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" I  w a n t  t o  t e l l  t h e  b a n k s  t o
m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  c r e d i t  i s  a v a i l a b l e
f o r  w o m e n . "

- - B r i a n  M u l r o n e y ,  1 9 8 4
l e a d e r ' s  d e b a t e .

D e a r  F r i e n d ,

V e r y  s h o r t l y ,  t w o  w o m e n  c o u l d  b e  a t  t h e  h e l m  o f  t w o  o f
t h e  l a r g e s t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .

T w o  w o m e n ,  o n e  To r y  a n d  o n e  N e w  D e m o c r a t  - -  b o t h  o f  w h o m
c a l l  t h e m s e l v e s  f e m i n i s t s  - -  c o u l d  b e  f a c i n g  o f f  i n  t h e  fi r s t
e l e c t i o n  i n  fi v e  y e a r s .

E x c i t i n g  t i m e s  f o r  w o m e n .  U n d o u b t e d l y .

W i l l  i t  m a k e  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  w o m e n ?  I  d o n ' t  k n o w .

T h a t ' s  w h y ,  a s  p a r t  o f  o u r  f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a c t i o n ,  I
w a n t  t o  h e a r  w h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e
c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  w o m e n  t o d a y .

A n d  I  w a n t  t o  h e a r  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  d o  a b o u t  t h e
p o v e r t y ,  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w o m e n ,  w a g e  g a p  a n d
c h i l d  c a r e  c o n c e r n s  m a n y  w o m e n  f a c e .  A n d  I  w a n t  t h e  r e s t  o f
t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  i t  t o o .

T h a t ' s  w h y  N A C  w a n t s  t o  s p o n s o r  " A  G r e a t  D e b a t e " .

A  s e r i o u s  t e l e v i s e d  d e b a t e  a m o n g  t h e  t h r e e  l e a d e r s  o f
o u r  m a i n  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a b o u t  h o w  t h e y  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h
t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  w o m e n ,  a n d  h o w  t h e i r  p a r t i e s  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h
w o m e n ' s  i n c r e a s e d  p o l i t i c a l  p r o fi l e .

A  d e b a t e  t h a t  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  C a n a d i a n s  c o u l d  w a t c h .

A debate that you can be a part of creating.
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Y o u  c a n  h e l p  m a k e  s u r e  w o m e n ' s  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a n s w e r e d  b y
s e n d i n g  t h e  e n c l o s e d  " G r e a t  D e b a t e "  p o s t  c a r d s  t o  t h e  t h r e e
p a r t y  l e a d e r s .

It concerns NAC that there has been a lack of substance in the discussion of issues that has taken place so far.

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  m a k e  m o r e  p r e c i s e  p o l i c y
s t a t e m e n t s  o n  w o m e n ' s  i s s u e s .  A n d  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e s e
s t a t e m e n t s  t o  b e  o n  t h e  r e c o r d  f o r  a l l  t o  h e a r  a n d  t o  s e e .

B e c a u s e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  w o m e n  a r e  b e c o m i n g  a  f o r c e  t o  b e
r e c k o n e d  w i t h  o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a g e .  A n d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  w o m e n
a r e  d e m a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  b e  h e a r d .

When we look south of the border, we can see the impact of women's voices. More 
women and racial minorities were elected than ever before and more women were 
involved in the political process than ever before -- both in financing the campaign 
and volunteering their time.

A n d  t h a t ' s  w h a t  N A C  i s  a i m i n g  t o  d o  - -  m a k e  s u r e  t h e
c o n c e r n s  o f  w o m e n  a r e  fi r m l y  p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l
l a n d s c a p e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

N A C  h a s  d o n e  i t  b e f o r e .

W e  s p o n s o r e d  a  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r ' s  d e b a t e  o n  w o m e n ' s
i s s u e s  b e t w e e n  E d  B r o a d b e n t ,  B r i a n  M u l r o n e y  a n d  J o h n  T u r n e r
i n  1 9 8 4 .

I t  w a s  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  m o m e n t  f o r  N A C  - -  a n d  f o r  t h e  w o m e n
o f  C a n a d a .  A n d  w e ' d  l i k e  t o  d o  i t  a g a i n .

But we truly need your help to get the ball rolling.

I n v i t a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  i s s u e d  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  T o r y
l e a d e r s h i p  c o n v e n t i o n  i s  h e l d .  T V  s t a t i o n s  w i l l  b e
a p p r o a c h e d  a n d  v e n u e s  w i l l  b e  s e a r c h e d  o u t .

Thousands of women have told NAC, in our Federal Election Survey, 
that they believe NAC should try to organize a leadership debate.

A n d  I  a g r e e  w i t h  t h o s e  w o m e n .



B u t  w e  n e e d  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  s a m e  m e s s a g e  t o  o u r  c o u n t r y ' s
l e a d e r s .

A n d  t h a t ' s  w h y  I  a m  a s k i n g  y o u  t o d a y  t o  s e n d  t h e
e n c l o s e d  p o s t  c a r d s  - -  p o s t a g e  f r e e  - -  t o  t h r e e  p a r t y
l e a d e r s .

P o l i t i c i a n s  m u s t  g o  o n  r e c o r d  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o
p r e s e n t i n g  o p t i o n s  t o  t h e  w o m e n  o f  C a n a d a .

A n d  n o t  o n l y  c a n  y o u  h e l p  m a k e  i t  h a p p e n  b y  s e n d i n g  t h e
p o s t  c a r d s ,  y o u  c a n  m a k e  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  s o  N A C  c a n  h a v e  a
s t r o n g e r  v o i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n .

Q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  y o u r  i n p u t  i s  v i t a l  i n  m a k i n g  " A  G r e a t
D e b a t e "  h a p p e n .

T h e  p o w e r  o f  N A C ' s  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  l e a d e r s  c a r r i e s  a
g r e a t  d e a l  m o r e  w e i g h t  w h e n  w e  h a v e  y o u r  h e l p .  A n d  b y
s e n d i n g  t h e  p o s t  c a r d  n o w ,  a l l  l e a d e r s  w i l l  g e t  t h e  m e s s a g e
e a r l y .

And that's why I am also asking you for a financial contribution now. All of 
NAC's election work is being funded by people who care about women being 
represented in the political process.

A l l  o f  N A C ' s  e l e c t i o n  w o r k  i s  b e i n g  f u n d e d  b y  p e o p l e
l i k e  y o u .

S o ,  i f  t h e r e  w a s  e v e r  a  t i m e  w h e n  y o u  f e l t  l i k e  j o i n i n g
t h e  N a t i o n a l  A c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h e  S t a t u s  o f  W o m e n ,  t h i s
i s  i t .

I t  i s  t r u l y  a  c r u c i a l  m o m e n t  t o  b e c o m e  a  s u p p o r t e r
b e c a u s e  y o u  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a v e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  i m p a c t
w i t h  y o u r  d o n a t i o n .

S o ,  t o d a y  I  a m  a s k i n g  y o u  t o  d o  t w o  t h i n g s .

First. Send the enclosed post cards — postage free — to three party leaders 
urging them to commit to a NAC sponsored debate on women's issues.



Second. Make as generous a contribution as you can -- $50, $75, $100 or $200 
-- so we can mount an effective election program for the women of Canada.

O r  y o u  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  j o i n i n g  N A C ' s  A C T I O N  F U N D .

By authorizing easy automatic withdrawals from your chequing account of 
$10, $15 or $25 a month, you can give NAC the stable financial base it 
needs to be a strong voice on behalf of women all year round.

We have already been busy working on our election plans. NAC’s Voter's 
Guide -- a guide to issues of concern to women and the federal parties' 
position on them --will be available on newsstands and in book stores in June.

And we have surveyed over 100,000 Canadians on what they feel are critical issues for women.

NAC will make a difference to women in this election. But only if we have the support of people 
like you.

I  c a n n o t  s t r e s s  e n o u g h  h o w  m u c h  N A C  n e e d s  y o u r  d o n a t i o n
i f  w e  a r e  t o  b e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  v o i c e  f o r  w o m e n  i n  t h i s
e l e c t i o n  y e a r .  A l m o s t  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  N A C ' s  b u d g e t  c o m e s
f r o m  p e o p l e  l i k e  y o u .

I  h o p e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  t o d a y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J u d y  R e b i c k

P.S.
Today I am asking you to do two things.
1. Please send the enclosed post cards -- postage free -- to all 
three party leaders and,
2. Make a special contribution to "A Great Debate".
Your donation is necessary if we are to continue our election work.





To The Prime Minister,
The women of Canada make up 52% of the 
voting population and, as we have seen in 
recent elections in the US, women an have 
a significant impact on election results.
I want to see the three main political parties 
have a televised debate on women's issues 
and urge you to participate.
Yours sincerely,

No Postage Required 

The Right 
Honourable Prime 
Minister of Canada 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6

Dear Mr Chretien,
The women of Canada make up 52% of the 
voting population and, as we have seen in 
recent elections in the US, women can have 
a significant impact on election results.
I want to see the three main political parties 
have a televised debate on women's issues 
and urge you to participate.
Yours sincerely,

No Postage Required 
Office of Jean 
Chretien 
Leader, Liberal Party 
of Canada 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6

Dear Ms McLaughlin,
The women of Canada make up 52% 
of the voting population and, as we 
have seen in recent elections in the 
US, women can have a significant 
impact on election results.
I want to see the three main political 
parties have a televised debate on 
women's issues and urge you to 
participate.
Yours sincerely,

No Postage Required 
Office of Audrey 
McLaughlin 
Leader, New 
Democratic Party 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6


