On July 20th 1979, after a 100-pile tre

ing native wemen from across Ganzda met with fzderal cadinzt ministers
in Cttawa to present a pcsition pepzsr. The position parsr outliinsl

problems and offered solutions to some of the pressing situations
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native womwan and their childrsn.
-\

Of these problems,ons which urgently demzads an Immadizte

resclution is the problem which was created because of thz a2bssnce aof

an enforceable regulation which would require a Chief and Coundil o
account for their acticns. 7This lack of accountedbilily has recenitiy

the problems which women encounter on ressrves.
During the last decade the Depar‘ﬁrﬁen‘c of Indian A¥fairs has

attempted to give band councils more autonomy in thz administrabtion of

resem"es; It is impossible to argus against this nore enlightened

a2pproach. However, the problem of lack of accountabililty which is created

as a2 result of this aporoach; has not been dealt with.

for a system of checks and bala;}ces ,there is bound to bz a s=arious problen.
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‘As it is now, pzople on reserves do nov have any racourse as Indians ars

not covercd under the Human Rights Act,and the Provincial courts do not
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council decisions. It

of the voters at Tobique reserve petitioned Warren Allmznd

oy what the circumstances are. TFor exezmnols., when 297

must be pointed out that thic powar is nst

Indian Affairs and YNorthern Ievelop:

conduct an investigation into band policies during the 1977 occupztion

of ths band adainistra

an acknowledgment of the pe

The problem is

Department of Indian Affairs will deal onl: with Comncils, Band Chief

to tell Indians what to do, their wishes are honored no matier how unjust

tment what they want, and sincs it wonld be unthinkadble

He

ion bu ding, petitionsrs did not even receive
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rom the Honourabls Minisier,

B

further complicated by the fazct thai ths
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it worse, when people on reserves want to object

to having thsir humen rights trempled,there is no way lo app2al beuanse
Indians are not coversd under ths Human Rights Acb. Although the -

Minister has the:avthority under the Indian fcit, he also refuses to getb

involved in Yinternal disputes.®  The obvious guastion at

"Jhat about your

Suffice to say

Chief a2s the Board of Directors,so it is unlikely hs will 2dmit that ths

provlem even exists. " A
Chief is the regpresenta

who will repressnt them

particular) is further
dealing only with Nati
reserve rosid

clzim to reprasent all

rovincial ard HNationa2l Indian organizatiocns

eats have nesver heoard of YNational
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this point is

LIV ]

ganization u\,\.aﬂ*{ hzs ths

that the provinzial COrzz

s for ths National Indien QOrganization,a

tive. rfiians do not have the luxury of choosing
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This lack of representziion (for nzlive wonmsn in

entrenched by the government with their policy of

onal Indizn Brotharhocd on nztionzl issuss. Soms
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interest in our affairs 1o

I

the

e

2a Indian Human Rigats Commiss
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\ immediately. (2) To irclude

of goverrraznt which woul
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