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I AM LAUREL ROTHMAN, FRESIDENT OF THE OCECC, WHICH REFPRESENTS
CHILD CARE GSTAFF, FARENTS, TEACHERS® ORGANIZATIONS,TRADE UNIONS,
SOCIAL SERVICE WORKERS AND WOMEN'S GROUFS. WE ARE HERE TO
CHALLENGE THE ONTARIO GOVERNMENT TO DELIVER ON ITS COMMITMENT TO
ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF CHILD CARE FOR ALL FAMILIES AS FROMISED

ALMOST TWO YEARS AGD IN NEW DIRECTIONS.

THE RECENT ARTICLEE IN THE GLOBE AND MAIL HAVE RE-CONFIRMED

THE SAGGING STATE OF CHILD CARE WHICH, FOR SOME CHILDREN AND
FARENTS, IS5 S0 FOOR THAT WE BELIEVE WE ARE AT A CRISIS FOINT.

WE WOULD LIKE TO REMIND YOU THAT ALTHOUGH THE GLOBE AND MAIL 'S

EXFOSE IS THE MOST GRAFPHIC AND DETAILED FICTURE OF THE DEFLORAELE
CONDITIDNS IN MANY CHILD CARE CENTRES, IT IS NOT NEW INFORMATION.
AS LONG AGD AS 1984, SIMILAR MATERIAL WAS FRESENTED TO THE
STANDING COMMITTE ON SOCIAL DEVELOFMENT. AGAIN, IN 1985, EBRIEFS
TO THE KATIE COOKE TASKE FORCE ON CHILD CARE RAISED CONCERNS ABOUT
QUALITY. PRESENTATIONS TO THE FEDERAL SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CHILD
CARE EBY ONTARIO GROUFS AND FARENTS AGAIN FRESENTED THIS FICTURE
FUBLICLY. TWO YEARS AGC, A SELECT COMMITTEE, STRUCE RBY THE FRESENT
GOVERNMENT TO EXAMINE THE ROLE OF THE COMMERCIAL SECTOR IN HEALTH
AND SOCIAL SERVICES, HEARD ALARMING REFORTS FROM FARENTS, CHILD
CARE STAFF AND EVEN FROVINCIAL OFFICIALS. IN MAY, 1988, THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES RELEASED A STUDY WHICH
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SHOWED THAT SOME CHILD CARE CENTRES 1IN METROFOLITAN TORONTO

RECEIVED A LICENSE EVEN THOUGH THEY DID NOT COMPLY WITH THE DAY

NURSERIES ACT.

THE GLOBE AND MAIL'S REVIEW OF THE LICENSING RECORDS FROM

ACROSS THE FROVINCE CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES TWO FOINTS:

FIRST, THERE ARE INADEQUATE RESOURCES TO SUPFORT THE HIGH
QUALITY FROGRAMS THAT FARENTS AND CHILDREN NEED AND THAT THE
GOVERNMENT HAS FROMISED. THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH HUMAN, CAFITAL OR
OTHER FINANCIAL RESOURCES. FOR EXAMFLE, AN AVERAGE CHILD CARE
SUFERVISOR DOES EVERYTHING INCLUDING SHOPFING FOR FOOD, DEALING
WITH ILL CHILDREN, FLANNING FROGRAM ACTIVITIES, CLEARING CLOGGED
TOILETS, PREFARING BUDGET SUBMISSIONS, FIGURING OUT WHO WILL CLEAN
THE CENTRE, AND FPROVIDINGE FARENT EDUCATION... AND FROBAELY EARNS
NO MORE THAN #25,000 PER YEAR. IN ONTARIO SCHOOLS, PRINCIFALS
NEED NOT WORRY ABOUT PLUMBING OR MEETING A FAYROLL YET EARN TWICE

AS MUCH MONEY.

IN ADDITION, THERE ARE INSUFFICIENT HUMAN RESOURCES WITHIN
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES. IT IS CLEAR THAT
THERE ARE NOT ENDUGH LICENSING OFFICIALS TO PROFERLY MONITOR
FROGRAMS. AT THE SAME TIME, THERE AFFEARS TO BE NO MINISTERIAL
POLICY THAT TELLS THESE OFFICIALS THAT A CENTRE WHICH IS UNSAFE OR
IMFPROFERLY STAFFED SHOULD BE CLOSED. AND WE UNDERSTAND THAT EVEN
WHEN LICENSING OFFICIALS COMMIT SCARCE RESOURCES TO DOCUMENTING

HARITUAL NON-COMFLIANCE, THEIR EFFORTS ARE USUALLY IN VAIN.



JUST AS CHILD CARE LACKS HUMAN RESOURCES, IT LACKS CAFITAL

RESOURCES. AS THE GLOBE AND MAIL DESCRIBED, IN DRYDEN, THE

SUPERVISOR OF THE MUNICPAL CHILD CARE CENTRE, MUNICIPAL AND LOCAL
PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS WERE AWARE THAT THE CENTRE’'S EUILDING AND
EQUIFPMENT WERE UNSAFE. YET, THERE WAS NO MONEY TO REMEDY THE
SITUATION AND THE CENTRE WAS ALLOWED TO REMAIN OFEN. IT IS NOT
UNCOMMON FDR CHILD CARE CENTRES TO LACK THE BASIC RESOURCES NEEDED

TO MAINTAIN GOOD DR EVEN SAFE ENVIRONMENTS FOR CHILDREN.

SECOND, THE GLOBE AND MAIL HAS RECONFIRMED THAT THE COMMER-

CIAL CHILD CARE SECTOR IS LESS LIKELY THAN THE NON-PROFIT SECTOR
TO MEET MINIMUM GOVERNMENT STANDARDS AND MORE LIKELY TO BE VERY
SERIOUSLY DEFICIENT. OVER THé YEARS, WE HAVE HEARD AGAIN AND AGAIN
FROM CHILD CARE STAFF AND FARENTS WHO HAVE TOLD US AEOUT INADE-
GUATE FOOD, SHORT-STAFFING, UNSAVOURY AND UNSAFE CONDITIONS WHICH
FLOURISH IN THE COMMERCIAL CHILD CARE SECTOR. AS WE ARE ALL AWARE,
LACKE OF ACCOUNTARILITY TO FARENTS AND THE INCENTIVE TO MAKE A
FROFIT ARE NOT COMPATIEBLE WITH MEETING THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS OF

THE DAY NURSERIES ACT LET ALONE FROVIDING HIGH QUALITY CHILD CARE.

CHILD CARE IN ONTARID IS AT THE EBREAKING FPODINT. WE ARE
CRITICALLY SHORT OF PUBLIC RESOURCES. WE WOULD LIKE TO FOINT OUT,
HOWEVER, THAT THE COMMERCIAL SECTOR IS A SUBESTANTIAL DRAIN ON OUR
SCARCE RESOURCES. A STUDY CONDUCTED BY THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY
AND SOCIAL SERVICES IN 1988 DOCUMENTED THIS: "PROGRAM ADVISORS

SFENT MORE OF THEIR TIME AT COMMERCIALLY-OPERATED CENTRES THAN



NON-FROFIT FARENT/COMMUNITY BOARD CENTRES, AND MOST O0OF THIS TIME
WAS FOR QUALITY CONTROL REASONS". THESE LICENSING OFFICIALS HAD
TO MAKE A MONITORING VISIT TO COMMERCIAL CENTRES ALMOST = TIMES AS
OFTEN AS TO THOSE WITH A COMMUNITY EROARD.

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES HAS SAID THAT
THE COMMERCIAL SECTOR NEEDS MORE PUBLIC RESOURCES IN ORDER TO
FROVIDE HIGH GQUALITY CARE. SCARCE PUéLIC RESOURCES SHOULD NOT EBE
USED IN THIS WAY. INSTEAD, WE URGE THE COMMERCIAL SECTOR TO

REDIRECT THEIR FROFITS TO IMFROVING THE QUALITY OF CARE.

THERE ARE MANY EXAMFLES IN ONTARIO OF CHILD CARE FROGRAMS
WHICH FROVIDE WARM, ENRICHING, CARING AND BENEFICIAL ENVIRONMENTS
FOR CHILDREN AND SUPFORT FOR THEIR FAMILIES. I WOULD LIKE TO
REMIND YOU THAT THE ONTARIO COALITION FOR BETTER CHILD CARE HAS
NEVER CALLED ONMLY FOR MORE CHILD CARE BUT HAS ALWAYE ADVOCATED FOR
BETTER CHILD CARE. WE HAVE RESISTED FALSE SOLUTIONS WHICH FROMISE
AN EXFANSION OF CHILD CARE WITHOUT THE NECEESARY RESOURCES AND
FOLICIES WHICH ENSURE A HIGH QUALITY, NON-PROFIT CHILD CARE SYSTEM

FOR ALL FAMILIES.



IN CONCLUSION, THE ONTARIO COALITION FOR BETTER CHILD CARE CALLS

ON THE ONTARIO GOVERMENT TO IMFPLEMENT THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDA-

WITH REGARD TO THE MINISTER'S RECENTLY-ANNOUNCED REVIEW OF
INSFECTION FROCEDURES:
A. WITHIN 20 DAYS, TABLE AN INTERiM REFORT OUTLINING

FROGRESS ON THE REVIEW IN THE LEGISLATURE;:

E. ISSUE FULLY-REVISED INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT

FROCEDURES WITHIN & MONTHS;

IMMEDIATELY MAKE ADDTIONAL FINANCIAL AND OTHER RESOURCES
AVAILAELE TO HELF REMEDY VIOLATIONS RELATED TO RECORD-
FEEFING, UNSAFE EQUIPMENT, AND INADERUATE PHYSICAL
FACILITIES;

WITHIN 30 DAYSE, CLOSE CHILD CARE FROGRAMS WHICH ARE IN
SERIOUS VIOLATION OF THE HEALTH AND SAFETY AND STAFFING

REQUIREMENTS OF THE DAY NURSERIES ACT, MAKING FROVISION TO

HELF FAMILIES FIND ALTERNATIVE CARE:

TAKE IMMEDIATE STEPS TO END FINANCIAL SUPFORT TO COMMERCIAL

CHILD CARE PROGRAMS EY:

A. LIMITING NEW FURCHASE-OF-SERVICE AGREEMENTS TO SERVE
SUEBSIDIZED CHILDREN TO NON-PROFIT PROGRAMS ONLYj:

E. WITHIN Z0 DAYS, ANNOUNCE A DETAILED FPLAN WHICH OUTLINES
FHASING OUT EXISTING PURCHASE-OF-SERVICE AGREEMENTS TO
COMMERCIAL PROGRAMS WITHIN S YEARS:

C. WITHIN 20 DAYS, FRODUCE THE FLAN FOR CONVERSION OF

COMMERCIAL FROGRAMS PROMISED IN NEW DIRECTIONS IN 1987;:




CALL UPON THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ENACT, 1IN CONSULTATION
WITH THE FROVINCES AND TERRITORIES, NATIONAL CHILD CARE
LEGISLATION WHICH WILL DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM OF

HIGH GUALITY, NON-FPROFIT CHILD CARE FOR ALL FAMILIES.



