENSURING THAT ALL THE IR ORGANIZAT IONS, EVENTS
AND SERVICES ARE COMPLETELY ACCESSIBLE TO ALL WOMEN.

TRUDY DON CONCLUDED HER TALK TO THE AFOREMENTIONED 1988
CONFERENCE WITH THESE WORDS: "WE NEED AFFORDABLE HOUSING., GOOD
DAY CARE. ADEQUATE WELFARE, OTHERWISE, WE CAN'T OFFER WOMEN
SAFETY AND AN ADEQUATE LIFE." HER WORDS PERTAIN TO ALL CANADIAN
WOMEN, BUT FOR WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES, THOSE THINGS ARE BOTH
ESSENTIAL AND EPHEMERAL. ADEQUATE, AFFORDABLE., ACCESSIBLE
HOUSING |S DISAPPEARING FROM OUR CITIES AS EXPENSIVE CONDOMINIUMS
DISPLACE RENTAL APARTMENTS. CHILD CARE THAT PROVIDES FOR THE
NEEDS OF MOTHERS WITH DISABILITIES, AND THE MEANS TO TRANSPORT
CHILDREN TO CENTRES THAT OFFER THAT CARE, REMAIN A DREAMS FOR
MOST OF US., WELFARE RATES AND PENSIONS FOR PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES KEEP MANY OF US IN POVERTY AND ANXIETY. WE WILL
NEVER KNOW THE TRUE EXTENT OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES -- NOR EVEN THAT AGAINST ALL WOMEN -- UNTIL WE CAN
OFFER AN ALTERNATIVE TO VIOLENCE: A SAFE LIFE, WITHOUT PAIN AND
DEGRADATION,
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RECOMMENDAT | ONS

THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTIONS WERE CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT THE ANNUAL
GENERAL MEeTiNG OF DAWN CANADA ON MONDAY. MARCH 27, 1989:

T

THAT DAWN CANADA DEMAND THAT GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES HAVE ACCESS TO HIGH QUALITY SEX=-EDUCATION
MATERIALS AND THAT., WHENEVER AND WHEREVER POSSIBLE. THESE
MATERIALS BE DESIGNED TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE NEEDS OF
GIRLS AND WOMEN W!TH EVERY TYPE OF DISABILITY.

THAT DAWN CANADA DEMAND THAT ALL MONIES ALLOCATED FOR THE
ESTABL ISHMENT OF TRANSITION HOUSES OR THE EXPANSION OF
EXISTING TRANSITION HOUSES BE CONDITIONAL ON THE HOUSES
BEING TOTALLY ACCESSIBLE TO WOMEN WITH ALL TYPES OF
DISABILITIES: AND THAT DAWN CANADA AND/OR ITS DESIGNATED
AFFILIATES BE CONSULTED PRIOR TO ACTION REGARDING
ACCESSIBILITY.

THAT DAWN CANADA CONTINUE TO SUPPORT LEAF (LEGAL EDUCATIONAL
AND ACTION FUND) IN ITS EFFORTS TO INTERVENE SUCCESSFULLY IN

" THE CASES OF SEABOYER V. REGINA AND GAYME V. REGINA.

THAT DAWN CANADA DEMAND THAT ALL RAPE CRISIS CENTRES., COURT
SERVICES, CRISIS CENTRES AND POLICE STATIONS AND ALL OTHER
SUPPORT SERVICES BE ACCESSIBLE TO WOMEN WITH ALL KINDS OF
DISABILITIES.

THAT DAWN CANADA ENCOURAGE ALL ITS MEMBERS AND ITS AFFILIATED
GROUPS TO PARTICIPATE IN ASSERRTIVENESS TRAINING AND IN SELF-
DEFENCE COURSES. SUCH COURSES SHOULD BE DESIGNED FOR WOMEN
WITH DISABILITIES IN CONSULTATION WITH DAWN CANADA OR ITS
DESIGNATED AFFILIATES.

THAT DAWN CANADA DEMAND THAT ALL RAPE CRISIS CENTRES. COURT
SERVICES, CRISIS CENTRES., POLICE STATIONS AND ALL OTHER
SUPPORT SERVICES COLLECT AND MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC
STATISTICS REGARD ING REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE BY WOMEN WITH
DISABILITIES.
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NOTES

SHIRLEY MASUDA AND | WERE IN CALGARY AT THE TIME. WE READ
REPORTS OF THE |INCIDENTS AND DISCUSSED THE ISSUE WITH
SEVERAL MEMBERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF DISABLED CONSUMER
GROUPS. WHILE SEVERAL WERE CONCERNED AND SUPPORTIVE OF THE
VICTIM, MANY FELT THAT THE MATTER SHOULD BE KEPT QUIET. A
TYPICAL REMARK WAS., "MOST OF THOSE DRIVERS ARE REALLY GOOD
GUYS: WE NEED THE SERVICE: WE SHOQULDN'T LET ONE LITTLE
INCIDENT PUT THE SYSTEM IN JEOPARDY." '

THESE TWO CASES INVOLVE CHALLENGES TO CRIMINAL CODE
AMENDMENTS PASSED IN 1983, WHICH PREVENT DEFENSE COUNSEL
FROM [INTERROGATING COMPLAINANTS IN SEXUAL ASSAULT CASES
ABOUT THEIR SEXUAL HISTORY WITH ANY ONE OTHER THAN THE
ACCUSED. SEABOYER AND GAYME ARE CLAIMING THAT THE
PROVISIONS LIMIT THEIR RIGHTS TO A FREE TRIAL, AND ARE THUS
UNCONSTITUTIONAL. DAWN CANADA HAS CONSULTED WITH LEAF oON
THIS |ISSUE., AND STRONGLY SUPPORTS THEIR STAND. |F THE
AMENDMENTS ARE STRUCK DOWN., IT WILL MAKE IT EVEN MORE
DIFFICULT FOR WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES, PARTICULARLY WOMEN
WITH SEVERE DEVELOPMENTAL OR MULTIPLE DISABILITIES, TO PRESS
CHARGES IN SEXUAL ASSAULT CASES,
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