MANIFESTO

WE WILL BEAR THE CHILDREN WE CHOOSE TO BEAR: MANIFESTO FOR FREE ABORTION ON [#MAND
(translation)

y L1719

THis manifesto, was read to a rally 61560 inilontrdaty abithe; conclusichsof a demondt-
ration.’ ':’Itxﬁa&fﬁqphed by the attack on abortion richts by the 8tate.

wWe under-tand that since the 13th of December, 1976, we have returned to a situation
similar to the one which prevailed befere 1973, that is to say before the Morgentaler
trials began.

It took three years of judicial proceedures, three different trials, three “"not—guilty"
verdicts for us to realize that Federal Iav was not being applied to Quebec....."

¥e, the 'women supporting this Manifesto, have had encuch of "moral victories". We
want concrete victories which will lead women to the power to exercise their right to
free abortion on demand.

It is in this spirit that a large number of Ouebec Feminist igroups are rallied around :
this Manifesto. 2And tocether we intend to carry this struggle to its logical conclusion.”

1. Association des Femmes de Radio CPnada i
« D has de 1'Echelle
» Czitre d'aide ax victimes de viol de Montreal
. Centre d'Auto Sante pour fermes
. Centre de documentation femiiniste de Montreal
. Centre de Sante de femmes de quartier
. Comite ée Condition feminine de la CSN
. Comite provincial Laure~Gaudreau CFQ
9. Comite des fermmes du Cecep Bois-de-Bouloone
10. Comite des femmes du Cecep Maisonneuve
11. Comite de lute pour l'avortment libre et gratuit
12. Co—op femmes de Montreal
13. Ies Fditions de la Pleine Lune
14. ILes Fditions du Rerue-Menage
15. Jounal Ies Tetes de Poiche
16. Libraire des Femmes d'Ici
17. Maison des femmes Ge Montreal
18. Maison des fames de Quebec
19. New ¥cman Center (Centre de la Feame nouvelle)
20. Services juridiques Coup de poucepour elles Inc.
21. Sir. George Wamen's Union
22. Theatre des Cuisines
Montreal, March 1977
WE ARE STRUGGLING SO THAT SLL THE WOMEN OF QUEBEC WHO WISH TO TERMINATE A PREGNANCY MAY DO
SC FREELY AND WITHOUT COST, IN THEIR MILIEU, IN THEIR IANGUAGE, UNDER GOOD MEDICAL OOND-
ITICN3, WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION OF CLASS, NATIONALITY, RACE OR AGE.

VE ARE STRUGGLING SO THAT ALL QUEBECOIS WOMEN WHO WISH TO ABORT MAY DO SO FREELY:

... because the present law forbids us to have ahortions except in exceptional case and
on conditions that we obtain permission form the"THerapeutic Committees", these "Mini-
tribunals™ whose role is to prevent us foom making our own decisions about abortion.

WE DOFMAND FREE ABORTION BECAUSE IT IS OUR RIGET TO REFUSE UNWANTED PREQWENCIES. WE
GENOUNCE THE EXIXTENCE OF TFESE OOMMITTERS BECUSE VE FAVE HAD ENOUGH!

... Of ahving to beg for permission to abort legally, ie to have to prove that our health
is in dancer, that we are too weak, tco sick, too crazy or too poor to have a child.

... of having to queve up before the doors of the rare hospitals that have "therapeutic
committees™ to bel them to take our “cases into consideration.

... of having to prove, cne to one, alone and isolated, that we are an exception and
that we merit the privilege of a therapeutic abottion, when in fact, we are amongst

10,002 to 25,000 who have abortions each year.

... Of having to struggle alone and isolated against the hospital bureaucracies, of deal-'
ing with refusals, delays, sermons,inquiries, being treated like ignorant, irrespomsible,
egotistical, easy women, if not criminals; and for the majority of us, to be forced to
endure back street abortions, taking all the risks, at the cost of our time, our money
our health and our lives. :

... Of our shame, our fear, and ocur humilaation.

WE ARE STRUGGLING SO THAT ALL QUEBECOIS WOMEN WHO WISH TO TERMINATE A PREGNGNCY MAY DO SO
WITHOUT COST.: BECAUSE WE HAVE HAD ENOUGH ....ccccecsccceces oS eeieioim bieie/e aiain s e sevea
-»- OF A SITUATTION WHERE QNLY THCOSE PAMONGST US WITH MXEY CIN GET RTICNS EASILY.

... -of getting into debt to pay for an aborfion

... Of putting cut mcney for abortions even thouch we pay for medical insurance




s qf our roney being pocketed under the table by agencies and charlatans profiting fiom
we Situacicn. = o i e

VE DEMAND FREE ABORTIQN BECAUSE WE CENNOT ABORT i1 DEMAND AND WE MUST PAY FOR IT.

“ 3
YE RPE STRUGGLING SO THAT ALL. QUFBECOIS WOMEN WHO ISH TO.INTERRUPT A PREQVANCY MAY DO SO---
I THEIR MILIFU :
.. .because the situation‘now obliges those aronast us who come from the Gasre, Lac St.
Jean, Abitibi étc., to leave their homes and travel many hours on a bus and have their
abortions alone in a strange city like Montreal, or even to leave their country and o

WE ARE STRUGGLING: SO TWAT ALL -OURBECOIS WOMEN YHO WISH TO INTFRRUPT 2 PREGNANCY MAY DO
SO IN THEIR OW. LANGUNGE. - - =

.. .because presently in Quebec, Francophone hosnitals do less than 5% of the abortions,
while 30% of thagnpulatlon is Francophone. ; 4 s

YE ARE STRUGGLING' SO'THAT ALL QUESECOIS WOMEN WHO WISH TO INTERRIPT A PREQNANCY MY DO
SC IN (GOOD MEDICAL ONDITIONS.

- - .BOCAUSE WE HAVE HAD ENCUGE of risking hemorrage, infection, incomplete abortion,
sterility and even death because of the present lay.
...BECRUSEVEPEFUSE'IOA(XEPTthattIDseanmgstusvhoselivesa’rethreatenedbyan
unwanted precnancy may not get them because of partiality, innefficiency,or simply the
absence of Therapeutic Cormittees in Ouebec.

- - - BECAUSE WE WANT NO MORE of those amongst us who succeed in getting legal abortions
being uselessly confined in hespitals. We refuse this as long as the shortage of beds,
perscnnel, competant doctors becames a pretext used by hospital administrations for not
preforming abortions, or limiting their mmbers. :

- - -because we have had enouch of being cbliged to abort at lucrative Zmerican agencies,
with all the risks of necligence that this implies; of illegal abortions in doctors'
offices where no one is responsible to anycne; of putting our lives in the hands of in-
coipetant and unscrupuloug charlatans, or to be reduced to induce our own abortions
because of poverty. ; :

WE ARE STRUGGLING SO THAT ALL THOSE OUEBFODIS WOMFN WHO WISH TO TFRMINATE A PRECNANCY
MY DO SO WITHCUT DISCRIMINATION OF CLASS, RACE OR PGE. Bk
- ..because we reject that those whn have the least mney, resources and access to informa-
ticn must pay more or bring unwanted children into the world.

WE ARE STRUGGLING SO THAT ALL THOSE QUEBFCOIS MOMEN FFHO WISH TO TERMINATE A PREGANCY
MY DO SO WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION.

---because in 1973; Tor example, under the same federal law, in R.C. for a pupulation
of 2.3willion people, 9,176 therapeutic abortions: in Ontario, population 7.3 million
therg werer 227603 abortions. In Quebec, for-a pupolation of 6 millions there were
3,1{L therapeutic abortions obtained. o

...because in 1975, in the 14 hospitals in Quebec which perform abortions, only 6 are
Francophone, and these six hospitals performed a total of 239 abortions out of a total
of 5,657. B

AS 1. CONSEQURNCE OF THIS STTUATION  WE DEMOND OF THE QUEBRC GOVERMMENT

1. To force the federal government to repeal the Canadian abortion lay:; ie REMOVE
ARTICIES 251 and 252 FROM THE CRIMINAL CODE.

25 TO IMMEDIATELY SET UP services so that women can have access to abortion on demand.
3. To mzke abortions payable by Quebec Medical Insurance IMEDIATELY

For us the struggle of wamen for free abortion on demand is part of a larcer struggle
against all -foxms of oppressicn and exploitation which we experience daily. Since we
are fighting not only for the fight to refuse unwanted pregnancies, but also for the
right to bring all the children we wish into the world without being forced to have

abortions because of our jobs or living conditions.
EEDE&NDOFTEEQEBEC@VEMTPWITTFKESTEPSTOIBSURE ]
1. The creation of clinics which are easily accessible, and cammumnity controlled,
clinics which dispense free information on sexuality, contraception and abortion ALL OVER
QUEEEC. = = Al : -

—2. Information on sexuality and birth control be distributed in all schools

—3. Free contraception for the entire population : _
FINALLY that they take steps to improve the conditions under which we decide to have child-
ren ie. amongst others
1. Paid maternity leaves. for at least 20 weeks, without loss of seniority or benefits.
2. Free daycare-—controlled by the users—in the. neighborhoods and at the workplace.
3. Equal pay for work of equal value. 3 :



