
Labouring Under a 
Mis-Conception
Legalize All Abortion 
Now!



Re: Abortion Strategy



The recent demonstration in the House of Commons was 
reminiscent of the early suffrage movement in England. 
On one notable occasion, a half century ago, women 
marchers were arrested for obstructing traffic outside 
Westminster. A young suffragette, in her first clash with the 
law, burst into tears when she looked around the tiny cell 
where she was thrust with an older women, a survivor of 
many protests. “There, there my dear, “ said the veteran 
putting her arm around the neophyte in sympathy. “Don’t 
weep. Place your trust in God. She will protect you.”





ABORTION: A HUMAN RIGHT FOR WOMEN

THE CHOICE OF THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
WHAT THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT CAN DO — DEMANDS



ABORTION LAWS ARE KILLIiNG PEOPLE 
Joannine MitchellABORTION LAWS ARE KILLING  PEOPLE (2)



women descent on BC legislature
“Strangers in the House”

Women
Confront
Loffmark



RE: WOMEN'S RIGHTS ~ABORTION Facilities for Birth Control Information, Pregnancy Testing, Maternity Care, therapeutic Abortion, Sterilization and 
Vasectomy in BRITISH COLUMBIA



“Tremendous pressure’
tor abortion

reform—organizer

. Letters not enough



EDMONTON
April 30, 1970

Women’s Protest dramatizes 
horror of illegal abortions



The Women Are Coming
ABORTION CARAVAN 
MAY 9  1:00 P.M.
PARLIAMENT HILL



Women’s Caucus
Room 6
307 West Broadway
Vancouver B.C.
March 19m 1970

Prime Minister P. E. Trudeau
and
Tho Ministers of Health and Justice
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa, Ontario

Re: Women’s Caucus - ABORTION



Trudeau Letter Page 2
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The Feminists go marching on



They 
want 
simple 
change 
in law: 
Get rid of 
damned 
thing

On to Ottawa



Pregnant Woman’s 
Dilemma Depicted Abortion Caravan On Move.



Toronto
Feminists demand no 
restrictions on 
abortions

CLENCHED FIST salute is. given’ by: Marcy Cohen, keft, and 
Dawn Carrell, Vancouver members of women’s liberation group. 
‘They are members of an abortion

caravan travelling to Ottawa where they’ll asks the 
government Saturday to remove all legal restrictions 
on abortions.  They spoke at Town Hall yesterday.



THE TELEGRAM, Toronto, Thurs., May 7, 1970 

300 expected to join.abortion march on Ottawa
The Abortion Caravan 
sponsored by the .Women's 
Liberation Movement, which 
has travelled across Canada 
from Vancouver protesting 
Canada’s abortion laws, 
reached Toronto yesterday.

The 50 women who arrived 
expect to be joined by about 
300 Toronto women for the 
final march on Ottawa 
Saturday, but it looks as 
though it mich all be for no 
purpose.

Prime Minister Trudeau, 
Justice Minister John Turney 
and Health Minister John 
Munro all have refused to 
meet the women. 

WLM members say the 
politicians have purposely 
scheduled out-of-town 
meetings to avoid a 
confrontation with the 
protestors

Yesterday, the group held an 
open meeting to discuss the 
abortion issue at the St..

Lawrence arts centres Town 
hall.

About 150 women, mostly 
WLM supporters, and a 
handful of males listened to 
four young women explain 
their position on abortion.

Marcy Cohen, a Vancouver 
student, said the group wants 
an emergency session of 
Parliament to be called to 
have abortion laws dropped 
immediately from the Criminal 
Code.

She said WLM members feel 
that so many women die from 
illegal abortions 
(approximately 1,000 every 
year) that the situation’ should 
be considered an emergency.

They want all those doctors 
who have been prosecuted for 
performing illegal abortions to 
be pardoned and reinstated in 
their medical -practises.

The group is also calling

ror Government-funded clinics 
controlled by women to dispense 
information on birth control and 
abortions and to give free 
maternity health care.

WLM members feel that abortion 
is every woman’s right and that 
not until she has full control of the 
uses of her body will she be equal 
to men in society.

They claim that from three to five 
women are admitted every night 
to Toronto General Hospital 
suffering from the effects of ijlegal 
abortions.

Two men expressed opinions 
counter to the group's philosophy, 
but both avoided the issue of 
abortion.

Caravan supporters be bused 
from Toronto to Ottawa and will 
march on the Parliament Building
Saturday afternoon. .

Toronto Globe
May 9
Abortion cavalcaders will attend meeting — will PM?

Female fighters for women’s rights will be off 
to  Ottawa Saturday to see Prime | Minister 
Pierre Trudeau- whether he’s there to greet 
them or not.
That’s the word from Dawn 1 Carrell of 
Vancouver, a member of what has been 
described as an abortion caravan that has 
arrived here from the West.
“Health j.Minister John Munro told us he’d be 
at a meeting of the. World. Health 
Organization that day Minister Turner refused 
to meet us.”
A meeting is scheduled for 1:30 p.m. in the 
Hallway committee Room of the Parliament 
Buildings, Miss Carroll told a lunch-hour 
meeting yesterday in the Town Hall of the St. 
Lawrence Centre.

About half the 480 seats were filled, 
mostly with young women 
munching sandwiches  and 
sympathetic to the cause against 
current abortion laws.
About 20 young men sat at the 
back.
Miss Carrell talked about the 
“‘constant buck passing at different 
levels of government” and the fear 
and guilt  high school students feel 
because information about birth 
control is not available in the high 
school system.
Marcy Cohen, also from Vancouver, 
said the purpose of the cavalcade is 
to make clear to government the 
right of women to have abortions.
Two members of  the Women’s 
Liberation Movement, Alma Marks 
and Judy Darcy, both of Toronto, 
also were on the platform. 

From talking specifically with 
hospital officials, Miss Darcy said 
she learned that from three to 
four women are admitted every 
night to Toronto General Hospital 
following “botched. up” abortion 
attempts.
Toronto East General  and 
Orthopedic Hospital reported 
between 300.and 550 a year.

A yellow-jacketed young man 
later identified as Morris 
Sabanski, a University of 
Waterloo student, bounced to his 
feet during the question period to 
object to the women’s demands 
for more day care centres. 
“If you have your kids going to 
day care centres you’re going to 
end up with 
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By BETTY PALIK 
It was only a cardboard cage but 
the young woman inside 
yesterday didn’t try to escape 
because she was acting out a 
symbolic protest against the 
enslavement of Canadian women.

“This is supposed to be a super-
visual statement of women’s 
condition,” Sarah Yardley, 20, said 
from behind her bars in Phillips 
Square. Her fellow feminists 
distributed pamphlets on abortion 
to passers-by.

When a photographer asked her 
to “grip the bars for effect,” she 
retorted, “I’m not going to do 
stunts for you!’’.

She had more important issues to 
impress upon the public — such 
as the Abortion Caravan to 
Ottawa this Saturday.

Miss Yardley is also going to take 
her cage to Ottawa as a symbol.

On her cage were signs saying, 
“Femina Sapiens, Quebec, circa 
1970.”

FLF won't be along, 
but backs English

Montreal alongside members 
of the Montreal group of 
Women’s Liberation calling for 
free abortions “on demand.”
‘We refuse to manifest in front 
of a government whose 
jurisdiction over our country, 
Quebec, we do not 
recognize,” they said in 
explanation of their refusal to 
join the Ottawa march. The 
FLF is a self-avowed radical 
leftist Movement.
Their slogan is “no free 
Quebec without free women.” 

At a meeting to organize their 
participation in Sunday's 
march from Jeanne Mance 
park to Lafontaine Park and 
then to the University 
Settlement for an evening in 
the forum, the young women 
of the FLF discussed 
abortions. The right for any 
woman to have an abortion, 
they said, was just one of the 
many reforms they would like 
to see.
“But really we want to change 
the whole structure of society,” 
one said.
“We won't go into that now. 
We are planning our parade,” 
another interjected.
“Sunday is Mother’s Day, 
though, and we should do 
something about that,’’ an 
attractive young mother said.
This opened a whole new 
discussion on what would be 
the best method of debunking 
Mother's Day without 
upsetting the feelings of 
women who liked the idea.
Finally, it was agreed that 
members of the FLF would 
carry signs like ‘Mother’ Day is 
one day — Father's Day is 
364 days a year,” and hand 
out
ing how society “uses” 
women.

The Front de Liberation des 
Femmes won't be joining other 
women's liberation groups 
when they march on Ottawa 
tomorrow because they feel to 
do so would be contrary to 
their political views.
The FLF, however, has sent 
their English-speaking 
counterparts a letter 
expressing their solidarity and 
support of the march. And on 
Sunday members of the FLF 
will be marching through 



Women’s Cavalcade Hits City 
To Protest Anti-Abortion Laws

by James Post
Just two days before the nation’s 
tribute to Mother, the anti - 
unwanted - motherhood leaders 
gathered in Ottawa to protest 
against restrictive abortion laws.
Four carloads of a cross-the-
country cavalcade, which began 
April 26 in Vancouver, pulled into 
the Shoppers City plaza on 
Baseline Road about 6.30 p.m. 
Friday: Shouting words of 
encouragement to the 30 Ottawa 
women waiting to greet them, 
the cavalcade women left their 
cars to generate an impromptu 
rally on the spot.
Fists raised in the marching sign 
of the Women's Liberation 
Movement, the gathering, 
consisting mainly of women in 
their late teens or early twenties, 
began singing victory hymns. .
“Hold the: fort, we are 
coming . ... Victory. will come .. .” 
sang the women who place the 
right to freedom of abortion on a 
par with freedom of speech.
GUERRILLA THEATRE 
Complementing the determined: 
faces of shirt-and pants attired 
women was a guerrilla theatre 
performance (illustrating the 
frustrated pregnant Canadian 
woman in’ the throes of rejection 
by unyielding’ figures of law and 
medicine: .
‘We've come to seek an end to 
the laws against abortion... We 
want our rights,” announced a 
Winnipeg cavalcade member to 
the cheers of her cohorts: |
While the women had their say, 
a male supporter  stood with his 
12-months-old

daughter perched on his" 
shoulders.
‘Sure I’m sympathetic... . They've 
been denied their rights of 
petition ... But I’ve supported 
unpopular causes before,” 
commented. Henry Rucker, a 
government economist and 
husband of an Ottawa Women’s 
Liberation member.
Banners. carried by these women 
bore messages like “illegal 
Abortions Kill 12,000 a Year in 
North America.” 
In Canada, hospitals in six 
provinces carried out 235 
therapeutic abortions in the first 
three months of 1970,Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics figures show.
The provinces included in the 
study are Prince Edward Island, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta and British 
Columbia, PERSONAL SURVEYS 
Although DBS has no similar 
figures on illegal abortions, 
Women’s Liberation figures, 
gleaned from personal surveys, 
claim 2,000 Canadian women die 
each year from illegal abortions 
while 20,000 women are 
hospitalized due to complications 
of illegal abortions.
Federal law on abortion, revised 
last year, allows therapeutic 
abortion where a hospital 
committee certifies that continued 
pregnancy will endanger the 
mother’s health.
Ottawa Women’s  Liberation 
spokesman Jackie Larkin Brown. 
said about 1,000 women—to bus, 
hike or drive in from Toronto, 
Montreal, Kingston end other 
centres are expected to gather at 
1 p.m. Saturday on Parliament Hill 
to demonstrate for the

removal of all abortion law from the 
Criminal Code.
Prime Minister Trudeau, who along 
with Justice Minister John Turner is 
being sought by the women for 
discussions on abortion, told the 
Commons Friday the government 
does not intend to

amend the law further at the 
present time.
Although both government 
figures are not expected to 
greet the women Saturday, a 
counter anti-abortion group of 
women, the Alliance for Life, 
has indicated it will be present.

Cheers and fists raised in the sign of the Women’s Liberation 
Movement greeted a guerrilla theatre production illustrating a 
pregnant Canadian woman facing rejection by the medical and legal 
institutions. The performance highlighted an impromptu women’s 
rally Friday.
(Journal Photo by Dominion Wide)

Henry Rucker and his 12-month-old daughter show their support for 
the Women’s Liberation Movement drive for removal of all abortion 
law from the Criminal Conde The two were among 40 persons 
gathered for

a spontaneous rally Friday at Shoppers City plaza on Baseline 
Road, following the arrival of a cavalcade from Vancouver. The 
group plans a demonstration on the Hill today.
{Journal Phto by Dominion Wide)
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Women seek abortion right on Mother’s Day

By SANDRA DOLAN . 
Yesterday was Mother’s Day. A bright 
beautiful Mother’s Day. And hundreds of. 
Mummies and Daddies were out in 
Lafontaine Park with their children.
When a strange group came marching 
in, There, two by two, were some 80 
young women, an assortment of 
husbands and boyfriends, a dozen or 
two children, a couple of babies and two 
dogs. And they were all, including the 
children and dogs, protesting Canada’s 
abortion laws. What they were asking 
was that women be given the right to 
choose if and when: they wanted to 
become mothers. “Abortions are our 
right,’’ and “Bourassa, we want 100,000 
abortions” their placards read.
At present between 10,000 and -25,000 
Quebec women have illegal abortions 
each year and many result in serious 
complications and often death.
The law allows a committee of doctors 
“to decide
if a women can have an abortion for 
health reasons but since the law was 
passed, some nine months ago, these 
committees have permitted very few 
abortions — probably less than 100 in 
Quebec.
“You’re criminals, criminals,’ shouted an 
elderly man as the group settled down 
on the grass for an informal teach-
in .and pantomimes. The group had set 
out from Jeanne Mance Park just after 2 
p.m. and walked down to Lafontaine 
Park for their meeting, 
The first act came from Ottawa. A girl 
with a white sweater about her ears 
acted the part of a deaf judge; a boy in a 
white coat, a stubborn doctor; and a girl 
in a gold cape, an insensate society 
matron. To, their horror they were set up 
by two desperate unwilling mothers-to-
be.

A girl named Ellen, a young married 
member of Women's Liberation, read a 
brief the Abortion Caravan in Ottawa had 
drawn up. “We are not against mothers, 
wives or motherhood for those that 
want,” said Ellen in the preface to her 
talk.
But, she said, for those that don't want, 
there should be “community-controlled’ 
clinics to provide free birth control 
information and contraceptives, painless 
abortions on demand.
“Besides the right to have our children 
when we want them, we demand the 
means to bear and raise them as they 
deserve,” she read and mentioned 
adequate pre-natal and post-natal care, 
low-cost housing for mothers alone with 
children and subsidized child-care 
centres.
 “What utter garbage,” said a young 
unmarried male. “You wouldn’t say that if 
you were a female,” a woman answered.
Then Marie Claire from the Front de 
Liberation des Femmes started to 
chant:“
“To have babies every year.” 
And the group responded ‘nous sommes 
tané” (we are fed up:)
‘To wear midis, minis, maxis.’’ 
‘We are fed up.”
“To read  Marie Claire, Marie France and 
Chatelaine.” ‘“We are fed up.”
“To be typed up, classified and badly 
paid.”’
“We are fed up.” 
“To be denied’ day in day out to make 
decisions.
‘We are fed up.”
And all together they shouted, “Happy 
Mother's Day to all.”

Pressure abortion boards
doctor tells women's group
One young woman told a pro-abortion group 
last night of having to phone a barber shop, 
ask for a man named Sam; and then ask 
Sam to put her in contact with a doctor.
Another said she had been driven across 
Montreal by night to meet an abortionist. ‘‘He 
told me not to scream because ‘I won't be 
able to do anything with the other girl if you 
do.’ ” 
They both had difficulty raising money for 
the exhorbitant price the doctor charged. 
They both were scared and the operation 
was painful and without anaesthetic. Both 
were

lucky. They had contacts and friends. 
And neither became infected as a result.
“The situation is absolutely intolerable. It 
is a shame any woman has to go 
through all that to get an abortion,” Dr. 
Henry Morgentaler, a general practitioner 
and member of the Humanist Society 
told members of the Women’s Liberation 
and the Front de Liberation des Femmes 
at the University Settlement. 
Dr. Morgentaler, however, doesn’t blame 
the present situation on the abortion 
laws. He believes they are

adequate but badly applied by 
Conservaative old doctors on the hospitals’ 
abortion boards.
In the first six months after the law came 
into existence, August, 1989, the Canadian 
abortion boards granted 936 legal 
abortions. “One every 1,000 who had an 
abortion benfitted from the new law.’
Dr. ‘Irene Simons, director of family 
planning at the Montreal. General Hospital, 
estimates that every Montreal hospital has 
an average of 10 patients a week brought 
in following a or messed-up Job of 
abortion.
‘I’ve seen hundreds. I’ve seen girls who 
have tried to abort with a switchblade, 
knitting needles, coat hangers and 
soapsud douches.
“I’ve seen several women die horrible 
deaths. Some recover and still others have 
to have a hysterectomy,’ ‘she said.
Dr. Simons said doctors who are against 
legalized abortions for all who want them 
give many reasons including: all abortions 
are murders; they would take up too many 
hospital beds (actually most could be done 
in the outpatients clinic) many girls will not 
use contraceptives and rely on abortions; 
girls will feel guilty; girls will be pressured 
into having.an abortion; and many girls get 
pregnant  deliberately and would continue 
to do so if abortions were made easy.“ 
“The only argument that can agree with is 
the last one.’ There are girls who get 
pregnant deliberately.
either, because they are opting out, looking 
for sympathy or trying to manipulate some 
man in to marrying them.”
“Consultation is the answer otherwise they 
will keep coming back, Dr. Simons said.
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Abortion Caravan sits in at 24 Sussex

By SUSAN BECKER
Canadian Press
OTTAWA — The grounds of 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Trudeau’s residence were 
invaded Saturday by an 
estimated 150 demonstrators -- 
demanding that statutes on 
abortion be removed from the 
Criminal Code.
Police and a few of the. 
protesters engaged in a minor 
scuffle before a ‘half-hour sit-in 
began outside Mr. Trudeau’s 
Sussex Street home.
The sit-in followed a peaceful 
Parliament Hill demonstration at 
which about 400 persons 
favouring that abortion be made 
a matter between a woman and 
her doctor gathered in 
juxtaposition to about 60 
persons challenging their cause.
The larger group represented 
the climax of Abortion Caravan, 
a predominantly-female group 
which has moved from 
Vancouver across Canada in 
recent weeks advocat

ing the repeal of abortion laws.
On hand to meet them at 
Parliament: Hill after they 
marched through Ottawa’s 
business section were 
representatives of the anti-
abortion group Alliance for Life. 
After the hill demonstration part 
of the Abortion Caravan group, 
whose leaders expressed
anger that no government 
representatives were present at 
a meeting inside the Centre 
Block, marched to the prime 
minister's residence.
Consisting mostly of young 
women from feminist groups 
across Canada, they linked 
arms and chanted ‘Trudeau 
“coward” as they moved steadily 
toward a line of RCMP at the 
entrance of the official grey 
stone residence.
They forced police back towards 
the house until a few of them 
were grabbed when they tried to 
break through, after which they 
sat in a wide semicircle across 
the driveway.

They chanted ‘free abortion” 
and ‘“‘we want Trudeau,’’ and 
placed a mock black coffin, a 
wreath and what they called the 
tools of ‘illegal“abortion — 
including a coat hanger — 
before more than 35 silent 
police.
Gordon Gibsmn, the prime 
minister’s executive secretary  
told them that Mr. Trudeau was 
not home and that they were 
“not very nice”’ to call the police 
pigs.
The group disbursed quietly 
after four of them were allowed 
to deposit the coffin near the 
canopied entrance to the 
house.
On Parliament Hill the rally was 
received by David Lewis NDP—
York south, Gerald W. Baldwin 
PC— Peace River, Lorne 
Nystrom  NDP—Yorkton-
Melville and Grace MacInnis 
NDP—Vancouver-Kingsway.
The Alliance for Life distributed 
leaflets challenging the larger 
groups abortion statistics.



Easy Abortion Termed Cancer 
Of Women’s Rights: The push 
for easy abortion is the “cancer’ 
of the. women’s rights 
movement,” Mary Cooper, 
secretary of the Alliance for Life, 
said in a statement Sunday.
Some 35 supporters of the 
Alliance — a group Opposing 
further liberalization of 
Canada’s abortion laws — held 
a silent protest before and 
during a larger pro-abortion 
demonstration on parliament hill 
Saturday by Anti-Abortion Law 
supporters.
“We believe the women’s 
‘liberation movement -(which 
spearheaded the anti-abortion 
law demonstration) may be 
increasing the number of illegal 
abortions, by persuading 
women abortion is all right,” 
Mrs. Cooper said. 
The 800-member Alliance also 
challenged anti-abortion law 
group claims, that up to 2,000 
women have died in Canada as 
a result of illegal abortions.



The Ottawa Citizen 500 marched .on Hill to demand new 
abortion laws

Pleas for abortion 
greeted by silence
By Sheila MeCook 
Citizen staff writer - *
“Big --Brother” wasn’t watching. 
Nor was he listening…
Saturday's demonstration to 
demand repeal of abortion’ 
legislation from the Criminal 
Code, marched from the 
Supreme Court, wound through. 
downtown Streets, settled on 
Parliament Hill speeches then 
moved in to the railway 
committee room to say a few 
more words: 
No one from the government 
came to listen.
Frustrated and angry, the 
marchers, most of them women 
headed off to 24 Sussex in 
hopes of flushing Prime Minister 
Trudeau out of his residence to 
hear their demands.
They were told he was not in 
Mr. Trudeau’s executive 
assistant Gordon Gibson told the 
crowd of about 150 who had 
pushed through Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police lines and sat on 
the prime ministerial front lawn 
that no
government official was 
available to hear them.

The demonstration, which at its 
height numbered about 500, 
was a merging of feminist 
groups from major cities from 
Vancouver to Montreal who 
urged removal of any mention 
of abortion from the Criminal 
Code.  Their stand is that 
recent liberalization of abortion 
laws had done nothing to 
improve women’s chances of 
gaining a legal abortion.
Estimates. are that, because of 
red tape, one or two in a 
hundred Canadian abortions 
are legal, feminists say.’
“Getting a lobotomy (brain 
surgery) does not require the 
sanction of committee 
approval,” said Nancy Peterson 
of Toronto who criticized the 
system of hospital committees 
which were left to decide the 
fate of a woman requesting a 
therapeutic abortion.
Described by marchers as 
“humiliating” and “undignified,” 
the committees, along with 
reluctant doctors, medical 
associations and politiclans, 
were charged with denying 
women control over their own 
bodies and with

discriminating against the poor.
Toronto welfare recipient Doris 
Power, mother of three and 
eight months pregnant, said 
she had been turned, down 
when she requested an 
abortion.
A medical doctor and two 
psychiatrists had interrogated 
her with questions “unrelated 
to my feelings  about the child 
or about its welfare.” - “They 
asked me how I got pregnant”.

Sterilization offer 
Applicants who were on 
welfare, she said,  were asked 
if they would submit to 
sterilization in return for a 
legal. abortion, but if a woman 
agrees, she’s lost all power to 
make any future decisions 
over her own body.
Besides asking for abortion on 
demand, the marchers said 
they had come to ask the 
government to provide access 
to free birth control for all 
women and for clinics that 
would provide birth contr5ol. 
abortions on demand and pre-
and

post-natal care, all to be 
financed by federal and 
provincial funds.
Reading a brief to the turbulent 
crowd of 400 squeezed into 
the railway committee room for 
two hours in the afternoon, 
Judy Darcy of Toronto received 
thunderous applause When 
she said: 
“In this society, concern for the 
foetus is not matched by an 
equal concern for the living 
child.”
A comparatively silent parade 
of about 40 anti-abortion  
protesters, including members 
of the Alliance for Life, had 
circled the grounds of 
Parliament Hill while the pro-
abortion hundreds rallied both 
outside and in.
Three anti-abortion members 
were asked to leave the 
meeting inside the building but 
managed to stay on, arguing 
that it had been publicized as a 
public meeting.
There was no trouble with 
police during the 5 1/2 hours of 
activity, apart from the minor 
surge through police lines at 
the prime minister’s residence. 

Early portions of the march were 
marked with singing of women’s 
liberation songs, with the mood 
altering to more immediate anger 
when no government officials 
showed up.
Only MPs to show were New 
Democrats David Lewis, Grace 
MacInnis and Lorne Nystrom, 
and Conservative Whip Gerald 
Baldwin.
Dodie Walker of Vancouver 
charged the government with 
“extreme arrogance” and “gross 
irresponsibility’ for its failure to 
send a representative. She said 
efforts to bring the prime minister, 
Justice Minister Turner and 
Health Minister Munro to the rally 
started March 19.
Miss Walker accused  Mr. Munro 
of breaking a verbal commitment 
made in Saskatchewan to the 
effect that he would meet with the 
cross-country abortion caravan 
when it arrived in Ottawa. 

Return demanded
Mr. Munro, at a World Health 
Organization meeting in Geneva, 
has been sent a telegram which 
in part, reads: “You cannot 
escape your responsibilities to 
the women of Canada.” It 
demands his return by today to 
meet with demonstrators 
remaining in the capital.
Citing “buck passing”  at every 
level, Miss Walker said, petitions 
to provincial government asking 
for abortion reforms had netted 
replies that responsibility lay with 
the federal government and the 
medical profession.  Medical 
associations, meanwhile, had 
told them to consult with federal 
government.

The only MP to address the 
meeting. was Mrs. MacInnis who 
informed the:audience that she 
has had a resolution for removal 
of abortion laws from he Criminal 
Code on the order paper for two 
years.  She urged the women to 
circulate a petition to Mr. Turner 
and tore government members. “If 
you can break up the solid ranks 
of the government, then you’ve 
done something,” she said.
“I'm solidly behind ‘you,”: she told 
the women.
Canadian abortion laws  were 
“archaic” said a speaker, Dr.. 
Henry Morgentaler, president of 
the Humanist Association of 
Canada.
 In a statement outside the 
meeting, he said that 1,000 
Canadian women dies each year 
its a result of back-alley abortions.
Quoting a recent poll which 
indicated that 44 percent of 
Canadians were in favour of 
abortion on request, he said he 
was “optimistic” that public opinion 
would swing along those lines.”

Strong support
“For every woman here today, 
there are 100,000 others who feel 
the same way.”
Doris Power informed the meeting 
indoors that when she told the 
committee of doctors that many 
people had illegal abortions, the 
trio had replied “take your rosary 
and get the hell of here.”
“We the poor of Canada are the 
dirt shoved under the rug of a 
vicious economy, “ she cried 
during the stormy session.

Referring to the scores of young 
women who had sung liberation 
songs on their way to the 
Parliament Buildings she 
remarked, “ I am not a young 
woman, I’m not one of those 
women who sang on the way up 
here because I don’t have a god 
damned thing to sing about.”
Another welfare recipient and 
mother of five told the women’s 
liberation members to. “please 
don't be so intellectual. . . 
please come to the people who 
need it  and get the hell out of 
the universities’ .

Symbolic coffin 
By six in the evening, on the 
grounds of 24 Sussex, the last 
supporters were finally 
permitted to deposit a wreath-
topped coffin, commemorating 
women who had died from 
butchered or self-induced 
abortions near the prime 
minister’s front steps.
With the black coffin were 
instruments of quack abortions, 
the caravan’s brief and a card 
which read: “Every child a 
wanted child.”
Sunday afternoon, after strategy 
sessions, spokesmen for the 
movement stated that if they 
had not hear from the 
government by the end of the 
question period in the Commons 
today, they would “declare war 
on the government.”
They’ warned that when they 
returned to their home towns 
they planned to mobilize 
pressure upon hospitals to gain 
abortions for anyone who 
sought the operation.
“If the government refuses to 
deal with us this weekend they 
will have to face us at the 
hospitals,” warned Myrna Wood 
of Toronto.
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For Free Abortion Laws

Some 150 angry feminists laid 
seige to Prime Minister Trudeau'’s 
residence Saturday demanding . 
that statutes on abortion be 
removed from the Criminal Code. 
The group was part of an Anti-
Abortion Law cavalcade which 
moved from Vancouver across 
Canada in recent weeks. They 
staged a demonstration on 
parliament hill protesting what 
they say are ‘unfair abortion laws. 
.
RCMP and city police engaged in 
a minor scuffle with the 
demonstrators before an hour-an-
a-half sit-in began outside the 
PM’s residence on Sussex Street.
Cries of ‘free abortion” and 
“Trudeau coward’ filled the air as 
the group. surged through police 
lines. Most of the demonstrators 
stopped within 20 yards of the 
house, averting serious violence 
with police.
Unable to speak to Mr. Trudeau 
the demonstrators deposited a 
black coffin and some “items of 
abortion,”’ including a coat 
hanger, on the lawn.

Earlier the group had staged a 
peaceful demonstration on the 
hill. The group, 400 strong, 
wants abortion to be made a 
private ‘matter’ between a 
woman and her doctor.
In addition. to removing all 
abortion provisions from the 
Criminal Code, the group wants 
to provide free, safe birth control 
for all women and set up 
women’s community - controlled 
clinics giving abortion on 
demand as well as pre-natal and 
post-natal care.
The Criminal Code, revised last 
year, permits therapeutic 
abortions where a  hospital 
committee of doctors rules that a 
pregnant woman's health is 
endangered.
Many demonstrators wore 
placards across their loins say

ing, “this uterus is not government 
property.”’
On parliament hill they were met 
by 35 members of an opposing 
group, the Alliance} For Life, which 
had been silently picketing by the 
centennial flame.
Grace MacInnes (NDP Vancouver-
Kingsway) advised the Abortion 
Caravan demonstrators to petition 
members of Parliament.
Doris Power, of Toronto, a 
pregnant member of the 
demonstration, said she had been 
refused a legal, therapeutic 
abortion and was being “exploited” 
by a situation she couldn't control.
“To send me around with a petition 
is just not the answer,” she said.
Mrs. MacInnes invited the

group into a committee room in 
the parliament dbuldings.
Just before the meeting started 
the abortionist group threatened 
to throw out some Alliance for Life 
members.
But it was decided they could stay 
because’ “they are women.”
The meeting indicated the women 
want immediate action. A 
telegram was sent to Health 
Minister Munro telling him it is 
urgent he return from a World 
Health Organization meeting in 
Geneva by Monday.
If no government’ action comes 
by Monday, organizers say the 
march on the PM’s residence is 
only a sign of things to come. 
One organizer said: “We will 
declare ‘war “on the Canadian 
government.” 



Abortion backers dump
coffin at PM’s door

By STAN McDOWELL 
Star staff writer 
OTTAWA—Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau was burned in effigy, 
called a murderer and had a 
coffin planted on his doorstep 
Saturday in a chain of 
demonstrations linking 
supporters of free abortion with 
opponents of the Viet Nam war 
and a handful of Quebec 
separatists.
The black coffin left on the 
doorstep of the prime minister’s 
house at 24 Sussex Drive had 
been carted across the country 
in an Abortion Caravan 
organized by the Vancouver 
Women’s Liberation movement.
It represented Canadian women 
who die at the hands of back 
alley abortionists after being 
refused legal operations to end 
unwanted pregnancy.
Women's Liberation leaders 
marched to the Trudeau 
residence after an afternoon 
demonstration attended by some 
400 people on Parliament Hill.
In the evening many of them 
returned to join members of the 
Viet Nam Mobilization 
Committee and the ultra-left 
Students For A Democratic 
Society for a Viet Nam 
demonstration at the National 
War Memorial at which Trudeau 
and President Richard Nixon 
were burned in effigy.
At both demonstrations there 
were chants, in French, of 
““Trudeau Assassin’ (Trudeau a 
murderer).

and picket signs calling for 
‘liberated women in a free 
Quebec.”
Despite a small counter: 
demonstration on Parliament. 
Hill by anti-abortion Alliance 
For Life, and a few objectors 
among the 150 demonstrators 
at the War Memorial when 
Trudeau was burned in effigy, 
there was no violence. 
The only police intervention 
came when RCMP asked 
demonstrators to move the 
effigies a few feet away from 
wreaths that had been placed 
at the War Memorial on the 
25th anniversary of V-E Day 
Friday, ‘so you won't burn the 
flowers,’
At the Parliament Hill 
demonstrations, attended 
mainly by young members of 
the Women's Liberation 
Movement, including two 
busloads from Toronto, Dawn 
Carrell of the Vancouver WLM 
complained that Health Minister 
John Munro had. gone to a 
world health conference in 
Geneva instead of staying in 
Ottawa to meet the Abortion 
Caravan
Ms
‘He cares more about the 
health of the women of the 
world than he does about the 
health of Canadian women,’’ 
she charged.
After the public demonstration 
the women moved it to the 
railway committee room in the 
Parliament Hill centre block, 
made available for them by the 
government. 

But finding no government 
spokesman there to
meet them, the leaders and a 
militant minority among their 
supporters. decided to take their 
symbolic coffin to Trudeau's 
doorstep.
In Trudeau’s absence, making 
last-minute preparations for his 
Pacific tour which began 
yesterday, they were met by the 
Prime Minister’s appointments 
secretary, Gordon Gibson.
But any hope of dialogue 
collapsed when Gibson 
addressed one of the women as 
“Miss,” a title which, like ‘‘Mrs.’  
Women’s Liberation militants 
reject.
He was shouted: down in spite 
of his explanationthat he was 
only saying ‘‘what ‘my mother 
always taught me.’’ 



Ottawa Demonstration
Abortion law - protesters take coffin to PM’s home

By MAGGIE SIGGINS 
Telegram Staff Reporter
 OTTAWA — A casket topped with 
Instruments of illegal abortion — 
coat hangers, a bottle of Lysol 
and a wreath — was placed on 
the doorstep of Prime Minister 
Trudeau's residence Saturday as 
part of a protest against Canadian 
abortion laws.
About 650 women and 50 men 
from across Canada, carrying 
signs which read The State Does 
Not Belong In The Uterus Of The 
Nation and We Are Furious 
Females, paraded on Parliament 
Hill to ask abortion be dropped 
from the Criminal Code.
It was likely the biggest 
demonStration staged for and by 
women ever held in Ottawa.
The protesters were given 
permission, seldom granted 
before, to use a pariiamentary 
committee room to hold a rally.
However, no official Liberal 
spokesman was present to meet 
with the women, although all had 
been sent to every Liberal MP, as 
well as the Prime. Minister.
Health Minister John Munro and 
Justice Minister John Turner.“

Go home; Turner
Mr. Munro, who was attending”a 
World Health Organization 
conference was greeted in Vienna 
by about 50 Austrian ‘ members 
saying “turner go home to our 
responsibility.”
Yesterday at w

Myrna Wood, of Toronto, said the 
campaign will consist of applying 
pressure on hospitals and doctors to 
perform abortions.
She said great numbers of pregnant 
women will demand that they present 
their own case before a hospital 
committee which grants abortions. 
Presently, only family doctors present 
a woman’s case to the committees.
After an emotional and heated rally 
during which several women 
described their experience at the 
hands of illegal abortionists and their 
unsuccessful attempts to obtain legal 
abortions, the Ottawa protesters voted 
to march on Mr. Trudeau’s residence.

Broke barrier 
Although a permit had not been 
granted, about 300 marched through 
downtown Ottawa with a police escort 
to the Prime Minister’s home.. Only 
four RCMPs, however, were on hand 
to greet the marchers, The’ protesters 
quickly broke through a barrier which 
the officers formed.
The protesters rushed to the Prime 
Minister’s house, but they were 
stopped practically on his doorstep by 
about 15 RCMP and Ottawa 
policemen.
An RCMP officer said this is the first 
time a group has managed to get on 
to the Prime Minister's grounds 
although many have tried. He 
admitted that the strength of ‘the 
women had been underestimated. 
The women, singing feminists protest 
songs, then staged an hour-long sit-in 
on the Prime Ministers’ front lawn, 
during which time two police officers

Obscene 
The aide, however, began his plea 
with “‘Ladies,” apparently a terrible 
insult in feminists terms, and he was 
told in obscene terms to leave.
After the women were allowed to 
deposit the coffin on Mr. Trudeau's 
doorstep, they left to consider further 
action.
As well as the repeal of abortion laws, 
the women want community-
controlled birth control clinics to 
provide free birth control, abortion on 
demand and pre- and post-natal care.
Dr. Henry Morgentaler, a member of 
the Montreal Humanist Fellowship, an 
organization which has long 
advocated abortion on demand, said 
at the rally only one out 1,000 women 
who want legal abortions is granted it 
under the present jaws, which, he 
said, are “absolutely ineffective.”
A woman must have the consent of 
two psychiatrists and her family doctor 
before she can appear before a three-
man hospital board to obtain a legal 
abortion.
Dr. Morgentaler pointed out that only 
50 per cent of hospitals in Canada 
have boards to consider abortion. He 
said it is unfair to turn doctors into 
judges.
“I consider it is the right to every 
woman to be able to have a safe 
abortion, and she should be able to 
have it with dignity. and not 
humiliated.

Prediction
Dr. Morgentaler predicted that Canadian 
women will flock to New York State after 
July 1 when a bill allowing abortion on 
demand goes into effect there. 
MP Grace MacInnis (NDP., Vatcouver-
Kingsway), who has attempted to get an 
abortion-on-demand bill on the 
Parliamentary agenda for sometime, 
also addressed the group.
She suggested that the women take up 
petitions to send to the 

Several women on welfare, including Doris 
Powers, of Toronto’s Just Society, 
emphasized the need for free abortion for 
poor women.  The Ottawa march climaxed 
the abortion caravan which has traveled 
across Canada distributing pamphlets and 
drawing public attention to the issue.
The protesters, including two bus loads of 
Toronto women and men, drew from many 
groups. The women’s Liberation Movement 
in cities across Canada was the main 
organizer, but members of Voice of 
Women, New Feminists and the 
Association for the Modernization of 
Abortion Laws also participated.  Most of 
the protesters slept 
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Coffin carried to protest abortion deaths
By SUSAN JANZ 
“Who killed this woman? How 
come she had to die? And 
what’s the reason why?” 
This refrain was chanted by 
members of the Women’s 
Liberation Movement during 
their Mother’s Day 
demonstration.
The protest started at 2 p.m. 
Saturday with a march from City 
Hall to Memorial Park. The 
procession was headed by 
seven girls dressed in long 
robes with their faces pain white 
to symbolize death. Six carried a 
black coffin to commemorate the 
death of 2,000 Canadian women 
each year from illegal abortion. 
They also carried knitting 
needles, the symbol of one 
method of carrying out abortion.
At Memorial Park, the group 
held a dramatic reading

a poem called ‘Who killed This 
Woman’’. Written by a member of 
the Women's Liberation 
Movement, the five verses were 
addressed to: the quack, the 
medical men, the school; 
administration, the Church and the 
state.
Doreen Plowman, a representative 
from the Congress of Canadian 
Women, addressed the crowd and 
said in part: . “As women won the 
right to vote — they’ll win the right 
to abort."" A second speaker, 
Helen Nelson, spoke on behalf of 
the Woman’s Liberation 
Movement. She stated that 
members of the movement had 
taken an abortion cavalcade to 
Ottawa to present a brief to Prime 
Minister Trudeau, Justice Turner 
and Health Minister Munro.’ The 
brief demanded that the abor-

tion laws be repealed; that those 
prosecuted under the laws be 
given amnesty; that the 
government provide access to 
free birth control for all women; 
and that community clinics for 
birth control and abortion be set 
up, . Miss Nelson went on to say 
that women die every year in 
Canada from illegal abortion and 
“the government of Canada kill
these women by their unjust 
laws.’ She claimed that the 
government and businessmen 
are at fault. because women are 
not taken seriously. She ended 
her speech by saying, “We are 
angry women... we want the 
abortion laws changed now!”
The women then carried the 
coffin over to the legislative 
building and placed it in the front 
hall. They later removed

it. They spoke with Education 
Minister Saul Miller and discussed 
with him the lack of sex education 
in schools. Mr. Miller informed 
them that there were no facilities 
in Manitoba for training teachers 
to give sex education.
A Women’s Liberation member 
estimated that the marchers 
numbered around 100. There 
were several youths marching with 
the women. All carried placards 
and banners with legends such as 
.“‘Abortion is our right,” ‘‘Save our 
sisters’’ and “Doctors Not 
Butchers.”
One youth in the crowd stated that 
he was marching because he felt 
that women should have control 
over their own bodies. He went on 
to comment personally am 
concerned with the woman’s role 
in society. Capitalism is

an exploitative system, but it 
exploits women doubly.  Society 
as a whole must change.”
An elderly woman marching said 
she was not associated with 
Women’s Liberation, but had 
come down on her own “because 
the laws are unfair to everyone.”’ 
She went en to say, “I came to 
help my daughters.” Commenting 
further, she said she found the 
deaths of women from illegal 
abortion, ‘‘very, very sad.’ ‘In an 
interview later, members of the 
Women’s Liberation Movement 
were asked if they considered the 
demonstration a success. They 
said it was a success in terms of 
public exposure, and in a sense 
that women outside the 
movement were shown the 
government does not take 
women seriously.



List for PMBrief outlines feminists demands

Two other legislative changes 
urged are government 
provision of access to “free and 
safe birth control for for all 
women” and the setting up of 
“women’s community-
controlled clinics to provide 
free birth control, abortion on 
demand, and  pre-natal and 
post-natal care under federal-
provincial financing.
Other demands in the brief 
include removal of “hospital 
committees currently 
authorized to decide whether 
or not a legal abortion can be 
performed, free access to birth 
control for all women from 
puberty, rights “to maternity 
leave’ with pay, job security 
during childbirth, equal pay, 
low-cost housing for mothers 
alone with children and child 
care facilities at places of 
employment, ~~.
Investigation into the has

ards of the Pill and other birth 
control methods is listed among 
the demands, along with 
enforced enclosure listing Pill 
hazards on all packages sold, 
food and drug directorate 
research into new, safe 
methods of birth control for both 
men and women and into 
abortion procedures.
According to the brief, 19 out of 
20 women who want abortions 
are refused by their doctors 
before getting as far as a 
hospital committee. The brief 
estimates that one or two 
abortions in 100 are legal. 
Further, the belief states that 
one of every four Canadian 
woman has an abortion 
sometime in her life.
The death rate is 1,000 to 2,000 
per year from illegal abortions, 
says the brief, with 20,000 to 
40,000 women landing in 
hospitals with ‘complications.

Ladies talking tough to make 
their points 

As demonstrations become less 
and less of a rarity, written slogans 
and biting comments become 
more and more of a specialty. 
Among signs and remarks at 
Saturday’s abortion 
demonstration: 
“This ‘uterus is not government 
property.” A sign worn about the 
waists of numerous marchers, 
including a toddler barely old 
enough to speak. 
‘The ‘state should not become the 
owner of a pregnant uterus,”, said 
by Dr.
Henry Morgentaler.
“It’s not very nice of you to call 
policemen pigs,” said by Gordon 
Gibson to demonstrators on 
grounds of prime. minister’s 
residence.
“Trudeau said.the government has 
no business in the bedrooms of 
the nation, but they’re sure ready. 
to catch you when you come out.” 

"Who are the real bastards?” 
said by a pregnant woman 
regarding  officialdom’s 
discrimination against unwed 
mothers. .
“The .government says it has 
‘no place in the bedrooms of 
the nation. Well it has no place 
in the womb of a woman 
either,” said by Grace Macinnis 
(NDP—Vancouver-Kingsway).
“If Nixon’s mother could have 
had free abortions think what 
the world would be spared.”
Get your heads: out of the 
universities and your asses 
down to the slums where the 
problems begin:” Doris Power 
in momentary outburst at 
predominantly middle-class 
supporters. .
“Up from the kitchen! Up from 
the bedroom! Up from under! 
Women unite!” A chant sung by 
demonstraters during march.

Pledge War
Against Gov t
On Abortion

Organizers of the Abortion 
Caravan Sunday  reaffirmed their 
threat to ‘declare war against the 
government, the Canadian 
Medical Association and hospitals 
across Canada if statutes on 
abortion is not removed from the 
Criminal Code by 3 p.m, today.
Myrna Wood, of Toronto, said at a 
news conference, the government 
did not even have enough interest 
to listen to the more than 300 
demonstrators who met inside a 
committee room in the parliament 
buildings and before the prime 
minister’s private house Saturday.
Asked what tactics the anti-
abortion law group would say only 
it was going to work to fill 
hospitals across Canada with 
women who need and want 
abortions.
Nancy Peterson of Toronto, said 
the supporters of Abortion 
cavalcade which arrived here 
Saturday hopes to show the 
government how many Canadian
women. really want abortions. 



Free-Abortionists 
Bring House To Halt

Gallery Uproar Jolts Commons 
By BEN TIERNEY and PETER CALAMAI
The Herald’s Ottawa Bureau, copyright 1970

OTTAWA — Shouting and chanting from every part of 
the public galleries, about 100 women forced 
adjournment of the House of Commons sitting today.
The women were demonstrating in favor of free 
abortions and it was clearly a well-organized protest. 
They rose in various parts of the spectators’ gallery of 
the Commons to shout in favor of unrestricted 
abortions for women.
It is the first time since 1967 that the House of 
Commons has been adjourned because of a 
demonstration

Then, there was a bomb explosion in a 
washroom near the Commons 
chamber which resulted in the death of 
one man.
The women rose at first one at a time 
and were physically carried from the 
galleries by Commons guards, but 
eventually they rose in unison to chant 
“free abortions on demand.” In 
response, the Commons Speaker at 
first ordered the demonstrators be 
removed and when that proved 
impossible, that all public galleries be 
cleared of_all spectators. 
When that also proved impossible the 
Speaker adjourned the House.

STARTED
The demonstration began shortly 
before 3 p.m. EDT (noon MST) just as 
the Commons question period was 
coming to an end.
Earlier in the question period Andrew 
Brewin of the NDP had asked the 
government if it intended to make 
many changes to the federal laws 
governing abortion in the near future.
Justice Minister John Turner told Mr. 
Brewing that the government was 
involved in a continuous review of 
statistics in an attempt to determine 
how

effective changes in the law governing 
abortion had been.
No injuries were reported as a result of the 
scuffles between Commons guards and 
demonstrators although the exchanges were 
at time violent.
While still being carried from the galleries the 
women continued to shout at MPs on the 
Commons floor below and guards were seen 
to gag the women with their hands.
As Commons security officers hauled some of 
the female protestors from the members’ 
galleries one protestor said she represented 
the Women’s Liberation Movement.
At least three of the protesters were 
handcuffed to their seats in the opposition 
gallery and it took 15 minutes before security 
officers freed them and pushed them from the 
chamber.
Twenty minutes after the demonstration 
began security officers cleared all the gallery 
doors and locked the entrances to the 
Commons.
The last few demonstrators set up a chant of 
“Trudeau assassins Trudeau assassin.”
“Trudeau is responsible for the deaths of 
2,000 women a year”, said one demonstrator 
who like most was in her mid-twenties.  
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MPs study ways

to curb disruptions
BY BRIAN McKENNA
The Star’s Ottawa Bureau

OTTAWA — In the wake of an historic disruption of Parliament by the Women’s Liberation 
Movement, shaken party leaders are today considering far ranging measures to prevent similar 
outbreaks by

pther militant protest groups.
Some 35 impassioned women — 
chanting “free abortion on request -  
stunned the House of Commons with a 
spectacular demonstration yesterday and 
eventually forced it to adjourn.
Justice Minister John Turner said he will 
not reconsider liberalizing the abortion 
laws as a result of the incident.
The possibility of laying criminal charges 
against some of the women Is being 
studied — but is unlikely as there 
appears to be nothing in the law to cover 
their action.
However, the government today Is 
believed to be on the verge of introducing 
an amendment to the criminal code that 
would make it a crime for spectators to 
disrupt the House of Commons.
MPs from all parties are alarmed that 
yesterday’s fireworks may catch on like 
aircraft hijackings, with other movements 
following swiftly on ‘the heels of the 
women’s demonstration.
Veteran parliamentary observers said 
that it was the first time in history that the 
Canadian Parliament has been forced to 
adjourn as the result of such an incident.
At the height of the demonstration a 
water bomb was thrown into the 
chamber. It landed in front of a startled 
MP but failed to burst.
Although security guards were quick to 
move in when the speeches and chants 
began, at least a dozen of the women 
had chained themselves to their seats in 
the galleries.

chains.  At least one officer, who tried to 
clap his hand over the mouth of a protester, 
was bitten in return.
The demonstration caught the Commons 
— and its security — completely by 
surprise.
It broke in the middle of a plodding 
question period.
A woman in the top row of the visitors 
gallery suddenly stood up and began a 
speech demanding a repeal of the present 
abortion law.
As security guards made a beeline for her, 
another feminist popped up on the other 
side of the gallery with a similar speech.
From there it snowballed with feminists 
bolting to their feet in all sections of the 
galleries faster than security officers could 
quiet them.
After the initial surprise some MPs reacted 
with loud laughter, others with desk 
thumping, but when a feminist screamed 
down that the women were dead serious 
and the issue wasn’t a laughing matter the 
reaction turned to anger.
In the face of a rising chant ‘‘free abortion 
on request” from the feminists who had 
chained themselves to the solid wooden 
arms of their seats, the speaker gave up an 
attempt to continue and called for the 
House temporarily to adjourn.
Guards rushed into the galleries with wire 
cutters and hack saws. to cut the women 
loose.
During the uproar inside by the

estimated 35 feminists. another 89 were 
staging a colorful demonstration on the 
steps at the top of Parliament Hill.
Cloaked in black with red head bands 
covering their hair, the women marched 
slowly around a black coffin symbolic of the 
women who have died as a result of illegal 
abortions. .
Most of the protesters inside were 
‘forcefully dragged down long corridors and 
ejected through a side entrance. Four were 
detained for about half an hour and were 
photographed and questioned.
Spokesmen for the militant feminists said 
they would not have resorted {o the 
demonstration if a government minister had 
met with them as promised on Saturday.
“Few people seem to realize that women 
are being butchered by quack abortionists 
and are dying because of the present law,’’ 
said Lynn Gibson of Winnipeg moments 
alter she was heaved out the side door of 
the Parliament buildings.

Missed minister
Last year slight liberalization of the abortion 
law, she said, was totally useless.
As it stands now the law stipulates that an 
abortion can only be performed if a 
woman's physical or mental health is 
endangered. A woman seeking an abortion 
must persuade a doctor to present her 
case before a hospital committee.
The feminists argue that-the law is so 
encumbered with stumbling blocks that 
most women seeking relief are frustrated to 
the point where they stumble back into the 
hands of the quacks.
‘The. law also discriminates against the 
poor, few. of whom could ever find 
(over)



Women halt House session

a doctor to argue their case before a 
hospital abortion committee.
“The government controls our bodies, We 
want to regain that control.” 
Last Saturday 400 members of the 
movement from a dozen cities across the 
nation marched peacefully on Parliament 
Hill, decrying the present laws. When no 
government minister came out to meet 
them, they headed for the’ prime minister's 
residence, but he refused to come out.
The feminists said that Health Minister 
Munro pledged six weeks ago in 
Vancouver that he would meet with the 
movement when it came to Ottawa, but Mr. 
Munro was out of the country attending a 
health ministers’ conference over the 
weekend.
Justice Minister Turner, who piloted last 
year’s change in the abortion law, said that 
the women never made a request to meet 
with a minister. “They just issued 
ultimatums.”” Anyway, he told reporters, 
‘even if we had met with them; they would 
still have carried through’ what they did 
today.”
Sources inside the movement say the 
contrary is true. “We didn’t plan this action 
until Sunday. We were really frustrated. 
We had to wake them up and get the 
message through.”
Although qualified support for their 
demonstration came from at least two 
NDP members of Parliament, the vast 
majority of government and Oppose

tion MPs were infuriated.
‘I think these ladies don't understand the 
democratic process,’” said Mr. Turner. “I 
don’t think that this would be the way to 
convince Canadian public opinion as to 
the legitimacy or lack of legitimacy, of 
their cause.” 
Lome Nystrom, at 24 the youngest 
member in the Commons, sajd: “I 
wouldn't have done it myself — but I can 
understand their frustrations.” The NDP 
member thought “the action could be 
justified if they had exhausted all the 
other channels of. pro“ 
But if it did nothing else, it sure as hell 
shook up some of the old MPs. At least 
they'll start thinking about the issue 
now.”
When leaders of the various parties 
meet with Commons speaker Lucien 
Lamoureux today, a proposal to Install & 
plexiglass screen around the chamber 
will be at the top of the agenda.
The screen would serve the double 
purpose of shutting out all noise from 
the public galleries as well as preventing 
any missile thrown from the galleries 
from landing the House chamber.
Although the possibility of restricting 
admittance to the galleries is discussed 
after every untoward incident in the 
Parliament buildings, party leaders and 
Commons security forces have been 
unable to come up with an acceptable 
formula.
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Justice Minister Turner turned off by “abortion girls”
South News Services

Justice Minister Turner visibly angered ivy the demonstration that forced 
adjournment of the Commons Monday, says he does not expect further changes 
in Canada’ abortion laws during this Parliament.
Mr. TUrner said the Commons had spent 65-80 days on the changes made to the 
Criminal Code during the last session.
“I don’t think it (abortion) will be reviewed again by this Parliament”.
Normally a good-humoured minister, Mr. Turner was annoyed at the way the 
women demonstrators had forced Speaker Lucien Lamoureux to adjourn the 
afternoon sitting of the Commons
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Pro-abortion protest...
House screams to a halt

By Greg Connolley 
Citizen staff writer  
Screaming, ranting women demonstrating for free 
abortion forced the Commons to a halt Monday, 
causing fears that similar protests could cripple the 
parliamentary system.
Chaining themselves to chairs in the galleries, the 
shouting, gesticulating women brought the 
deliberations of the all-male assembly in the 
Commons to a dead stop.
Solicitor-General MclIlraith warned that if other, 
more sinister groups take up this tactic, Parliament 
would be unable to function.
“We might be forced to close the Commons 
galleries to the public — a most regrettable action 
which I hope will never be necessary,” he declared. 
Angered when no government minster would 
receive them Saturday, the women carefully 
organized their protest plan and yesterday with the 
aid of MP’s passes, infiltrated the public and 
private galleries.
Parliamentary officials today were investigating 
mass forgery of signatures of MPs on entry cards 
used by the women to get into the Commons.

Ambrose Peddle (Newfoundland), Jack Cullen 
(Sarnia) and Gordon Ritchie (Dauphin) were 
among MPs whose names were forged. Mr. 
Cullen said it was evident that the same person 
had signed various MPs names to a number of 
cards. Some of those victimized, he said, strongly 
opposed anu easing of abortion law.
The Commons was in its question period just 
before 3 p.m., when the first feminine voice 
exclaimed: “Free abortion on demand.” When 
‘police checked this demonstrator, other women 
got up and shouted.
Speaker Lucien Lamoureux called repeatedly for 
order but the women weren’t listening. Initially, 
MPs laughed at the disorder, but later they didn’t 
find it so amusing.
Mr. McIiraith said this was the first time the 
Commons had been forced to suspend its sitting 
in such a startling and shocking manner.

Nazi-style tactics
Wallace Nesbitt (_C- Oxford) said “It was 
something like the tactics the Nazis used in the 
thirties to break the German Parliamentary 
system.”
The Speaker convened a meeting of party House 
leaders this morning to tighten security.  At the 
very least it will become more difficult to get into 

Commons galleries. “Consideration is also being 
given to glass separating the galleries from the 
Commons.
But yesterday women popped up in the galleries 
with such studied timing that the Commons 
protective staff was run ragged.
“Clear the galleries,” demanded the Speaker. But 
it wasn’t all that easy because the abortion group 
had chained their legs to gallery chairs and 
railings.
Speaker Lamoureux saw he had been defeated 
and observed: “In view of the difficulties, I suggest 
the House be adjourned…” MPs. pounded their 
desks in approval and then dispersed.
But these crusaders weren’t through yet. Donning 
black head coverings they gathered in a mock 
funeral procession with dummy coffin and 
marched in front of the Peace Tower, exclaiming in 
dramatic tones:” No more women will die….”
They finally straggled away from the Hill, evidently 
well pleased with their efforts. The coffin was 
carted away in a push-cart by a phlegmatic pip-
smoking groundskeeper.
Ironically the only woman MP, Grace MacInnis, 
who is an ardent champion of unrestricted 
abortion, was absent and left there male 
colleagues to cope uncertainly with the female 
invaders.
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Women yelling 
for abortion halt 
Commons

By GORDON PAPE 
Ottawa - Gazette - In all its long history, the House of Commons has never seen 
anything like it. 
Shouting demands for total repeal of abortion laws, dozens of members of the Women’s 
Liberation Movement yesterday three the House into turnoff and forced an 
unprecedented half hour adjournment of proceedings.
The normally staid Commons chamber was turning
OnS Nas hever seen anything like it.
=
Movement secs members of the Women’s Liberation and forced an unore
VYOINen’ yesterda
ew Tt
e House into precedented half hour adjournment of proceedings..
_- :- The normally staid Commons chamber was turp.

ed into something resembling a 
madhouse. . Security guards 
wrestled with yelling, screaming 
women, attempting to silence them, 
while Speaker Lucien Lamoureux 
called repeatedly for order and MPs 
watched in amazement.

TIED To SEATS
 In tactics reminiscent of the 
suffragette movement, some of the 
women chained themselves to 
gallery seats and bound themselves 
together with wire, making it 
impossible to evict them quickly.
The Speaker was finally forced to 
order a temporary adjournment of 
the house and to demand that all 
galleries be cleared - the first time 
within memory that the Commons 
had to suspend

The demonstration was a 
masterpiece of timing and 
organization. Members of the 
movement, who had 
demonstrated on Parliament Hill 
on Saturday for more liberal 
abortion laws, managed to 
infiltrate almost every part of the 
galleries.

Gallery Seats
 Several of the demonstrators 
also managed to obtain seats in 
the Members’ gallery and in the
Opposition gallery, where 
special passes are required for 
entrance.
At 2.45 p.m., with the House in 
the middle of the daily question 
period, a slim woman about 30 
years old rose to her feet in the 
last row of the north public 
gallery and loudly demanded the 
repeal of the abortion laws “that 
murder 2,000 of our sisters 
every year.”
Security guards rushed to 
silence her, but as they reached 
her another woman  jumped up 
in the Opposition gallery

Suddenly, they were every 
where, shouting things like “free 
abortion on demand,” “women 
are declaring war on this 
country,” “Trudeau assassin.”’
One angry girl, incensed by the 
refusal of Justice Minister Turner 
to appear at the Saturday 
demonstration, kept shouting at 
the justice minister: ‘You'll hear 
from us, Turner.”’

COULDN'T COPE 
Security guards, hampered by 
the large number of yelling 
women and the fact that some of 
them were bound to their seats, 
were unable to cope with the 
uproar, leaving the Speaker with 
no choice but to adjourn the 
House.
The galleries were immediately 
cleared, and the guards set to 
work evicting the women who 
remained, shouting speeches 
and slogans (Continued on 
Page 2)
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House shut down
(Continued from Page 1) at the 
MPs milling about on the floor of the 
House.
Several of the women charged later 
that the security officers were 
unnecessarily rough in the process.
One Vancouver girl who refused to 
give her name told reporters: ‘‘They 
gagged us. They lifted my sister 
beside

me and pushed her throat 
against the wall so she was 
coughing and couldn’t breathe “
The other guy grabbed my, 
mouth very firmly and was 
holding it and trying to stick his 
hand in my mouth. He forced me 
backward over the chair so I was 
almost fainting and wouldn't let 
me sit down.
Most reporters watching the 
incident felt, however, that the 
security officers exercised 
restraint and did not resort to 
undue roughness with the 
demonstrators.
No arrests were made, although 
about half a dozen of the 
women. were detained briefly 
and then released.
Even the ‘demonstrators 
themselves were unsure how 
many people actually took part in 
the melee. One of the women: 
told reporters they had tried to 
get about 35 of their members in 
the galleries, but were unsure 
how many had made it.
Following their eviction from the 
Parliament buildings, the women 
staged a protest demonstration 
in front of the Peace Tower.
Donning red bandanas, the 
chanted ‘'No more women die’’ 
and ‘“‘Free abortion on demand’’ 
and then listened to one of their 
leaders tell them: “We will no 
longer permit irresponsible male 
legislators to use this law to 
repress us. The women of 
Canada answer with fire.”
The women, most of whom 
appeared to be in their teens or 
early twenties, were part of the 
cross-country anti-abortion 
caravan which wound up in 
Ottawa with a demonstration on 
Saturday. A large party of the 
contingent was from Montreal.
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Demand free abortions 
Angry: women halt sitting 
of Parliament

By CLYDE SANGER - 
Globe and Mail Reporter 
OTTAWA — Thirty women from 
the Cross-Canada Abortion 
Caravan, some of them chained to 
their seats, created such a 
disturbance inside the House of 
Commons yesterday that Speaker 
Lucien Lamoureux first ordered the 
galleries cleared and then 
adjourned House business for 30 
minutes.
It took security guards more than 
15 minutes to clear the chamber of 
the demonstrating women who 
want abortions made available on 
demand.
Such a disturbance is without 
precedence in Parliament, an 
official of the reference branch 
said afterward. (In May, 1966, the 
business of Commons was 
suspended for nearly an hour 
when a bomb exploded in a 
nearby washroom, killing the man 
who apparently brought it.) 
The Speaker reacted after five 
minutes of disorders in which 
women, strategically posted 
around four different galleries rose 
in their seats to shout slogans for 
free abortions. One apparently had 
connected a microphone to the 
simultaneous translation system 
connected to every rally seat, 
adding an electronic assist to the 
din her companions were creating 
with pure lung power.
Security guards seemed to be 
confused by the good organization 
of the demonstrators. As they 
turned to silence and remove one 
woman, another some distance 
away would rise to add to the 
chorus of denunciation of existing 
abortion laws that permit abortions 
only with the approval of a special 
hospital committee that reels that 
continued pregnancy is like to 
endanger a woman’s health.
The demonstration started when 
one woman rose int he gallery and 
started making a speech calling for 
a change in abortion laws. When 
the guards started to remove her 
the others raised the glamor. 
Betsy Medley of Wet Vancouver 
led the women in their chant.

One girl broke down in tears but 
the others chanted solemnly, 
then were quieted for a brief 
speech by Meadley in which they 
were told that abortion laws ‘‘kill 
2,000: of our. sisters each year”: ‘
The legislators made this 
murderous law,” Mrs. Meadley 
said. ‘They won't listen to us. We 
are forced to declare war, 
Women are enslaved.”"
 She said they would fight 
government and the medical 
profession until abortion laws are 
repealed. Removal of chains 
from about 10 of the Women was 
a slow process for the nonplused 
guards. The women had used 
choker chains, wire or bicycle 
padlocks and chains around their 
ankles, and guards had to obtain 
cutters to snip them loose.
One ‘woman screamed as they 
worked to free her, and said later, 
rubbing a chafed wrist, that “they 
took the chains off after nearly 
breaking our arms” Authorities 
said so legal action will be taken. 
Most of the demonstrators were 
simply escorted out of the Centre 
Block. A few were held briefly for 
questioning.
Mr. Lamoureux said in an 
interview later he would meet 
House leaders for all parties this 
morning to discuss the incident 
but refused to say whether the 
subject for consideration would 
be a change in the rules 
governing security in the 
galleries. 
He said his’ first reaction to the 
outburst had been nothing but 
surprise and that his decision to 
clear the galleries was based on 
standing orders granting him 
discretionary powers to do so.
The demonstration was not a 
criminal offence, he said, but it 
was contrary to the decorum of 
the House.

whether the report would made 
public. 
The demonstration was planned 
after the Abortion - Caravan arrived 
in Ottawa at the end of its journey 
from Vancouver, and found that 
neither Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau nor the ministers most 
involved—Health Minister John 
Munro and Justice Minister John 
Turner—could or would meet them 
on Saturday. 
On Saturday 450 supporters of 
abortion law reform held a protest 
meeting on Parliament Hill. 
Afterward about 150 of them went a 
mile farther to demonstrate outside 
the Prime Minister’s.house on 
Sussex Drive. Yesterday about 70 
joined in the protests, either inside 
or outside the House of Commons.
After the 30 who demonstrated 
inside the Commons had been 
dragged out, they joined others who 
had failed to get into the House and 
marched around a black-draped 
coffin chanting, “no more women 
will die.”
By then each had on her head a red 
scarf in the style of women of the 
French Revolution.  One explained 
it was symbolic of having “declared 
war on Parliament.”
A Vancouver woman who refused to 
give her name led the gourd in 
burning a large parchment on which 
the words of Section 237 of the 
Criminal Code had been written.

She called this section which 
makes any woman attempting to 
obtain an abortion liable to two 
years imprisonment and any 
person engaged in carrying out 
an abortion liable to life 
imprisonment, an archaic and 
cruel law.
They were burning the 
parchment, she said, “because 
we no longer recognize laws that 
destroy rather than protect lives.” 
She added: “Women of Canada 
answer with fire the blood of their 
sisters.”
The Abortion Caravan’s brief, 
published Saturday, said 
between 1,000 and 2,000 
Canadian women de each year 
from illegal abortions, while as 
many as 40,000 women enter 
hospital with complications from 
illegal abortions.
Their figures were challenged 
yesterday by Mr. Turner, who 
called them, “a mere guess” He 
said the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics was compiling statistics 
on “both positive and negative 
aspects” of abortion since the 
Criminal Code was amended last 
year to allow hospital abortion if 
a committee of doctors in an 
approved hospital decides the 
life or health of the mother is in 
danger.
He said it would take time to 
review such figures. “I doubt 
whether this law would be 
reviewed in this Parliament.”

His prediction, that women could 
expect no further abortion reform 
before the next election, was 
made to reporters after the 
House business was suspended. 
During a question period, he 
answered a question from 
Andrew Brewm (NDP, 
Greenwood) by simply saying 
the Government was ‘'reviewing 
Statistics on a continuing basis.” 
Mr. Brewin had quoted the DBS 
figures, released on Friday, that 
hospitals in six provinces had 
carried out 235 therapeutic 
abortions during the first three 
months of 1970, and asked 
whether the Government 
intended to find remedies for 
what must remain a large 
number of ‘back-alley abortions.’’
(The six provinces are Nova 
Scotia, Prince Edward Island, 
New Brunswick, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta and British Columbia. 
The DBS figure was not broken 
down by provinces. )
Asked whether the 
demonstration bad occurred 
because he refused to meet the 
caravan leaders on Saturday, Mr. 
Turner said curtly: ‘I doubt that. 
It’s more likely that these young 
women don’t understand the 
democratic process.’
He said the group had made no 
request for a meeting, but had 
simply sent a series of 
ultimatums and had made “no 
attempt to find a mutually 
convenient time.’

While the Criminal Code 
amendments were under review 
last year, Mr. Turner said, he saw 
“over 100 groups, some for and 
others against a wider abortion 
law. I have always had a policy to 
keep my office door open.”’ 
But he would not submit to 
“ultimatum or public blackmail. 
These ladies demonstrate a lack 
of patience that makes dialogue 
virtually impossible.””
Mr. Turner said his reaction to the 
demonstration in the Commons 
was of surprise and dismay that 
these young women understand 
the democratic process so little. I 
would not think this would be the 
way to convince the Canadian 
public of the legitimacy of their 
cause.”’
Acting Prime Minister Mitchell 
Sharp also told reporters he 
thought the demonstrators had 
‘‘set their cause back. To interrupt 
the House from the galleries and 
chain themselves to their seats is 
the kind of action taken, not by 
people who are serious. but by 
people who must feel they 
cannot convince people of the 
urgency of their cause,”’ ‘
Mr. Sharp began with the 
complaint that the demonstration 
was hardly fair lo himself on his 
first day as acting Prime Minister. 
(He was also celebrating his 
birthday. He was 59 yesterday.) 
He said he had been in To

ministers had been in their home 
constituencies and unable to meet 
the Caravan organizers.
Yesterday the women’s anger 
seemed strongest against Mr. 
Turner. While Mr. Trudeau had spent 
Saturday preparing for his departure 
on his Pacific tour and. Mr. Munro 
was at a World Health Organization 
meeting in Geneva, Mr. Turner was 
in Ottawa dealing with normal 
engagements. The women had also 
heard him given an answer to Mr. 
Brewin’s question which they 
considered evasive.
One of the demonstrators removed 
from the Commons, Marcy, Cohen of 
Vancouver, said Mr. Turner 
apparently expected them to wait 
two years for the statistics. “They 
would not accept such delays. We 
will not stand for women to die or be 
mutilated. We did it (the 
demonstration) to show we‘ declare 
war.”
 Miss Cohen said the abortion 
reform groups—she belonged to the 
Women’s Caucus, a Vancouver 
affiliate of the Women’s Liberation 
Movement—had written to every MP 
about the caravan’s plans and brief. 
They had received only a dozen 
replies, and 10 of these had come 
from New Democrats.
It is clear, however; that at least one 
Liberal MP helped the demonstrators 
gain access to the Commons 
galleries, without knowing their 
purpose. At least two of the women 
who chained themselves to their 
seats, had taken places in the 
Government’ members’ gallery. 
Admission to it is gained only by a 
card issued from a Liberal MP's 
office.
Asked whether: his office had issued 
any cards yesterday, Mr. Turner said 
he didn't know. House Leader 
Donald S. Macdonald checked his 
own office later and found his staff 
had issued none. 
The first interruption came from the 
back of the public gallery at 2:45 
p.m.
Mr. Brewin’s question had been 
asked 20 minutes earlier. Mr. Brewin 
said afterward he had no idea the 
demonstration was planned, but 
added: “They have a sound and 
urgent case. I respect them for 
felling strongly about it”

(over)



The official Hansar account of the 
incident reads: “Editor’s note: At 
this point there was an 
interruption from the public gallery 
developing into a series of 
interruptions which continued until 
the adjournment of the House.” 
Hansard records the speaker 
calling for order and asking 
Robert Simpson (PC, Churchill) to 
continue, and George Hees (PC, 
Prince Edward-Hastings) 
intervening with the comment: “I 
am all for her.”
The Hansard account gives no 
record of the phrases shouted by 
the women. But the most 
frequently used were “Free 
abortion on demand” and “We 
demand free abortion.” They also 
shouted: “We want control of our 
bodies,’’ “no more women will die” 
and “they have killed 2,000 of our 
sisters.”
As soon as the first demonstrator 
was grabbed from the public 
gallery and hustled to the door, 
another stood up in the 
Opposition gallery (above and 
behind Mr. Turner) to add her 
voice.  As guards tackled her, 
others stood up in the 
Government and ladies’ galleries. 
One guard said. “They were: 
popping up all over the place.” 
One woman shouted, as she was 
pulled out of the Government 
gallery: “You may be putting us 
out, of the gallery, but you haven’t 
seen the last of us yet. We are 
solid and we have the women of 
the country behind us.” 
Another who chained her ankle to 
a seat, said a guard “nearly 
strangled’ her in attempting first to 
silence and then removed her.
Some security guards did clap 
hands over the women’s mouths, 
reaching them from behind the 
seats and pulling them backward. 
In other cases it seemed the 
guards hesitated to use any force, 
and were puzzled about what to 
do against this well-organized 
militancy.
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Protesters Force House To 
Adjourn
Women Carry ‘Abortion War’ 
Into Commons Galleries 
By VICTOR MACKIE 
OTTAWA (Staff) — Complete 
disorder and pandemonium 
took over in the Commons 
Monday as 31 young women 
rose one after another in the 
public and members’ galleries 
and screamed at startled MPs 
“free abortions on demand.”

It was chaos and confusion of the street demonstrations moved into the 
galleries of the House of Commons.
A harassed and frustrated protective staff found it impossible to cope 
with the well-planned and co-ordinated moves to disrupt the 
proceedings of Parliament.  They attempted to forcibly remove the 
women but found many of them were handcuffed or chained to their 
chairs. The House was forced to adjourn.
Bedlam broke loose at 2:45 p.m. For five frantic, desperate minutes the 
guards struggled with the squirming, shouting and screaming women 
before Mr. Speak Lucien Lamoureux who had frequently called for 
“order, order” recognized the difficulties the protective staff were having 

Bud Simpson (PC-Churchill) was asking a 
questions on the floor of the chair when 
suddenly the proceeding were disrupted by a 
high-pitched female voice chanting, “Free 
abortions on demand” Another, levelling her 
scorn at Justice Minister John Turner 
because he had not received their delegation 
Saturday, screamed “You’ll hear from us, 
Turner.”
The handsome justice minister looked up 
shocked and surprised at the galleries.
Members of the protective staff quickly 
moved in on the two women. They were 
located in the public gallery behind the press 
gallery. They tried to quieten them and 
pleaded with them to leave the chamber.  
The women refused.  As they were being 
forcibly ejected another woman in the gallery 
at the opposite end began shouting.

Protective staff officers moved in on 
that woman protester, when another 
two in the galleries on both sides of the 
House took up the chant for better 
abortion legislation. The officers were 
outnumbered and could not cope with 
the large group of women who began 
popping up al] over the galleries, 
adding to the general din and 
commotion.
Mr. Speaker ordered the public 
galleries cleared. “But the protective 
staff found that easier said than done. 
They had to send for heavy wire cutters 
to remove the handcuffs and chains 
that clamped many of the women to the 
seats.
Later, outside the Parliament Buildings, 
the women, who had been escorted out 
of the House of Commons, were joined 
by others. They held a rally on the 
steps of the Parliament Buildings under 
the Peace Tower, conducting a ‘‘mock 
funeral’’. and burned a facsimile of the 
Criminal Code.
Genevieve Tweed of Saskatoon, her 
voice shaking with emotion, addressed 
the group, “We are forced to declare 
war.  All Canadian women are 
enslaved, ‘We will no longer permit 
legislators to control our bodies.’ 
Spokesmen for the group of about 100 
women said they had decided to move 
in and disrupt the proceedings in 
Parliament when they failed to get any 
sort of a reception from the 
government.  They had travelled from 
as far away as Vancouver on the west 
coast and Halifax on east coast.  
Women from Calgary Winnipeg and 
other major cities, including Toronto 
and Montreal, had joined them to 
march in protest on Parliament Hill 
Saturday.
They had been informed by Prime 
Minister Trudeau’s office they should 
meet with Justice Minster Turner 
because the prime minister was too 
busy to see them.  
Mr. Turner had not seen them, the said. 
He explained they “demanded” he 
meet them and issued ultimatums.  He 
said there had been no formal request 
for a meeting.

After the galleries were finally 
cleared the House went back into 
session at 3:18 p.m. Only the 
press were admitted to their 
gallery. The other galleries were 
locked.
Few MPs were in the chamber. 
Most were outside discussing the 
incident, one of the best organized 
ever to disrupt Parliament.
Even when the militant farmers 
marched on Ottawa they did not 
succeed in forcing Parliament to 
adjourn. The women by 
strategically posting groups 
women in all lobbies and sending 
them into action simultaneously 
overtaxed the protective staff.
The women were not arrest or 
detained. There is nothing in the 
rules of Parliament providing for 
charges to be laid against eh 
general public.
However, in 1967 and again 1968 
Real Caouette, Creditiste leader 
and a member of Parliament, 
introduced a private bill calling for 
an amendment to the Criminal 
Code. It would enable charges to 
be laid against a person or 
persons breaking the peace of 
Parliament and interfering with its 
proceedings.  The bill reached first 
reading in 1967, but did not even 
get that far in 1968. Private bills 
seldom go beyond first or second 
reading stages.
The women posted in the 
members’ galleries could only gain 
admission to those seats through 
passes issued by members of 
Parliament. Speaker Lamoureux 
said he had summoned a meeting 
of party leaders for Tuesday noon 
to discuss the incident and ways 
and means of tightening up on the 
issuing of such passes, 
MP’s reacted differently to the 
demonstration.
Some smiled and said they had to 
congratulate the young ladies on 
the effectiveness their 
organization.
“They had guts and they their point 
across,” said Andrew Brewin (NDP 
— Greenwood).
Other MP’s were dismayed. They 
said other groups would probably 
take similar steps and gain  
recognitions 

The march of women in favour of  
easier abortion laws converged on 
Ottawa over the weekend. They 
came from all across Canada. But 
they could find no cabinet minister 
to listen to their protests and 
representations.
Prime Minister Trudeau’s office 
explained he was too busy 
preparing to depart Sunday for his 
tour of the Pacific, The women 
protested that if he could find time 
on short notice for the former 
Beatle member John Lennon and 
his bride Yoko, the prime minister 
should be able to give them half 
and hour. He gave Lennon an 
hour’s audience.
Health Minister John Munro was 
not in Ottawa. He ls in Geneva at 
a World Health Organization 
meeting. When the delegation 
was referred to Justice Minister 
Turner they claimed they got a 
“curt rejection” signed by his 
executive assistant.. (Saturday 
morning ‘when the delegation was 
looking for the minister, Mr. Turner 
was playing tennis near his home 
in Rockcliffe, posh Ottawa 
suburb.)
Irate and incensed, the delegation 
marched from Parliament Hill to 
the official! residence of the prime 
minister at 24 Sussex Street. 
There they were told by Mr. 
Trudeau’s appointments secretary 
that he was not at home and that 
there was no one there to hear 
their pleas for better abortion 
laws.
Dodie Walker of Vancouver, 
Monday accused the government 
members of “‘extreme arrogance” 
and “gross irresponsibility” for 
their failure to delegate a member 
of the cabinet to meet the group of 
nearly 400 women..
The only MPs to show up over the 
weekend and talk to the ladies 
were New Democrats David 
Lewis, Grace MacInnis and Lorne 
Nystrom, along with Progressive 
Conservative House leader 
Gerald Baldwin. Miss Walker told 
reporters the women had been 
trying since March 19 to get a 
hear the cabinet. 
Outside the House, Mr. Brewin

sald or the women. °' I think 
they’ve got a lot of guts and 
gumption. If they have a good case 
they have got to find some way to 
bring it to the attention of the public 
and members of parliament. This 
they have now done.
“Perhaps the way they did it was a 
bit dubious. But remember their 
grandmothers had to do the same 
thing, fighting for women’s rights. 
They were pushed and shoved 
around in the suffragette 
movement but they finally made 
their point” Harold Winch (NDP —~ 
Vancouver East) said, “this is the 
worst disturbance I’ve seen around 
here in my 17 years.” 
Gordon Blair (L — Grenville 
Carieton) shook his head in sorrow. 
He said he was afraid “the MPs 
can expect more and more of 
these sort of demonstrations in the 
future.”’
Solicitor-general, George McIlraith, 
the senior cabinet minister in 
charge of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, Canada’s top 
security office, was frankly 
“alarmed”.   He said he was 
“deeply disturbed”’ by the 
implications of the demonstration/
Parliament had been overwhelmed 
by the screaming tumult, MPs sat 
in shocked silence. Never had they 
experienced anything like this 
before in the Commons.
‘‘Where does this sort of thing end? 
asked Mr. McIlraith when 
questioned by reporters. “How do 
you keep Parliament and open 
forum free of violent minority 
pressure groups and its galleries 
available to public.”?
Carried to the ultimate extreme it 
could force Parliament to bar its 
doors to the general public he 
pointed out. He hoped reaction 
would demonstrate that the 
Canadian public would not stand 
still "for this wild nonsense.



MP’s charge signatures forged 
By BRIAN McKENNA 
The Star’s Ottawa Bureau 
OTTAWA — Some members of the 
Women's Liberation Movement forged 
signatures to get themselves into the 
House of Commons galleries yesterday 
to stage their spectacular abortion 
demonstration.
At least one MP whose name was forged, 
Conservative MP Ambrose Peddle, said 
he has asked the RCMP to fully 
investigate the matter and lay charges if 
there is clear proof.
But one Liberal backbencher, who claims 
his name was also forged, warned 
against ‘‘overreacting”’.
He said the feminists have had much 
more publicity than their cause deserves, 
and that the matter should be taken no 
further.
House Speaker Lucien Lamoureux today 
urged the House to study with all possible 
haste precautions that could be taken to 
prevent further disruptions like yesterday.
At a secret meeting today, the Speaker, 
who is in charge of security for the House 
of Commons, met House leaders from all 
parties to discuss: 
— The possibility of installing a plexi-
glass shield to protect the Commons from 
thrown objects and disruptive noise. 
— The possibility of introducing 
amendments to the Criminal Code that 
would make it a crime to disrupt the 
Commons. 
Later when Parliament sat today, MPs 
voted unanimously to refer the

whole security question to a 
parliamentary committee.
Justice Minister John Turner said he will 
not reconsider liberalizing the abortion 
jaws as a result of the incident.
The possibility of laying criminal charges 
against some of the women is being 
studied — but is unlikely as there 
appears to be nothing in the law to cover 
their action.
However, the government today is 
believed to be on. the verge of 
introducing an amendment to the 
Criminal Code that would make it a 
crime for spectators to disrupt the House 
of Commons.
MPs from all parties are alarmed that 
yesterday’s fireworks may catch on like 
aircraft hijackings, with other movements 
following swiftly on the heels of the 
women’s demonstration.
Veteran parliamentary observers said 
that it was the first time in history that 
the Canadian Parliament has been 
forced to adjourn as the result of such 
an incident.
At the height of the demonstration a 
water bomb was thrown into the 
chamber. It landed in front of a startled 
MP but failed to burst.
Although security guards were quick to 
move in when the  speeches and chants 
began, at least a dozen of the women 
had chained themselves to their seats in 
the galleries! 
Several of the women are nursing 
lacerated wrists after security officers 
chains. At least one officer who tried

to clap his hand over-the mouth of a 
protester, was bitten in return.
The demonstration caught the Commons 
— and its security guards — completely 
by surprise.
It broke in the middle of a plodding 
question period.
A woman in the top row of the visitors, 
gallery suddenly stood up and began a 
speech demanding a repeal of the 
present abortion law.
As security guards made a beeline for 
her, another feminist popped up on the 
other side of the gallery with a similar 
speech. 
From there it snowballed with feminists 
bolting to their feet in all sections of the 
galleries faster than security officers 
could quiet them.
After the initial surprise some MPs 
reacted with loud laughter, others with 
desk-thumping, but when a feminist 
screamed down that the women were 
dead serious and the issue wasn't a 
laughing matter the reaction turned to 
anger. 
In the face of a rising chant “‘free 
abortion on request’ from the feminists 
who had chained themselves to the solid 
wooden arms of their seats, the speaker 
gave up an attempt to continue and 
called for the House temporarily to 
adjourn.
Guards rushed into the galleries with 
wire-cutters and hacksaws to cut the 
women loose.
During the uproar Inside by the 
estimated 35 feminists, another 80 were 
staging a colorful demonstration on the 
steps at the top of Parliament
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Signatures forged in abortion 
protest, three MPs charge

By CLYDE SANGER
Globe and Mail Reporter
OTTAWA — Three MPs said 
yesterday that their signatures were 
forged on pass cards used by women 
members of the Cross-Canada -
Abortion Caravan who forced an 
adjournment of the House of 
Commons on Monday by shouting 
demands for free abortions from the 
public galleries.
Their reactions contrasted strongly as 
they rose on a point of privilege at 
yesterday's Commons session.
Ambrose Peddle (PC, Grand Falls-
White Bay-Labrador), who found his 
signature had been forged on two 
cards which helped admit four 
women, announced that he was 
asking the RCMP “to investigate the 
circumstances -under which and by 
whom my name was forged.” He told 
‘Sneaker Lucien Lamoureux: 
“Forgery is a crime.” . 
But Jack Cullen (L, Sarnia) told the 
Commons he thought “this thing has 
been blown out of proportion, and 
these women given more publicity 
than they warranted .. . I will let it go 
at that.” 
And Gordon Ritchie (PC -‘ Dauphin) 
contented himself with saying his 
name was forged on two passes. A 
fourth MP whose signature was 
forged did not speak up: he is 
apparently a Liberal member who 
was absent from Parliament 
yesterday.
Mr. Peddle carried out his intention 
and telephoned an RCP officer 
yesterday afternoon. Asked if he 
thought police could trace exactly 
which of the women handed in the 
cards forged with his signature, he 
said: “ I don’t see why not.  The 
women arrived here on two big 
buses. The police should be able to 
sort them out.” Other MPs were far 
more doubtful.
Government House Leader Donald S. 
Macdonald said outside the House he 
felt it would probably be futile for the 
committee to become involved further 
int he issue of forged passes.

“It was forgery,’’ he said, “but it 
would be difficult to determine 
who did the forging.” ‘
“A Crown prosecutor would 
have trouble making a case." 
In his opinion, he said, the 
committee should consider the 
possibility of stronger legal 
sanctions against disruptions In 
the Commons galleries.
For 300 years, he said, actions 
in Parliament have been beyond 
the normal control of the 
criminal courts. In the case of 
disturbances, the rules call on 
the sergeant-at-arms to hold the 
offenders in custody until the 
members decide what action 
should be taken.
“Probably the only reason why 
he didn’t hold them yesterday,’”’ 
Mr. Macdonald added in jest, “‘is 
that we don't have a dungeon.”
The women caused. the 
adjournment of the House for 
half an hour by standing in all 
corners of the galleries and 
chanting that abortions should 
be available to any women who 
request them. About 10 chained 
themselves to their seats. 
In the wake of the disruptions, 
the Commons yesterday agreed 
to refer the question of security 
measures in parliamentary 
galleries to a standing 
committee. This was a 
compromise move after meeting 
of Mr. Lamoureaux and House 
leaders of the different parties 
had all but agreed to hold an 
immediate Commons debate on 
the incident. 
Stanley Knowles (NDP, 
Winepeg North’Centre) arrived 
late to this lunchtime meeting 
yesterday, but just in time to 
speak against more discussion 
of the incident in the House. “I 
opposed it very strongly. It 
would have been a case of 
over-reacting,” he said.

The house leaders agreed to wait 
until some MPs who had given the 
Speaker notice they wanted to 
make statements on a point of 
privilege, had had their say in case 
they proposed some other course. 
When these three MPs did not do 
so, Government House Leader 
Donald S. Macdonald won 
unanimous consent for  the subject 
to go before  the 12-member 
standing committee on procedure 
and organization 
By chance this committee has 
already scheduled a meeting for 
today, to discuss  the subject of 
televising House business. This  
afternoon’s meeting of the 
committee, under Gordon Blair (L, 
Grenville-Carleton), will probably 
move on to this few subject of 
securily measures. 
The Speaker, in an opening 
statement yesterday called the 
incident “a source of legitimate 
concern to all Canadians who feel 
that the deliberations of Parliament 
should not be disrupted by 
organized interference.” It was, he 
added, “obviously a well planned 
operation” and it was clear the 
passes were “actually forged.”
But he set a calm tone by saying he 
was sure MPs would “want to 
consider the matter objectively and 
in the perspective of the tradition of 
free and open access by the 
Canadian public to their parliament 
the practice which has 
characterized this institutes for over 
100 years.”
His attitude was echoed by House 
leaders.  Mr. Macdonald said he 
would not like to think in terms 
enclosing the public galleries, but 
he believed there should perhaps 
be “ a little tighter scrutiny of pass 
arrangement and security 
procedure.”
Asked if he was not concerned that 
spectators might hurl something 
more dangerous than slogans, he 
said: : “As the man who sits directly 
behind the Prime Minister, I have 
thought about it from time to time.” 
But, he said, there was an 
“inescapable difficulty” in 
reconciling the need to protect MPS 
with the right of the public to come 
and sit in the galleries.
Mr. Knowles (who is also a member 
the procedures committee) said: 
“MPs had a right “to be protected 
from bombs and blood but I don’t 
favour keeping the public out for 
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Tighter Control of Gallery Passes Likely ProtestResult 

By BEN TIERNEY.
The Herald’s Ottawa Bureau,
 Copyright, 1970
OTTAWA — Tighter control over 
admittance to House of Commons 
public galleries is possible following 
Monday’s demonstration by about 
50 screaming women protesting 
Canada’s law governing abortion.
The House of Commons protective 
service began preparing a report 
on the incident late Monday 
afternoon and it is likely to go to the 
Commons speaker, Lucien 
Lamoureux within the next few 
days.
The tighter controls, if they 
materialize, could be in the form of 
some change int he way members 
of Parliament now issue passes to 
galleries in the Commons that are 
set aside for their guests.

 In Monday’s demonstration it was 
evident that the protesters were well 
organized and had positioned 
themselves strategically in the 
Commons galleries .
‘To do this, they had to get in to both 
the opposition and the government 
galleries, accessible only by pass, as 
well the public gallery.

Following the demonstration an 
examination of passes issued was 
carried to, and this revealed, 
according to one source, that MPs 
from all parties had issued the 
passes that made the strategic 
placement of demonstrators 
possible.
No detailed breakdown of how many 
passes were issued by each party 
was available although the New 
Democratic Party freely admitted that 
it was responsible for seven.

They were, said NDP leader Douglas, 
issued by two members of the party, 
three by one, four by thee other. He 
declined to name the members.
Conservative House Leader G. W. 
Baldwin said that, as far as he knew, no 
passes were issued by members of his 
party.
That statement, he said, was ‘based on 
a very casual survey of Conservatives 
present in the Commons chamber when 
the demonstration took place. 
Government House Leader, Donald 
Macdonald, could not reached for 
comment.

Monday’s demonstration, perhaps 
unprecedented, forced  the Commons' 
to adjourn for more than half an hour 
and turned the normally staid chamber 
into something resembling a three-ring 
circus.
Within minutes of its start,

Commons guards, most mild-
mannered veterans, were running 
in all directions grasping at young, 
screaming women. Seemingly 
uncertain and  embarrassed, the 
guards tried, mostly without 
success, to drag the women out.
A few of the women had handcuffed 
themselves to their seats. They 
were guarded by plain clothes 
policemen while maintenance staff 
brought tools to cut them loose.
The demonstration =began shortly 
before 3 p.m. EDT as the 
Commons question period was 
drawing to a close.
Then, a young women in the public 
gallery jumped up and began 
shouting. “We are going to take our 
struggle to the provincial 
governments… to the medical 
profession … to the hospitals.”
As guards moved in and su

dued her, and a friend who had 
joined her in the meantime, another 
demonstrator popped up in the 
opposition members’ gallery. As she 
was subdued, another appeared in 
the government gallery.
And so it went, with demonstrators 
popping up at every angle faster 
than the guards could move in to 
restrain them. They shouted, “The 
women of Canada are declaring war 
on this government,” ‘‘free abortion 
on demand,” “Trudeau assassin,’ 
and “Trudeau is responsible for the 
death of 2,000 women a year.”
Then, from all corners, they chanted 
in unison:
“Free abortion on demand.”
Reacting to the situation, Commons 
Speaker Lamoureaux at first 
ordered the demonstrators removed. 
When that was clearly impossible, 
he ordered

all of the galleries cleared: And 
when that seemed just as difficult, 
he ordered the House adjourned.

Most of the women, in their 20s 
and 30s, wore red head scarves. 
That, said one, was to represent 
blood. ‘It means,” she said, “that 
we have declared war. We have 
given up black for mourning.” 
The demonstration Monday was 
perhaps the climax of a caravan to 
protest the continued existence in 
Canada of law limiting abortion. It 
began in British Columbia seven 
weeks ago and ended in Ottawas 
last weekend.

On Saturday several hundred 
demonstrators gathered on 
Parliament Hill to protest the 
legislation which, as a result of 
amendments to the Criminal 

Code last year, permits abortion, 
but only when a committee of 
doctors at an accredited hospital 
are agreed that it is necessary  
because the life or the health of the 
women involved is danger: 
The women maintain and some 
government spokesmen privately 
admit—that the legislation has 
proven largely ineffective because 
the medical profession has chosen 
to interpret the legislation in its 
narrowest sense.
The word “health” contained in the 
recent amendments could have 
been interpreted by the medical 
profession so as to give Canada 
abortion law as liberal as any in 
North America, but instead it had 
been interpreted so as to “open no 
great avenue” to Canadian women 
in search of legal abortion.

Our view
Freedom to decide

Why are people afraid of scrapping abortion laws? What restrains 
politicians, any more than their natural resistance to committing 
themselves to making progress at speed? Somehow abortion is a 
dirty word, with dirty associations; it is a word to be shied away from. 
It is a word that can get politicians in trouble.
But abortion should not be dirty nor unhealthy. Abortion is unhealthy if 
it is carried out by a hack doctor in a sleazy back room, But it need 
not be, if handled tastefully in a hospital with all the skill and 
protection medicine can offer.
In contrast what is healthy about bringing an unwanted child into this 
world? What is healthy about wrecking a woman's life for the sake of 
a folly? Smart about contributing to potential overpopulation? In short, 
‘what's healthy about tragedy, all the forms of tragedy that Inevitably 
result from the lack of abortion?
In abortion immortal? Yes, in the eyes of many who view it in a 
religious context. This is their privilege. Religious beliefs - any 
personal beliefs - deserve respect and defence. But not necessarily to 
the extent of impressing them as legislation.
And despite some slight easing in the name of 20th century reform, 
Canada still has laws prohibiting abortion.
The whole point of the argument in favour of scrapping all prohibitive 
abortion laws is that a woman has the right to control her own body: 
just as a woman has the right to control her own mind, to workshop or 
to precise any form of religions, free of hindrances discrimination - or 
law.
We believe the word abortion has no place in Canada’s law books. 
We are not advocating promiscuity or denying religious freedom: we 
are not encouraging medial prostitution. We are advocating freedom. 
And this includes the freedom of a woman to decide what she does 
with her own body, to deuce whether or not she shall bring a child into 
the world.
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After Women’s ‘Invasion’
Protective shield urged for MPs 

- By WAYNE MacDONALD 
Sun Ottawa Bureau 
OTTAWA — Members of Parliament are in 
an uproar over security in the House of 
Commons following week’s shouting 
demonstration by women demanding free 
abortions.
The Commons 12 member committee on 
procedure and organization is delving into 
the security problem and RCMP are 
investigating cases of forgery of MPs’ 
signature by some of the abortion 
supporters.
Among proposals being consider are 
enclosing the public galleries behind 
soundproof, bullet-proof glass, and electronic 
checks of persons entering the House to see 
if they are carrying concealed objects.

MPs and members of the parliamentary protective staff 
are frankly fearful that someone could easily get into 
the Commons with a bomb or a weapon.
Their concern came to a head when 36 women — 
several of them from Vancouver - forced the House to 
adjourn for half an hour when they held a well-
organized screaming match in all four of the Commons 
galleries.
Some of the demonstrators had chained themselves to 
their seats with bicycle chains and locks, and were able 
to continue their shorts for “free abortions on demand” 
while guards scurried around to find bolt-cutters.
Others were hustled out of the chamber, but as soon as 
the screaming women would leave, another woman 

part of the galleries would jump up and 
continue the harangue.
The bewildered protective officers ran 
from one end of the chamber to the other 
but they couldn’t control the situation.
Speaker Lucien Amoureux, equally 
bewildered, first ordered the 
demonstrators ejected, then ordered the 
entire public and press galleries cleared, 
and finally was forced to adjourn the 
House.
It was the first time in the 103-year history 
of the Canadian Parliament that such an 
adjournment was provoked by 
disturbance in the galleries, and has led 
to the fears that any kook group or 
individual could do the same thing.
(The business of the House was 
suspended but not adjourned, in 1966 
when a man with a bomb blew himself up 
in a Commons washroom. He was 
believed to be on bis way to the chamber 
when it exploded.
In some ways, the government itself 
brought on this week’s demonstration 
when it refused  to meet with the women 
from the Cross Canada Abortion Caravan 
who were campaigning for free abortions 
for all who wished them.
The group which travelled

from Vancouver and held public 
rallies in a dozen cites, had asked 
to meet last Saturday with Prime 
Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau, 
Health Minister John Munro, or 
Justice Minister John Turner:.
Trudeau begged off, saying he 
was busy preparing for his current 
trip to the Far East. Munro was ii 
Geneva attending a health 
conference. Turner left and played 
tennis becanse he did not like the 
women’s demanding tone.
When the government refused to 
see the women, they decided to 
“damn well see the government,” 
and organized the disturbance.
At least half of them managed to 
get access to the 

special galleries by forging MP’s 
signatures to the passes. 
required. Where they got the 
black passes remains a mystery.
 The trick of chaining themselves 
to their gallery seats was the 
piece de resistance. While the 
call went out for bolt cutters the 
women were able to continue 
their high-pitched speeches while 
the guards looked on in despair.
The problem of security in the 
House has been plaguing 
members and the police since 
the summer of 1964, when 
Vancouverite David Cowlishaw 
threw a carton of beef blood on 
to the chamber floor.
“The worries escalated in May 
1966, with the near-suc

cess of the bomber from Toronto, 
but MP’s have never been able to 
settle on a suitable solution. 
Parliaments here and in Britain 
‘have a centuries-old tradition of 
free access to the public and 
officials want to maintain it, if 
possible.
More and more members, 
however, are coming around to 
the idea of some sort cf 
protective shield between 
themselves and the ‘galleries and 
this will be considered.
In the meantime, protective 
officers are keeping a keen watch 
on everyone in the galleries. I 
have been challenged in the 
House and in the members’ lobby 
no fewer than three times this 
week. 


