


ARGUMENT RESPONSE

Wo m e n  C h o o s e  L o w - P a y i n g  J o b s

G l o b e  &  M a i l ,  N o v e m b e r  2 2 ,  1 9 8 5 :  " T h e  p e r n i c i o u s
s e l f - s e l e c t i o n  o f  w o m e n  f o r  l o w e r - p a y i n g  j o b s  i s
n o t  c o n f r o n t e d . "

C r i s p o :  " . . .  t h e  h o m e ,  w h e r e  m u c h  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m
s t i l l  b e g i n s . "

B r e c k i n r i d g e :  " Y e t  m a n y  m o r e  a r e  s t i l l  r e l u c t a n t
t o  i n v e s t  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e ,  e n e r g y
a n d  m o n e y  i n  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  f u t u r e  . . .
W o r k e r s  a f f e c t  t h e i r  p a y  p r o s p e c t s  b y  c h o o s i n g  o r
n o t  c h o o s i n g  t o  e n t e r  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o f e s s i o n s . "

B l o c k  a n d  W a l k e r :  " ( M a r r i a g e  K e y  t o  G a p  i n  W a g e s )
. . .  A g a i n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  n e v e r - m a r r i e d  s a m p l e  p r o -
v i d e s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  e x p l a n a t o r y  v a r i a b l e  i s
n o t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  . . .
T h i s  ' p r o b l e m '  d o e s n ' t  r e q u i r e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i t
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  f e m a l e s  b e  b e t t e r  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h
t h e  i n c o m e  d e fi c i e n c y  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r
c a r e e r  c h o i c e s . "

S t a r :  " . . .  m a n d a t o r y  a f fi r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  . . . "

P e o p l e  w h o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  w o m e n  h a v e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  c h o s e n
l o w - p a y i n g  j o b s  h a v e  v e r y  s h o r t  m e m o r i e s .  I t  w a s  j u s t
a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o  t h a t  e m p l o y m e n t  a d s  w e r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o
" H e l p  Wa n t e d  M a l e "  a n d  " H e l p  Wa n t e d  F e m a l e "  c o l u m n s .

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w o m e n  s t i l l  d o n ' t  h a v e  r e a l  c h o i c e s
w h e n  t h e y  n e e d  a  j o b .  O n l y  a  p r i v i l e g e d  f e w  h a v e
" t h e  r e q u i s i t e  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e ,  e n e r g y  a n d  m o n e y "  t o
p r e p a r e  f o r  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r .

I t ' s  a r r o g a n t  t o  i m p l y  t h a t  o n l y  h i g h - p a y i n g  m e n ' s  j o b s
a r e  w o r t h  p u r s u i n g .  J o b s  s u c h  a s  n u r s i n g  a n d  d a y - c a r e
a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  o u r  s o c i e t y .  W o m e n ' s  j o b s  a r e  l o w -
p a i d ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e  j o b s  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e n ' t  v a l u a b l e ,
b u t  b e c a u s e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  b y  w o m e n ,
a n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  o u r  s o c i e t y  h a ~  u n d e r v a l u e d  w o m e n ' s
w o r k .  T h a t ' s  c h a n g i n g .

M o s t  o p p o n e n t s  o f  e q u a l  p a y  a r e  q u i c k  t o  a s s u r e  u s  t h a t
t h e y  b e l i e v e  i n  w o m e n ' s  e q u a l i t y ,  a n d  i n s i s t  t h a t
a f fi r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  i s  t h e  o n l y  l e g i t i m a t e  r o u t e .  T h e y
s a y  w e  s h o u l d  a i m  f o r  a  m o r e  e q u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  m e n
a n d  w o m e n  i n  t h e  w o r k f o r c e .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  m i l l i o n s
o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  c h a n g e  t h e i r  j o b s .  I t ' s
n o t  a  r e a l i s t i c  s o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  s h o r t  t e r m ,  a n d  w o u l d n ' t
s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  u n f a i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p a y .

T h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  w o m e n  r e c e i v e  l o w  w a g e s  b e c a u s e  o f
m a r r i a g e  a n d  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  s i l l y .
T h e  " s a m p l e "  t h a t ' s  r e f e r r e d  t o  w a s  b i a s e d .  D o  m a r r i e d
m e n  m a k e  l e s s  t h a n  s i n g l e  m e n ?  W o u l d  e v e r y o n e ' s  w a g e s
g o  u p  i f  w e  a l l  s t o p p e d  g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d ?  P e o p l e  w h o
m a k e  t h i s  a r g u m e n t  w a n t  t o  m a k e  w o m e n  f e e l  g u i l t y .



ARGUMENT
RESPONSE

E q u a l  P a 7  E n d a n g e r s  T h e  F r e e  M a r k e t

G l o b e  &  M a i l ,  J u l y  I 0 ,  1 9 8 5 :  " ' ' '  r e s p o n d
w i t h  c a r e  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  g e n i u s  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  . . .
f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  s h o u l d  f e e l  n o  q u a l m s  i n
d e f e n d i n g  a  h i s t o r i c  g i f t . "

A m i e l ,  A u g u s t  5 ,  1 9 8 5 :  " M a r k e t  f o r c e s  o f  s u p p l y
a n d  d e m a n d  a r e  n e u t r a l  . . .  U l t i m a t e l y  y o u  a r e
r e p l a c i n g  t h e  a m o r a l i t y  o f  t h e  f r e e  m a r k e t  w i t h
t h e  i m m o r a l i t y  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t e d  s o c i e t y . "

G l o b e  &  M a i l ,  N o v e m b e r  2 2 ,  1 9 8 5 :  " S u p p l y  a n d
d e m a n d  i s  n o t  m e n t i o n e d  . . .  a n  u n a c c e p t a b l e
d i s m i s s a l  o f  m a r k e t  f o r c e s . "

S t r i n g e r ,  A u g u s t  1 2 ,  1 9 8 5 :  " T h e  m a j o r  p r o b l e m
w i t h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  t o t a l l y  i g n o r e s
t h e  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m  w e  o p e r a t e  u n d e r . "

T h e  f r e e  m a r k e t  i s  a  m y t h .  O u r  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m ,  l i k e
m a r k e t  e c o n o m i e s  e v e r y w h e r e ,  i s  s o m e t i m e s  c o n s t r a i n e d
b y  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c i e s ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  b o l s t e r e d  b y
g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c i e s .

L a w s  a b o u t  h o u r s  o f  w o r k  a n d  m i n i m u m  w a g e s ,  l a w s
a g a i n s t  c h i l d  l a b o u r ,  a n d  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  l e g i s l a -
t i o n  a r e  e x a m p l e s  o f  h o w  w e ' v e  c h o s e n  t o  r e g u l a t e
e m p l o y e r s .  Ta x  c r e d i t s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
g o v e r n m e n t  g r a n t s  a n d  l o a n s  t o  b u s i n e s s e s ,  f a v o u r a b l e
i n t e r e s t  r a t e s ,  a n d  c o r p o r a t e  t a x  b r e a k s  a r e  e x a m p l e s
o f  h o w  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  c h o s e n  t o  b o o s t  b u s i n e s s .

A  v i e w  t h a t  e l e v a t e s  t h e  m a r k e t  a b o v e  a l l  o t h e r  c o n -
s i d e r a t i o n s  r e d u c e s  l i f e  t o  t h e  l a w  o f  t h e  j u n g l e .
T h e  m a r k e t  i s n ' t  a m o r a l ;  i t  p l a c e s  a  s u p r e m e  v a l u e
o n  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s .  A n o t h e r  v i e w  s e e s  c o - o p e r a t l o n
a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  l i f e .

H a l f  t h e  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  4 4  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  i n
O n t a r i o  a r e  w o m e n .  W o m e n  a r e n ' t  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  o u r
e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m ,  t h e y  a r e  c e n t r a l  t o  i t ,  s o  i t ' s  o n l y
f a i r  t h a t  t h e y  g e t  p a i d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  w o r k  t h e y
d o ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  g e n d e r .

W a g e s  a r e n ' t  s e t  b y  s u p p l y  a n d  d e m a n d  a l o n e ,  b u t  a r e
i n fl u e n c e d  b y  s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n s .  P a y -
i n g  w o m e n  l o w  w a g e s  i s  a  l e f t - o v e r  f r o m  t h e  p a s t ,  w h e n
w o m e n  w e r e n ' t  e v e n  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  p e r s o n s  a n d  d i d n ' t
h a v e  t h e  v o t e .  N o w  t h a t  o u r  s o c i e t y  t r e a t s  w o m e n
e q u a l l y  a t  t h e  b a l l o t - b o x ,  t h e r e ' s  n o  e x c u s e  f o r  p e r -
p e t u a t i n g  a  s y s t e m  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  l e s s  t h a n  e q u a l  o n
p a y d a y.



ARGUMENT RESPONSE

E q u a l  P a y  J e o p a r d i z e s  O u r  F r e e d o m

A m i e l ,  A u g u s t  5 ,  1 9 8 5 :  " O f  a l l  t h e  c o n c e p t s
t h a t  t h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  i n s t i n c t  o f  o u r  t i m e s  h a s
b e q u e a t h e d  t o  s o c i e t y  . . .  t h e  s e e m i n g l y  h a r m l e s s
s l o g a n  ' E q u a l  P a y  f o r  W o r k  o f  E q u a l  V a l u e '  i s
p o t e n t i a l l y  t h e  m o s t  d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  a  f r e e
s o c i e t y  . . .  T o  s t o p  t h i s  s t e a m r o l l e r  p o l i c y  w i l l
r e q u i r e  fi g h t i n g  s h o r t s i g h t e d  a n d  n a r r o w m i n d e d
f e m i n i s t s  a s  w e l l  a s  c o w a r d l y  a n d  o p p o r t u n i s t i c
p o l i t i c i a n s . "

S a b i a :  " P a y  e q u i t y  w i l l  a s s u r e  t h e m  o f  t o t a l
d e p e n d e n c y  o n  t h e  s t a t e .  I t ' s  t h e  s o c i a l i s t
w a y .  H e a v e n  h e l p  O n t a r i o l "

A m i e l ,  D e c e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 8 5 :  " . . .  p o l i c i e s  . . .  p i t
m e n  a g a i n s t  w o m e n ,  m a i l r o o m  c l e r k s  a g a i n s t  fi l l n g
c l e r k s ,  g r o u p  a g a i n s t  g r o u p  a n d  t h e  s t a t e
a g a i n s t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l . "

E q u a l  p a y  i s  d e s t r u c t i v e ?  W e  c a n  t h i n k  o f  p l e n t y
o f  t h i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  h a r m f u l  i n  a  f r e e  s o c i e t y ,  a n d
e q u a l  p a y  i s n ' t  o n e  o f  t h e m :  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  r a c i s m ,
p o v e r t y ,  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  n u c l e a r  w a r .

T h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  e q u a l  p a y  l a w s  w i l l  u n d e r m i n e  o u r
f r e e d o m  i s  t h e  t w i n  o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  i ~  i n t e r f e r e s
w i t h  t h e  m a r k e t .

M a n y  d e m o c r a t i c  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  h a v e  e q u a l
p a y  f o r  w o r k  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  l a s w s :  A u s t r a l i a ,  B e l g i u m ,
D e n m a r k ,  G e r m a n y ,  F r a n c e ,  G r e e c e ,  I r e l a n d ,  I t a l y ,
L u x e m b o u r g ,  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  S w e d e n ,  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m ,
a n d  1 6  A m e r i c a n  s t a t e s .  I n  C a n a d a ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n -
m e n t ,  a n d  o u r  n e i g h b o u r i n g  p r o v i n c e s ,  M a n i t o b a  a n d
Q u e b e c ,  a l r e a d y  h a v e  e q u a l  p a y  f o r  w o r k  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e
l e g i s l a t i o n .

C o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  e a g e r  t o  a c c e p t  g o v e r n m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s
w h e n  t h e y  l e a d  t o  i n c r e a s e d  p r o fi t s .  I t ' s  h y p o c r i t i c a l
f o r  t h e m  t o  u s e  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  a r g u m e n t s  t o  o p p o s e
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  g i v e  w o m e n  a  m o r e  e q u i t a b l e  s h a r e
o f  t h e  p r o fi t s .

W e  h a v e  h u m a n  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e c a u s e  a s  a  s o c i e t y
w e ' v e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  u n j u s t .  E q u a l
v a l u e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  s h o w  t h a t  w e  n o  l o n g e r  t h i n k
t h a t  w o m e n  s h o u l d  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  s e c o n d  c l a s s  w o r k e r s .
T h e r e  a r e  n o  s e c o n d - c l a s s  c i t i z e n s ,  o r  e m p l o y e e s ,  i n
a  t r u l y  f r e e  s o c i e t y .



ARGUMENT

Equal Pay Will Hurt The Economy
Breckinridge: "But equal value legislation could have a 
disastrous effect. Higher wages without any rise in 
productivity would for example push up prices across the 
board ... economic growth would be impeded ... Canada 
will alienate both foreign and domestic investors ... unable 
to absorb inflated wages, independent business would 
have a choice of either reducing staff to cut costs or 
moving to an area where wages and non-wage labour 
costs are generally lower."

McCallum: "... employers will first attempt to pass them 
on to consumers of their products in the form of higher 
prices. In our present high unemployment/foreign 
competitlon-prone economy, employers are not likely to 
get far in this regard ... it would be astonishing, 
therefore, to find employers not moving aggressively to 
reduce their dependence on those women ... They will 
substitute capital in the form of mechanization, 
automation and robotics for the labour that is ' 
Increasing in CoSt ... "

RESPONSE

These arguments make it seem llke the economy rests entirely 
upon the exploitation of worklng women. If that's true, then it's time 
to reconsider the kind of world we're making for our sons and 
daughters.
Our economy certainly isn't working for everyone.
There are over a million people looking for work and even more llve 
below the poverty llne in Canada.
People who cry disaster are playing on our uneasiness about the 
economy. They imply that equal pay for work of equal value is an 
extraordinary measure, but in many progressive countries such 
legislation is the rule rather than an exception.
Many jobs that women do - in stores, nursing homes, schools, day-
care centres and hospitals - ~an't be exported or mechanized. 
They're not going to disappear.
Paying women equal wages can lead to increased productivity, 
because women will feel they're being treated falrly. That can lead 
to lower rates of turnover, and thus lower recruitment and training 
costs for employers. Because pensions are based on earnings, if 
women's wages increase they'll receive better pensions, and more 
women will be financially secure when they retire.
Paying women fairer wages isn't money down the drain, it's putting 
money back into the economy. If women are paid more, they'll have 
more buying power.
It's a distortion to say that wages will be inflated, as if suddenly 
women will be paid more than their work is really worth!                    
----



ARGUMENT RESPONSE

E q u a l  P a y  W i l l  H u r t  W o m e n

B r e c k i n r i d g e :  " . . .  e m p l o y e r s  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  e m p l o y e e s  t h r o u g h  a t t r i t i o n  a n d
m a k e  m o r e  u s e  o f  p a r t - t i m e  l a b o u r  . . .  W h o  w i l l
p r o m o t e  w o m e n  i n t o  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  w e l l - p a y l n g  j o b s
w h e n  t h e y  a r e  c o d d l e d  b y  a  l a w  t h a t  h a s  t h e
p h r a s e  ' H a n d i c a p p e d ,  n e e d s  s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t '
s t a m p e d  a l l  o v e r  i t ? "

M c C a l l u m :  " W o m e n  w h o  g a i n  e q u a l  p a y  f o r  w o r k
o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  i n c r e a s e s ,  c o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,
fi n d  t h e i r  j o b s  i n  t i m e  n o  l o n g e r  e x i s t  . . .
W o m e n  w h o  g a i n  b e c a u s e  o f  e q u a l  p a y  f o r  w o r k
o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  w i l l  fi n d  t h a t  t h e y  d o  s o  m a i n l y
a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  o t h e r  w o m e n  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f
l o s t  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  a d v e r s e  c h a n g e s  i n
w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s . "

S t r i n g e r ,  A u g u s t  1 2 ,  1 9 8 5 :  " B u t  w o m e n ,  a s  u s u a l ,
w i l l  fi n d  t h e m s e l v e s  h o l d i n g  t h e  s h o r t  e n d  o f
t h e  s t i c k  a s  e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  d r y  u p ,
t a x e s  r i s e  a n d  t h e  p r i c e  o f  p r o d u c t s  m a d e  i n
O n t a r i o  i n c r e a s e . "

S a b i a :  " T h e  v e r y  w o m e n  w h o  n e e d  o u r  h e l p  w i l l
b e  w i t h o u t  j o b s . "

S t r i n g e r ,  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1 9 8 6 :  " . . .  n o  b e n e fi t  t o
t h e  p e o p l e  i t  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  s e r v e .  T h e y  w i l l
n o w  b e  u n e m p l o y e d  . . . "

S t a r :  " . . .  c o u l d  a c t u a l l y  c o s t  w o m e n  j o b s  a s
e m p l o y e r s  e v a d e  t h e  l a w  b y  h i r i n g  e x c l u s i v e l y
m e n  .  .  o  ' 1

T h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  p a y i n g  w o m e n  f a i r e r  w a g e s  w i l l
d i s r u p t  t h e  e c o n o m y  a n d  w o m e n  w i l l  s u f f e r  m o s t
i s n ' t  b a s e d  o n  t h e  f a c t s .  W h e n  A u s t r a l i a  d e c i d e d
t o  b r i n g  i n  e q u a l  p a y  f o r  w o r k  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  l a w s
i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s ,  f e m a l e  e m p l o y m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g r o w
f a s t e r  t h a n  m a l e  e m p l o y m e n t .  W h a t ' s  m o r e ,  f e m a l e
u n e m p l o y m e n t  a s  a  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  m a l e  u n e m p l o y m e n t
f e l l .  W o m e n ' s  r e l a t i v e  e a r n i n g s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  t h i r t y
p e r c e n t .  T h e  o n l y  g r o u p  f o r  w h o m  u n e m p l o y m e n t
i n c r e a s e d  w a s  t e e n a g e  g l r l s .  T h e y  p r o b a b l y  s t a y e d
i n  s c h o o l .

I t ' s  c u r i o u s  t h a t  o p p o n e n t s  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  l e g l s l a -
t l o n  a r e  o f t e n  t h e  v e r y  s a m e  p e o p l e  w h o  s u p p o r t e d
w a g e  c o n t r o l s ,  a n d  w h o  a r e  n o w  l o b b y i n g  f o r  f r e e
t r a d e .  W o m e n  s u f f e r e d  m o s t  u n d e r  w a g e  c o n t r o l s ,
a n d  w o m e n  w o r k e r s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  h u r t  m o s t  b y  f r e e
t r a d e .  O p p o n e n t s  w h o  w a r n  t h a t  e q u a l  p a y  w i l l  h u r t
w o m e n  m o s t  d e s i g n  t h e i r  a r g u m e n t s  t o  a p p e a l  t o  o u r
s e n s e  o f  c o m p a s s i o n  a n d  s i s t e r h o o d .  T h e y  w a n t  u s
t o  g i v e  u p  t h e  fi g h t .  B u t  w e  k n o w  t h e y  h a v e  t h e i r
o w n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  w o r k e r s ' , i n t e r e s t s  a t  h e a r t .

T h e  t h r e a t  t h a t  e m p l o y e r s  w o n ' t  h i r e  w o m e n  i s  a
h o l l o w  o n e ,  b e c a u s e  e q u a l  p a y  f o r  w o r k  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e
w i l l  m e a n  t h a t  w a g e s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  j o b s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n
g e n d e r .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  e m p l o y e r s  w i l l  h a v e  a  h a r d
t i m e  g e t t i n g  m e n  t o  w o r k  i n  w o m e n ' s  j o b s  u n l e s s  t h e y
p a y  b e t t e r  w a g e s .



Equal Pay Isn't  "What Women Real ly Want"

S a b i a :  " . . .  a  n i g h t m a r e  o f  r e v e r s e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .
I t ' s  u n w o r t h y  o f  w o m e n . "

B l o c k  a n d  Wa l k e r :  " O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t  m a y
s i m p l y  r e fl e c t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f e m a l e s ,  b e t t e r
t h a n  m a l e s ,  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i n  m e a s u r i n g  t h e
b e n e fi t s  f r o m  w o r k i n g  -  m o n e y  i s n ' t  e v e r y t h i n g . "

B r e c k l n r l d g e :  " T h e  w o m e n ' s  r i g h t s  g r o u p s  t h a t
s a y  p r o v i n c i a l  e q u a l  v a l u e  l a w s  a r e  d e s p e r a t e l y
r e q u i r e d  a r e  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  p o r t r a y i n g  w o m e n  a s
h e l p l e s s  v i c t i m s  w h o  m u s t  b e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m
t h e i r  o w n  i r r a t i o n a l ,  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  j o b  c h o i c e s  . . . "

S t r i n g e r ,  A u g u s t  1 2 ,  1 9 8 5 :  " T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n
t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  o f f e r e d  i n  r e t u m n  f o r  t h e i r  v o t e s ,
h o w e v e r,  m a y  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  a  s o r t  o f  S n o w  W h i t e ' s
A p p l e - b r l g h t ,  s h i n y  a n d  f u l l  o f  p r o m i s e  o n  t h e
o u t s i d e  b u t  c o n t a i n i n g  a  b i t t e r  p o t i o n  w h i c h
w i l l  s e t  t h e i r  c r u s a d e  f o r  t r u e  e q u a l i t y  b a c k
d e c a d e s  a s  i t s  e f f e c t s  a r e  f e l t . "
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The first two viewpoints are reminders of that old-fashioned 
image of women standing on a pedestal, so special and so 
much purer than men that they don't really need equal pay! We 
know differently: when it comes to paying the rent and buying 
the groceries, women are no different than men.

H e l p l e s s !  W e l l ,  b u s i n e s s e s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t a r i f f s
a n d  g e t  t a x  b r e a k s ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e y ' r e  v i c t i m s  b u t
b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  i n fl u e n c e  p o l i t l c l a n s .
Women have  been  v i c t im ized  by  an  economic  env i ronment
t h e y ' v e  h a d  l l t t l e  i n fl u e n c e  o v e r .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t
e q u a l  p a y  f o r  w o r k  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  w a s  a  m a j o r  i s s u e
i n  l a s t  y e a r ' s  p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n  p r o v e s  t h a t  w o m e n
a r e  n o t  h e l p l e s s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  fi g h t
f o r  e q u a l i t y .

The Snow-White picture comes from another out-dated and 
patronizing idea of women as naive and easily mlsled. It insinuates 
that business men know better than we do what's best for us.

Opponen ts  o f  equa l  pay  a re  us ing  these  images  because
t h e y ' r e  s c a r e d ,  t h e y  k n o w  w o m e n  a r e  g a i n i n g  a  s e n s e
o f  t h e  p o w e r  t h e y  h a v e  t o  c h a n g e  t h i n g s .  T h e
o p p o s i t i o n  h a s  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  w o r r y.  A  p o l l  d o n e
f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h i s  S e p t e m b e r  s h o w s  t h a t  5 &  p e r -
c e n t  o f  t h e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  i n  O n t a r i o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t  i s  m o v i n g  t o o  s l o w l y  o n  e q u a l  p a y  f o r  w o r k
o f  e q u a l  v a l u e .

B y  t h e  w a y,  w h a t ' s  w r o n g  w i t h  v o t i n g  f o r  p o l i t i c i a n s
w h o  s u p p o r t  u s ?  I s n ' t  t h a t  w h a t  d e m o c r a c y ' s  a l l
about?





Equal Pay Isn't  "What Women Real ly Want"

S a b i a :  " . . .  a  n i g h t m a r e  o f  r e v e r s e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .
I t ' s  u n w o r t h y  o f  w o m e n . "

B l o c k  a n d  Wa l k e r :  " O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t  m a y
s i m p l y  r e fl e c t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f e m a l e s ,  b e t t e r
t h a n  m a l e s ,  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i n  m e a s u r i n g  t h e
b e n e fi t s  f r o m  w o r k i n g  -  m o n e y  i s n ' t  e v e r y t h i n g . "

B r e c k l n r l d g e :  " T h e  w o m e n ' s  r i g h t s  g r o u p s  t h a t
s a y  p r o v i n c i a l  e q u a l  v a l u e  l a w s  a r e  d e s p e r a t e l y
r e q u i r e d  a r e  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  p o r t r a y i n g  w o m e n  a s
h e l p l e s s  v i c t i m s  w h o  m u s t  b e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m
t h e i r  o w n  i r r a t i o n a l ,  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  j o b  c h o i c e s  . . . "

Stringer, August 12, 1985: "The legislation they are being 
offered in return for their votes, however, may turn out to be a 
sort of Snow White's Apple-brlght, shiny and full of promise on 
the outside but containing a bitter potion which will set their 
crusade for true equality back decades as its effects are felt."
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T h e  fi r s t  t w o  v i e w p o i n t s  a r e  r e m i n d e r s  o f  t h a t  o l d -
f a s h i o n e d  i m a g e  o f  w o m e n  s t a n d i n g  o n  a  p e d e s t a l ,  s o
s p e c i a l  a n d  s o  m u c h  p u r e r  t h a n  m e n  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t
r e a l l y  n e e d  e q u a l  p a y !  W e  k n o w  d i f f e r e n t l y :  w h e n
i t  c o m e s  t o  p a y i n g  t h e  r e n t  a n d  b u y i n g  t h e  g r o c e r i e s ,
w o m e n  a r e  n o  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  m e n .

H e l p l e s s !  W e l l ,  b u s i n e s s e s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t a r i f f s
a n d  g e t  t a x  b r e a k s ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e y ' r e  v i c t i m s  b u t
b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  i n fl u e n c e  p o l i t l c l a n s .
Women have  been  v i c t im ized  by  an  economic  env i ronment
t h e y ' v e  h a d  l l t t l e  i n fl u e n c e  o v e r .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t
e q u a l  p a y  f o r  w o r k  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  w a s  a  m a j o r  i s s u e
i n  l a s t  y e a r ' s  p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n  p r o v e s  t h a t  w o m e n
a r e  n o t  h e l p l e s s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  fi g h t
f o r  e q u a l i t y .

The  Snow-Wh i te  p i c tu re  comes  f rom ano the r  ou t -da ted
a n d  p a t r o n i z i n g  i d e a  o f  w o m e n  a s  n a i v e  a n d  e a s i l y
m l s - l e d .  I t  i n s i n u a t e s  t h a t  b u s i n e s s  m e n  k n o w  b e t t e r
t h a n  w e  d o  w h a t ' s  b e s t  f o r  u s .

Opponen ts  o f  equa l  pay  a re  us ing  these  images  because
t h e y ' r e  s c a r e d ,  t h e y  k n o w  w o m e n  a r e  g a i n i n g  a  s e n s e
o f  t h e  p o w e r  t h e y  h a v e  t o  c h a n g e  t h i n g s .  T h e
o p p o s i t i o n  h a s  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  w o r r y.  A  p o l l  d o n e
f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h i s  S e p t e m b e r  s h o w s  t h a t  5 &  p e r -
c e n t  o f  t h e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  i n  O n t a r i o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t  i s  m o v i n g  t o o  s l o w l y  o n  e q u a l  p a y  f o r  w o r k
o f  e q u a l  v a l u e .
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w h o  s u p p o r t  u s ?  I s n ' t  t h a t  w h a t  d e m o c r a c y ' s  a l l
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