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W H A T  I S  T H E  C D C A A ?

T h e  C a n a d i a n  D a y  C a r e  A d v o c a c y  A s s o c i a t i o n

i s  a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  n o n - p r o fi t ,  v o l u n t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

I t  i s  m e m b e r s h i p  b a s e d ,  h a s  a  r e g i o n a l l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e

e x e c u t i v e ,  a n d  i s  l i n k e d  t o  f e e  p a y i n g  l o c a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l

a n d  n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  a n d  s u s t a i n e r  g r o u p s .

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  f o r m e d  t o  p r o m o t e  a n d

a d v o c a t e  a n  e x p a n d e d  a n d  i m p r o v e d  d a y  c a r e  s y s t e m  t h a t

a d d r e s s e s  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n ,

p a r e n t s  a n d  c h i l d  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s .  E m p h a s i s  i s  p l a c e d  o n

h i g h  q u a l i t y  c a r e  a n d  a c h i e v i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  u n i v e r s a l l y

a c c e s s i b l e ,  p u b l i c  c h i l d  c a r e  s e r v i c e s .

T h e  C D C A A  fi n d s  i t s  r o o t s  i n  d a y  c a r e  c o m m u n i t i e s

a n d  h o m e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  A s  w e l l ,  i t  i s  a  n a t u r a l  o u t -

g r o w t h  o f  l o c a l  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  o r g a n i z i n g  e f f o r t s .

C a n a d i a n  c i t i z e n s  a r e  s a y i n g  i t ' s  t i m e  t o  g i v e

o u r  c h i l d r e n  t h e  c a r e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e y  d e s e r v e .

P a r e n t s  w a n t  a f f o r d a b l e ,  a c c e s s i b l e ,  h i g h  q u a l i t y  d a y  c a r e

. . . n o w .  A n d  y e t  d a y  c a r e  i s  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  p a r a l y s i s ,  i f

n o t  s e r i o u s  c r i s i s .  T h e  C D C A A  w a s  f o r m e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h i s

u r g e n t  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m .

O R I G I N S  A N D  B A C K G R O U N D

T h e  C D C A A  o f fi c i a l l y  g r e w  o u t  o f  t h e  2 n d

C a n a d i a n  D a y  C a r e  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 8 2  i n

W i n n i p e g .

O v e r  7 0 0  d e l e g a t e s  -  f r o m  a l l  p r o v i n c e s  a n d

t e r r i t o r i e s  -  a t t e n d e d  t h e  W i n n i p e g  C o n f e r e n c e .  C o n c e r n e d



parents, users of day care services, and child care employees, 
directors and board members were present.
Representatives from women's groups, labour organizations, 
social service agencies, educational institutions, and regional 
and provincial day care associations and coalitions also 
participated. The large turn-out reflected the urgent need and 
widespread desire to propose solutions for Canada's day care 
crisis.
Virtually all delegates agreed that abysmally insufficient 
government funding and restrictive, welfare-oriented day care 
legislation have created an impossible situation for Canadian 
children and parents. While Canadian society and families have 
gone through major transformations, governments are 
prescribing 19th century remedies for today's problems. It 
simply doesn't work. It makes no sense. And as a result 
Canadian parents don't know where to turn or how to cope.
Following two days of discussion and workshops, the delegates 
in Winnipeg used the opportunity to begin the process of 
building a Canada-wide organization.
For too long, the delegate~ felt, local day care advocates had 
remained isolated from their counterparts across the country. 
For too long, government underfunding and political 
intransigence had gone uncontested by a strong, Canada-wide 
organization solidly rooted in the day care community. And for 
too long, we lacked a consensus on precisely what kind of 
policy direction we require.
For these reasons, it was time to come of age politically, the 
conference declared, and show governments



t h a t  a b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  o f  C a n a d i a n s  -  a  n e w  m a j o r i t y  -

w a n t  g o o d  d a y  c a r e  n o w .  T h e  d e l e g a t e s  t h e n  e l e c t e d  a

3 7 - m e m b e r  s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  t o  b e g i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l ,

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  f o r  r e s o l v i n g

C a n a d a ' s  d a y  c a r e  c r i s i s .

S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  i n  M a r c h ,  1 9 8 3 ,  t h e  s t e e r i n g

c o m m i t t e e  e l e c t e d  a n  8 - m e m b e r  e x e c u t i v e  o f  t h e  C D C A A

r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  e x e c u t i v e

w a s  g i v e n  a  o n e - y e a r  f o c u s e d  m a n d a t e ,  o n e  s e e n  a s  a p p r o p -

r i a t e  f o r  a  y o u n g ,  d e v e l o p i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  y e t  c o m p a t i b l e

w i t h  m a n y  o f  t h e  m o r e  a m b i t i o u s  p o l i c y  r e s o l u t i o n s  a d o p t e d

a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  m a n d a t e  i n c l u d e d  c r e a t i n g  a  fi r m

f u n d i n g  b a s e  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  b i l i n g u a l

n e w s l e t t e r  ( T h e  D a y  C a r e  A d v o c a t e ) ,  f o r m u l a t i n g  s p e c i fi c

p r o p o s a l s  a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  l e v e l  w h i c h  w o u l d  i m m e d i a t e l y

p r o v i d e  d i r e c t  f u n d i n g ,  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  a  b r o a d l y - b a s e d

c o n s t i t u e n c y  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  d a y  c a r e  a n  i s s u e  i n  t h e

f o r t h c o m i n g  f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e

w a s  m a n d a t e d  t o  o v e r s e e  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  e l e c t i o n  o f  2

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  e a c h  p r o v i n c e  a n d  t e r r i t o r y  t o  f o r m  a

n e w  2 - y e a r  t e r m  s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  b y  A p r i l ,  1 9 8 4 .

W e  c a n  n o w  s t a t e  w i t h o u t  e q u i v o c a t i o n  t h a t  w e

h a v e  i n d e e d  c o m e  o f  a g e  p o l i t i c a l l y .  T h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  o u r

A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  p o s i t i v e .  D a y  c a r e

i s  q u i c k l y  b e c o m i n g  a  m a j o r  i s s u e  o f  c o n c e r n  i n  t h e  m a i n -

s t r e a m  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c o u r s e .  D a y  c a r e  c e n t r e s ,  p a r e n t s ,

w o m e n ' s  g r o u p s ,  l a b o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  C h i l d  c a r e

a s s o c i a t i o n s  a c r o s s  C a n a d a  h a v e  j o i n e d  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .



O u r  fi r s t  e x e c u t i v e  h a s  f u l fi l l e d  i t s  m a n d a t e .  A n d  w e

h o p e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  n a t i o n a l  o f fi c e  w i t h  f u l l - t i m e  s t a f f

i n  O t t a w a  b y  S p r i n g  1 9 8 4 .

CONSENSUS BUILDING

T h e  n e e d  f o r  i m p r o v e d  d a y  c a r e  h a s  b e e n  v o i c e d

b y  m a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  C a n a d a  f o r  s o m e  t i m e .  D u r i n g  t h e
l a s t  d e c a d e  o r  s o  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  g r o u n d s w e l l  o f  s u p p o r t

f o r  g o o d  d a y  c a r e .  W o m e n ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  l a b o u r  u n i o n s ,

F e d e r a l  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  P r o v i n c i a l  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p s  h a v e

a l l  v o i c e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  g o o d  d a y  c a r e .  B u t  f o r  a l l  t h e  t i m e

a n d  e n e r g y  e x p e n d e d ,  c h i l d  c a r e  i n  C a n a d a  r e m a i n s  h o b b l e d

b y  a n t i q u a t e d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a s s e r t i o n s ,  p o o r  g o v e r n m e n t

p l a n n i n g  a n d  g r o s s l y  i n s u f fi c i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d i n g .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r  b a r r i e r s  t o  b r i n g i n g

C a n a d a ' s  d a y  c a r e  p o l i c y  i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h  C e n t u r y  h a s  b e e n
g o v e r n m e n t  i n a c t i o n  a n d  p r o c r a s t i n a t i o n .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  b y

d a y  c a r e  a d v o c a t e s  h a s  n o t  h e l p e d .  T h e  l a c k  o f  c o n s e n s u s

h a s  d e t r a c t e d  f r o m  o u r  c a p a c i t y  t o  w i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  g a i n s .
A n d  s o  w e  v i e w  c o n s e n s u s  b u i l d i n g  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f

o u r  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o c e s s .  T h e  C a n a d i a n  D a y  C a r e  A d v o c a c y
A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  w o r k e d  h a r d  t o  d e v e l o p  a  c o n s e n s u s .  I t ' s

a n  o n g o i n g  p r o c e s s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  a l r e a d y  w e  c a n  s a y  w e ' v e

b e c o m e  a  u n i t e d ,  p o p u l a r  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  v o i c e  f o r  d a y

c a r e .  W h a t ,  t h e n ,  h a v e  w e  a g r e e d  u p o n ?

T h r o u g h  a  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  o u r

3 7 - m e m b e r  s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  -  w h i c h  c o m p r i s e s  a  g r o u p

p r e d i c t a b l y  d i v e r s e  i n  g e o g r a p h y  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  d a y

c a r e  -  w e  h a v e  a r r i v e d  a t  a  s t r o n g  c o n s e n s u s  a r o u n d  t h e

f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  a s  a n  i n i t i a l  b a s i s  o f  a g r e e m e n t  f o r  o u r

A s s o c i a t i o n :

. . . 5



We believe that high quality, accessible, affordable child care 
services should be available to every Canadian child in need.

We view day care as a "societal issue" and oppose attempts by 
governments to isolate and characterize it as merely a concern 
of current users, providers and professional experts All 
Canadian citizens are concerned with how we as a society 
provide support care for our children Indeed, citizens from all 
walks of life and regions are saying we need support now.
 We see it as essential that the CDCAA be a broadly-based, 
popular, representative and bilingual organization and 
specifically include linkages with change-oriented groups such 
as women's organizations, provincial advocacy groups and 
labour groups This is not a vague concept It is presently being 
practised in two ways.
i. Our election for steering committee members involves a 
deliberate process of including these groups in the definition of 
the "day care constituency"
2. Our membership drive includes a process of active 
solicitation of these groups as supporting or sustaining 
members.
 We recognize, first and foremost, that the major question with 
respect to day care utilization is parental choice. We do not, for 
example, feel that by definition all mothers of young children 
should be in the official labour force Nor do we believe that 
women should be denied access to the official job market, or 
obstructed from equality of opportunity within it. Our view is that 
an enlightened, modern society provides a range of service



o p t i o n s  w h i c h  p e r m i t  p a r e n t s  t o  m a k e  i n t e l l i g e n t  d e c i s i o n s

a b o u t  c h i l d  c a r e .  C a n a d i a n  p a r e n t s  a r e  n o w  d e n i e d  t h i s

c h o i c e

 W e  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s i n g  n e e d  f o r  a  c o m p r e -

h e n s i v e  d a y  c a r e  s y s t e m  r e p r e s e n t s  a  s i g n i fi c a n t  c u l t u r a l

c h a n g e  i n  C a n a d a  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  m a n y  C a n a d i a n s  h a v e

s i n c e r e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  d a y  c a r e  i s  g o o d  f o r  c h i l d r e n

O u r  e x p e r i e n c e  -  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  a v a i l a b l e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  -

d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  h i g h  q u a l i t y  d a y  c a r e  i s  a  b e n e fi c i a l

s e r v i c e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  p a r e n t s  T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  w a n t s  t o

a s s i s t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  r a n g e  o f  a s s u m p t i o n s

a n d  v a l u e s  r e s i d i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  c h i l d c a r e .  W e  h a v e

r e q u e s t e d  a  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  T a s k  F o r c e  t o ,  i n  p a r t ,  f a c i l i t a t e

t h i s  d i a l o g u e .

 W e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p r e s e n t

F e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  ( e n s h r i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  C a n a d a  A s s i s t a n c e

P l a n )  r e s t r i c t s  a n d  d e fi n e s  p u b l i c  f u n d i n g  f o r  d a y  c a r e  a s

a  f o r m  o f  w e l f a r e .  T h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  i n s u f fi c i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t

f u n d i n g ,  t h e  e n t r e n c h m e n t  o f  u s e r  f e e s  a n d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n

o f  s t r i n g e n t  n e e d s  t e s t s  h a v e  b e c o m e  t h e  n o r m  b e c a u s e  o f

t h i s .  P u b l i c  f u n d i n g  f o r  s e l e c t  u s e r s  o f  d a y  c a r e  r e i n f o r c e s

a n d  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  u s e r  f e e  m o d e l  o f  d a y  c a r e .  A c c o r d i n g

t o  t h i s  v i e w ,  d a y  c a r e  i s  p u r c h a s e d  o n  t h e  o p e n  m a r k e t ,  a n d

t h e  r o l e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  t o  m e r e l y  a s s i s t  s p e c i fi c  l o w

i n c o m e  p a r e n t s  w h o  c a n n o t  c o m p e t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  a s  c o n s u m e r s

i n  t h e  d a y  c a r e  m a r k e t  p l a c e  C h i l d r e n ,  c h i l d  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s

a n d  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  o f  C a n a d i a n  p a r e n t s  h a v e

s u f f e r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  a n t i q u a t e d  m o d e l  T h i s  a p p r o a c h

fi n d s  i t s  r o o t s  i n  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h i n k i n g  w h i c h  v i e w e d  d a y

c a r e  a s  a  f o r m  o f  c h a r i t a b l e  r e l i e f  f o r  p o o r ,  d e s t i t u t e

w o r k i n g  m o t h e r s  W e  b e l i e v e  w e  m u s t  c o m e  t o  t e r m s  w i t h

. . . 7



current realities For example, more mothers of young children 
now work for a wage or salary than those who are staying 
home full time, and their numbers are increasing each year.
The history of other universal services (education, health 
care) and our present experience with day care leads us to 
believe that high quality, stable, equally accessible day care 
cannot operate as a user-fee service  We are opposed to 
lobbying for the reform of the Canada Assistance Plan as a 
mechanism for improving day care. However, because the 
provinces have failed to utilize federal funding under CAP 
fully, we support groups who are pressing their provincial 
governments to utilize CAP more effectively now.
 We are opposed to lobbying for an increase in the child care 
income tax deduction Child care tax deductions are a 
regressive and inequitable form of taxation Moreover, these 
deductions represent a public expenditure which are an 
outgrowth of a policy which reinforces the user-fee model (the 
deduction assists individual parents as consumers).
While it should be recognized that the conversion of the tax 
deduction to a tax credit would represent a shift toward a 
more progressive taxation policy, this approach would also 
reinforce the inadequacies of the user-fee system of child 
care.
 We consider it grossly unfair that day care employees, 
mainly women, are now expected to subsidize good day care 
through low wages and inferior working conditions Day care 
employees should receive wages, salaries and benefits 
commensurate with the value of their work. For too long, we 
believe, government underfunding has created artificial 



c o n fl i c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  b e t w e e n  p a r e n t s  a n d  c h i l d  c a r e

p r o v i d e r s .  T h e  n e e d s  o f  b o t h  g r o u p s  m u s t  b e  a d d r e s s e d .

A l t h o u g h  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  a n d  r e s p e c t  d a y  c a r e
a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ( a n d  o p p o s e

a t t e m p t s  t o  i m p o s e  n a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ) ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h e

d i s m a l  s t a t e  o f  d a y  c a r e  i n  C a n a d a  r e p r e s e n t s  a  n a t i o n a l

c r i s i s  w h i c h  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

t o  a s s u m e  l e a d e r s h i p  o n .

.  W e  s e e  i t  a s  v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l

g o v e r n m e n t  a d o p t s  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  r e c o g n i z e  d a y  c a r e  a s  a n

e s s e n t i a l  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e ,  o n e  w h i c h  r e c e i v e s  d i r e c t

f u n d i n g  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  a l l  u s e r s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  i n c o m e .

M o s t  p a r e n t s  n o w  fi n d  d a y  c a r e  c o s t s  p r o h i b i t i v e .  L i k e

h e a l t h  c a r e  o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  c h i l d  c a r e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e

t r e a t e d  a s  a  w e l f a r e  s e r v i c e .  I t  i s  n o  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n

t h e s e  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s .

 W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a  c l e a r

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b a s i s  f o r  e x p a n d i n g  i t s  " s p e n d i n g  p o w e r "

i n  r e s p e c t  t o  d a y  c a r e .  W e  a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n -

m e n t  m u s t  s h o w  l e a d e r s h i p  n o w  a n d  s t o p  s e e i n g  d a y  c a r e  a s

s i m p l y  a  p r o v i n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t

h a s  a l r e a d y  t a k e n  o n  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  b y  d e fi n i n g

d a y  c a r e  a s  w e l f a r e  w i t h i n  C A P .  I t  h a s  a s  w e l l  r e i n f o r c e d

t h e  u s e r - f e e  m o d e l  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  u s i n g  s e c t i o n  6 3  o f

t h e  I n c o m e  T a x  A c t .  W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  m o r e  e n l i g h t e n e d

l e a d e r s h i p

I M M E D I AT E  P R O P O S A L S  F O R  G O V E R N M E N T  A C T I O N

T h e  t i m e  f o r  d e c i s i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i o n  o n  t h e

i s s u e  o f  d a y  c a r e  h a s  a r r i v e d .  I t J s  t i m e  f o r  t h e  F e d e r a l

. . . 9



government to acknowledge the interface which exists 
between our lives as parents and members of society who 
work, go to school, and live public lives.
With this in.mind, we are placing two major proposals before 
the Federal government. These include: i. The immediate 
appointment of a Parliamentary Task Force to develop a 
comprehensive plan for the implementation of universally 
accessible, high quality, affordable child care services, with 
substantial direct government funding, for every child in need.
2. The immediate introduction of a Child Care Financing 
Program to put money into existing day care programs and 
expand upon the current service.

THE PARLIAMENTARY TASK FORCE

The Parliamentary Task Force we are calling for ought tO be 
broad in scope. It should address the multifaceted issue that a 
majority of Canadians now face daily-that is the matter of how 
should a modern society, such as ours, support (in policy and 
program terms) a commitment to sexual equality, economic 
well-being and the raising of healthy, happy children.

CHILD CARE FINANCING PROGRAM

O u r  c a l l  f o r  a  C h i l d  C a r e  F i n a n c i n g  P r o g r a m  r e fl e c t s
t h e  n e e d  t o  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o m e  t o  t e r m s  w i t h  t h e  m a g n i t u d e  o f

t h e  c u r r e n t  d a y  c a r e  c r i s i s .  T h i s  i s  a  s t o p - g a p ,  t r a n s i t i o n a l

p r o g r a m  w h i c h  s u p p l e m e n t s  C A P .  I t  c r e a t e s  a  p r e c e d e n t  f o r

f u n d i n g  d a y  c a r e  o n  a  n o n - r e s t r i c t i v e ,  u n i v e r s a l  b a s i s .  I t

w i l l  h e l p  t h o s e  n o w  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d a y  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  a n d



b e g i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c r e a t i n g  n e w  c h i l d  c a r e  s p a c e s  a n d
p r o g r a m s .

T h e r e  a r e  t w o  c o m p o n e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h i s  C h i l d
C a r e  F i n a n c i n g  P r o g r a m :  a  D i r e c t  G r a n t  t o  e x i s t i n g

l i c e n s e d  s p a c e s  a n d  a  C h i l d  C a r e  R e s o u r c e s  F u n d  f o r  e a c h

p r o v i n c e  a n d  t e r r i t o r y .

O u r  C h i l d  C a r e  F i n a n c i n g  P r o g r a m  w i l l  p u t  $ 3 0 0

m i l l i o n  n e w  F e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  i n t o  t h e  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  fi r s t

y e a r .

T h e  D i r e c t  G r a n t  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  f o r m u l a  o f  $ 5
p e r  d a y  t o  e v e r y  l i c e n s e d  o r  s u p e r v i s e d  c e n t r e / c a r e g i v e r

,f o r  e v e r y  a p p r o v e d  c h i l d  c a r e  p l a c e .  T h i s  a m o u n t  w i l l  b e

i n c r e a s e d  a n n u a l l y  t o  r e fl e c t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  C o n s u m e r  P r i c e

I n d e x .

T h e  C h i l d  C a r e  R e s o u r c e s  F u n d  i s  b a s e d  o n  a
f o r m u l a  o r  $ 2 5  f o r  e v e r y  c h i l d  1 2  y e a r s  o r  y o u n g e r  i n  e a c h

p r o v i n c e  o r  t e r r i t o r y .  S i n c e  t h i s  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  p e r  c a p i t a
f o r m u l a  i t  b e g i n s  t o  b u i l d  e q u i t y  i n t o  a n  e v o l v i n g  c h i l d

c a r e  s y s t e m .  I t ' s  a  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  p u t t i n g  m o n e y  i n t o  t h e
h a n d s  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  a s  l o n g  a s

i t  i s  e x p e n d e d  o n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  n e w  p u b l i c  c h i l d  c a r e

p r o g r a m s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s .  L o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  g r o u p s  w o u l d

a p p l y  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s  f u n d .  S o  i t  b r i n g s  t h e  q u e s t i o n

o f  " w h a t  d o  w e  n e e d "  t o  t h e  g r a s s r o o t s  l e v e l .

I n  s o m e  p r o v i n c e s  t h i s  m a y  i n c l u d e  n u r s e r y  s c h o o l  s p a c e s  -
p r o v i d i n g  t h e y  a r e  l i c e n s e d ,  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  s u b s i d y  a n d
f u n c t i o n  a s  a  c h i l d  c a r e  o p t i o n  f o r  e m p l o y e d  o r  s t u d e n t
p a r e n t s



We think the construction of day care centres and the 
bringing of more people into the child care field are priority 
items in respect to this Fund. We are appalled when we 
view the outstanding need of Canadian children for care, 
in light of the high unemployment rates.
Further, we are supportive of parents who are "at home" 
with their children. Proposals for programs which provide 
opportunities for "at home" parents to enjoy activities with 
their children would also be eligible for funding under the 
Child Care Resources Fund.
We are thus calling for new spending powers by the 
Federal government, while respecting the regulatory role 
of the provinces.
At the same time, the following conditions shall be applied 
to the Child Care Financing Program: i) The $5.00 per day 
direct grant shall initially be given to all licensed spaces 
except corporate chain centres and large commercial 
centres.
2) Small licensed commercial centres shall only be eligible 
to apply for the direct grant for a transitional period up to 3 
years, after which time they are not eligible for the grant 
unless they have become non-profit centres with a 
representative board structure.
3) Regarding new centres and programs, only non-profit 
spaces will be eligible for the $5.00 per day direct grant.
4) The Child Care Resources Fund will only be used for 
non-profit centres and programs.
5) All recipients of the Direct Funding Program must meet 
the licensing regulations of their respective jurisdictions



T h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w e  a r e  c a l l i n g  f o r

r e fl e c t  o u r  d e s i r e  t o  e v o l v e  t o w a r d  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p u b l i c
c h i l d  c a r e  s y s t e m  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  s m a l l  c o m m e r c i a l  o p e r a t o r s

a n d  t h e  u s e r s  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a k e  t h e

a d j u s t m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  o n g o i n g  f u n d i n g .  T h i s  a d d r e s s e s

t h e  n e e d s  o f  u s e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  n o w  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s m a l l

c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t r e s ,  a n d  a f f o r d s  s m a l l  o p e r a t o r s ,  m a n y  o f

w h o m  a r e  l o w - i n c o m e  w o m e n ,  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e c o m e  a  p u b l i c

c e n t r e  a n d  e a r n  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  s a l a r y  a t  t h e  c e n t r e  i f  t h e y

w i s h .

J O I N  T H E  A S S O C I AT I O N

I t ' s  a n  e x c i t i n g  p r o s p e c t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t

t o g e t h e r  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o w a r d  p r o p e r  g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d i n g  a n d

a n  i m p r o v e d ,  e n r i c h e d  s e t t i n g  f o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n .

J o i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  D a y  C a r e  A d v o c a c y  A s s o c i a t i o n

$3 $12 $20
I n d i v i d u a l D a y  C a r e      S u p p o r t i n g
Member C e n t r e G r o u p

P l e a s e  s e n d  m o r e
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n :

E n g l i s h

F r e n c h

Name

$I00
or more Foundation 
Contribution
or Sustaining Member

A d d r e s s

P o s t a l  C o d e P h o n e

C l i p  a n d  m a i l  t o : C a n a d i a n  D a y  C a r e  A d v o c a c y  A s s o c i a t i o n
P. O .  B o x  2 0 6 4
S a s k a t o o n ,  S a s k a t c h e w a n
S7K 3S7


