Dear Slsm ' i & ¥ &
Vancouver Wamen's Caucus is trying to- co—ord.mate a natlonal campalqn, toqeﬂ'm—
LQr -with' otner Women's Liberation groups across Canadla, against Trudcau's so~-called
_Uiboral'“&bortion laws. This letter is an attemnt to lay out how we see the cam
paiaon- bu:.lding, “tha’'political objectlves of ‘that campaian an:d the kind.of orgamz—
i wehopetocb. ;Lsa.tthQmandforthenghttOcontrOlmJchmbodl%asa
necoassazy part of the. fighit for the control of our own lives. Women: w:.ll not be
l:.beratec. wntil thay have this, among other, basic rmhts.
w2 NOMEN who have a consciousness of their oppression must lead this struggle
_’I‘m:mlettuscarpmgnxmencanbeglntomderstandthewaertheyhavewhenmey
act .collectively. Abortion’is a human richt for women, then in Ottawa we must’ 8e-
: mangthatallmntlmofAbortmnbetakenoutoftmcnmnalcOde ““Each womans
,._.nght 10, decmx_ wlkther or not to continue a. proqnancy rmust not bo ]_mlteu m arxy
way by lawili: ;
AL Live cannot toler:\te carpulsory surlhzamm or bn:th control ary mre than we
can tolevdte: campulsory pregnancy Carpulsory storilizaticn has been seen as a solu-
tion to'tha ‘problem of paur black and native women in this countiy. The qovemren‘t
has : mseathe spectrt of overoopulatlon in relaticn to our poor women and neople
SHe. . accumlate facts and argqurents on this’ tg .
make -¢lear our positianis ‘to glvc women control of our o bodics, not ta enable a
minon to chntrol!women through canpulsery abortion or birth control. '
rtior links into many aspects of the oopression of women. These links must
bemade thidaghout the campaign if we really hope to change the situation of women.
Abortion is msc;;arable from birth control. The campaign should incluce
attacks on'the pricrities of a social system which makes it so difficult for women
to obtain safe birth control and abortion; the lack of birth control J_nforrrution in
. 4he:sthool- system; the lack of sericus scientific research to develon blrth control
+Gevices which “are’ both ‘safe and effective; how the profit motivation »f the druwg
industry: distorts’ researc:h priorities (Ehe pill as a million Séllar mdustly,GtC-) 7
therracism involved in rcs<.arcn = 1. only poor women or mermbers of racial minor-
ities are-used’as ‘dquinéa pigs. RS hope to have a deronstration aminst'a local ~ -~
drug company to protest the lack o£ ressarch readily available- .t0 women. Woren have
died Fran birth contiol Pills’ because dogctors have not tekon adequat:, nrecautlons.
This-information rust’ e made publ:.c.
- . . Eirth control is the right of any anc all women af’wr "uh_rty Cont‘racehtlws'
and -information on birth control should he mads : available to ail’ dArls in hlgh g B
school.We must" cnallenqe e comselhnmsysum in the schools which Jdo’not pro- |
vide- tiisinformation. - 0 e effectlve, the cammaiqgn must ke pre')arOG to ﬁeal mthj;
questions of soxual rorallty ‘For instance,:even if birth. control ‘informaticn is
available; wotmen in ‘ngh schools f\.ul gmlty using itbecausc of the false moral-"
ity, the double” s’canc.am surromd.mg datlng. In order.itn heqm to change th:.s, we .
must do . soms érgamzmg with high schopl women around the Abortion campaign. T
Guerilla theatre, leaflctta.nq high .schools, and speaking in classes camn be used as..
Awaysv -of orgam.zmq high school students. - - :
' --Just as rescarch on birth ccmtrol is: “)laS’\ against roor and non-white vomen
the: présent law makis it L";DssmIT for poor or working class women to ohtain safe
abortichs.. These “are available for tbosg, Vho can may: (legal abortions .Ln Dritain
or Japan anc safc illégal aoortlons in Vancouver cost atout the same. ) nosooxch
should be done into prole‘s relatlng o wnlfam mothers and mecicine. The ‘class
biases in medicine reflect the’class’ interests of doctors and the pmflt motiva-
tion in medlcmé “The mem.cal profosslon seams to be omtrolla’ by a' gnall Group Pl
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of Goctors at the top who determine pollcy for the medical nrofpsqlon relating to
entrance into medical school, training of doctors, standaris of practise, and hos
pital nolicy., The majority of doctors know little more than we do about how decis--
ions are made within their profassion. C AR
It is important to do research on the structure of the: mecical profession (the,_,;"

College of Physicians andi Surgeans, the Medical Mssociation, etc.) and altemative
methods of medical orqam?atlon other than the free entermrise, fee-forbsemce o b A
method. We hope to raise the deman:! for commnity-controlled. clinics (e.g.the ex=" . .°
perience in Saskatchewan with commmity controlled clinics) which provide birth
centrol information and contraceptives to women, abortions, pre-natal and maternity
care. These clinics should be publlcly funded with community control over the hiring
and firing of doctors. ibortions in the first tvelve wecks (o not require hospital-
‘ization. Tt is a very simple-operation thit can he performed in a clinic or cut-
oatient ward of ‘a nOS"lt.ll ‘e must raise this demand to the “edical Association

anc to the provmt:lal government. "k hope to either get an open hearing in®Victoria.
and/or go to a meeting of the Meddcal Asscciation in Vancouver to challenge the pri-
orities of the system and -raise our demancs. ' see this as a mart of the huilding
action for our national campaign but this work must continue after "ay 10th.

We also Hope to bring to the attention of the government anc public the role
of hospital bodards and the hospital abortion committees. The present law makes the
whole process of abertion far mere costly and complicated than is necessary. The
money spent on women who enter hospitals with infecticns and mrrphcatlons from -
1lleqal aborticns (20,000 worean in Canada per year) onulé be much hetter speht en -

a more rotional - abortlc,n system. Liospital boards in B.C. are not elected, but are
madie up of businéssmen apvointed by rhe covernment. The public has httlo m.rect
control over hespital policy.

When in Ottawa we hope to maintain the links built 1nto the local campalgn.

e sugmsa to Ottawa and Toronto that we demand cpen hearings with the Dept. of
Justice ani tie bept. of Health and velfare while in Ottawa. The advantage of hear-
ings is that you have a chance tc publicize your position, It would alsc be qood if
each wamen's liberation 7r<,up couldi put pressure an the federal reprcsmtatlm
from the Dept. of Justice and the Dept. of Health an *kelfar locate” in their area.
Perhaps we could have mock hearings, or a. public meeting to challcnqe the wa..ra.l
n,prasent.ltlves aleng with local support cemonstrations.

It is our hope that we can utilize the abortion campaiqn not cnly to build to-
ward, better cammumication and more solidarity with the women in B.C. but across the
country as viell. This cculd only ke accomplished with the help and participation of
ALL wamen's liberation groupss. _

e are considering sencing A re*arcs«.ntatlw well if acwance of the caravan,
to talk with .L. people across tho prairies and, so far as time and money allows,
to held wamen begin to organize in areas - where they have been unable-to Jo
so up to now. In this way, we could anticinate the possibility of camplzting the
Ottawa action with the bedginnings, at loast, of a truly national rovement.

A caravan of well Jocorated cars — tiie first-with a roof rack carrying the
coffin — will be leaving Vancouver arouni May 1 in order to reach Ottawa ‘:)y May 9
for the acticn. e are hoping to make hrief stons in all major cities to 7o querilla
theatre, soap hox on stroet corners, at varks anJ/mr camuses (whare local groups
have made arrangawents) , camping each night at nreviously nublicized (agnin, by lo-
cal W.L.s) loceticns where pecole can g1’chk.r for rap sessicns, sonqgs, étc. If we
have done our work well,. cars will be joining the caravan from each city.

“e Con't have uch time and in orcer for our plans to becom: a reality, we'll
all have to'start woru.ng right away. By sharing cur rescarch, ideas, acdresses etc.
w2 can hopefully avoid a lot of duplication. Ve'll send you our information as it
becomes available anc hope you can co the same. ™ are really excited about build-
ing, with you and all our sisters, our first national action. lot's make it a good
ona. In solidarity,

Vicky Brawn .. :hrg._ Hollilauch Vanoouver Ticmen's Caucus
Dawm Carrell .. Lotsy leadley Crpaign Co-orfinating Comm.




