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On a hot night In June of 1981 -- June 17 to be exact -- Lesbians Against the Right 
held its first meeting and attracted 40 women. At that meeting, the following basis of 
unity was agreed upon: "we define ourselves as I) a lesbian feminist organization; 
2) as activists working on social, Political and cultural events; and 3) as women-
identified-women who work together to fight the right wing as lesbians from a 
lesbian perspective.. Quite an accomplishment for the first meeting of any group.
To trace the herstory of our group, we have to go back to April of 1981, when 
GLARE (Gays and Lesbians Against the Right Everywhere) held a day of 
workshops on how lesbians end gays were fighting the right wing. In  a women-only 
workshop, the Idea for  one-day lesbian conference was discussed, and a 
committee volunteered to organize the event.
The organizing committee for this forum, which was held on May 9th, was made up 
of women from various political and social activist backgrounds. As a result of this 
diversified Input, the panel invited to speak on  May 9th reflected the various 
movements In which Toronto lesbians participate. The success of the Lesbians 
Fighting the Right Forum -- attended by about I00 women -- surprised even the 
organizers. There was an energy that day which had not been evident among 
lesbians In this city for quite a while. Now the trick was to keep that energy flowing.
At the May 9th Forum, there was general agreement that a political lesbian 
organizations  was needed In Toronto. The previous months had been fairly 
depressing with the demise of the Lesbian Organization of Toronto (LOOT) and the 
closing of the Fly by Night women’s bar by a now male owner. And also, it was 
evident to us that the police, new homophobic groups and the right-wing in general, 
were increasingly active and increasingly hostile to us. So a new organization was 
felt to be a community need. the fact that we are still together, active both in the 
lesbian community and the Toronto political scene at large, indicates that we are 
continuing to meet that need.

In this pamphlet, we are printing the speeches made at the May 9th Forum, which 
were felt by many to be of exceptionally high quality and of wide interest. These 
speeches indicate the strength of the lesbian community in Toronto. Also, we print a 
“conclusion” which describes some of the activities of Lesbians Against the Right. 
Since then, most notably, there was the successful “Dykes in the Street” march for 
lesbian power, pride, and visibility of October 17, 1981. WE hope that our collective 
strength continues to inspire our community and lesbians everywhere.



INTRODUCTION: LESBIANS AGAINST THE RIGHT
by Lorna Weir
There's an awful lot more of the right around these days than there's been for a while, 
and It keeps getting closer. First there was Britain, then the U.S., and now the New Right 
has found a comfortable place to settle down here In Ontario. As lesbians, we have 
begun to feel the Impact of the right on our own lives and in the organizations in which we 
work. Street violence against lesbians has Increased over the past year; the police have 
been noticeably reluctant to Intervene on our behalf against attackers.
Hate literature distributed during the last Ontario and Toronto election campaigns by right-
wing organizations Iike  Renaissance  International, Positive Parents, and the Campaign 
for Life explicitly attacked lesbians. For the first time we were privileged to be 
distinguished from gay men In their attacks.
Lesbians are becoming more socially visible. We are now becoming a target of rightwing 
attacks because there is something to take aim at. One of the Indications of our increased 
social presence is the rise in police harassment of lesbians. Minor liquor Infractions are a 
favourite harassment technique of the cops -- remember their visits during the dance and 
dinner at the Lesbian Conference In Toronto two years ago? More recently, undercover 
cops laid charges at the No Frills Benefit when a woman was found with a beer bottle in 
her hand half an hour after the finish of the dance. The Rape Crisis Centre is involved in a 
court case as a result of the charge laid that night. Two nights ago, the Police Emergency 
Task Force showed up at a political forum sponsored by the International Women’s Day 
Committee, a feminist group In town.
Lesbians, as activists In the women's and gay movements, are affected by the rise In the 
police surveillance of these movements.
The Police Commission has Just approved an Increase of one million dollars in the funds 
allocated to the Intelligence Squad~ bringing their total funding to $5.4 million.    In the 
same police budget, $89,000 was designated for race relations, Comparison of these two 
sums of money says an awful lot about social priorities. The Working Committee of Police 
Minority Relations has suggested that the Intelligence Budget be spent on the 
investigation of organized crime, not on keeping progressive groups under surveillance. 
When part of this budget is being used to send undercover cops to lesbian and feminist 
benefit dances, its about time for us to start objecting to misuse of public funds.
Lesbians have been fighting back against the rise of the new right. Surprising numbers of 
lesbians hit the streets to demonstrate against the police raids on the gay male steam 
baths. Recently, many dykes participated in the picket on the evening of International 
Women’s Day to protest the pro-family, anti-choice, anti-feminist, anti-gay rally being held 
Inside Massey Hall.

The reasons for the rise of the New Right  authoritarian  conservatism are many. We can 
point to Inflation, slow economic growth and Increasing unemployment. Countries which do 
no have our high rates of inflation and unemployment haven’t witnessed the rise of the 
New Right. Then too, there’s an ongoing crisis of legitimacy. Basic social and and political 
institutions, like patriarchy, the family and maybe even compulsory heterosexuality don’t 
seem to have the unquestioned backing they once had.
The New Right Is In a sense a patriarchal backlash to the women’s movement, the gay 
movement and stagflation. Rightists fantasize about the return of an imaginary past in 
which the hard-working businessmen was free to make a buck on the job, and then go 
home to oppress his wife and children without qualms. On the one hand, the right calls for 
a fact to government intervention in the economy, while on the other it shouts for massive 
state regulation of sexuality and women’s reproductive rights, particularly abortion. 
Conservative int he marketplace, authoritarian at home, in the world capitalist economy 
which is more and more dominated by monopolies and multinationals, the economics of 
the New Right is downright mythological, deflecting our concern away from economic 
reality. People’s real economic insecurity is being manipulated by the state and multi-
nationals.
We can identify two segments of the New Right active locally in Toronto; the Campaign for 
Life, a coalition of groups such as Positive Parents and renaissance International This 
group consists largely of fanatical Christians who would like to see homosexuality and 
feminism abolished through prayer. censorship and government legislation. The second 
group consists of the neo-facist right, among others, the Nationalist Party (formerly the 
Western Guard), the KKK, and the League Against Homosexuals. These groups have 
suggested mass extermination as a possible solution to the “threat of homosexuality”. Their 
literature is more drastic than that of the Campaign for Life. Both sectors of the New right 
use the technique of scapegoating visible minorities in order to redirect the anxieties 
people have about social changes and social crises, onto vulnerable groups.
The existence of these right-wing groups sets up a dynamic which allows the state to play 
the role of moderate voice of sanity In between the "extremists" of the left and right° Our 
rights as women and as lesbians can then be discredited as loony fringe demands which 
the government doesn't need to treat seriously or can deem too dangerous to back 
politically. The right attacks lesbians Indirectly as well as directly. They have an ideal of 
women as mother and helpmate to men, an ideal which leaves precious little room for 
lesbians. So The New Right Is helping to create e conservative climate of opinion which 
legitimizes state inactivity In such areas as unemployment and effective equal pay 
legislation. This reinforces the economic dependance of woman on man, helps prevent 
women from coming out, and keeps dykes poor.



The rise of the right hits Toronto lesbians at a politically low ebb after the closing of 
LOOT and the Fly By Night. Lesbians are however active In a wide variety of 
political movements, end ere doing good work fighting the right here. Lesbians are 
seemingly everywhere but not in an autonomous lesbian movement. We need to 
get together as lesbians in order to know each other better, personally and 
politically. We need to get together to find out what’s happening to us In those 
movements In which we’re active so as to compare strategies. In general we need 
to get support from each other In order to preserve our political and personal 
Identities as lesbians.
Lesbians are Just emerging from social invisibility/. The right would like to make 
us vanish from sight again. By remaining visible to each other we can help prevent 
this from happening. How we can concretely ensure our continued visibility as 
lesbians during the times ahead is something we need to discuss today.
The women on the panel who ere going to speak to you today come from a wide 
variety of groups In opposition, all of which have been affected by the rise of the 
right. Judy Liefschultz is active in anti-nuclear work, and Vicki Kelman In anti-
imperialist support groups. Amy Gottlieb has worked in the gay Iiberation 
movement, Mariruty Morton In the women’s movement, end Kathy Arnup in the 
trade union movement. Lesbians are of course present in movements not 
represented on the panel here today, and we’ll perhaps hear from some of these 
women during the discussion following the panel presentations. The panel does 
represent some of the political alignments lesbians are making In Toronto these 
days.
Each of the women on the panel was asked to address the following questions: I) 
Why she Is working In her particular group; 2) How her group is organizing to fight 
the right; 3) What sort of problems she as a lesbian has to deal with working with 
non-lesbians. Each will speak for approximately 10 minutes~ and then we'll have 
a general discusslon.
On behalf of the group of lesbians that organized this event, I hope that you get as 
much pleasure from your participation here today as we did in organizing this 
forum.
When lesbians get together in a large group we create an energy that’s 
enormously exciting end powerful. We did that at the Take Back the Night 
Demonstration In the Beaches last May; we did it at Adrienne Rich and Nicole 
Brossard last week.
And maybe we can do it again today.
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The Gay Movement
by Amy Gottlieb
Seven or eight months ago, i gave a short presentation to a Lavender Left meeting on the 
state of the gay movement and how I felt about it as a lesbian-feminist. I began by saying 
that while the gay movement was not dead, It had a different character than when I had 
been Involved. I said it was a less militant movement In spirit and character and then went 
on to explain the way lesbians had been excluded from the gay movement despite 
seemingly endless battles at conferences, meetings and within coalitions Not only are we 
excluded on the basis of denying us real representation, but also because of the male 
identified causes it took up, because of its single-minded defense of the gay male ghetto, 
because of Its focus on civil rights protection and repealing anti-gay laws to the exclusion 
of other broader struggles, because of Its star-studded node of politics.
The movement has been In process of change since then, I’m happy to say. The gay 
movement has blossomed In the fast six months The response to the municipal election 
campaign, which a number of right-wing organizations used as a platform for their Ideas, to 
discussions on the Toronto School Board, and especially to the raids In February has been 
swift and militant. The Right to Privacy Committee has grown with a lot of gay men 
becoming active who never would have Imagined It before in their life. Gays and Lesbians 
Against the Right Everywhere has sprung up. The gay movement has responded with 
militancy and spunk. But it Is not only that. The character of the response to the raids has 
gone beyond some of the past limitations of the gay movement.
The response from the beginning was vary different from that to the raid on the Barracks in 
1978.    Although I was on a demonstration against that raid, I felt uncomfortable with the 
focus on what I saw as a vary blanket defense of the male gay ghetto. The response didn’t 
take into account what was happening to other groups In the city, pose a broader response 
to repression, or really explain why thls attack had occurred 
One thing for sure, the context Is different. Divisions within our society are becoming more 
blatant, unemployment lines longer, welfare and UIC harder to get and wages never 
catching up with runaway inflation. The killing of Albert Johnson, increased police 
harassment of minority communities, the rise of the right-wing organizations like 
Rennaissance, Right to Life, the League Against Homosexuals and the Klan, the backlash 
against feminism which comes in many guises, all of these make it a lot harder to survive. 
They also make things a lot clearer as to who we are and who our enemies are. The gay 
movement's response to the raids has been an important step in beginning to unite people 
against police and state attacks on gay men and lesbians, but also on all women, working 
people and ethnic communities.    The links were made from the very beginning. The gay 
community is being attacked, but we are not the only ones. Speakers at the



demonstrations stressed this over and over. In order to defend our community, we must 
organize ourselves as well as build alliances with other communities under attack. The 
fact that Lemona Johnson spoke at one of the rallies was an important Indicator of the 
kind of solidarity that is developing and that has been fostered by the response of the gay 
movement.
Links to the women’s movement are stronger than they have ever been which maybe isn’t 
saying all that much. but It has been an Important step in the right direction.
The reception to speakers from IWDC at the demonstrations. at the Gay Freedom Rally 
sponsored by CGRO. the large contingent of gay men on the International Women’s Day 
march. the workshop against the rise of the right at the fair and the rally against the Pro-
Family  Coalitions seeing at Massey Hall that some night show that there is definitely 
more openness to feminism against gay men. I see these as positive signs.  
At the beginning, I talked about what I had said eight moths ago about eh gay move not 
being militant, about how politically it was too focussed on legal protection and lobbying 
campaigns and that that it excluded lesbians. For sure the first thing has changed as a 
result of the response to the raids. How long it will last and how the politics will develop 
remains to be seen. 
The second, my criticism of the gay movement and its leadership is not the same either. 
The gay movement is in flux, it is changing but not overnight. For instance, it remains to 
be seen how much emphasis will be put on lobbying which is important and affects 
lesbians, but is not the central focus of our struggle.  As for the third point, the exclusion of 
lesbians, that has not change.d Our invisibility continues, and sometimes feels even more 
extreme considering the severity of the attacks and the broader response than before. we 
can not longer afford to remain invisible. 
The fact that the attacks on gay men, whether from queer-bashers not he street, the blue 
meanies or right-wing jerks, are more visible than the attack on lesbians is yet another 
example of the hidden pattern of lesbian oppression in this society But we all know that 
what meets the eye is not the whole story. We all know from our daily lives that the forces 
trying to push us back into the closet of the nuclear family, taking away our children, 
It affects us all very deeply. And its affect on women, who are grappling with their sexuality 
end trying to come out in many ways can be even more devastating. The push back Into 
the family, the backlash against feminism that we ere experiencing, the conservatizing 
trend In women’s fashions. UIC and welfare cuts. all of these and many more are an 
attack on all women end even more specifically are designed to bolster the Institution of 
compulsory heterosexuality.

When the right-wing scapegoats Immigrants, women and gay men, we are Included.
Right-wing organizations have even begun to name us in their literature. But it Is not only 
that we are scapegoated for social and economic ilIs, we really are a threat because we are 
Independent women, we reject the enforced norm of heterosexuality, we are beginning to 
break through the boundaries of traditional women's work. Today Is not too late to 
collectively reveal to each other how the right-wing has personally affected our lives, to 
share the thoughts that have been running around in our heads and to attempt to uncover 
the present and future patterns of harassment and Intimidation.
We must begin to defend ourselves by first of all coming to understand our collective 
situation. We must begin to bring that understanding to all the movements In which we are 
Involved, confronting our Invisibility head-on and strengthening/reinforcing our lesbian 
sisters as well as strengthening those movements, No movement fighting for our lesbian 
sisters as well as strengthening those movements. No movement fighting for social change, 
fighting against the right wing and state recession will succeed In speaking to people's 
fears and reaching out to hundreds of thousands unless It takes up defense of lesbians. 
And that Is what we need to figure out.
A very good example of how this might work is In the gay movement. It was only last fall 
that I became Involved In the gay movement again after feeling abused, misunderstood 
and Ignored. I got involved in GLARE because I was feeling angry about the rise of the 
right wing organizations In Toronto. But I also felt that I could Involve myself because the 
approach that GLARE was taking to fighting the right wing was not the traditional one that I 
had come up against in the past. We talked about and Involved ourselves In attempting to 
answer the slanders of the right head-on, to speak to people's fears, Instead of Just 
appealing to people’s liberal conscience.
GLARE Is an organization I can be a part of because the men In It are sympathetic with the 
feminist movement, are not threatened by It. But although this exists, and at least a half 
dozen lesbians have been Involved, there Is still very little that GLARE has to say about 
lesbians specifically, how the repression Is affecting us, But no one lesbian or two or half a 
dozen can substitute for the collective discussion within our community. All of us need this 
discussion in order that our Identity as lesbians be presented in the framework of the gay 
movement, and all other movements I need this discussion for my political growth and for 
the growth of all my sisters and those gay men I choose to work with.
In confronting our Invisibility within the gay movement, we need to address the Intertwined 
oppression we face both as women and because of the sexual/emotional choice we have 
made. Our oppression must be understood within the gay movement not Just as a result of 
our sexual orientation but also as women.



I would like lo end up by asking some questions. In articulating how we suffer as a result 
of the right-wing, I think we have begun to look at Issues that have been raised in the past 
In a new way, Issues like lesbian custody rights, sexual orientation protection in the 
unions, the situation of lesbian teachers and day care workers.
Lesbian custody rights has often been presented as an apple pie sop to lesbians.
This has, in the past, been presented as our demand. What will the right wing do with this 
issue?    Will something develop as It did In Britain around artificial insemination? We 
must defend our right to be mothers in a stronger and better way.
Lesbian teachers and day care workers are in a much more precarious position than ever 
before. When the right-wing says homosexuals shouldn’t be allowed to teach our 
children, to proselytize and seduce them, a majority of the people they are talking about 
are lesbians. Will the right-wing attempt to do here what they tried in California: to ban all 
gay men and lesbians and anybody who says a word In support of us, from the schools? 
Will right-wing organizations attempt to reverse the progressive position that a larger 
number of unions than ever before have adopted against on-the-Job discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation? How can and will we respond? I’m incredibly excited about all 
of us getting together today. It is only the beginning. And I think that we have the strength 
and pride to confront our invisibility and to put lesbian feminism on the political map of 
Toronto and tomorrow, the world.

SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT
by Kathy Arnup
I feel like a bit of an Imposter being here wearing a "trade-union hat". Like almost every 
other lesbian I know, I have never worked in a real live trade union Job. I have been a 
teacher for the past four years, though, and a member of a quasi-trade union known as the 
Federation of Women Teachers of Ontario. I’ve been active In the Teacher’s Federation 
throughout my years In teaching and I’ve also been Involved In lots of strike support work. 
So I guess In those ways I qualify for this panel today
So, we all work. Whether right now we’re managing to survive as  student or on mother’s 
allowance or on savings, we alI know that sooner or later we’re going to work and that most 
of our lives will be spent working. For lesbians, work as a fact of life Is especially important 
because we know that we don’t have, and never will have, a husband to support us. Taking 
a few years off to raise a kid or to pursue our Interest In writing or music or whatever are 
simply not options for us. We work to survive and, because of that, we're more susceptible 
than most to fear of reprisals and the loss of that means of survival.
Most of us have had experience being a lesbian and a worker In a place that isn’t 
unionized. Most of us have experienced the fear of getting fired for having our “terrible 
secret" found out. It doesn’t take much. Having our name printed in the Body Politic, your 
picture taken at a gay rally It doesn’t even have to be that direct.
Suspicion can be enough and, If you’re not openly fired, you can certainly be harassed and, 
even If nothing ever happens, you live In fear of being found out -- so you hide.
You avoid lunchroom discussions about your personal life. You hide in a closet you hate 
and resent but cannot step outside of.
I don’t think I need to describe the effect that having to be in the closet has upon us, not 
only at work but in the rest of our lives.    It carries over into our relationships, friendships, 
our sense of ourselves. I remember vividly during my first year teaching when my lover 
would come to meet me at school for lunch. I would be Incredibly distant and cold, careful 
not to touch her at all for fear people would know.
Somehow I thought that all they had to see was the two of us within ten feet of each other 
and they’d be able to tell. Needless to say, it dldn’t make for very Intlmate luncheon dates.
I think, for lesbians, the problem of cur Jobs is a lot worse than It is for gay men. Not only 
because we have a much lower capacity than men [whether they’re gay or straight) but also 
because of the kind of jobs we hold. Lesbians, like most women, are relegated to certain 
job ghettos - to white collar secretarial jobs where we’re subjected to all kinds of sexual 
harassment and demands for personal service to our boss and to direct front-Ilne service 
jobs Iike teaching, nursing and child care.



In these Jobs, especially, our lesbianism Is a real sticky point, and It ls lesbians in these 
Jobs that the right-wing has been especially vehement about. They make claims of 
everything from recruitment to contamination In Justifying kicking us out of these fields, 
and while we may not be openly fired for being
lesbians, the message of fear gets 8CrG6S.
I spent four years searching for other lesbian
teachers.    In my whole time teaching, I never met more than a handful of lesbians.
Not that there aren’t lesbian teachers, we know, of course, that there are.
But they are so afraid of being found out that they hide themselves almost completely.
I’ll never forget an experience I had at the lesbian conference In Ottawa during my 
second year teaching.    During  workshop, I spoke as a lesbian teacher.    I was 
incredibly scared because it was the first time I’d ever said anything like that In public as 
I’d always been really selective about who I’d be out to and there I was saying it to a total 
stranger. Afterward, a woman came up to me and said, I’m a teacher too and I’m really 
glad you said that. I thought I was the only one. It still seems amazing to me that people 
feel that way but they do.
You can imagine the effect that this kind of fear has on lesbians In Jobs where you are 
dealing directly with people.
When you’re a teacher, you find yourself being unable to help a kid you know Is gay.
You can’t afford to even broach the subject with him/her, let alone tell him/her about
yourself. You end up finding yourself holding beck, being less physical, less supportive 
than you want to be.
It may seem extreme to you that people in 1981 should have to be afraid of losing their 
Jobs, but believe me it’s a very real fear that lesbians in lots of different Jobs live with day 
in and day out, and the further you get from a major centre, the greater that fear can be.
O.K., I’ve painted a pretty bleak picture of what It is to be a lesbian In the labour force 
these days and I think that there are lots of dismal things to be said, but fortunately things 
are not totally bleak and I think that the trade Union movement Is one of the reasons why 
things are looking up.
Now I’d be the first to admit that the union movement Is far from perfect.
Problems of bureaucratization, of failure to take seriously the task of organizing women 
workers, lack of democracy are all criticisms that could be levelled at the unions. But I 
think that anyone whose worked in both union and non-union jobs can testify to the real 
difference having a union can make in your day to day working "life. The union may not 
always be there for you, but you can be sure they’re a lot more on your side than the 
bosses.

There's a long-standing saying in the trade-union movement that "an Injury to one Is an 
Injury to all" and this Is as true of attacks against gays and lesbians as against anyone else. 
The right-wing may be attacking us now but it's a pretty short step to attacks on women, or 
on the right to strike, the right to a closed shop or even the right to organize a union.
The Injury to one/Injury to all argument has been used by lesbians, gays and supporters 
who've been fighting for gay rights protection In the unions and In many, many unions there 
has been success.
For example, organizations like the Canadian Labour Congress, the Ontario Federation of 
Labour and the Ontario Division of CUPE have revised their constitutions to Include no 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. Within specific union contracts, 
nondiscrimination clauses have been amended too. These clauses are generally of two 
types: a broad all-inclusive non-discrimination clause and clauses which specify the 
reasons Including sexual orientation among them.
A much    less specific form of protection Is
a "just cause" clause.
Toronto’sTeachers Federation, for example, which has
been bargaining for sexual orientation protection for several years has managed to
get a "Just clause" clause.
Menno Vorster, the President of TTF told me that this clause
has been used to contest the harassment of gay teachers within the Toronto system.
Of course, even the most explicit clause is no guarantee that a lesbian won't be harassed 
or fired because of her lesbianism. An employer can certainly invent reasons to satisfy a 
"just clause" clause or to explain away a firing. But the fact that the union Is there and that 
sexual orientation is explicitly stated in black and white goes a long way towards 
intimidating employers against using such slimey tactics. And a strong union with a solid 
commitment to defending gay and lesbian rights can and will fight a firing based on 
someone's sexual orientation.
The trade union movement has come a long way In Its support for gay and lesbian rights.    
Such union bodies as the CLC, CUPW, CUPE, CWO, OFL, OSSTF, TTF have gone on 
record as opposing discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. Many of these and 
other union groups have adopted resolutions supporting the Inclusion of sexual orientation 
In the Human Rights Code and many union groups Including the Metro Labour Council 
have come out In protest against the recent bath raids.
So the support is there and it is growing, There's one note thing I'd like to say in wrapping 
uP. Even though there's been lots and lots of changes over the past five years, we're still 
encountering anti-gay and lesbian sentiments within the union movement. I think it's really 
important to remember in whatever work we're doing where this homophobia comes from.



People aren't born hating lesbians any more than they're born heterosexual.
Society makes them that way.    Society organizes and controls and channels people's sexuality 
into acceptable forms of heterosexual nuclear couples relating Just as It organizes their response 
to lesbians and gays, as the embodiment of evil and decadence.
We become scapegoats, like jews, blacks, and immigrants.
It’s not nice and it’s not fair but it happens and what we've got to do, along with our heterosexual 
supporters, is to challenge that response, to show that we’re not to blame for the problems In this
society, to show that we’re victims of these problems, just like everybody else, and
to show that all together we can begin to effect the changes we all need to live the
kind of lives we want and deserve to Ive.

The T.R.C.C. and The Right”
by Mariruth Morton
The Toronto Rape Crisis Centre Is a feminist organization committed to fighting the 
oppression of Women in any of the forms thls oppression takes, be It rape, Incestuous 
assauIt, sexual harassment, psychiatric violence,
violence in the home, economic oppress Ion, homophobia and others.
 We name as the enemies of women, those social
institutions which perpetuate the abuse of women, Including the legal justice system
which does not offer women legal recourse but, In fact, adds to the abuse women suffer, 
and psychiatric Institutions and hospitals which confine and/or drug women Into submission 
and passivity, and a popular culture which advocates the physical domination of women for 
the sexual pleasure of men.
The current wave of rightist propagandists who Identify themselves as pro-family groups,- or 
leagues against homosexuals, are openly speaking what many practice and believe, namely 
that women are to be denied control over their own bodies, denied the right of abortion, 
denied the right to resist male sexual violence, and the right to give our bodies freely as we 
wish when our choice is another women.
There is a popular myth that has been circulating for some time in the straight press that 
women's Issues have been addressed, dealt with, understood and accepted. We all know 
about the problems of rape, day,re, sexual harrasment, low Income women, abortion, etc, 
and, therefore, because these problems have been brought Into prominence, they have, In 
some way, been perceived as solved.
Host of us here today know how Incorrect this kind of thinking Is -- In law courts today, 
women suffer abuse and degradation as real as they did 20 years ago; the economic 
oppression of solo support mothers, the lack of adequate daycare facilities and the 'ever-
increasing unavailability of abortions In Toronto hospitals are clear reminders that our work 
has not been completed.
The recent police raids and busts of lesbians and gay social activities Is a clear Indicator 
that there Is at present a certain Iicence given to those who wish to express their hatred of 
women and other "minorities". Lesbians in this city have fewer resources than we did a few 
years ago, and women are experiencing an even greater level of fear for their safety on the 
streets. Our work at the Centre clearly indicates an escalation in violence against women 
and children, and It is no coincidence that fewer and fewer women are reporting their sexual 
attacks to the authorities, as it is clear that they will not receive anything resembling "justice" 
through this route° Straight men are more and more openly expressing their contempt for 
women, and this will, of course, extend to lesbians , who are In any way visible In the 
community. We are fighting harder now than we did even



5 years ago for the right of women to walk the streets safely, to be taken seriously In 
court, to not be abused or humiliated In police stations and hospitals, to be treated 
with dignity and respect In their workplaces, to be free of violence in their own home.
So given the fact that violence against women Is not under control In this city, end 
given that women are up against incredibly difficult forces In their workplace end 
their homes and that our oppression has not been alleviated~ some of us who want 
to be working on the women’s movement, feel we have to be working for women’s 
Issues at a time when what gains we my have made are In the process of being 
undermined. The question that Involvement in this movement as lesbians. How we 
can fight for things we strongly believe In end, at the same time, maintain and 
expand our lesbian Identity in that struggle. I can only touch upon this problem 
today, but I hope It will open discussion on this and related themes.
II - Problem in Being a Lesbian Working In the Women’s Movement
The hesitation some lesbians express at working within the women’s movement Is a 
very real one, with a very clear history Since the late sixties, lesbians have been 
pushed out, silenced, Ignored or evaded by many feminist organizations, and yet, at 
the same time, have been at the forefront of the radical wing of this movement. 
Then, as today, much of the best feminist theory Is written by lesbians, even when 
the subject matter Is ostensibly  "straight women’s issue" (such as daycare or 
abortion rights, and sometimes rape).
Yet, in spite of many obvious insults and invalidations by their straight sisters, 
lesbians have continued to operate strongly within the women’s movement, as they 
recognize that to fight on one women’s Issue is to fight for alI and that, as women, all 
Issues are essentially one -- namely, the universal liberation of women from tyranny, 
exploitation and violation. I think that many lesbians have endured In this movement 
because they began to make the organizations they worked In responsible for their 
position on lesbianism, and because they did not do this alone. The history of 
T.R.C.C. over the past three years illustrates, I think, how this situation can evolve, 
and how lesbianism can be Integrated effectively in feminist organizations.
Indeed, our experience at the Centre clearly Indicates that if lesbianism cannot be 
so Integrated that there is a serious problem for the organization and we should 
question our Involvement in It. I hope to set up  dialogue with women currently 
working In organizations where they are not comfortable raking our sexuality an 
Issue and thereby taking on the Issue of lesbianism within a political organization.
Centre History
There was one lesbian three yers ago. We had liberal politics -- i.e., were tolerant of 
other "lifestyles" but had no political analysis of heterosexual privilege and

l e s b i a n  e p p r e s s l o n ,  e n d  n o  l e s b i a n - f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s  I n t g g r a t e d  I n  o v e r a l l  p o l i c y  o r
p r i n c i p l e s .  A  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  e n s u e d  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  r a d i c a l / l i b e r a l  s p l i t  I n  t h e
c o l  l e c t l v e  o n  t h e  I s s u e  o f  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s .  W e  c a m e  o u t  o f  t h i s  h a r d
s t r u g g l e  w l t h  a  s t r o n g  c o m m l t m n t  t o  c o l  l e c r l v l s m  a n d  t o  p o l l t l c a l  a r g u m e n t .  T h i s
r a d l c a l l z a t l o n  p r o c e s s  t o o k  p l a c e  o v e r  a  2 - 11 2  y e a r  p e r l o d ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  I s  s t l l  I  g o l n g
one

D u r l n g  t h l s  t l m e ,  w o m e n  a t  t h e  C e n t r e  v e r e  c o m l n g  o u t  - -  a  w o n d e r f u l  p h e n o m e n o n  o f
fem ln l sm tha t  makes  pe r fec t  sense  when  you  cons ide r  t he  env l ronmen t  we  work  In  - -  women
w e r e  w o r k i n g  w l t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  g a l n l n g  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  e a c h  o t h e r ,  g r o w i n g  a n d
b e i n g  c h a l l e n g e d  t o  g r o w  p o l l t l c a l l y ,  p u s h l n g  l l m l t s  t h a t  w e r e  n m  I o  u s ,  l e a r n i n g  t o
l l ke  and  t rus t  ou rse l ves  as  women ,  and  beg lnn lng  to  exp lo re  the  dep th  o f  ou r  own  m isogyny
a n d  w a n t l n g  t o  b a t t l e  e g a l n s t  I t .  T r a d l t l o n a l  b o u n d a r l e s  b e l w e e n  w o m e n  b r o k e  d o w n  a s  w e
w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  I n  a  s u p p o r t i v e ,  w o m n - l d e n t l fl e d  e n v l r o n m e n t  a n d  a s  w e  c o n t l n u e d  t o  p u s h
e a c h  o t h e r  t o  d e a l  w l t h  e v e r  m o r e  d l f fl c u l t  d e c l s l o n s  I n  o u r  p e r s o n a l  e n d  p o l l t l c a l
l l v e s .  I  c a m e  o u t  a t  t h e  C e n t r e  a s  d l d  s  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  w o m e n ,  e n d  t h l s ,  I s  s t l l  I  g o i n g
o n .  I t  s u d d e n l y  b e c a m e  c l e a r  - -  m a n  w e r e  n o t  s  n e c e s s a r y  I n g r a d l e n t  o f  a  f u l fl l  l l n g
l l f e ,  a n d  t h a t ,  q u l t e  s l m p l y,  m a n y  o f  u s  p r e f e r r e d  e a c h  o t h e r l s  c o e p a n y.

S o ,  a  v e r y  I m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  a t  t h e  T. R . C . C .  I s  t h a t  n o  o n e  o f  u s  w a s  a l o n e  I n  t h l s
p r o c e s s  - -  o u r  s t r u g g l e  w a s  a  c o m m o n  o n e  a f t e r  w e  p l c k e d  u p  t h e  p l a c e s  ~ h e n  t h e
c o l  l e o t l v e  s p l i t ,  a n d  I  b e l i e v e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  I n  m o v e m e n t  s i n c e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t l m e  a s  o u r
l e s b l a n l s m  w a s  b e c o m l n g  a n  I s s u e ,  w e  w e r e  d e a l l n g  w l t h  b a c o n l n g  I n c r e a s i n g l y  m o r e
c r l t l c a l  o f  s o c i a l  I n s t l l ~ r r l o n s ,  e ~ r  m o r e  a v e r e  o f  t h e  l e v e l  o f  w o m e n - h e t l n g  I n  t h l s
have  mede  o f  so  many  womenVs  l l ves  b rough t  us  In  t ouch  w l th  t he  many  ways  In  wh lch  we  had
s u f f e r e d  o p p r e s s l o n  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  m e n  a n d  t h e i r  I n s t l l ~ r r l o n s ,  a n d  w e  b o n d e d  c l o s e r
t o g e t h e r  t o  t a k e  r e f u g e  a n d  s t r e n g t h .

I t  a l s o  b e c a m e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  c l e a r  t h a t  l e s b i a n i s m  w a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  I s s u e ,  t h a t  I t
w a s  f o r  s o m a  o f  u s  t h e  n a t u r a l  o u t c o m e  o f  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s m o  W e  b e g B n  t o  a d d r e s s
l e s b i a n i s m  i n  o u r  v o l u n t e e r  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  - -  a t  fi r s t p  b e c a u s e  w e  w a n t e d  w ~ m e n  c o ~ l n g
t o  t h e  C e n t r e  t o  k n o w  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  l e s b l a n s ~  a n d  t o  s c r e e n  f o r  t h e  m o s t
o b v i o u s  h o m o p h o b i c s ,  a n d  l a t e r ,  b e c a u s e  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  w o m e n l s  O p l r e s s l o n
r e q u i r e d  t h e  r e c o ~ i t i o n  o f  l e s b i a n i s m  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a s t  b e s i c  I s s u e s  t o  b e  ~ l d r e s s e d
when  speak ing  abou t  t he  u l t ime te  f reedom o f  women  to  make  the i r  own  cho i ces  and  con t ro l
t h e i r  b o d i e s  a s  t h e y  w i s h ,  a n d  a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  p a l T i a r ~ y .

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  l e s b i a n s  w o r k  a t  t h e  C e n t r e  I n  s i g n i fi c a n t  n u m b e r s ,  a n d  I n c o m i n g
m e m b e r s  a r e  e d u c a t e d  a s  t o  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  l e s b l a n s v  l i v e s  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s l l y  O f
r e c n g n i z l n g  l e s b i a n i s m  a s  a  n a t u r a l  a n d  p o s i t i v e  c h o i c e  f o r  a n y  w o m e n  t o  m a k e .
L e s b i a n - f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s  i s  o u r  g r e a t e s t  r e s o u r c e  f o r  t h e o r y,  a n d  w e  o p e n l y  a c k l o w l e d g a
o u r  o w n  l e s b i a n i s m  o r  t h a t ,  i f  w e  a r e  s l Ta i g h t ,  w e  s h o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t h a t
r e l a t i n g  t o  m e n  b r i n g s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  o u r  s t r u g g l e  I s  c o m p l e t e  - -  i t  I s
i n c r e d i b l y  d i f fi c u l t  t o  p u r g e  t h e  m y t h s  a r o u n d  l e s b i a n s  a n d  t o  a d d r e s s  h o w  t h r e a t e n i n g
many  he te rosexua l  women  find  l esb lan i sn ,  and  fo r  good  reason .



So, as well as Incorporating lesbianism In our feminist analysis and dealing more and 
more openly with the potential divisiveness of straight and lesbian women working 
together without a amens of accountability, we ere bringing our issues to the forefront of 
discussion and we ere publicly coming out as supporters of lesbian Issues and 
organizations. Our printed information, which Is made available to the public, supports 
lesbian movements and reccommends lesbian readings, and we, In no way, disguise the 
fact that lesbians work at the Centre and, in fact, are Increasingly making it known that we 
are here.
Lesbianism has been made an Issue at the Centre and we ere working through It daily In 
our Interactions with each other -- there are many problems we have not yet learned how 
to solve -- what Is the extent of the "gap" between straight women and dykes at the 
Centre; what are the limits, If any, on the personal relationships lesbians and non-lesbians 
can form; how do we deal with our lesbianism In relation to the women who coal to us for 
help; and how are our sexually-vested interests getting In the way of political growth. We 
are using problem solving and constant criticism among oursleves to deal with questions 
of this kind.
We’re hoping to hear from other women on the kinds of Issues they are facing on this 
theme so we can learn from each other. I also hope that we can establish a strong 
support system for each other so that lesbians working In organizations who have not 
been able to address lesbianism can begin to. And I know very well that we can’t take on 
heterosexism Individually but must gain support from within our organization to change 
them, to recruit new members who wIII help in this very necessary struggle.
This Is not easy to do, and It costs, We last almost half our numbers, when the 
dissatisfied women In our collective spoke out and demanded explanations. But we have 
gained new women and they are wonderful, and they now push us to live out our politlcs~ 
our lesbianism, In new stronger ways. Our collective has come through a tremendous 
amount of shit but it really has been worth It. I may never have came out without the 
women’s movement and, for that, I owe It my happiness.
Lesbians are everywhere, but our presence will not be known until we demand 
recognition. We cannot afford to work undercover~ or in the closet~ In our political work; 
we cannot subsume our Issues In the name of "larger" and "more universal" ones. A 
lesbians, we’ve done this for too long which is why we chose to work In lesbian-only 
groups. And we need our own place, a piece where our lesbianism Is  given that we move 
and enhance ourselves through.
I have gained such pleasure in working with other dykes In the planning of this day that I 
don’t know what I’ll do now that It is over. I cherish that experience and I think we all 
deserve more of each other, more access and opportunity to be together as lesbians.

How Women for Survival, an All-Women’s Anti-nuclear group is fighting the right  by Judy 
Liefschultz
I guess I should give some history of how I got Involved In all this. I spent over ten years on 
the missionary left, in mixed groups. Anti-war groups, anti-nuke groups, environmental 
work, housing, urban issues: I have done them alI.
Since coming out as a lesbian, my feminism has become much more important to me. I 
decided to withdraw
from my activities In mixed groups and try to work with all women.
Women for Survival
Is the first time this has come together for me and it has been terrific. It is a
whole different thing working with women. The group Is not all lesbians, but most of the 
women are, and the rest are very comfortable with It because we never made any secret of 
It. We all talk about ourselves with each other and try to make the group a source of 
support as well as a way to show the connection between our opposition to nukes and 
nuclear arms and other women's Issues. Talking about nukes as a feminist issue Is as 
Important as the anti-nuclear part of what we do, even more so.
So I am supposed to talk about certain things here. The first one Is how does our group 
address the rise of the right. We do It by publicly making the connection between nukes 
and bombs as often as we can. Canadians don't like to think about this. They have been 
told we are a peaceful country, that we don't manufacture arms and don't have nuclear 
arms. We talk about the Industry profiting from nukes and profiting from arms production 
being the same ones In many cases. We talk about the plutonium from Canadian CANDUs 
belong used to manufacture bombs. The nuclear bomb India tested contained plutonium 
from the CANDU we gave/sold them for "peaceful purposes". We talk about women 
opposing the placement of U.S. nuclear missiles in NATO countries In Bonn recently as an 
example of the Involvement of woman In this issue.
Reagan war-mongering In third world countries Is discussed as another method for getting 
rid of their huge store of arms. They're looking for a place to use them because they're 
piling up. Rosalie Bertell explained some of the economics of bombs -- the fact that we 
have not had a peacetime economy since World War II. Arms production hasn't ceased 
during that time. That Is a lot of money sitting In a commodity that Isn't being used. We talk 
to people about tight economics and how It historically gives rise to fear of the 'red 
menace', violence, racism and more desire to push the war machine Into action Two ways 
we're seeing this now is in increased violence against women and the environment. This Is 
seen as a return to strength and stability by the right.
Next, I am supposed to talk about why It is Important for me, as a lesbian, to be involved In 
this group. I am doing it because most environmental and anti-nuke groups have no 
concept of the importance of feminism, or how their own sexism affects their work.    They 
are liberal, reformist groups, which Is okay, but the sexism and the homophobia are 
rampant, as they are In most mixed groups on the right, the left and



everywhere else.
They aren't even acknowledging It or addressing it in most cases, much less solving 
it.
The next question was how to maintain a lesbian Identity when doing this kind of 
work. My answer to that Is to be out -- all the time, with everyone People’s sexism 
end homophobia must be made clear, and as Important for them to understand as 
their colour barriers. Among women, this is especially Important, end easier, thank 
goodness, because we are the change agents.
Another question we were asked to speak on Is why only women. I think the answer 
to that Is pretty well understood. Let the men organize themselves. If they oppose 
rape, let them get out and march against rape. I don’t see them. There are also lots 
of mixed anti-nuke groups for people to participate In. There are man who do 
support work for us, but the members are ell woman. Another thing Is that, as an all 
woman’s group, we are tasking the historical connections between the women who 
have been Involved In opposing nuclear arms for years and those of us now fighting 
nukes. That connection Is very Important, and one that is never made by mixed 
groups.
Personal problems as a lesbian was another topic. Mine ls watching woman 
sacrifice their lesbian Identities to a cause.
The sexism, subtle of course, Is too energy-consuming to make it worthwhile.
The last thing l’ll talk about Is ways of solving the problem, ways of getting lesbians 
Involved. One thing that Is Important for this Is to go beyond left and right, neither of 
which has ever been much fun for women, to talk about feminism, life-sustaining 
priorities Instead of death wishes' I.e. health, daycare, educatlon, Job safety, the 
environment, equal pay, violence against ,omen, and, of course, disarmament end 
nukes. These must be seen as the Issues, not Just woman's Issues, so women will 
not see themselves as a fringe group anymore.
Another way Is to make connections with all kinds of women -- church women, 
labour women, teachers, nurses. Keep being out. Keep making the connection 
between the Issues facing women. It Is working.
Two more things and then I’m done. I really get scared when I see gay groups In 
the U.S., for Instance, saying maybe they don’t want to say too much about things 
like the Family Protection Act because of the reaction, the backlash, being even 
worse then things are now. That Is crazy. We can’t walt and see. It won’t go away. It 
has to be fought politically all the time.
The last thing Is that I think we have to put our money where our mouths are.
Those women who have been lucky enough to get Jobs and make decent money 
have to start dipping Into their pockets. It costs money to make change. If we really 
want change, If we really want no more business as usual, then we have to pay up.

LESBIANS FIGHTING IMPERIALISM
by Vicki Kelman
I am a member of a smell organization called the Women’s Latin American Support Group, 
which meets to talk about the revolution in El Salvador, and the politics of Latin America in 
general. El Salvador is a tiny Central American country, repressively ruled by a U.S.-
sponsored military dictatorship, which Is currently using U.S. arms In Its attempt to crush 
the so-called left. The left in El Salvador Is a movement of peasants, students, clergy and 
Social Democrats unified under the banner of the popular alliance, FDR (Democratic 
Revolutionary Front). The demands of the revolution Include items such as a decent living 
wage for ell workers, end land reform. At present, fourteen families own most of the land In 
El Salvador.
Why are we concerned about El Salvador or other repressive Latin American 
governments? First, Latin America has special personal and political significance for most 
of us In the group. Second, It is a horror to all people of conscience that In one little 
country, fifty people  day are murdered, and countless tortured and held In clandestine 
prisons, merely for being suspected of wanting the right to a meal at the end of a working 
day or to buy medicine for a sick child. And when we talk about the rise of the Right, It Is 
essential that we realize that the Right, both In Canada end the U.S., can only support Its 
vast political and economic Interests by supporting end financing murderous third world 
regimes, which Insure that no poor person will ever get a bigger slice of the world's 
economic pie. If that were to happen, (to give Just one small example), Canada would no 
longer be able to strip Latin America of Its valuable mining resources. Currently, 90% of 
Canada’s foreign investment In mining is Invested In Latin America, fostering the friendliest 
of relations with despotic governments such as that of Guatemala, a major producer of 
nickel. No matter that Indigenous Guatemalans (the maJority of the population) have had 
their lend stolen from them end been denied the most basic human rights. The priorities of 
the Right in such cases are clear.
Why are we organizing as women only, both straight and lesbian? Why didn’t we merely 
Join the Committee of Solidarity with El Salvador and work with the very committed men 
and women of that organization? Because it Is only by working with feminist women that we 
can guarantee that feminism is on the revolutionary agenda. It is only In a group like ours 
that the position of women In Third World struggles for Justice will be the first priority° We 
will adopt only female prisoners of conscience, through Amnesty International. We will 
invite only woman to speak to us about their analysis and experience of Latin America. We 
examine the position of gay and lesbian people in both pre and post-revolutionary 
countries. We know that only women will look out for the Interests of women, and so we 
organize separately from men°



And why should we as lesbians support people in the Third World? Have revolutionary movements 
of the past made lesbian rights a high priority issue? Of course not, and it will probably be a very 
long time before they do. But there is progress.
Women play a vital role in the revolutionary movements of Latin America. Incredibly brave and 
dauntless women are guerrilla fighters, movement strategists and village organizers for the new 
order. And neither do they necessarily slip meekly back into the kitchen when the bloodiest battles 
are over, but, as we see in Nicaragua, become ministers of government and a vital force In 
shaping ?heir country's futures. And when the revolution of the Third World succeeds, and 
ultimately, eventually it will, the economic chains that tie women inextricably to men will be broken. 
Only then will it be possible for those women to choose to join us, to enjoy even the possibility of 
being up-front, proud lesbian women, and of organizing together as we are doing here today.



Conclusion
by Natalie LaRoche
Lesbians really are everywhere. This is not Just a slogan designed to combat our 
invisibility-- It is true!
And lesbians are fighting the right wing from almost every possible perspective (as 
we have seen today) -- from the anti-nuke movement, the anti-racist movement, 
the abortion movement, the day-care movement, welfare rights organizations, the 
feminist movement, the gay movement, anti-imperialist movements, the anti-war 
movement, the trade union movement and many others.
All of these organizations are links in the chain that Is needed to keep back the 
right wing. It is Important for lesbians to be in these organizations. ;t is especially 
important to us as lesbians that we be out In these organizations. But unless we 
are organized as lesbians, we can not be a link In that chain.
We are now being aggressively attacked -- the growing right wing, a sister 
Barbara Schleiffer is murdered -- the Sun suggests an enraged lesbian dld It, 
undercover cops bust our dances. Our bar gets closed down. Fascists 
disseminate filthy hate Ilterature about us.
All of this in addition to not having any civil rights, having our children taken from 
us, getting thrown out of our homes, being in constant danger of losing our 
unorganized and ill-paying jobs If we should step out of our closet (particularly if 
you work with kids, as I do], being Invisible and constantly oppressed by the 
heterosexist hatred which Is encouraged and supported by the right wing and the 
police.
Certain liberal organizations have historically made noises about defending 
people’s civil rights. Where were the NDP and the Liberal Party for the Inclusion of 
sexual orientation in the Human Rights Code? Where was the NDP when Hlslop 
and Sewell were smeared by the police in the Toronto civic election and when the 
Baths were attacked. Discussing “ln caucus".
Some male left and anti-imperialist organizations tell us sexuality Is a personal 
matter and that we and our communities are a-political. Trade unions are only 
beginning to take steps to defend our rights. Our straight sisters In the feminist 
movement are often threatened by us and some of them would like us to be more 
quiet. The faggots In the gay movement often oppress us and use us. We have to 
fight Invisibility everywhere, even amongst our allies.

All of this political work Is terribly Important. Bringing a lesbian-feminist perspective to all of 
these diverse organizations is a very real and strategic weapon In the struggle against the 
right wing. We have to do something about our situation.
Lesbians are totally unorganized
In Toronto.
It
Is not good for us lo be this defenseless,
We have many needs:
-We need to be able to mobilize quickly and in large numbers In response to right wing 
attacks -- like LOOT was able to do when Anita Bryant was in town for Renaissance 
International.
-We need a support and communication system for lesbians who are involved in 
organizations fighting the right wing, as well as for those who are unaffiliated and went to 
become Involved.
-We need to develop a lesbian-feminist perspective and strategy for fighting the right, both 
for ourselves and for lesbians to bring to their different organizations.
-
We need a central place from which we can begin to reorganize our community -- to have 
regular parties, pot luck dinners, invited speakers, discussion groups cultural/educational 
events as well as political action and communication with other groups, Our community is 
where we get our strength and positive self-image from, Without It we are Isolated.
In your workshops, we would like you to pull together this day’s discussions and talk about 
where we go from here. Do we want another lesbian organization? What kind: what would 
it do? How will we form the kind of supportive end organizational networks that we need? 
What is lesbian-feminist strategy to fight the right? How does isolation affect us personally 
and politically?
How will we prevent the problems that happened in the past from recurring? How will we 
deal with our political differences and diversity this time? How will we raise money? How 
will we fight the right wing and strengthen ourselves? Who will we work with? Who are our 
allies?
I am sure there are many other questions that we need to deal with, and I’m certain that 
one day of meetings will only begin to touch the Issues. Hopefully, this Is Just a beginning 
and this discussion will continue in a sisterly and productive manner.



G~f Pride Day Speech
by Lorna Weir
Lesbianism Is a political Issue. It Is something more than a private sexual orientation to be 
tolerated among so-called  civilized people. The liberation of women will not be 
accomplished until lesbians are free.
I’m going to be talking about lesbians and the women’s movement for a while. This does 
not mean that every dyke Is feminist, though I wish we all were. However, what’s new in 
lesbian organizing over the past ten years and the distinctive form of lesbian politics In the 
7O’s was the result of the emergence of lesbian feminism.
The women’s movement emerged In the late 6O’s after about 30 years of inactivity.
Lesbians were active In the new women’s movement from the first because It spoke to our 
concerns as women about such issues as decent wages, daycare and violence against 
women.
It wasn’t until the early 7O’s that lesbianism became an Important Issue for the women’s 
movement as a whole to deal with. What Stonewall was to the gay liberation movement, 
Kate Millett’s 1970 coming out statement was to the lesbian movement.
Millett’s book, Sexual Politics, made her a national celebrity In the U.S. Time Magazine 
featured her on Its cover, and singled her out as one of the most Important figures In the 
women’s movement; she was lionized by the media. After her coming out, the media did 
an about-face, turning with horror on Millett and the entire women’s movement as though It 
had taken a viper to Its bosom.
A lot of feminists wished Millett had never opened her mouth, but she had, and It was 
clearly Important to defend her because the entire women’s movement was being trashed. 
How exactly to do this was the real question. Do you say, yes, there are dykes in the 
women’s movement, but don’t feel threatened because most of us are straight? Or, 
lesbians are part of the movement, and we are fighting for their civil rights? Or, maybe you 
say that all women have reason to support a women’s right to love another women.
In the attack on Millett, the movement had to understand how the accusation of lesbianism 
has been used to divide women from each other. Any Independent woman Is liable to be 
called a dyke. Calling a women a lesbian Is an attempt to break her attachment to other 
women and  to summon her back to the role of helpmate to man. Lots of us have had the 
experience of being hustled by a man, telling him to get lost and then being called a dyke 
In the hopes we’ll defend our honour by having sex with him. What happened to Millett is 
that this kind of lesbian-baiting was being used against the women’s movement as a 
whole. We were being told to continue to define our lives and our politics in terms of men. 
By supporting Millett and other lesbians, the women’s movement Is defending the right of 
all women to work with and care for other women. Individually and collectively, we need to 
be able to decide what to do with our lives and to define our politics on our own terms 
Independently of men.



I think part of the reason for the anti-feminist and anti-lesbian stance of the New Right Is 
the fear of women's autonomy. When women say we want our own movement, people 
panic because they think that the world will be left without comfort after we’ve had our 
way. in a world in which women have a virtual monopoly on nurturing and men on social 
power, women's claim to self-determination and power are felt as an attack on people's 
emotional security.
Lesbians are women whose primary emotional and sexual committment Is to other 
women. By the way we live, lesbians claim economc and emotional independence from 
men. We take the power to explore and discover women's sexuality on women's terms.
Lesbians act on women's rights to be with other women, to enjoy the company of women 
and to organize with women. All feminists, heterosexual and lesbian, are engaged in 
these struggles to create a culture and a society which validates women's experience. So 
feminists do fight for civil rights for lesbians, and also~ more Importantly, see the lesbian 
movement as a magnificent social experiment to discover the meaning of what It ls for 
women to Identify with other women In every way~ Including sexually, an experiment In 
which all women have a stake.
Not everything was or Is rosy for lesbians In the women's movement We came to see the 
need for an autonomous lesbian movement partly because of our need to be together and 
partly because of the problems lesbians face In the women's movement and other radical 
movements such as the gay liberation movement. Despite real gains over the past ten 
years lesbians are still fighting social invisibility; When I'm walking down the street with my 
lover, and somebody calls us faggots because bigots don’t even know how to Insult 
lesbians accurately, it's for sure we've got a way to go fighting lesbian invisibility. Partly as 
a result of so many dykes coming out In the women's and gay liberation movements~ and 
partly because there Is a growing awareness that women ran Indeed be sexual, more 
people than ever before now know that lesbians do exist. And that means we're starting lo 
become targets for attacks. Police harassment of lesbians Is on the Increase~ street 
assaults are more frequent and we were even privileged with special mention in the hate 
literature dumped on Toronto over the past few months.
The lesbian movement Is starting to regroup In order to fight back. It's true that over the 
past year we've had two setbacks which still have us reeling: the closing of our bar the Fly 
by Night and the folding of LOOT although the phone line continued In operation. The 
closing of the Fly was a brutal lesson In the ghetto business mentality.
The new owner's need to make a buck cost lesbians the loss of our most Important social 
centre; we all felt the loss of a sense of collectivity and power when the Fly folded.
Thlngs clearly couldn't remain In this sad state long. Lesbian groups have started to 
reform. A lesbian speakers bureau has been set up and a new lesbian-feminist political 
organization Interested In fighting the fight wing attacks on us is being created.

A forum on May 9th called "Lesbians Fighting the Right" drew about 100 dykes to discuss 
our experiences In various radical movements:    trade unions, anti-nuclear actions, anti-
Imperialist works~ the women’s and gay movements, We are not going to let the 
autonomous lesbian movement collapse In this city. And from our experiences of working 
together over the past few years, the movement we’re going to put together will be 
stronger, more diverse and politically smarter then It's ever been.
I've been talking about lesbians working together and In the woman’s movement. But why 
are some of us here today, with gay men? Working politically with gay men is a very 
controversial subject among lesbians. The politics of lesbian feminism and the politics of 
gay liberation are different, because the Iife experiences of lesbians and gay men are not 
the same. Our social and sexual lives are organized very differently, and this is reflected in 
our politics.
I think lesbians are here today partly because the Lesbian and Gay Pride Day Organizing 
Committee showed a real awareness of the differences and had a willingness to work 
things out.    We are here because this day Is a way to publicly fight our invisibility as 
lesbians. Some of us are here because we have worked in the gay movement in order to 
fight the oppression of lesbians. We’re here because lesbians and gay men are both called 
homosexuals, and we both have a common battle against compulsory heterosexuality In a 
society which thinks of us as deviant and sick. Both lesbians and gay men demand the 
right to control our own bodies, to give our bodies to people of the same sex, to choose our 
own sexuality and define it on our own terns. We claim this choice to be legitimate and 
good.
The past year has made it clear to lesbians and gay men that we face a common enemy in 
the New Right. We don’t necessarily have exactly the same fight, and we must do some 
hard thinking in the next while about the terms of our alliance In the fight against the right. 
The autonomous lesbian movement gives lesbians the political end personal base needed 
to Join together to define our priorities end then hopefully to work together In cooperation 
with the gay movement and other progressive movements, Being clear on who we are as 
lesbians will permit us to Join with our gay brothers in our common struggles with goodwill 
and solidarity.



CONCLUSION
Since Its inaugural forum on May 9, 1981, Lesbians Against the Right [LAR) has kept a 
busy, sometimes frantic, schedule. Our main event last year was the ‘Dykes In the 
Streets" march, held on October 17, for which we organized during August and 
September.
We organized Toronto's first lesbian pride march so that lesbians could openly declare 
our pride and power, happily and without fear. Political dykes, street dykes, bar dykes, 
gay women, lesbian mothers, socialist feminists, radical feminists, lesbian separatists, 
working women ... we were all there, enjoying the bright sun and blue sky.
(We were lucky with the weather, Which Just goes to show that there Is a goddess after 
ell). We had hundreds of pink~ white, and lavender balloons, which gave the march a 
festive character. The Amazon Motorcycle Club led the parade and was cheered by all, 
as was the All-Girl Hit-and-Run Leather Marching Band (which played "beware young 
ladles, they’re fooling you" to our heart’s content).
Among the three hundred or so women present, we could see many banners from 
organizations: the Lesbian Organization of Kitchener, the Ryerson Women’s Centre, the 
Toronto Rape Crisis Centre, the International Women’s Day Committee, the Lesbian 
Phone Line, end Lesbians Against the Right. There was also a giant banner proclaiming 
In red letters: LESBIANS ARE EVERYWHERE. To add to the party atmosphere, a 
group of gay male supporters stood at the sidelines and showered us with confetti {to 
the amazement of the passers-by )
So we danced down Bay Street, the financial heart of Canada, slnging “we’re here 
because we’re queer" end chanting In syncopated rhythm, "We are the D-D-Y-K-E-S" 
all the way to City HalI. It was magical. Nobody wanted to disperse,
It was a well-thought out and safe march. We took great care to think about security 
and to provide sufficient marshalls. There were no major Incidents or any violence, and 
the crowds on Yonge Street seemed too amazed to be hostile.
Of course, not every lesbian In Toronto was able and willing to go on the march.
But many hundreds heard about It, and as one woman said at the dance later that 
evening: “I’m a teacher and couldn’t go to the march. But l’m so glad it went well " After 
It was over, we all knew that It was Indeed possible to express ourselves as powerful, 
visible lesbians, and we were a little less afraid.
Since then we have been very busy. We meet every other Tuesday, or every Tuesday 
when the pace of political activity demands it. We get anywhere from 12 to 35 women 
to meetings, and we now run our meetings in a smooth manner. A woman is chosen at 
the end



to chair the next meeting, end she is in charge of compiling the agenda and making sure 
that there is continuity between meetings. We do not have any permanent committees or 
any "officials"; what we do when specialized tasks develop is to strike a committee for that 
task. Also, we now have delegates on a number of bodies, Including the Gay Community 
Council, and coalitions for women’s rights and other concerns; and we have recently 
become members of the Citizens Independent Review of Political Activity (CIRPA), a 
broad-based coalition of progressive groups committed to democratic control of the 
police. This is an Important Issue, since recently six woman were arrested by undercover 
police and charged with police assault after a police-provoked Incident outside a lesbian 
bar.
At the time of writing, some of us are busily participating In the March 8th Coalition, which 
organized International Women’s Day. We hope to have a large contingent of visible 
lesbians on this march, one of Toronto’s biggest annual events.
We have also developed links with other groups In the city who are also fighting the right 
wing. For example, many of these groups, Including women’s, gay, and anti-racist groups, 
are working together on a film festival organized by the Development Education Centre.
And for the future? We are planning to organize a day of cultural, artistic, political, and 
just fun activities for March 27th, which was Indicated at the last national lesbian 
conference as a country-wide day of lesbian actions against the right.
Workshops, art displays, musical performances, and even a fashion show (yes) are being 
suggested. We hope to draw a large part of the lesbian community to this event.
We also need to continue our own development as an organization. To this end, we’re 
organizing a series of afternoon workshops to help sort out LAR’s positions on important 
topics away from the pressure of business meetings. One of these workshops has 
already been held, and two more are scheduled for the spring.
These are just some of the activities that we are engaged in. There's also the less 
tangible process of getting to know each other, of having fun and going for beer, of 
struggling over political differences; In short, of
forming a
living,
growing organization.
To get in touch with us, you can write to:
LAR
P. O. 6579
station A
Toronto MSW IX4


