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Vancouver Wamen's Caucus is trying: to- co-orda.nate a nat.xonal campaiqn, toqeth-
er with other Wamen's Liberation groups across Canadia, against: Trudeau's so-called
Niboral’“abortion laws. This letter is.an attemt to lay out how we see the cam—
paJ.g'n building,the’ pohfc.lcal objectives of :that campaian an:l the kind of organiz-
ing we hopg to:do. ‘;\aseethed@'namlforthenghttothrolmzrambodimasa
neccassary part of the. fight for the control of our own lives. Women will not: be

l:.berated wntil t.hay have thJ.s, among other, basic r1qhts.
", Women who have a consciousness of their oppression must lead this struggle.

act .collectively. Abortion'is a human right for women. then in Ottawa we must’ te-
nmﬁﬂmtannenumofAbommbetdcmoutofmCrmmal&xh “Each womans
5 .nghtto dec:.oe wh._ther or not. to continue a. preqnancy must not bc hmteu m any
way; by lawil: e
A Lile cannot toler:te ocnpulsory stg,nhzat.xcm or birth control any more than we
can tolerdte campulsory pregnancy Campulsory sterilization has been seen as a solu-
tion to:;thd problem 6f padr, black and native wamen in this country. The qovemrent
‘has :raised: the spectrcof cvercopulatlm in relation to our poor wamen and reople
of :the -tidrd world. It 1s necessary. to,accumulate facts arﬂazqmentsontmstn
naketlearmr positianis to give women control of our osn bodics, not to epable a
% to cbntroliwomen through cxnpulscry abortion or-birth control.
rtion links into many aspacts. of the oppression of women. These links nust
b@mde thi'éugnout the campaign if we really hope to change the situation of mmen
Abortion is inseparable from birth control. The canpalgn shouléd incluCe
attacks on thé pricrities of a social system which makes it so difficult for women
to obtain safe birth control and abortion; the lack of birth control information in
thaschool system the lack of seriocus scientific research to develon blrth oont.rol
7@Gevices which arc' both ‘safe and effective; how the profit motivation »f ‘the drug
industry - distorts research priorities (the pill as a million Scllar mdustry,etc.) -
theracism involved in research - i.e. only poor women or merbers of racial’ nu.nolr-‘
ities are usod‘as ‘duinéa pigs. e hope to have a demonstraticn amainst’'a lccal
arug comany to protest the lack of res=arch readily available to women. Women have
died From birth conticl Hills because doctors have not takon adequat. nrecautlons
This 4informition nust"d.’ mace publ.:.c. e
- . . Eirth control is the right of any and all women aftcr rub.rty Cohtracer'twés
and ‘information on birth control should.’ ,.e mad: available to all girls in high .
school.We muist challerige the' counsel systm in the schools which do’not nro- - i
vide thisinformtion: 19 Ix effectlw, the camraign must. ke preparcd to deal w:.tll"x._,
questions of s._xuaI"mrallty For _instance, :even if birth control 'information is "
available, ‘wamen in *ugh' schools Feel guilty using itibecause of the false moral-’
ity, the double” standard surroundmg @ating. In order.itn Begin to change this ,my:e
must do some orgamzmg with high, .school women around the Abortion campaiqgn. i L
Guerilla theatre, leaflcttmg high schools, an’ speaking in classes can be useC as
ways -of orgam.zmq high school sttxlents. g
-~Just ‘g rescarch an birth control is. blasf\ anainst noor anﬂ non-white women,
the: présent law mikes it mposs:l.blg for poor or working class wmen to ohtain safe
aborticns.. These ‘are available for those. yho can pay: (legal abortions m Dritain
or Japan and safc illegal aooruons in Vancouver cost about the same.) “wsoorch
should be done into probL_rvs relatmg welfare mothers and mecicine. The class
biases in medicine roflect the’ class.mt..rosts of doctors and the profit motiva-

tion in medicing. The *n'Ed.lCal prOfcss:Lop scems to be' controlled by almn grouwp i,

v if

| of doctors at the ton who determine pb],icy for the medical nrofession relati.ng

entrance into medical scheol, training of Coctors, standamis of practise, and hos-
pltal molicy. The majority of doctors know little more than we do about how decis=
ions are made within their profassion. 6

It is important to do research on the structure of the meucal nrofession (the
College of Physicians and Surgeons, the “edical Association, etc.) and altemative . .-
methods of medical organization other than the freoe enterprise, fee-for-service - - . G
methol. We hope to raise the demand! for ccrrmlty—omtrollerl clinics (e.g.the'ex=" ..' [ ...
perience in Saskatchewan with commmity controllec clinics) which provide birth :
control information and contraceptives to women, abortions, pre-natal and matemnity
care. These clinics should he publicly funded with community control over the hiring
and firing of doctors. Jibortions in the first tvelve wecks o not require hospital-
ization. It is a very simple-operation that can be performed in a clinic or cut-
patient ward of ‘a hospital. “ke must raise this cemand to the Medical Nssociation
anc to the prov:.nc:.al sovernment. "k hope to either get an open hearing ine®Victoria.
and/or go to a meeting of the Meidcal Mssociation in Vancouver to challenge the pri-
orities of thé system and -raise our demancs. e see this as a mart of the huilcing
action for our naticnal campaign Lut this work must continue after 'ay 10th.

We also Hope to bring to the attention of the government and public the role
of hospital boards and tixe hospital abortien committees. The present law makes the
whole procuss of abertion far mere costly and complicated than is necessary. The
money spent on women whe enter hospitals with infecticns and cmphcat:.ons fxom ¢
illegal abortions (20,000 woran in Canada per yea:r:) onuld be much hetter- speht on -
a more rational aborticn system, liospital boards in B.C. are not elected, but are
madie up of businhéssmen apvointed by rhe covernment. The public has .'thtlo m.rect
centrol over hespital policy. i

When in Ottawa we hope to mzaintain the links built mto the local czmpalgn.
=) sug"este«.. to Ottawa and Toronto that we damand cpen hearings with the Dept. of
Justice and the bept. of health and Velfare while in Ottawa. The advantage of hear-
ings is that you have a chance tc publicize your position. It would alsco be good if
eacn wamen's liberation group could put pressure an the federal reprcsmtat.wes
from the Dept. of Justice and' the Dept. of Health an "lelfar locate” in their area.
Porhaps we could have mock. hearings), or a. public meeting to challenge the fe&_ral

presentat:.ves aleng with local support demonstrations.

It is our hope that we can utilize the abortion campaiqn not cnly to build to-
warG better commmnication and more sohu,._nty with the women in B.C. but across the
country as viell. This cculd only ke acocomplished with the help and participation of
ALL wamen's lixeration groups. :

e are considering senuing A representative, well in advanoe of the caravan,
to talk with W.L. people across the prairies and, so far as time and money allows,
to hel» wamen begin to organize in areas where thoy have heen unable to Jo . .
su up to now. In this way, we could anticimate the possibility of completing the v
Ottawa action with the beginnings, at least, of a truly national movement. ;

. A caravan of well dncorated cars — thie first with a roof rack carrying the

coffin — will be leaving Vancouver around ay 1 in orxder to reach Ottawa by May 9
for the acticn. e are hoping to make hrief stons in all major cities to 7o querilla
theatre, soap hox on stroet comers, at varks and/or campuses (wvhere local groups
have made arrangaswents) , canping each night at previously nublicized (again,. by lo-
cal W.L.s) locaticns where pecole can gather for ram sessicns, sonas, éte. If we
have done our work well, cars will be joini.ng the caravan from cach city.

We don't have wuch tine and in orer for our plans to Lecome: a reality, we'll
all have to start werking rignt away. By sharing our rescarch, ideas, acdresses etc.
we can hopefully avoid a lot of dunlication. ¥e'll senl you our information as it
becames available anc: hope you can o the same. ™ are really excited about build- .
ing, with you anl all our sisters, our first national action. let's make it a good
onal In solidarity,
Vicky Brown .. Marga Hollil,augh Vanoouver Vomen's Caucus
Dawn Carrell .. Botsy !eadley Crnaiqn Co-orinating Corm. |
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' Women's Caucus members prepare to confront ﬁhﬁl;lam council Frlda—y..“ g

_t?ﬁSPEéTOR KEN EVANS of the city police warns members of Vancouver

b

Cor

'Woman’s Caucus that they must not invade private premises and disturb

- the peace. The women entered the Academy of Medicine building Friday in

have to arrest them if they stayed.

At TP

£
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dn. effort to take their case for legal abortions'to the council of the B.C.
"College of Physicians and Surgeons. They left after Evans

warned he would
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ABORTION: A HUMAN RIGHT FOR WOMEN

THE CHOICE OF THE PROVINCIAL QOVERNENT

Every year in Canada 2,000 women die from hack abortions. Twenty thousand more are
hospitalized. ILess than one percent of those wamen requesting abortions in B. C. are
able to go through the therapeutic abortion.system.

The Vancouver Wamen's Caucus set up a clinic to help women obtain safe abortions and con-
front the cruel out-ragecusly inadequate abortion system with their very real needs for
abortion. Of the 200 wamen who have gone through the clinic only eight have obtained
therapeutic abortions. Well over a hundred women were told by at least one doctor that
they had no hope of getting a therapeutic abortion. The situation remains serious:
cbviously Mr. Trudeau's Just Society laws have dons little to alleviate it.

Under the British North American Act the Provincial Goverrment is rosoonsible for the
health and welfare of pecple within the province. . Due to the fact that the Criminal Code
of Canada, Section 237 is not conducive to the health of wamen and, in fact, causes a

number of women in B. C. to die each year the medical rights of women continue to be

WHY THE PRESENT SYSTEY DOESN'T WORK

QVERCROWDING: Abortions have been defined as a non-priority operation because of the
serious problem of overcrowding in the hospitals. Yet Dr.. Folkes, Medical Director

of the Royal Columbian, estimates that it would take a 500 bed hospital working 365 days
a year to lock after the 20,000 Canadian women who enter hospitals with camplications
from hack abortions. The minor surgery required for legal abortions could be done -
safely in a doctors office or a clinic at a fraction of the present cost, and without
putting further pressure on the overcrowded hospitals.

RED TAPE: Only cne of the four major hospitals in Vancouver will do any therapeutic
abortions. Of the hospitals who will do them, each hospital has different proceedings.
At Vancouver General Hospital it is impossible for paticnts and even difficult for
doctors to find who is on the abortion camittee, when it meets and how to present

a case to them. The closed comittee system at Lions Gatc Hospital make it appear that
the preceedure was designed specifically to prevent any abortions fram being done.

ORGANIZATION OF THE MEDICAL-PROFESSION: The present system reinforces the doctars control
over patients. The 'edical Act and Code of Ethics protect the rights of the doctors so
that thq patient has no recourse when a doctor imposes the moral, political and
religio values of the medical profession. Waomen get little help when they go to the'
doctors seelu.ng legal abortions. and yet in a survey done by Women's Caucus it appears
that the majority of doctors favor more liberal abortion laws. Doctors tend to act
conservatively not only for personal reasons, but because of the enormous power of the
college of phy51gaps and surgeons. The code of ethic adonted by College of Physicians
and Surgeons specifically prohibits the dissent of individual doctors. They are only
aJ-}-ovyed to present to the public opinions which represent"what is the generally accepted
opinion of the medical profession." The Code of Ethics states regarding abortion: *
only justification is that the continuance of the pregnancy would imperil the life of

WEAT THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNIENT CAN DO - DEMANDS

APPEAL-TO THE FEDERFLL GOVERWMENWT: Because the Provincial Govermment under the British
North American Act 1S ‘responsible for the health and welfare of wamen within the
province, and due tc the fact that the Criminal Cede of Canada causes a number of B.C.
women to diz each year, we ask that the Government of B.C. Apmeal tn Ottawa to remove
aporticn from the Criminal Code.

ADDITICHAT, FACILITIES: Under 237 of the Criminal Code, the Provincial Health Minister =
has the power to approve additional facilities for doing therapeutic abortions. We
would lik2 to see the Government take initiative in settino up community controlled
clinics all over the Province by providing grants for the establisiment of such -
facilities. This is a part of our program of demands for commmity controlled and
publicly funded clirics which provide birth control information, pregnancy testing,
therapeutic abortions, maternity care, sterilization and vasectomy. Besides ¢asing the
overcrawding of hosritals, these clinics would eliminate the overwhelming amount of red
tape now involved in obtaining therapeutic aborticns. :

8

MEDICAL PROFESSION: The medical professicn is under Provincial jurisdiction (ref: the
B.C. Medical Act). The provincial government has th2 power to amend the Medical Act

and make the medical profession more responsible to the public. We reccmmend :that

these amendments be in the directicn of decentralized nower and cammunity involvment,‘_f,,
by making the Collegz of Physicians and Surgeons hold open meetings with more doctors . =+
and lay people invoived in decision making. : i foa

Wicmen of 5.C. will ro langer tolerate this situation. The Government must bagin to

take up its responsibility in order that women can obta.ln the medical care that is pa

their right.

We wrote a letter to Eealth Ministoer Loffmark, dated March 10, asking for an open

* meeting’within the next three wecks. He did not reply. ¥We sent him a night letter

March 19, and again he did not reply. Now we hawve come to Victoria to make our demands
in persan. ‘ # T -

We want the government to take steps to implement our demands immediately.

WE WANT THE GOVERNMEXNT OF B.C. TO BEGIN TO SERVE THE "OMEN OF B.C.




ABORI'ION LANS ARE KILLING PEOPLE
(2)

There two questions that should be asked: .
(1) Sfu_ld Ca%xolic hospitals, now ah\r;git completely supported by public funds, be
to any scrvice that the public requires?
gaﬁy isd?cxycredli’tation necassary in the case of an abortion only, when far morc danger-
ous operations are not placed under this mestriction?

-- Defects in the cormittee syctem are quite scrious. They may not meet often. Members
may be biased in either directicn. Delilcrate attempts may be made So keep down the num-
ber of abortions not only to protect bed spaces but the "reputaticn" of the hospital. And
enthusiasm for the job is apparently not too great, as board members are often criti-

i it's crumy work and they Don't Get Paid.
mmdéolfxoi 'c ly are many dese::\ring applicants turnsd down, but therc; is also go_much dg—
lay that a Iot of wamen who applied verry early in pregnancy argx't given a dec.xsxczn until
the fetus has reached the stage (past 10 weeks} where rorc serious surgical procedures
are necessary - such as hysterctony or ministure caesarean section. These oprraticns
carry a much higher risk of ceath or injwy than normal f’.el}veg',.and a longer stay in
ospital, as well as increased danger of mental and physical sizain for the patient (al-

i itian). .
madymmriﬁ:sdltmte) the prcblans cf committee dalays. The death rate of.hospltal abor-
tion is the same in the U.S. and Sweden - 1 in 1,000. This is due to delay in both coun-

" tries. In Sweden, from an invelved committee system, end in the States, from mack:?uate

legislation. Dut in places where the majority of a>criions are dciie before ten weess with
a minimm of hassle, i.e., Hunjary, Czechoslovakia, Poland, U.S:S.R. , the rmortality r§te
appears to be less than 5 per 100,000. This is less than one-thixd of the death rate in.

he U.S. tting you- tonsils out... e . o
s Ulé iﬁozgemc o)éohospital accreditation, abortion J.s the only.m?dz.cgl cperation that
requircs review by committee, with the occasicnal exz;epfu.on_qf stex:.l:;zatlon in some hc1>sl-
pitals. Red tape and formalities must be eliminated in the interest of the vatients we

— “But there will still be ancther big han-up. That is the campetition between abortion
and such cases as.cancer in the event cf bed chortages. Abortion will have to be given
emergency pn'.ority as well as such cascs because of the ten weex §afety limit. But per-
haps clinics set.up just for aborticns, wiulc.be the answer to this. B g

Early cases (up to ten) can be c.-’-_':-:r)i(ed out unce.r steict azeptic conditions, by qual
ifie medical personnel with minimum risk.. . . o
Thus, cli?eui.cs could handle shortions in the.carly stages and those past the ten week

imi iandled in hespitals.
hnutq;guéﬁlsewgy enlarged Bosrpitals and special clinics will be available to handle the
demand will be for the public to hassle the covernents into parting with the money for

: . u - start screaming!) :
tl‘xfm De(:tt;h: :ﬁ g;ygs from crinminal gbc')rtions last year were 10,000. In Canada t})e fig-
ure was around 2,000. THIS FRLES CRIMDWAL ASCRTION A #1 FUBLIC IIALTH PI?QBLEH. I‘f 11:. vas

anything else, everyone would:be all cxzited, but it's a taboo subject, so it just
gr.._ ;{!Irrihemm, about 20,000 wexen g Canada were admitted to hospitals last year,
suffering from complications of: butcher abortions. If social reasons are not err?mﬁ'x :Io
make the government change its stand, economics should. The rough cost of treating these
wamen was $6 ~ 7 million dollars. . _

No one knows how many criminal abortiors are performed in Canada each year, and afsd'l

"butchers" are caught. But the dgmand for legal choctions is increasing all the time

ABORTION LAWS ARE KILLINC PEOPLE
Jeoannine Mitchell

On Saturday evening, after the march, the “oomen's Caucus held a panel discussion at
the Georgia isotel. About 100 people showexl up, which was near capacity. A fair number of
those in attendance had not becen in the march.

Mrs. iary Stolk, a nurse and mother of six who works in the Caucus' Abortion Infor-
mation Center in the Labour Temple, was the first to speak. The featurcd speaker was Dr.
Richard Foulkes. an administrator ("but not speaking as a representative") from the
Royal Columbian Hospital in ilew Westminster.

Dr. Foulkes is well acquainted with the defects of the present abortion laws (he
has spoken on Jack i{lebster's radio show about abortion) and would like to see the present
laws repealed. Abortion, he feels, should not he governed by the Criminal Code or appeal
boards. It should be treated like any other operation of equivalent risk to the patient-
being a matter betwween a woman and her family doctor. _

Here arc a few facts and ideas from his speech: Abortions date back to the earliest
recorded times, from primitive cultures to ancient Greece and Rome. They were performeC
before "quickening" (10 weeks) and were permitted by law and reliqious dictums "even in
England" until around the time good ol' Pope Pius 9 came out against it. He decreed that
the soul entered the fetus at the moment of conception so that destroying the fetus at
any time would be murder. : &

: It yas about this time that all Christian countries adopted a similar view, which
led. to legal restrictions against abortions.

The new Canadian law has modified the Catholic nosition by marking a theoretical
point in gestation where the fetus becomes "a birth". This point in the new law is now
is now 27 weeks (campared to the former 20 weeks). :

-- According to Section 209 of the Criminal Code, anyone causing a miscarriage or ;..
death of the fetus after the 27 weck limit is liable to a charge of murder. (This appar-
ently gnes for the pregnant woman who aborts herself, but conviction is rather unlikely,
as she would have to testify against herself.)

—— Section 237, The Abortion Law, provides heavy penalties (life) for such a weman
and/or her aborticnist, with one exception:

L aborticn roy e performec by : qu-lified medical practitioner, other than a -
member of an abortion cummittee, in an accredited hospital, AFTER the committee has re-
viewed the case and the majority (2 out of three) have decided that "... in its opinicn
'?:;1 continuation of the pregnancy...would or would be likely to endanger her life or
} hieea’ .t

—— Deficiencies in Section 237 are many. There are no grounds to termirate for rape: or
incest unless it can be shown to affect the woman's health! Neither does it allow for
cases where the fetus is endangered by genetic defects or infectious diseases like Ger-
man measles, or ewen known teratogenic agents such as Thaliclomide. The only way these
Cases can be covered by Sec. 237 is when the fear of bearing a dofective child is shown
to be harming the mother's mental health.

Also ignored by the law are cascs where a poor family cannot afford another child.
This can be an even morc serious problem when the family's income depends in part or
totally on the ability of the mother to work. "There is no suggestion that it may be the
democratic right of a woman in todays world to have a froe choice in whether or not she

will procreate,” said Dr. Foulkes. "Perhaps the most important defect in the present law
is in the procedure laid down in the legislation, particularly the need for a review by
a committee. Equally as defective arc the rules and procedures laid down by the hospitals.”

-~ Catholic hospitals (of which there are quite a few) don't allow abortions - or steri-
lization. Thus, a disproportionately heavy burden falls on public hospitals. This is
aggravated by the law's insistence that the hospital must be accredited. Less than 1/2
of B.C.'s hospitals are accredited - and THESE are mostly less than 100 bed institu-
tions! With the shortage of hospital beds so bad that in the General some patients re- 5
quiring critical stngary/mat wait months, no wonder so few abortions are passed by:the 7
mamsl i

o e, - ITer
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*1t would take 3 500 bed hospi-
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days » week, 365 deys a year 10
cares for women with complica- .
tions from illegal abortions in
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pcaker was
the House and the woman was
sternly lectured. “This is the
Highest Court — higher even
than the Supreme Court — do
you realize the seriousness of
your actions?” )

The woman remained cool,
maintained her dignity, and
refused to give any information
other than her name and address
and” the name of  her
organization. ;

Another woman forgot her
camera in the gallery and when
she returned for it was detained’
bur later released. :
Why Did We Do It?

Because we were angry, we
were angrv with Health Minister

not in control.

Women_
Confront
Loffmark

At 3:15 Wednesday, March
25, three separate groups o
angry women discreetly entered
three separate galleries in the
B.C. Legislative Assembly.

Health Minister Loffmark
looked smugly at the women up
in the galleries — then spoke in
laughing tones to Attorney
General Peterson and  other
Socred cronies.

The women waited for the
appropriate moment to respond.
Those seated in the gallery above
Loffmark moved first. Red tape
came flying down over the
gallery on the Socred side.
Seconds later - two banners
reading *‘Abortion is Our Right”
and’ “Just Society, Good Life —
Kills 12,000 Women in North
America each year” were
lowered from the other two
balconies.  Bumper  stickers

reading  “Abortion  Now”
fluttered down. g 5

The women quickly left the
galleries. On the floor of the
Legislature  Health  Minister
Loffmark rose angrily shouting
“There Are Strangers in the
House”, Another voice yelled

6ut. “it is clear that someone
-here—does-not ‘understand - the

No Power .

We asked him if he would
‘approve’ and provide funds for
hospitals for the specific purpose
of doing abortions. He replied:
“It is no* within my power to do
so. There are only two kinds of
hospitals: ‘accredited hospitals’
and those ‘designated’ by the
provincial Health Minister. 1
have OKed all the facilides I am
empowered to ‘designate’.” We
indicated to him that he was
quoting incorrectly from the
Criminal Code, and that hef
could approve hospitals for the
purpose of that section of the
Code (Section 237 b). After
debating this, he sent for the
Code, discovered that he was
wrong, and quickly tried to
cover up his mistake. -

s responsible for the health and
velfare of the people within
province. And as Health Minister
e should find out why women
ere not receiving therapeutic
bortions or being processed by
ospital abortion commirtees, or
hy women were not receiving
calth services which are legally
heir right under Section 237 of
he Criminal Code of Canada’ to
hich he replied angrily ‘That is
political issue and I'll meet you

bn 2 political platform about
hat.’ : :

Loffmark’s negligence.

% A z

h" as does the World
calth Organization, as 'the
omplete physical, - economic
bocial and mental well being o

’

Towards - the end "of ~the |8
meeting we decided t0 "y
another approach and draw an
analogy between death from
illegal abortion and deéath from
cancer. We asked him, “If a
person was dying from Cancer
and -was refused proper medical
attention, would you, as Health
Minister, intervene “on ‘the
patient’s behalf?” His reply was
that he had.-only done so once
and that he would be unlikely to &
do so again. Loffmark’s refusal
indicates his A neglect of the
medical rights of the women in [§
his province. . e

Loffmark when we realized our
mecting with him served ‘only
one useful purpose and that was
to let us know he had no
intention of changing the
medical arrangements in B.C.
regarding the inadequacies of
doctors and  Abortion
Committees in dealing with

therapeutc abortions. :
Yes, for once we were not
going to cover up our anger, we
were going to show as many
people as we could that we were
not satisfied, that we would not
be put off any longer, with
polite words and token
sympathy from a man who
refused to act in helping us

©obtain our medical rights. __
The meeting  between
members of the Women's Caucus
and Health Minister Loffmark
was held in a plush and im osing
conference room. Mr. Loffmark
also did his best to be imposing
and - artempted initially to
intimidate us and to take
absolute control of the meeting.
One of his tactics was to demand
that: we identify ourselves and to
ensure that we were all British
_Columbians. He.did his best to
make clear to-us that it was
going to be his show and we
‘could be thedocile.listeners, &;
WE : 2 :

Definition of Health

Concerning ‘the term health
he waffled: “It’s up to m
Medical Health Officers

Possibly only persistence and
e good coverage of press, radio

d TV made Mr. Loffmark find
ime to meet the delegation of
ancouver Women's Caucus. - :
B The meeting deteriorated &8
S : om' this ‘point on, “andf
La_'w not bumane offmark waspgbviously trying
Loffmark conceded, aftel@, neuralize us by seeming
pressing questions, that thoig mpathetic (but passive) to
present law was not humang s

b ome of our demands. He
enough, but at the same time hqilbyoressed the hope that we
refused to send a writte

: ould all remain friends after
communique to ‘the feder: e encounter. We stated that his
government urging changes. ¢

action told us he was ourf
reveal that- he had had sever. emy and that he would
discussions in the past few yearsiiontinue to be so s long as he
about this situation, but hqlilowed the women™ of this
scémed to - think - that . SSbrovince to be bruralized by
conversation with John Munrcllrrational abortipn laws. At that
and a few words in public werGllboint, . . we terminated the
all that he needed todo. * "}, ing by leaving the room.

He told- us ghat ‘we- should ve tidelt & - T

approach the medical profession

don’t have anything to do wit}
it.”” We asked him if he was abl
to define health in general term
at all. He replied that he wa
not. Our response clearl
indicated the ridiculousness o

Reactionary Doctors B.C. Womea Medical Aid

“Fifteen  delegates  from
ancouver = Women’s Caucus,
scveral persons from University
of Victoria, and the press met
ith Health Minister Loffmark
he was doing as Health Ministcfliat 1:30 pm, March 25th, in the
if he wouldn't ecven defin calth Minister's board room.
health. By admitting this he was

it seemed, denying his existenc
Loffmark’s standard defensd

We then proceeded to the
subject of the  medical
profession. We stated that the
reasons that most doctors would
not- .try to instigate abortion
reform were because the Council
of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons and the government
were conservative and would
enact sanctions against such
doctors. The doctors are forced
1o accept a reactionary position
on abortion, and. the women
who are affected by it have
absolutely no control over its
formulation. They are also
unable to utilize any channels to
fit their very real needs.

We emphasized that in man
ways the structure of the College

oM -

The meeting had been give
the women only after ‘several
days of pressurizing an
repeated requests. On  March
10th a letter was sent, on March
19th a telegram, and this was
followed by three days of
personal contacts with his office
and sending additional requests
into the Legislative Assembly.
On  Tuesday when two
Vancouver Women's Caucus
nembers  did "~ meet  with
Loffmark regarding setting up
¢ Wednesday meeting he said
he did not think it would be
possible to meet  with the
—-on  Wednesday as

I ey
-

ferus. “I have a
ponsibility to protect the
nborn children of B.C.”

7’ e

aving the lives of Women
We replied that we had com
0 deal with a’ medical problem,
hat we were concerned with
aving the lives of women, ahd
hat he had a responsibility to
he women of B.C. It was
bbvious that the Health Minister
fid .not ‘take: his responsibility
ripualy. It fs iropic that be was

pared to defénd the unbort

.democratic process.” i i~
" As the women were lézv'mgh.lf
attendant grabbed one of “the
;:Iol;n;nhmdmﬁth an..iron, grip.’
ed her after him ‘down the
stairs « throigh * Mﬁf&ﬁ
uito peaker's

SRS

was ‘the ' -cause of "' i
irresponsibility to the people o
B.C. Loffmark said that he had

Ty DoTesTE b .
no power over the doctors,
would fot tell them what'to do
He repested this thrgtighoufiiii

Neet] .

R T




come more involved in be
that the women of Britis
vitled to under Federal

that the health and welfare of people within a

of that province, therefore, we request for
followings

Dear Sirs:

end to request an open meeting with you,
same.
Deputy Labor Minister Sands regarding Human Ri
held Dec. 3rd 1969, at Hotel Georgia,
could ask cuestions but that would not
answers = and we have not heard from him since
ings in order that working women could att
in communicating our ideas regardi
& meeting.

WGIEN'S CAUCTS,
Roox &,
307 ¥est Broadwey,
VANCOSVID, 2. C. Maorch 10th 1970,
Hon. Leslie Peterson,
Attorney Goner:cl,

and
Hon. I:iph Loiflmatk,
Minister of Eealth Services & Hospital Insurance,
Pariiczeat Bléga.,
VICICRZ4, 3. C.

RE:s VOMEN'S RIGITS = ABORTIC N
TFacilities for Birth Control Information,
Pregnancy Testing, Maternity Care,
Therepoutic Abortion, Sterilization and
Vasectooy in BRITISH COLUMBIA

We are writing regarding the lack of the above-noted facilities

. during the next three weeks, regarding
We are asking for a "meeting™ rather than a hearing as when we approached

ghts for Women at the Hearing,
Vancouver, B. Cs, we were told that we
necessarily mean that we would receive
(we also asked for evening meet-
end) therefore, as we are interested
ng facilities and hearing yours - we request

The Vomen's Caucus have asked that the Provincial Governzent be=-

ing active where the Rights of Women are concerned, and
h Columbia have the medical rights which they are én-

law and under the British North America Act which states

tha women of British Columbia the

IIE IDOT .

l. That in cases where therapeutic abortion has been
requested by a woman and when Pregnancy has been
proved positive, usually by the 42nd day after con-
ception, that therapeutic abortion - as allowed by
doction 237 of the Criminal Codo of Canadn ~ bo carried
out within 7 days, thus rolioving tho woman of additional
and unnecessary mental and Physical stress,

FACILITTES
e ——————
2, That additional facilities for birth control information,
pregnancy testing, therapeutic abortion, maternity care
. - sterilization and vasectonmy be set up in the seme physiéal
g v ., BtTUCture as extentions of hospitals and/or clinics and

IR |

et

ST : that these facilitiep be publioc :
SAEHE T 0 gontrolled, .o ¥ ) L .~~1? fggded rpd °°‘”E“‘?y}‘

provinca are under the jurisdiction |

CARNIOLIC JiOSPITALS
J. That Catholic llonpitals recoiving pudblic fundas no longer
" Dbe allowed to rofuso modical doctors the right to carry
out therapeutic abortions, sterilizations and vasoctomios,

RED TAPE '= ASORTION COMMITTEFS

k. That the Provincial Governmont investigate, immediately,
why the red tuape szurrounding the medical profession and
hospital abortion commiticeo is a cause of death by illegal
abortion, % ig woll lknown that many doctors send patients
to othor ocounlrios ruthor than hasole with the red tape
involved in thorapeutic abortion. Womon's Cnucus plans
to have ADORTION RIFMOVED FROM THE CRIMINAL CODE DURING 1970,
however, we realize that removing abortion from the Code is
only one step and obtaining facilities for medical abortions
in order that women can obtain the medical care that is their
right is a provinoial matter.

REPRESENT WOMEN TO FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

5 That because the Provincial Government under the British
North America Act is responsible for the health and welfare
of women within the province and due to the fact that the
Criminal Code of Canada Section 237 is not conducive to
the health of women and in fact this law causes & number
of British Columbia women to die each year, we ask that
the Government of British Columbia appeal to Ottawa to -
remove abortion from the Criminal Code.

MEDICAL PROFESSION

é. That the Provincial Government sdvise the B. C. Medical
Profession that they are neglecting the women of British
Columbia when they refuse = because of the time factor
involved and red tape - to present women's cases for thera-
peutic abortions to the hospital Abortion Committees, causing
such cases to seek illegal or self-induced abortions = which
bring silent death to approximately 2,000 Canadian women each
year and cause women to spend burdening sumé of monsy to seek
abortions in countries with more humane abortion laws and
cause women undue mental and physical stress.

Abortion we realize is a problem in many countries, in Italy it is
estinated thet over 40,000 women die from illegal abortions each year, in the
United States over 10,000 women die each year - more than the troops in Vietnam,
and 100,000 ere mutilated, in Ceneda approximately 2,000 women die each year.
These are ugly figures, not ones that many countries wouldle proud of,

The Vancouver Women's Caucus ask to meet with you during the next

three webks in order that British Columbia 3liminate such ugly statistics on death
from abortion,

Trusting to meet with you, we remaiﬁ,

Sinceroly,

inzf7%7;24éunéé§;//
APy
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“I'remendous pressure’

Gate

/By Sheila McCook
» Cltizen siaff writer

A funeral procession
started off from Vancouver,
Monday night.

The destination of the 25
mourners, towing a coffin,
is Ottawa, where they plan
to arrive on Friday, May 8.

An irony of which the
marchers are fully aware is
that the weekend they'll be
here includes Sunday, May
10, Mothers’ Day.

The long trek is to bring
Parliamentary and public
attention to the numbers of
deaths—estimates range as
high as 2,000 per year, ac-
cording lo some sources—

. resulting from the illegal

"abortions that flourish while
fegal methods remain bound
uj? by ‘egislative restrictions
and reluctant doctors.

The travellers — whose
numbers are expected to

W during the eastbound
cavaltade—will spend their
time in the capital pleading
with Parliament to remove
abortion laws from the
Criminal Codc.

Jn Ottawa recently to
make arrangements for the
cross/country caravan and
for the weekend actlivities
of the group when it ar-
rives, Was Dawn Carrell, 20.
year-od founding memb-

‘of the Vancouver caucus. »f

for abortion

R L

e U

reform—organizer

the Women's Liberation

Movement.

The plan to bring a na-
tional spotlight on the prob-
lem came out of a western
regional meeting of lbera-
tion groups from Saskatche-
wan, Alberta, British Co-
lumbia and the western
United States last October,
she says.

Abortion had been 2
prime topic of the confer-
ence “because one of the
pre-requisites of liberation
is control over your own
body.”

“We decided that a na-
tional campaign around
abortion reform was impor-
tant, that it would be a good
action to bring us all togeth-
er.” Quick to jump in on the
caravan plan was the Toron-
to liberation group, fol-
lowed shortly by others.’

Removal of the abortion
laws from the Code has be-
come the objective of other
groups, too. One, the Asso-
ciation for the Moderniza-
tion of Canadian Abortion
Laws, stated recently that
outright repeal of the law,
beyond modernization, has
become its goal. AMCAL
president Lore Perron, a
pharmacist, remarked last
weekend that her organiza-
tion's change of goals came
ahout because last year's
changes had done “absolute-
ly nothing” to case acccss to
legal abortion.

The Vancouver liberation

group agrees, but has beew
more vociferous about the
problem.

“We had a large aborlion
demonstration on Valen-
tine's Day, with guerrilla
theatre and speakers,” says
Miss Carrell. It was the first
march I've seen where peo-
ple were joining from the
streets. There were from
300 to 400 of us as we
marched to Victory Square."”

According to Miss Carrell,
a ‘“tremendous pressure”
for abortion reform is build-
ing up.

Wide campaign

Abetting this pressure,
the western group has plied
shopping centres with anti-
abortion 'aw leaflets, per-
formed guerrilla theatre in
the streets and in high
schools and seni speakers
into schools. Last Novem-
ber, the caucus set up a suc-
cessful once-a-week clinic in
which advice and direction
on abortions are given.

Miss Carrell estimates
that the majority of people

« are in favor of further liber-

alizing of abortion laws, but
such liberalizing, while it
still remains within the
Code, does not go far
enough, she thinks.

Although abortion laws
were slightly relaxed last
year, restrictions remain
that can be interpreted in
any wav the doctor s

“and this is primarily due t>
the medical profession.”

What's needed, according

4to the organizer, is abortion
on request.

The former sociology stu-
dent at Simon Fraser Uni-
versity estimates that most
abortions, if done within the
first three months of preg-
nancy, would take from
eight to 10 minutes. Hospi-

talization would not be re- ;

quired, since the eperation
could be done in the doc-
tor's office. Miss Carrell
predicts practical ramifica-
tions; thousands of beds, an-
nually taken up by women
suffering, damage from-
guack abortion methods,

would become freed for oth-

er sick perspns.

Miss Carrell, who is cur-
rently employed in a B.C.
hospital where she is trying
to organize underpaid kitch-
en workers, said the cara-
van will stage rallies, per-
form guerrilla theatre and

pick up Ottawa-hound dern)

onstrators at stops in Kam-
loops, Calgary, Edmonton,
Saskatoon, Regina, Winni-
peg, Thunder Bay, Sault
Ste. Marie, Sudbury and To-
ronto, before arriving in Ot-
tawa.

Leiters have been mailed
to membhers of Parliament
urging review of the ques-
tion, from liberation groups
around the country,

But Jetters and speeches
are not cnough, in the opin-
ion of Miss Carrell.

“The way we can get
abortion removed from the
Criminal Code is not by let-

ters to the government or
pressures through chan-
nels., The only way is if
large numbers of women
come together and do some-
thing. Numbers and actions
are more important than
presenting briefs.”

And if Parliament does
nothing?

“Actions will follow,"” says
Dawn Carrell.

T oy

3 . Letters not enough
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WOMEN ACTORS

. . . part of a cross-Canada protest o a

MIME HORROR OF BACK

bolish all abortion laws

A caravan of women seeking
an end to all abortion laws
ame to Edmonton Wednesday.
The caravan organized by
ancouver Women’s Caucus -is

paigners.

The group assembled in Sir
Winston Churchill Square and
staged a grisly mime play show-
ng the horror of a back-street
abortion before 200 curious on-
ookers. )
Two women sang about a
woman suffering through preg-
ancy because she does not
ané or cannot afford another
hild. s

OUNTER-PROTEST

A man and woman staged a
counter-protest. They carried
signs saying ‘Legalized abor-
tion is legalized infanticide" and
“Would your mom have aborted
you?”

The mime play told about a
woman who was denied a legal
abortion. She went to a back-
street abortionist who put on a
blood-stained gown and then
showed the crowd his instru-

beater.

the right
right to
she said.
gets pre
single —

the child

who appl

married.’

ments — a knitting needle, a
bent coat hanger and an egg

After a moment of deliber-
ation, the abortionist covered the
victim with a black cape.

The crowd applauded.

OTHER ISSUES

Later at a meeting in Gar-
neau United, Church, other is-
sues were raised. =«

Dawn Carroll, a member of
the abortion caravan, said the
legalization® of abortion is not
the end of the issue.

The women’s group is asking
that every woman should have

to choose whether she

wants the child. In effect, the

govern her own body,

“If a woman has sexual re-
lations, that is up to her. If she

gnant — married or
she should be.able to

have. an abortion if the birth of

will affect her general

health and welfare. Sexual
promiscuity is not the cause of
all unwanted pregnancies be-
cause the majority of women

y for an abortion are

Women potest d
horror of illegal abortion

and a woman might -forget to
take her pill, she said.

“Why shouldn’t an abortion
be granted under these circum-
stances?” .

“People don’t need laws to
govern their human relations,”
said another woman’s liberation
member, The crowd clapped
loudly. 30

The unwanted birth rate has
reached “‘epidemic proportions,”
said guest speaker Dr. Michael
Ball, director of student health
services at the U of A.

Illegitimate births have dou-
bled in the past 10 years. There
were 30,000 such ‘cases in Can-
ada last year.”

As a stopgap, Dr. Ball sug-
gested the setting up of volun-
teer agencies across Canada to
advise women where they can
go for a legal abortion, in Can-
ada or another country.
If a woman went abroad, shef§
could apply under medicare to
reimburse the medical costs,
he said. In the long run the cost

to the government would be less
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Other methods of birth con- |because of l‘ess unwanted '_B)irth's

trol have not been proven safe |fewer welfare paymenis _and

by -keeping women alive, 1 i3
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NOMEI'S CAUCUS
Room 6

307 West Broadway
Vanccuver, B.C.

March 19, 1970

Prime Minister P. E. Trudeau
and
The Ministers of Health and Justice
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa, Ontario
REs WOMEN'S RIGHTS - ABORTION

Dear Sirs:

We are FURIOUS WOMEN in a natiaon that does not recognize or respecﬁ our basic
rights as human beings and citizens cf Canada.

We charge the Government of Canada with violaticn of its responsibility and
trust to serve all of its citizens. We charge the Goverrmment of Canada with ths
fcllcwing:

1. Of being responsible for the MURDER BY ABORTION OF 2,000 CANADINN THOMEN
who die each year from illegal abortions.

_ 2. Of being responsible for the hospitalization and possible mutilation of
20,000 WOMEN, who enter hospitals for treatment of oomplications arising from
illagal abortions.

3. Of being respensible for the psychclogical, physiolomical and econcmic op-
pressicn and dagradaticn of thousands of women who are forced int~ uwantad mothar-
hocd and who depend on inadequate medicaticn over which theoy have no control (the
abuses of the pill and lack of adequate research into new methods of birth control
and abortion). We understand that the medical professicn and the hospitals share
this resposibility. But also we recognize that the situation would be greatly
alleviated if the Government met cur demands.

We, therefore, demand the f£ollowing:
A. That Noortion (Szcticn 237) be ramoved from th2 Criminal Code of Canada.

B. That all persons who have been convicted under Section 237 or 150 of the
Criminal Code of Canada be pardoned and that current prosecutions arising from
this scection be nullified.

C. That methods of safe birth contrcl for women and men be researched by the
Federal Govermment.

D. That now methods of abortion be rosearched by the Federal Goverrment, and
that both the birth contrcl information and methods of abortion be made public
and that this infcrmation be sent to all medical doctors and be taught in medical
schools.




Trudeau Letter Page 2

If another country rurdered 2,000 Canadian WOMEN the Canadian Government would
take immediate steps to stop the murders, and should the murdering not be stcoped,
the Government of Canada would probably call an BEmergency meeting and could quite
conceivably daclare war on that country.

Laws can be changed very quickly in wartime, in 2 state of national emargency.
The deaths of thousands of women and the tragedy ~f unwant»d pregnancies constitute
Such an emzrgency.

We, therefore, damand that an Emergency Meeting be called to end such carnage
of Canadian women by illegal aborticn.

The Vancouver Wamen's Caucus, along with other Wamen's Liberation groups have
declared the week beginning May Sth as Abortion Week throughout Canada. We will
be leaving Vancouver in a Cavalcade for Ottawa and will stop in cities and towns
along the way where cther Women's Liberation groups will join us.

We trust that we will be able to meet with the Prim: Minister, the Minister of
Justice, the Ministar of Health, and Mombers of Parliament.

The Federal Aborticn laws kill 2000 women a year. We consider the government of
Canada is in a state of war with the women of Canada. If steps are nct taken to im-
plement our demands by Monday, May 11, 1970 at 3-00 p.m., we will be forced to re-
spond by declaring war on the Canadian goverrment.

We are angry, furious women and we demanc our right to human dignity.

Yours 'til Repeal,

Copies/
Members of Parliament




THE MONTREAL STAR, FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1970

The Femis

r . : <
¢ )
L ' >

By MARGARET PENMAN

Special to The Star

TORONTO — Thousands of
women, a coffin at theirf@
head, will march on Parlia-
ment Hill in Ottawa tomor-
row. Drawn from militant
women's groups across the
country, they arz marching
Bltc make their demands for
legalized abortion heard.

Unfortunately, no govern-
ment officials will be there lo
hear them. They have been |
turned down by Prime Minis- |8
ter Trudeau, Health Minister
John Munro and Justice Min-
ister John Turner. The only
MPs who might possibly at-
tend the rally are NDP mem-
bers.

In the vanguard are repre-
sentatives of two Toronto
groups — the New Feminists,
and Women's Liberation
Movement — who, since last
autumn, have marched for
equal pay for nurses, joined
picket lines at a stocking fac-
tory, and held a sit-in at the
all-male Hart House dining
room in the University of To-
ronto.

Two weeks ago, they
S heiped occupy Simcoe Hall,
the University's administra-
® tive centre, in a successful
demand for more money for
their own day care centre.

But mostly, they have been
articulate. They pop up on
lo.cal television programs,
and are invited to speak at
more dinners and confer-
ences than they can manage.
As yet, the two groups have
not joined forces on any pro-
ject although they had tenta-
tive plans to hold an evening
of feminist theatre at Toron-
to's Saint Lawrence Centre,
in conjunction with the Wom-
en's group of the NDP. But
ideological differences pr e
vented their find'mdg a com-
mon meeting ground. _____

They havge'&'no_ plans to
storm magazine or newspa-
per editors’ offices, as their
New York sisters have done.
They prefer to work on spe-

§dark, pretty Ae af) al=
ried to a draft-dodger. She
came to the feminist move-
ment from the left-wing ac-
tivities in the U.S. 5.

Vlembers of the Lijberatio
groups don't hate men. But
they all are opposed to the
treatment of women as sex
objects. From there, the fem-
inisis spiinter into various
factions.

The Women's Liberation
Movement is Marxist. and
emphasizes changing the cap-
italistic basis 6f society.
About one third of its mem-
bers are university students,
the remaining two thirds
working girls and married
women.

It started as a study group,
with members preparing and
teading papers on the sociol-
ogical and psychological
bases. for the oppression of
women. For example, Freud-
ian psychology is seen as a
prop for the traditional no-
tions of male superiority.

“Freud”, in the words of
one Women’s Lib. member,
Mrs. Sylvia Haugo, “saw his
wife as a fragile creature
who had to stay at home and
be protected. The traditional
approach of psychology and
the family structure have
both buttressed capitalism in
this way. If a woman saw
herself on her own terms and
didn’t listen to her husband’s
complaints, there would be
no soothing over and the man
would complain to those ,in
charge. This would lead to-
wards the breakdown of the
existing capitalist structure.

“Our approach is to change
the capitalistic basis of so-
ciety and to change the atti-
tudes of men and women to
each other,” ¥
The movement takes a pos-

doing, they have suc-j
ceeded in annoying nfamy
men, but they have attracted
a lot- of wornhen ‘to their
cause.

Listening to their language,§
you .can understand why.
They liken their fight to that
of the Blacks and claim that
Woman Power will leave as
much of a mark on the 70s
as Black Power did on the
60s.

“We stand today where
Black emancipation was five
years ago,” said Mrs. Bonnie
Kreps. “Our job now is to
make women aware of them-
selves as a group. The
Blacks came to believe they
were inferior, and it's the
same with women. We must
use the media, marches and
sit-ins to make women start
thinking.”

But for all her talk of using
the media, Mrs. Kreps’s New
[Feminists won't talk to the

alls evoiulion comes fthe CTV television network.
@ vg_ut, says Mrs. Haugo. [ She explained that New
- ith tthat W;U also come the .Feminists see social roles de-
e'rrn}:msNrevo I;Jtlor}._ .veloping out of sexual differ
ef ew hetmmsts’bro.ke ences. “The role based o
away from the Women's Lib- the capacity to have childre
eration Movempnt, finding is made into a funection
them too Marxist, and are rather than a choice and
still in the process of organiz- other things follow,” she
mig. They have set them- <aid '
selves up in a house on : :
Mrs. Kreps does not de-
ige‘:e" tn‘;e;gegun}:z dStf::it; scribe herself as a “sexist,”
which in the sex war is the

own weekly business meet- : : s
s, and s i equivalent of a racist, bug_ i
g conduct orientation a man acts from a position

evenings — talks plus films — :
for women interested in be- of the male supremacist,

coming members. New Fem-
inists have about’ 150 mem-
bers now and aren't taking in
any more until they finalize
their constitution and mani-
festo. Eventually they hope
the Huntly Street house will
be a commune for some of
the girls to live in. From
their headquarters they pub-
lish a mimeographed newspa-
per, the New Feminist. 4
Characteristic topics in
their newspaper for March:
New Feminists led a dem-
onstration last year at City
Hall against inequalities -of
pay to male and female or-

She and her husband share
a house, or commune, in the
east-end, with five other
young people. Each person is
responsible for domestic du-
ties. -

The movement runs a day-
care centre on Sussex Street
for which they successfully
campaigned two weeks ago
and which they run on a co-
operative basis with the par-
ents. They also run a birth
conirol cenire. These days
they are concérned with re-
search into the safety of the
pill. And, of course, there is
their abortion campaign.

The Movement does nof see
the traditional family as nec-
essary.

“Men and women should
share a number of things, in-
ciuding the rearing of chil-
dren,” Mrs. Haugo said.
“Thai’s why we believe in
communes.

“It’s difficult to talk about
sexual shgring. Theoretically,
it could work out better, but
it doesn’t yet because we are
too socialized in our atti-
tudes.

“Many women in the group
are (rying to open up in
terms of sexual sharing. That
includes me. My husband is
rather reticent. As far as he
is concerned, he could not do
this. And if we did it, we
would have to reach some
understanding.”

The Toronto branch of the
Liberation Movement has

egos are built on our backs.
Real love is when you value
what the other person is. ‘But
most love is based on restric-
tion.

“In marriage, because
women are taught to relate
through husband or children,
and are measured through
them, they become less capa-
ble of living on their own
They become prone {o man-j
aging others’ lives and often
become nagging bitches.
Frustrated housewives are
the worst.”

- The St. Joan's International §
Alliance is small, but has
many distinguished members
in chapters around the world,
including leading women par-
liamentarians in Germany
and Scandinavia. It works
with, several international or-
ganizations.

The Alliance has observers
at the UN taking a keen in-
terest in slavery and child
marriage and had auditors at
the last Vatican Council
They also submitted a brief
to the Commission on the

clergy and for changes i
canon law. But we act in
many more areas. We co-0
erate with the British anti
slavery movement. Slavery igh

press these days. “We feel]
there has been too much pub
licity,”” they said, when I
asked for an interview this
week. All information about
the New Feminists comes
from interviews last winter.
But the Women’s Liberation
Movement, reticent last win-
ter, were only too pleased to
talk this spring.

Bonnie Kreps is a founding
member of New Feminists,
formed last spring, as a
splinter of the Women's Lib-
eration Movement, a left-
wing group,~ established in
November, 1968. There is a
third group, the St. Joan's In-
ternational Alliance, formed
50 years ago as the Catholic

exist in at least 18 countries.
What happens is that girls
are sold into domestic service

derlies at Greenacres Home
for the Aged in Newmarket.
They are joining the abortion
caravan for the march on Ot-
{awa. Last month :hey demon-
strated at a consumers con-
ference held by the Depart-
merce.

The membership of the
New Feminists .comes from

upper-middle class families
or are career women. Mrs
Kreps, 33, is married to.s
University of Toronlo phyil

arm of the suffragette move- i3 7- about 280 members, “We will 2 - i e Status of Women In this
cific needs such as,,{e,ber;lgg ment,_iypg}it..opggates--'at- én Pefigey ok il ” consider our.. goal~ achieved cist, She has 2 seven yegt o TR T T o Ty
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On April 27 a cavalcade of militant He decided that if they could afford the

females will storm out of Vancouver on trip it would be much simpler than try-

the journey to Ottawa and a hoped - for ing to get results here.

confrontation with Prime Minister Tru- “After all; if a pregnancy Is to be

deau over Canada's abortion laws. ended, it must be done before the third
The militant females call themselves month. Whkat of the woman who is

the Women's Caucus, and they have already two months pregnant? She can't

sister branches In most major centres afford to wait for weeks for the red

across the land — some of them under tape to be sorted out.”

the label Women’s Liberation Front. Not all the Women’s Caucus ammuni-
After picking up reinforcements at . tion is being fired in Ottawa's direction.

. Kamloops. Calgary, Edmonton, Saska- Several salvoes have been aimed in B.C.
toon, Regina, Winnipeg, Thunder Bay, Health Minister Loffmark’s corner, but
Sault St. Marie, Sudbury and Toronto, the ladles say they don't know if they've
they figure to have enmough weight and scored any direct hits.
momentum to force a special meeting They claim that although the abortion
with Trudeau, Health Minister Munro, law is a federal one, its administration is
Justice Minister Turner and assorted a provincial matter, and the B.C. govern-
MPs. ment could do a lot to slash away the red

The ladies seek a simple change in the tape.
abortion law: Get rid of the damned ~ -The Iadies say that Loffmark appears -
thing. to agree with the principle of liberalizing =
~=~. Women's Caucus spokesmen - they: - = the law’s application — but that he seems .-~
" have no list of offlcers — claim that be- " to be doing nothing concrete about it. :
‘tween 1,000 and 2,000 Canadian women The group asked Loffamrk to send out
. die each year because of illegal abortions an informative pamphlet about birth con-
~ - which they feel- forced- to undergo be- - --- . trol ‘and abortion regulations (along ‘the~ "
cause of ignorance, red tape, reluctant lines of Attorney-General Peterson's
doctors or -plain desperation. . pamphlet on. the new point system for
Humane aspects side, it costs taxpayers = . driving_ offences), but Loftmark refused,
-some $10 million a year in. hospital bills saying such a pamphlet might be otfen-

for women msimed by illlejt abortionists - = alve to some.
and millions .more to-care for the un. ° e . :
wanted children of women who have con-
_ tpued - their.. pregnancies against their :
~-.will, according to Caucus member Betsy
'Meadley. .

“We believe a woman should lnve . ; = : . : s v
jurisdiction over her own body,” she told Sm The. Caucus asked Loifmark to- set up = Liberal Leader Pat McGeer joined in the ...
the Express. “A doctor should end her -~ - a special hospital extension combimng, ., demands that Loffmark ease up on local
pregnancy at her request, but not even - o T the problems of birth control and un-: “-"" application procedures. i

2ol et e a doctor should have the flnal say ove.r =~ wanted pregnancies; again he refused. = -~ “The NDP position In the House is that
ot O g e what is to be dome. ... " The ladies demanded that Roman Cath- - the matter of an unwanted pregnancy

“Now, if you want an- abortlon, you go olic hospitals receiving grants or assist- should be between a woman and her
to your, doctor, and it he's convinced, he ~  ance from public funds be required to ' - goctor and on one else,” said Macdonald
refers you to a gynecologist or other perform therapeutic abortions as general who Is also a lawyer. o !
speclalist. The next step Is a report to go hospitals do. Loffmark hasn't acted on ““We feel the idea pf a wfom-'an s lppnca-:
before the ‘therapeutic abortion com- <7 ‘that, either. e o tion - for.an" abortlon _golfig befote.somd -:—:-}
mittee’' of a hospital, and the committee *  One shot was fired at the B.C. Medlcal committee, presumably an all male com- =~
makes the declsiog,, e ASSOCIation—Women's Caucus asked to - mittee, for final decision, is rather de-

‘It's true that most women who ge be allowed to attend 2 BCMA meeting to - gmﬂn'g for the woman involved.

" that far get the operation, but few get express views, but were turned down. 5 Fe AT
that far. Most women don't know the This is the response of the BCMA to : 5 "It’s more a personal’ _medlcal matter -d ¢
regulations, and often doctors won't the abortion law controversy: . -than anything else” * =07 & w30l e -,
volunteeer much Information because , “The association .takes _the stand that :7.-Other Opposition’ members have erities.
B _they're afraid ‘of” Pging ugged as “f " .our: doctors’ tiFty out Aacid inat asThR w1 X lzed the. abortion law application, esx:ec.l—1 '.‘
_abortionlsf.-— 3% ¢ ST “ally as. practiced by the. Vancouver Gen- - -

j: g.ik‘ bce‘ I"“ requi ~eral Hospital committee, as *“skimpy,”
L &.l'.:‘“wh:gwm '::d:m is also In when checked out against the number of
e ;omled realn;. and In the recently women wanting to terminate pregnancies.
ended session of the B.C. legislature, Meanwhile, an estimated 10,000 women
such Opposition members as Alex Mac- , dled In the US. last year because of
donald (NDP — Vancouver East) and lllegal abortlonists at work. It 1s rumored
that 40,000 women dled of the same
causes |n Italy last ycar.
_Canada's federal parllament has the
fial say  in°. whether this natlon con-
tiues'to-‘enfofce an abortion law. But it
seems up to Ralph Loffmark as to
whether any existing law Is applled
strictly—or humanely.

- whers the- lbaruon' law’

. = ._r,‘ "r'
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“Women shouldn't have to
beg for abortions. They should
stand up ang ask — it's their
right.”

There was a clanging of
pots then four girls made up
to look like white-faced, non-
descript doctors entered the
room and mounted the stage.

Following them was a preg-
nant, barefoot girl and two
other girls dressed like men.

Using these characters,
members of the Vancouver
Women's Caucus opened their
public meeting here Tues-
day night at the Unitarian
Church with a pantomime
depicting the dilemma a girl

* * *

She said recent liberaliza-
Hon of the abortion law hasn’t
hanged the situation much

that it merely legislates
what existed before.

She said there is a loop-
hole in the legislation that
would allow provincial gov-
ernments to set up clinics
that would give abortions,
birth control information and
pills and maternal care, but,
to date, no progress has been
made with the British Colum-
bia government.

The gynaecologist admitted
that the - “liberalized” abor-
tion law merely brought it up
lo the 1900 era but he noted
that many of the position
papers submitled by doctors
across the country went far
beyond * what was dnally
passed.

He said he believes pre-
vention is the answer to doing
away with unwanted preg-
nancies. “There are dangers
in doing an abortion, even
under the best conditions.”

e N

" Discussion see-sawed on and
off the topic. Such subjects as
why despite legalized abor-
lion in some countries, the
illegal birth rate is still ex-
ceedingly high, and just how
good current birth control
methods are, were talked out.

The doctor cautioned:
“Don’t make sweeping gen-
eralizations if you are trying
to reach those who are trying
to establish an argument for
legalizing abortion.”

He also suggested the
group might make more pro-
gress if it pushed other al-
ternatives, like education,
harder. - ‘

faces when her pregnancy is
unwanted.

Her plea for an sbortion to
the first doctor resulted in re-
jection on moral grounds. The
doctor stood by, his hands
raised in prayer.

The second doctor admon-
ished her for asking, while
pointing to a.mocked-up ver-
sion of the Criminal Code. The
third doctor, a gleam in his
eye, held up a bill for $500
and the fourth, with a Jarge
red heart pinned to his shirt,
agreed to the abortion, only
to be collared by twor sherlffs
who marched the doctor and
the girl off to jail

Known as “Guerrilla
Theatre,” this crude but point-
ed way of getting a group
warmed up to the subject will
be used by members of the ¥
Abortion Caravan as'it
journeys across the country.

But Tuesday night, it
took - the surprise presence of
a local gynaecologist to really
spark discussion.

Simply, the- women want
the right to have control over
their own bodies — whether
it be through use of birth
control methods, abortion or
sterilization. o

They look at abortion as ap
extension of birth control,
saying . the latter also stops
the potential for life. “The
lives of women,alré:%y hera

have to be, considered morg “Our (the medical profes-
important than thatof a twe slon) hands are d, let's
month-old foetus,” sald Mar face’it. Any change is gol:l\f
Cohen; to,hay e through poli-
TASer. dyt : ﬂﬂ i W

Though the caravan did pass
through the hospital’s parking
lot and paraded through the
of “abortion Is our right' a  downtown area, speakers blar-
band of Vancouver-based mili- ing, no demonstrations were
tant females arrived in Cal- held.
gary Tuesday night. Undaunted by the lack of

The four-vehicle cavalcade organization locally, the Van-
of Women's Caucus members couverites and the Calgary
left Vancouver Tuesday morn-  Eroup proceeded to the Utit-
ing on the first leg of a cross- aran Church to eat and pre-
"Canada crusade to change the  pare for a public meeting later
abortion law. They were met last night.
at the Happy Valley turn-off x *x *
by local Women's Union mem- Accompanying the caravan

By LYNNE RACH

|Herald SiaH Wriler]

With fists clenched and cries

beﬁm groups are off shoots of was a vas with Califoruis Bo
the leftist Women's Liberation encemp!ates dm{enmtf ye:r _Zi’é’
YUooamant month pregnant, Y )

unmarried girl.

Laure Guarnera, an attrac-
tive blonde from San Francis-
co, said she became interested
in joining the caravan while
visiting a friend in Vancouver.

She said she had consider-
ed abortion when she found
she was pregnant but that her
boyfriend talked her out of it

From the rendezvous, the
Abortion caravan, complete
with coffin to represent the
“2,000 women who die each
year in Canada” because they
seek illegal abortions, made
its way into the city to drop
leaflets at Foothills Hospital
and to demonstrate on the
downtown malL

Abortion Caravan On

BN s a0

couver Women's Caucus
boasts members who range in

and they are going to get mar-
ried. Her point, however, was
that if she had wanted an
abortion, the red tape involved
would likely have made it un-
obtainable,

Another woman travelling
with the caravan was a 40-
year-old mother of four who
said if her son had known
what day she was leaving, he  across the country, it expects
would have tried to prevent to pick up supporiers along
her. the way. A group of 200 plans

Betsy. Meadley, formerly of to join in Toronto to make the
Edmonton, and who now lives  final trek into Ottawa, where
in West Vancouver, got in- demonstrations are planned
volved with the abortion move-  for Mother's Day.

year-old saw them off and was
sorry she couldn't accompany
the caravan and be with the
action, She participated in the
suffragette movement in
1917.) ”

As the caravan moves

ment by working with a Plan- Their hopes of méeﬁng
ned Parenthood group. Prime Minister Trudeau,
* Health Minister Munro and

Justice Minister Turner don't
sound promising.

But they still plan to, deliver
an ultimatum. If steps are not
taken to implement their de-
mands by 3 p.m., May 1],
‘“‘we will be forced to respond
by declaring war on the Cana-
dian government.”

“My family objects to my
participation. They just can't
see the connection between
the two,” said Mrs. Meadley.

Average age of the women
is about 25, but members pre-
fer to say they represent all
ages of women on the abor-
tion issue. Indeed, -the Van-

age from 17 to 84. (The 84 °

{He Qo

. Exactly what this tactic in-
volves, they say is a Secret.”
S W i

Thelr demands, as stated in
an open letter to the prime
minister, include: ~ . -~
‘@ That .abortion (Section’
237) be removed  from the
Criminal Code of Canada; #
® That' all persons who
have been convicted under
Section 237 or 150 of the Crim-
inal Code of Canada be pard-
oned and that current prose-
cutions arising from the sec-
tion be nullified; :
® That methods of safe
birth control for women and
men be researched by the fed-
eral government; 52
® That new methods of
abortion be researched by the
federal government, and that
both the birth control informa-
tion and methods of abortion
be made public and that this
information be sent to all
medical doctors and be taught
in medical schools ] ‘

- P



JUDY DARCY

Toronto panel moderator

FRUMIE DIAMOND
At Town Hall meeting

By MARGARET WEIERS
*~ Star stalf writer

Prime MinisterPierre
Trudeau, Health Ministe
John Munro and Justice
Minister John Turner have
all declined to meet Cana-
da’s feminists when the
abortion caravan gets to Ot
tawa Saturday.

Marcy Cohen of Vancou
ver, a member of the Wom
en’s Liberation Movement
that organized the carava
that started its cross-Cana-
da journey from Vancouve
April 27, yesterday accused
the government of ‘‘gross
irrPsponsibih'ty to the wom-
en of Canada in not meetm
us.’

Marcy Cohen was one o
four speakers at a Town
Hall meeting at the St.
Lawrence Centre at noon
yesterday.

Flew ahead

Marcy Cohen and Dawn
Carrell, also of Vancouver,
have been travelling across
Canada, with the caravan
but flew ahead from1 Winni-
peg for the-noon meeting.

The wom en travelling
with the caravan—the 17
Vancouverites have now
been joined by 23 others
from Prarie cities — intend
to ask the government Sa-
turday to remove all legal
restrictions on abortions.

A woman alone has the
right to decide whether she
shall have an abortion, the
caravan’s supporters argue.

(At present, abortion in
Canada is legal if a hospi-
tal-approved committee de-
cides the life or health of
the mother s endangered.).

The two .Yancouver wom-
en saidﬂn Tallies

oro0ntomeeung,|
which featured a panel of
four speakers (the two Van-
couver women, moderator
Judy Darcy and Alma
Marks, both members of

M the Toronto Women's Liber-

ation Movement) and which

B was televised by the Cana-

dian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion, was more sympathetic
than hostile.

The speakers, who object
ed to- wearing makeup fo
television even though a
producer suggested their
faces would look washed
out on the screen, wouldn't
say whether they were mar

children. They,
supporters in the audience,

wore pants and boots and

ponchos in what almost
seemed to be a uniform.

abortion control clinic has
been operated in Vancou-
ver, 265 women have asked
for abortions (most of them
married) and only eight
were able to get them legal-
Iy. :

In addition to askmg the
government for the remova
of restrictions on abortion,
Marcy Cohen said the wom-
en wanted more researc
and information on birth
control methods.

She called especially for
research into non-drug
methods of birth control.

She also asked for com
munity-run birthcontro
tlinics staffed by wome
and supported financiall
on a 50-50 basis by the pro
vincial and federal govern
ments.

“We don’ t expect to get it
all right now,” shé said
“but we do ex Hheg_w
ernment af"}éast Jo take. ns
seriouslyh B2 2 S

Replying to ‘a question
rom - the “audience, Marcy
Cohen added that the cara-
an supporters (the women
travelling with the caravan
will be augmented in num-
ber by a contingent from
Toronto, one from the Mari-
timies, and Ottawa groups)
would be _“as militant " as
necessary”’ - in Ottawa on
Saturday.

A man in the audJence
took exception to women

He said the child’s fathen
ought {0 have something to
say about it.

“It’s misplaced zeal o
your part if you don't take

# into account that two people

are responsible,” he said.

MARILYN FREEMAN
Listens to abortion pleas

=g e g
CLENCHED FIST salute is. given. by: Marcy Cohen,
left, and Dawn Carrell, Vancouver members of women’s

beration group. ‘They are members of an abortion

caxavan trnvellmg to Otfawa . where th Al

- government ‘Saturday to remove all l@gx

ort abortions. They spoke ‘at Town Hall




The Abortion Caravan
sponsored by the .Women's
Liberation Movement,
which has travelled across
Canada {rom Vancouver
protesting Canada’s abor-
tion laws, reached Toronto
yesterday

The 50 women who ar-
rived expect to be joined by
about 300 Toronto women
for the final march on Otta-
wa Saturday, but it looks as
though it mich all be for no
purpose.

Prime Minister Trudeau
Justice Minister John Turn-
er and Health Minister
John -Munro all have re-
fused {0 meet the women.-

WLM members say the
politicians have purposely
scheduled out-of-town meet-
ings to avoid a confronta-
tion with the-protesters.

Yesterday, the group held
an open meetmg {o discuss
the abortion issue at the St..

DR, 1 AN S S e R )

300 expected to ]om abortlon march on Ottawa

Lawrence arls centre’s
Town Hall.

About 150 women, mostly
WLEM supporters, and a
handful of males listened to
four young women explain
their position on abortion.

Marcy Cohen, a Vancou-
ver student, said the group
wants an emergency ses-
sion of Parliament to be
called to have abortion laws
dropped immediately from
the Criminal Code,

She said WLM m{mbers

feel that so many women
die from illegal abortions
(approximately 1,000 every
year) that the situation
should be considered an
emergency.

They want all those dac-
tors who have been prose-
cuted for performing illegal
abo-tions to be pardoned
and reinstated in their med-
ical .practises.

The group is also calling

B mitted every night to To-

§ T R : ] THE TELEGRAM Toronto, Thurs., May7 1970

75

Women s Liberation Movement members Marcy Cohen (left) and Dawn Carroll.

for Government-funded
clinics controlled by women
to dispense information on
birth control and abortions
and {o give free maternity
health care.

" WLM members feel that |8
abortion is every woman’s
right and that not until she
has full control of the uses
of her body will she be
equal o men in society.

* They claim that from
three to five women are ad-

Female ﬁghters for
women’s rights will be off to
Ottawa Saturday to see Prime
Minister Pierre Trudeau—
whether he’s there to greet
them or not.

That's the word from Dawn
Carrell of Vancouver, a mem-
bér of what has been de-
scribed as an abortion cara-
van that has arrived here
from the West.

“Health  Minister John
Munro told us he’'d be at a
meeting of the World Health
Organization ' that day
Justice  Minister Turner
refused to meet us.”

A meeting is scheduled for
1:30 p.m. in the Railway Com-
mittee Room of the Parlia-
ment Buildings, Miss Carrell -
told a lunch-hour meeting yes-
terday in‘the Town Hall of the
St. Lawrence Centre. ™

rodto General Hospital suf-
fering from the effects of
illegal abortions.

Two men expressed opi-
nions counter tg the group’s
philosophy, but both avoid-
ed the issue of abortion.

Caravan supporters will
be bused .from. Toronto o
Ottawa and will march on
the Parliament Building,
Saturday afternoon.

Toc’:‘rfto G IOBE
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About half the 480 ‘seats
were filled, mostly with young
women munchmg sandwiches
and sympathetic to the cause
against current abortion laws.
* About 20 young men sat at-
the back and watched.

Miss Carrell talked about
the “‘constant buck-})assmg at
different levels of govern-
ment,” and the fear and gullt
high 'school students feel be-
cause information about birth |
control is not available in the |
high school system.

arcy Cohen, also “from
Vancouver, said the purpose
of the cavalcade is to make
clear to government the right
of women to have abortioms.:

Two members of the
- Women’s -Liberation Move-
ment, Alma Marks and Judy
Darcy. both of Toronto, also |
were on the platform. - --

From talking specifically
with hospital officials, Miss
Darcy said she learned that
from three to four women are
admitted every night to To-
rontoGeneral Hospital follow-
ing “botched up” abortion at-
tempts i

Toronto East General and
Orthopedic Hospital reported
between 300.and 550 a year.

A yellow-]acketed young
man later identified as Morris
Sabanski, a University of Wa-
terloo student, bounced to his
feet during the guestion pe-
ried to obgect to the women's
demands for more day care
centres.

“If you have your krds
gomg to day care centres
you're going to end up witha

said.

vade - Cambodia. *If. yowd
read the newspapers occasion
ally you'r see the Commies in:
vaded first and then the Am'

icans,” he said. ;
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" By BETTY PALIK

It was only a cardboard
cage but the young woman
inside yesterday didn’t try to
escape because she was act-
ing out a symbolic protest
against the enslavement of
Canadian women. ’

“This is supposed to be a
super-visual  statement of
women’s condition,” Sarah
Yardley, 20, said from behind
her bars in Phillips Square.
Her fellow feminists distrib-
uted pamphlets on abortion
to passers-by.

When a photographer asked
her to “grip the bars for ef-
fect,” she retorted, “I’m not
-going to do stunts for you!”.

She had more important is-
sues fo impress upon the
public — such as the Abor-
tion Caravan to Ottawa this
Saturday. S

Miss Yardley is also going
to take her cage to Ottawa
as a symbol.

On her cage were signs
saying, “Femina Sapiens,
Quebec, circa 1970.”

Statf Pholo by Adrian Lunny

The Front de Liberation
des Femmes won't be joining
other’ women's liberation
groups when they march on
Ottawa tomorrow hecause
they feel to do 'so would be
contrary to their political
views.

The FLF, however, has
sent their English-speaking
counterparts a letter express-
ing their solidarity and sup-
port of the march. And on
Sunday members of the FLF
will be marching through

LF won’t be aln,

but backs English

Montreal alongside members
of the Montreal group of
Women’s Liberation calling
for free aboriions ‘“on de-
mand.”

“We refuse to manifest in
front of a government whose
jurisdiction over our country,
Quebec, we do not recog-
nize,” they said in explana-
tion of their refusal to join
the Ottawa march. The FLF
is a self-avowed radical left-
ist movement.

Their slogan is ‘“no free
Quebec without free women.”

T

At a meeting 1o organize
their participation in Sun-
day's march from Jeanne
Mance park to Lafontaine
Park and then to the Univer-
sity Settlement for an eve-
ning in the forum, the young
women of the FLF discussed
abortions. The right for any
woman to have an abortion,
they said, was just one of the
many reforms they would
like to see.

“But really we want to
change the whole structure of
society,” one said.

“We won't go into that
now. We are planning our pa-
rade,” another ipterjected.

“Sunday is Mother’s Day,
though, and we should do
something about that,” an at
tractive young mother said.
This opened a whole new dis-
cussion on what would be the
best method of debunking
Mother's Day without upset-
ting the feelings of women
who liked the idea. ‘

Finally, it was agreed that
members of the FLF would
carry signs like ‘Mother’
Day is one day — Father’s
Day is 364 days a year,” and
hand out pamphlets explain-
ing how soclety “uses”

et AT, 0

women. CHRLSEL
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" By JAMES TOST

_Just two days before the
nation’s tribute to Mother,
the antl - unwanted - mother-
hood leaders gathered in Ot-
tawa to protest against
restrictive abortion laws.

Four carloads of a cross-
the-country cavalcade, which
began April 26 in Vancouver,
pulled into the Shoppers City
plaza on Baseline Road about
6.30 p.m. Friday-

Shouting words of encour-
agement to the 30 Ottawa
‘women waiting to greet them,
the cavalcade women left
their cars to generate an im-
promptu rally on the spot.

Fists raised in the march-
Ing sign of the Women's
Liberation - Movement, the
gathering, consisting mainly
of woiaen in their late teens
or éarly twenties, began sing-
ing victory hymns.

- “Hold the  fort, we are

come . . .” sang the women
who place the right to free-
dom of abortion on a par
with freedom of speech.

GUERRILLA THEATRE
Complementing the deter-
mined * faces of  shirt-and-
pants attired women was a
guerrilla theatre performance
{llustrating the frustrated

the throes of rejection by un-
ylelding ' figures ‘of law and
'mediclne.
. “We've come to seek an
end to the laws against abor-
tion .., We want opr rights,”
announced a Winnipeg caval-
cade member to the cheers of
her cohorts.

- While the women had their
an a male supporter stood

coming . ... Victory -will ..

pregnant Canadian woman in " therapeutic abortion where a

b. with his 12-months-old |

S

Ul t

CCI

de Hits cr

daughter perched on his'
shoulders. 5 2

“Sure I'm sympathetic.. . .
They've been denied their
rights of petition . . . But I've,
supported unpopular causes‘
before,” commented Henry'
Rucker, a government econ- ;
omist and husband of an
Ottawa Women's Liberation g
member, Y

Banners. carried by the u
women bore messages like £
“lllegal Abortions Kill 12,000
a Year in North America.” .,

In Canada, hospitals in six ' ¢
provinces carried out 235
therapeutic abortions in the
first three months of 1970,
Dominion Bureau of Statls-
tics figures show.’

The provinces included in.
the study are Prince Edward
Island, Nova Scotia, New’
Brunswick, Saskatchewan, Al-}
berta and British Columbia,
PERSONAL SURVEYS: - ~

Although DBS has no simi-
lar figures on illegal' abor-

: MEN'S L]:BERATION MOVEMENT SYMPATHIZERS e e

tions, Women's Liberation X
figures, gleaned from per: 12-month-old daughter show- a. spontaneous rally Friday at Shoppers City plaza
sonal ' surveys, claim 2,000 men’s Liberation Movement on Baseline Road, following the arrival of a cavalcade

rtion law from the Criminal from Vancouver. The group plans a demonstration

Canadian women die each
year from illegal abortions
while 20,000 women are
hospitalized due to complica-
tions of illegal abortions.-
Federal law on abortion,
revised last year, allows

on the Hill today. {Journal Pholo by Dominlon Wide)

The two were among 40 persons gathered for

' FREE ABORTION LAWS

Cheers and fists raised in thé sign of the Women's
Liberation Movement greeted a guerrilla theatre pro- ..
“duction illustrating a pregnant Canadian woman facing
rejection by the medical and legal institutions. The
performance highlighted an impromptu women's rally
Friday. (Journal Photo by Doinlnlon Wide)

hospital committee certifies
that continued pregnancy will
endanger the mother's health,

Ottawa Women's Libera-
tion spokesman Jackie Lar-
kin Brown said about 1,000
women—to bus, hike or drive
in {rom Toronto, Montreal,
Kingston and other centres
are expected to gather at 1
p.m, Saturday on Parliament
Hill to demonstrate for the

amend the law further at the
present time,.

Although “both government
figures are not expected to
greet the women Saturday, a
counter anti-abortion group of
women, the Alliance for Life,
has indicated it will be
present, -~

removal of all abortion law
from the Criminal Code.
Prime Minister Trudeau,
who along with Justice Min-
ister John Turner is being
sought by the women for
discussions on abortion, told
the Commons Friday the gov-
ernment does not intend to'
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- By SANDRA DOLAN

Yesterday was Mother's Day. A
bright beautiful Mother’s Day. And
hundreds of Mummies and Daddies
were out in Lafontaine Park with their
children. : ’ -

When a strange group came march-,
ing in, There, two by two, were some 80
young women, an assoriment of hus-
bands and boyfriends, a dozen or two
children, a couplé of babies and two
dogs. And they were all, including the
children and dogs, protesting Canada’s
abortion laws. :

What they were asking was that
women be given the right to choose if
and when' they wanted to become
mothers. ““Abortions are our right,”
and “Bourassa, we want 100,000 abor-
tions™ their placards read.

At present between 10,000 and -25,-
000 Quebec women have illegal abor-
nm}s each year and many result in
serious complications and often death.
The law allows a committee of doctors
to decide if a woman can Have an
abortion for health reasons but ‘since
the Jaw was passed some nine months
ago these committees have permitted
very few abortions — probably less
“than 100 in Quebec. I

“Yourecriminals, criminals,”
shouted an elderly man as the group
settled down on the grass for an infor-
mal teach-in and pantomimes. The
group had set out from Jeanne Maxnce
Park just after 2 p.m. and walked

down to Lafontaine Park for their B

meeting. : IR TR e S

The first act came from Ottawa. A
girl with a white sweater about her
ears acted the part of a deaf judge; a
boy in a white coat, a stubborn doctor;
and a girl in a gold cape, an insensate
society matron. To their horror_they
;.ere set up by two desperate nnwill-

A girl named Ellen, a young mar-J

ried member of Women's Liberation,
read a brief the Abortion Caravan in

Ottawa had drawn' up. “We are not
against mothers, wives or motherhood
for those that want,” said Ellen in
the preface {o her talk. . :

But, she said, for those that don't
want there should be “community-con-
trolled” clinics to provide free birth
control information and contraceptives,
painless abortions on demand.

“Besides the right to have our chil-
dren when we want them, we demand
the means to bear and raise them as
they deserve,” she read and men-
toined adequate pre-natal and post-na-
tal care, low-cost housing for mothers
alone with children and .subsidized
child-care centres. . !

" “What utter garbage,” said a yoiung
unmarried male. “You wouldn’t say
that if you were a female,” a woman
answered. 75 J

Then Marie Claire from the Front
de Liberation des Femmes started {o
chant:

* “To have babies évery year.”
ez By (s AR CRs (4 AR Sl e Y |
And the group responded ‘‘nous
sommes tané” (we are fed up.)
“To wear midis, minis, maxis.”
“‘We are fed up.” & e
“To read Lga“ﬁ'q.g,lairg, Marie
France and Chatelaine.” = -
“We are fed up.” - ’
“To be typed up, classified and
badly paid.” ,
“We are fed up.” .
“To be denied day in day out fo
make decisions. i !
“We are fed up.” O
And all together they shouted
“Happy Mother's Day to all.”” .51 7

st
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her in contact with a doctor.

thing with the other girl if you do.”

home, it’s
s o Tes

One young woman told a pro-abor-
tion group last night of having to
phone a barber shop, ask for a man
named Sam, and then ask Sam to put

Another said she had been driven
across Montreal by night {o meet an
abortionist. “He told me not to scream
because ‘I won't be able to do any-

They both had difficulty raising
money for the exhorbitant price the
doctor charged. They both were
scared and the operation was painful
and without anaesthetic. Both were

. u abortion board E _
doctor tells women’s group

lucky. They had contacts and friends.
And nefther became infected as a
result.

“The situation is absolutely intoler-
able. It is a shame any woman has to
go through all that to get an abor-
tion,” Dr. Henry Morgentaler, a gen-
eral practitioner and member of the
Humanist Society told members of the
Womens Liberation and the Front. de
Liberation des Femmes at the Univer-
sity Settlement. .

Dr. Morgentaler, however, doesn’t
blame the present situation on the
abortion laws. He believes they are

staft Photo by Blll Rob!on\

This mother of six talked yesterday of the need for better re-natal
and post-natal care and the need for day-care centres. nd who
would know better than she? Yesterday she marched with her two
eldest boys. When asked where the others were she replied “At
Mother's Day. But 364 days a year, all six are ‘her’
onsibility —- ‘and thefe is a seventh on thé way. < " * S ZAY Slmdns Tgald, e semm o i

adequate but badly applied by Conserv-
tative old doctors on the hospitals’
abortion boards. o
In the first six months after the
law came into existence, August, 1969,
the Canadian abortion boards granted
236 legal abortions. “One woman in
every 1,000 who had an abortion bené:
fitted from the new law.t * -7 AE
Dr. Irene Simons, director of fam-
ily planning at the Montreal General
Hospital, estimates that every Mont-
real hospital has an average ‘of 10
patients a week brought in following a
self-inflicted or messed-up job of abor-
tion. ‘ SRS V)
“P've seen hundreds. I've seen girls
who have tried to abort with a switch-
blade, knitting needles, coat hangers
and soapsud douches. * - ° ¢
“I seen several women die horrible
deaths. Some recover and still others
have to have a hysterectomy,” "she
said. : LRI
Dr. Simons said doctors who- are
against legalized abortions for all who
want them give many reasons includ-
ing: all abortions are murders; they
would take up too many ‘hospital beds
(actually most could be done in- the
‘ outpatients clinic) many girls will not
use contraceptives and rely on abor-
tions; girls will feel guilty; girls will
be pressured into having-an abortlon;
and many girls get pregnant dell-
berately and would continue to do s'g* l£

abortions were made easy. " %)
. “The only argument I chf_agree
with is the last one.'There are Some
girls who get pregnant deliberately el-
ther because they are opting out, look-
ing for sympathy or trying to manipu-
late some man into mdrrying them. *i4
“Consultation iS the ‘answer other
wise they well keep coming %" D
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Abortlon Caravan
s1ts 11;_1 at 24 Sussex

: By SUSAN’ BECKEE b mg the repeal of abortion  They chanted “free abor-
— v&-“";{mr dg'f laws.,‘, LA tion” and ‘“‘we want Tru-
e grounds o 3 deau,” and placed a mock

Pr_:i me Mmlstgr Trudeau’s Paornh;r‘nazri tomill:eeatﬂgemth:; black coffin, pa wreath and
residence were invaded: Sat-- Sabroks ed through Otawa's what they called the tools of

urday by an estimated 150 . businsss “section were repre- illegal ‘abortion — including a

(ti:;x:o:fat:‘:::;s - agf)ﬁ;!:;dmbg sentatives of the anti-abortion 03t hanger — before more

group Alliance for Life After than 15 sﬂen_t ‘Police. .

e . e Comtal G il demonstaton art o orden, Gibamn, e gine

Palice and a few of thé . the “Abortion Caravan ‘group, . tary, told them that Mr. Tru-
protestersbngagedma‘ whoseleadersexpljessed-d t b d that
minor scuffle before. a half- 2Pger that no government ufau e tome i "?
hour sitin began outside Mr.  -TEPresentatives were present a(]!ly t: ereu-no e Sl
TrudeausSussex Street - at a meeting inside the €& !he police pigs. .
ol s Centre Block, marched to the 'The group disbursed quietly

The. sit-in folloﬁéd a pe!zic& B pr ime' minister’s ’“‘de‘_’?e‘ fof:veerd fﬁzr ;efpggietmth:er:o[ﬁlr;
ful Parliament Hill ‘demon- ~ Consisting mostly of young pear the canopied entrance lo
stration at which, about 400" women from feminist groups the house.
persons favoring that abor- across Canada, they linked On Parliament Hill the
tion be made a malter be-. arms-and chanted “Trudeau rally was received by David
tween a woman and her doc- ‘coward” as they moved Jewis ND P —~York south,
tor gathered in juptaposition steadily toward a line of Gerald W. Baldwin PC—
to about 60 persons challeng- RCMP at the entrance of the peace River, Lorne Nystrom
ing their cause. official grey stone residence.  NDP—Yorkton-Melville and

The larger group repre- They forced police back {o- Grace Maclnnis NDP—Van-
sented the climax of Abortion wards the house until a few of couver-Kingsiway.
Caravan, a predominantly-fe- them were grabbed when they The Alliance for- Life dis-
male group which has moved tried to break through, after tribuled leaflets chal.engmg
from Vancouver across Can- which they sat in a wide semi- the larger group's abortion
ada in recent weeks advocat- - ‘circle across the driveway. statistics.

-~

CP Wirephoto

PRO’I‘EST CAN A’S ABORTION LAWS: Some of the 300 demonstrators who marched
“(on Parliament Hill Saturday in protest of Canada’s abortion laws. The women, fror’n
all parts of the country, sang, enacted plays and denounced what they call Canada

" backward abortion laws. They were not met by any government official.




Two different views

DEMONSTRATORS urging freer abortions and
others protesting legalized abortions mingle briefly have staged a series of demonstrations there recent

on' Parliament Hill. Those seeking freer abortions

) *
Easy Abortion
Termed Cancer
Of Women’s Rights"

The push for easy abortion
is the ‘cancer’ of the wo-
men’s rights movement,” Mary
Cooper, secretary of the Afli-
ance for Life, said in a state-
ment Sunday.,

‘Some 35 supporters of the

MqAlliance — a group opposing
further liberalization of Can-
ada’s abortion laws — held a

gsilent protest before and dur-

ing a larger pro-abortion
demonstration on parliament
hill Saturday by AntsAbprtion
Law supporters.

“We believe the women's
liberation movement -(which
spearheaded the anti-abortion
law demonstration) may be in-
creasing the number of illegal
abortions, by persuading wo-
men abortion is all right,” Mrs.
Cooper said. +

The 800-member Alliance

Halso chalenged anti -~abortion,
law group claims, that up to

,000 women have died ir Can-

ida’ as. a result of 1llegaL‘

hbortions.a. -

‘ABORTION KILLS’

Supporters of the Alliance for Life, an 800- member group opposed to"'"ﬁli‘éét
liberalization of Canada’s abortion laws, tour around the Parliament Hill grpunds, -
avoiding-a larger group of pro-abortion demonstrators, Satu:day. The alhance sup— >

’ porte;s staged a silent counter-protest. =i~ » s w N s
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5 By'Sheila McCook
5 , Citlzen staff writer
~“Big - Brother” wasn't
watching Nor was he hsten
mg g

Saturdays demonst.rauon
to demand -repeal of abor-
tion’ legislation from the
Criminal = Code, - marched
from the 'Supreme "Court,
wound- through downtown
streets, “settled - on Parlia-
ment Hill for some speecheés
then moved in to the railway
committee - Toom  to say; a
few more words: ¢ .-.- -
il No one from the govem
ment came to listen.

Frustrated and angry, the -

marchers, most of them
women, headed off to 24

Prime Minister. Trudeau. out
of his residence to hear
their demands, .

They were told he was
notln.,r “ 1 4f.~~u r.-'A )

Mr, Trudeaus 'ex‘ecutive

assistant " Gordon-  Gibson
told’ the crowj of about 150
who had ‘puished " through
Royal~ Canadian Mounted
Police lnes" and sat on the-
prime ministerial front lawn
that no government official
was available to hear them.

The demonstratron which
.at its height ' numbered
about 500, was a,mergmg of
feminist groupsfrom major
cities from ‘Vancouver to .

tion from . the ~Criminal .
Code. Their stand is-that re-
‘cent liberalization of abor-
tion laws had done nothing
to i improve women's changes
of 'gaining a legal abortion. .

Estimates are .that, be-

- cause’ of red fape, ‘one or

two in a hundred- Canadian
dbortions are legal, feminin-
ists say.. :

: “Getting -~ a_ lobotomy,
(brain surgery) does mot re-

. Quire the sanction of com--
Sussex in hopes’ of flushing

mittee approval” ‘said Nan-
cy Peterson of Toronio*who
criticized the system of hos-
pital committees which
were left to decide the fate
of a° woman requesting a
therapeutic abortion.

“humiliating” and “undigni- -
fied,” the committees, along .
with reluctant doctors, med- .

,_ica.l associations ‘and politi- '

cians, were charged with de-
nying women control over .
their own "bodies and with

discriminating agamst the |
poor.

Toronto welfare recipient |
Doris Power, mother of |
three and elght months |

turned, down when she re-
quested an abortion,-
. A medical doctor and two

psychiatrists had interro- .

gated her with quesuons

“unrelated to my feelings E

about the chﬂd or about its
welfare.”

“They asked e how I got
pregnant.”’ - -

Stenhzatmn offer

Applicants who were on
welfare, .she said, - were
asked if they would submit
to sterilization in return for
a legal abortion, but “if a
woman agrees, shes lost all
power.to make any future -
decisions over’ her own

L Sody LR

Besides - asking for abor-
tion on demand, the march-
- ers sald- they ‘had. come to
ask .the government to pro-
vide' ‘access:to : free birth
control “for: dll ‘women' and
for clinics. that would pro-
vide birth control, abortions
0. gemanda . ana re-and

- Montreal who urged femov- pregnant, said she had been | Squeezed lito the railway,

“al of any mention of abor-

e ost-naET car"“ﬁl' to be ﬁ
nanced by federal and pro-
vincial funds.

Reading -a. brief to" the
turbulent crowd of 400

committee room for twa
.hours in the : aftermoon,
Judy Darcy of Toronto re-!
ceived thunderous applause

" | altering to more immediate

Early :portions of - ‘the
marchy were marked with
singing bf" women's libera-
tion 'songs, with the mood

! anger when-no government
offnc.ials showed up.

- Only MPs to show were
New Democrats David Lew--
.is,... Grace " "Mac[niis and
Lorne Nystrom, and Conser-
vative whip Gerald Baldwin.

Dodie' Walker of Vancou-

, The only MP to_.address: = K 1eITing, to” the sgores o
the meeting was' Mrs.-Ma 4 soung women \yho Had sunz
Innis 'who informed ! liberation songs ox their way
dience that she has had.a* to the Parliament" Bml gs.
resolution for ,removaa, .of - she rema;rk o ‘
abortion la,ws from the young.
Crirninal Code on- the order-: of . tho:
_paper two yea’i;él:"She urged . on th
the women to" giretilite a pe- )

5" S e s
other govemment members Another welfare recipient

“If you can break-up the, and mother of five told the
solid ranks of the govern- women’s liberation mem-

- ver charged the government

1 with - “extreme arrogance”

- and “gtoss irresponsibility” "

“{or its failure to send a rep-

| resentative. She said efforts

to bring the prime minister,”
Justice Minister Turner and
Health Minister Munro - to |
the rally stdrted March 19.

‘Miss Walker accused Mr. !
Munro of breaking a verbal
commitment made in - Sas-
. katchewan to thé effect that

he would meet with the

bortion cara-
.¢In this soclety, coucem ! crdss-country -a :
1 for the foetus ' is “not | van when_ it arrived in Otta. |

matched by an equal - -com-, W2
cern for the living child ™, - Remrn demanded-

A comparatively silent; pa-‘
rade of about 40 anti-abor-° Mr. Mumro, at- a World

tion protesters, including Health Organization meet-

when she said:

" members of the Alliance for. ing in Geneva, has been

Life, " had  circled ‘.the  sent a -telegram which in

grounds of Parliament mn part, reads: “You cannot es- :
pro-abortion cape your responsrbx]me”s to. :
hundreds, rallied both' out- ‘‘the "women -of *Canada.” It

while  the

*.demands his.return by to-
Three anti-abortion mem-' day to meet with demon-,
bers were asked to leave the - stra;ttgl‘rs remal;mng in- the
meeting inside the buil cap e
-but minaged to stay d‘:ng Citing. “buck passmg’ at
arguing that it had been every level,  Miss - Walker
Publxcized as a public meet. - said_petitions .to provineial
jng Herds, < Cc.governments - asking r.- for-
“There was no trouble with; abortion reforms had. netted
. police durihg the 5% hours ‘replies .that . responsibllity
of actlvity, apart from lrthe laywswith :@:edenl
.minor surge. through police . m
lines atmtlhfeg prime minister’s ;. i fession, - Maqie asSOdld
residence. i ﬁops,\ ;neanwpﬂq, Jhad- to
. thém to
government.” .’

side and in. : . i

tl;e tederal mk't

ment, - then ‘you'vé-~done bers to “pl
o : Please don't be so
| _sol‘n?thmEﬁdlShe bsealffn a o intellectual . . . please come
‘Tm solidly- y ;. to the people who need it

| she told the women.” .
Canadian abortiorn m, T u:;‘ge ;:s*;’:j et:lg hell out of

Symbollc coffin

By six in the evemﬁg. on
e grounds of 24 Sussex,

were “archaxc” said a speak-
-er, Dr. Henry Morgentaler,
| president ‘of the. Humanist' th

Asls:aastateum o Crnaudtilde the 'the last supporters were f"\
? a: ment o na-]J 3 itted to deposit a
i meeting he said that 1,000 ——cbo posi

Canadign women died each ~ wreath-topped ~coffin, com-

result of back:al-
{:ﬁbﬁn aons =T’ * | had died from butchered .or

' -self-induced abortions” near
Quoting "2 recent poll “S€
.| which’ indicated that 44 per | the Prlme minister’s front

cent .of Canadians_were in y SteP
~‘favor ' of 'abortion’ on re-l W‘ﬂ‘ the black coffin

memorating women who

. u were instruments of quack
mﬂh mdngh?ipggn abortions, the. caravan's
otild swi:m along  those. brief and a card which read:
E‘(:)‘ési- - “Every child a wanted

ozt 31 L-'-q.*,i’_zf};ﬁ' +  child.” af P
ohg §upport” i .3 .7 .  Sunday. ternoon, ter
Su:.oseu ?I'?Piw strategy .sessions,.: spokes-

¢ “For; every.; Woman :.

toda),'jlthfe:g.1 a&%lﬁo 009;
who

ex?Dxms Pov:erxmtoumed the | heard from the” government

meeting indtors :that.when by the end of the question

she fold: the | commitfe | period in’the  Commons to-

.doctors: that tmiany: people | "day, they ‘would “declare

s mo war on the government.” .
‘hadillegala ;’ rﬂqm,ﬁh# “'Theéy warned that when

{h men for. the. movement staf:
9.. ed that if they had not

; had ‘rep y (i3
‘out:of> they returned to their home
heel;_y fnd J!e!l y 5. tow}z,rs they planned to mobi-
p 3a lize pressure upon hospitals
‘We!the POQB ed ;fder to gain abortions for anyone
a-! W the i dik phoved .1 o-" who sought the ,operation.
| the: rug 9"‘ gu: chgal ““If the government refus-

,_.ﬁ L estodeal with us this - week.
e d they. will \(q)'io face

aY the. Hospitals” warnad
na 'Wood. nf Taronto. *;

ession.”.”
!us

ad

Atk




For Free Abortion’ Laws

_Some 150 angry feminists laid| Earlier the group had staged|ing, “this uterus is not govern-|group into a committee room m
seige to Prime Minister Tru-|a peaceful demonstration on|ment property."” the parliament buildings. :
deau’s residence Saturday _de-|the hill. The group, 400 strong, On parliament hill they were[ Just before the’ meEtlng
manding . that statutes on|wants abortion to be made a|met by 35 members of an|started the abortionist™ group
abortion be removed from the|private ‘matter = between a|opposing group, the AMiancejthreatened to throw out some
Criminal Code. woman and her doctor. For Life, which had been|Alliance for Life members.
The group “fs part olf §n In addition-to removing alk :llen}ls{ fﬂ@ketmz by the cen-| put it. was decided” the)',
A::I-}?’ bom?‘; fgw vc ar;/:o:i:e: abortion - provisions from the|tennial Hame could stay. because’ "they are
RG] IOVRE, ook 1 Criminal Cbde, the group wants| Grace Maclnnes (NDP Van-|women.” S
across Canada in recent weeks. : . couver-Kingsway) advised the|
They staged a demonstration on to provide free, safe birth con-| 4y i Caravan demonstra- e meetmg mdxcated t'he
parliament hill protesting what/|trol for all women and set Upitors to petition members of [VOMEN want immediate action,
they say  are "unfair abortion|women's community - cdntrolled | Parliament. A telegram ‘was sent to Health'
laws. clinics giving abortion on de-| Doris Power, of Toronto, a|Minister Munro telling him it is
RCMP and city pohce en- = ;
gaged in a minor scuffie with mand as well as pre-natal and |pregnant member of the demon- urgent he return from a World
the demonstrators before an |post-natal care. ;stragon Salld shel had been re-|Health Organization meeting in
hour-an-a-half sit-in began out-| The Criminal Code, revised al;se i a 3g a {.)herapelxlxtlc Geneva by Monday. - B
side the PM's resndence on|last year, permits therapeutic{2dortion and was being "ex-|. If no government action
ploited” by a situation she{comes by Monday, Organizerg

Sussex Street. . - abortions where a hospital 1d
Cries of “Iree abortion” and | committee of doctors rules that{couldn’t control. say the march on the PM’s

“Trudeau coward” filled the|a pregnant woman's health is| “To send me around with a|residence is only-a sign of
air as the group surged|endangered. . B petition is just not the[things to come. One orgamzér‘
through police lines. Most ofl Many demonstrators worejanswer, " she said. said: “We, will declare ‘war "on
the demonstrators  stopped

placards across their loins say- Mrs. Maclnnes invited the'the Canadian government.”
ithin 20 yards of the house,

averting serious violence with

A

PRO-ABORTION GROUI:; RUSHES POLICE LINE

RCMP officers attempt ta turn back demonst}a- © way to the group and allowed them to place a coffin— police.
tors of the Abortion Caravan who linked arms to symbolizing the deaths of Canadian women from illegal Unable to speak to Mr. Tru-
. crash police lines at the entrance to the Prime Minis- abortions—at the doorstep of the pnme minister's the demeonstrators de-

ter’s residencé at Ottawa Saturday following a ‘home. @ . ")

demonstration on Parliament Hill. Police finally gave some “jtems of abortion,” ‘in-

luding a coathanger, on the
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ABORTION PROTESTERS Lome Nystrom (NDP—
Yorkton-Melvillé), right, and his wife Gayle were among
300 demonstrators who marched on the Hill Saturday.

~CP Fne.0 .

By STAN McDOWELL
Star staif writer

OTTAWA—Prime Minis-
ter Pierre Trudeau was
burned in effigy, called a
murderer and had a coffin
planted on his doorstep Sa-
turday in a chain of de-
monstrations linking sup-
porters of free abortion with
opponents of the Viet Nam
war and a handful of Que-
bec separatists.

The black coffin left on
the doorstep of the prime
minister’s house at 24 Sus-
sex Drive had been carted
across the country in an
Abortion Caravan organized
by the Vancouver Women’s
Liberation movement.

It represented Canadian
women who die at the
hands of back alley abor-
tionists after being refused
legal operations to end un-
wanted pregnancy.

Women's Liberation lead-
ers marched to the Trudeau
residence after an afternoon
demonstration attended by
some 400 people on Parlia-
ment Hill.

In the evening many of
them returned to join mem-
bers of the Viet Nam Mobil-
ization Committee and the
ultra-left Students For A
Democratic Society for a

B Viet Nam demonstration at
the National War Memo-
! rial at which Trudeau and

President Richard Nixon
were burned in effigy.

At both demonstrations
there were.chants, in
French, of “Trudgau Assas-

sin” (Trudeanq murderer),

3

and picket signs calling for
“liberated women in a free
Quebec.”

Despite a small counter-
demonstration on Parlia-
ment Hill by anti-abortion
Alliance For Life, and a few
objectors among the 150 de-
monstrators at the War Me-
morial when Trudeau was
burned in effigy, there was
no violence. =~ -

The only police interven-
tion came when RCMP
asked demonstrators to
move the effigies a few feet
away from ‘wreaths -that
had been placed at the War
Memorial on the 25th anniv-
ersary of V-E Day Friday,
“so you won't burn the flow-
ers.” .

At the Parliament Hill de-

monstrations, attended
mainly by young members
of the Women's Liberation

Movement, including two_

busloads from Toronto,
Dawn Carrell of -the Van-

, couver WLM complained

that Health Minister John
Munro had. gone to a world
health conference im Gene-
va instead of staying in Ot-
tawa to meet the Abortion
Carvan. 3

“He cares more about the
health of the women of the
world than he does about
tile health of Canadian wo-
men,” she charged.

After the public demons-
tration the women moved in
to the railway committee
room in the Parliament Hill
centre block, made avail-
able for them by the gov-
ernment.

Abortion backers umP
coffin at PM’s door |

But finding no govern- |

ment spokesman there to
meet them, the leaders and

a militant minority among.

their supporters decided to
take their symbolic coffin to

‘Trudeau’s doorstep.

In Trudeau's absence,
making last-minute prepar-
ations for his Pacific tour
which began yesterday,
they were met by the Prime
Minister's appointments se-
cretary, Gordon Gibson.

But any hope of dialogue
collapsed when Gibson ad-
dressed one of the women

as ‘“‘Miss,” a title which,-

like “Mrs."” Women's Liber-
ation militants reject.
He was shouted down in

-spite of his explanation-that

he was only saying ‘‘what
my mother always taught
me." . . :
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By MAGGIE SIGGINS
Telegram Staff Reporter

OTTAWA — A casket topped with
instruments of illegal abortion —
coat hangers, a bottle of Lysol and
a wreath — was placed on the door-
step of Prime Minister Trudeau's
residence Saturday as part of a
protest against Canadian abortion
laws. ‘ .

__About 650 women and 50 men

from across Canada, carrying signs
which read The State Does Not Be-

| long In The Uterus Of The Nation

and We Are Furious Females, pa-
raded 'on Parliament Hill to ask
abortion be dropped from the Crimi-
nal Code.

It was likely the biggest demon-
stration staged for and by women
ever held in Ottawa. :
_The protesters were given permis-
sion, seldom granted before, to use

a parliamentary committee room to
hold a rally. . .
However, no official Liberal
spokesman was present to meet
with the women, although a:letter
had been sent to every Liberal-MP
as well as the Prime . Minister,
Health Minister Jéhn Munro. and
Justice Minister J‘_fhxi)- Turner. '~
. O 2% 24 HO8 12
‘Go home; Turner’: :*:
Mr. Munro, who was attending a
World Health Organization caopfer:
ence, was greeted [if: Viennd by
about 50 Austri s mjen’ libérs

d
_ bérgti

to your gesgog'sl
R .-

OTTAWA DEMONSTRATION -
Abortion law -protesters

take coffin to PM s home

MyrnaWood, of Toronto, .said t e :
campaign will consist of applying e

pressure on hospitals and doctors to
perform abortions.

She said great numbers of preg-
nant women will demand that they
present their own case before a
hospital committee which grants
abortions. Presently, only -family
doctors present a woman’s case to
the committees. I

After an emotional and heated
rally Saturday, during which sever-
al women described their experi-
ence at the hands of illegal abor-
tionists and their unsuccessful at-
tempts to obtain legal abortions, the
Ottawa protesters voted to march
on Mr. Trudeau’s residence.

Broké barrier

Although a permit had not been
granted, about 300 marched through
downtown Ottawa with 'a police -es-

cott, to the Prime Minjster's, home..
Only “folir. RCMPs, however. were
on hand to greet the marchers. The'
protesters quickly broke through a-

barrier which the officers formed.

The protesters rushed to ‘the.

Prime Minister’s house, but they
were stopped ‘practically on his
doorstep by about 15 RCMP and
Ottawa policemen.'; - "' " ‘agis

An RCMP officer said thig A¥as
the first time a group has/ man-
aged to get on to the Prime. Minis-
ter’s grounds although margy have
tried. He admitted that the strength

of the women had been ynderesti-

mated. oo i
The women, -
protest - ‘gongs, "
hour-long sit-In

.teil'..ygbﬁt_]'ﬁ' duping v
twb*?pdudé‘ oers,” i

Obscene

The aide, however, began his.plea
with “‘Ladies,” apparently a terri
ble insult in feminists terms, and he
was told in obsecene terms to leave.

After the women were allowed to
deposit the coffii on Mr. Trudeau’s
doorstep, they left to consider fur-
ther action. : ‘

As well as the repeal of abortion
laws, the women want community-
controlled birth control clinics 1o
provide free birth control, abortion
on demand and pre- and post-natal
care. :

Dr. Henry Morgentaler, a mem-
ber of the Montreal Humanist Fel-
lowship, an organization which has
long advocated abortion on demand,
said at the rally only one out 1,000
women who want legal abortions is
granted it under the present laws,
which, he said, are ‘“‘ahsolutely inef-

fective.” : °

A woman must have the consent
of two psychiatrists and her family
doctor before she can appear before
a thrée-man hospital board' to-ob-
tain a legal abortion. e
"Dr. Morgentaler pointed.out that
only 50 per ‘cent of hospitals. .in
Canada have boards to consider

abortion. He said it is unfair to turn
doctors into judges. ‘

“I consider it is the right to every
woman to be able to have a safe

Some things just can’t wait

A mother changes her baby’s diaper on the lawns of the Prime

Minister’s residence Saturday as RCMP constables move in to control

demonstrators. About '150 supporters of the Abortion Caravan — -
a movement for legalized abortions — marched to Mr. Trudeau’s

home following a demonstration on Parliament Hill.

rediction

Dr. Morgentaler predicted that
Canadian women will flock to New
York State after July 1 whzn a-bill
allowing abortion on.demand goes
into effect there. . S

MP Grace Maclnnis (NDP., Van-
couver-Kingsway), who has at-
tempted to get an abortion-on-de-
mand bill on the Parliamentary
agenda for sometime, also a@_—
dressed the group. _ :

She “suggested that the wom
take up petitions .to ~§e}nd‘ Jo M08

T

Several women on welfare,
cluding Doris Powers, of Toronto’s
Just Society, emphasized the need
for free abortion for poor women,

The Ottawa march climaxed the
abortion caravan which.has trav-
eled- across . Canada distributing
pamphlets and drawing public at-
tention to the issue.-- - -+ —oroomwes
“The protesters, including two bus
loads of Toronto women and men,
drew from many groups. The wom-
en'’s Liberatcilqn_Moxtrﬁment in cities
across Canada was the main organi-
zer, but ‘ 'b’ of Voice of Wgﬁ: j




By SUSAN JANZ

“Who killed thiss woman?
How come she had to die?
And what’s the reasor why?”
This refrain was chanted by
members of the Women's Lib-
eration Movement during théir
Mother's Day demonstration.

The protest started at 2 p.m.
Saturday with a march from
City Hall to Memorial Park.
The procession was headed by
seven girls dressed in long
robes with their faces painted
white to symbolize death. Six
carried a black coffin to com-
memorate the death of 2,000
Canadian women each year
from illegal “abortion. They
also carried. kniting needles,
the symbol of one method of
carrying out abortion.

At Memorial Park, the group -
held a dramatic reading of

a poem called “Who killed
This Woman”. Written by a
member of the Women's Lib-
eration Movement, the five

verses were addressed to the -

quack, the medical men, the
school; administration, the
Church and the state.

Doreen Plowman, ,a repre-
sentative from the Congress of
Canadian Women, addressed
the crowd and said in part:

. "““As women won the right to

vote — they’ll win the right to
abort.” A second speaker,
Helen Nelson, spoke on behalf
of - the Woma’'s Liberation
Movement. She stated that
members of the movement
had taken an abortion caval-
cade to Ottawa to present a
brief to Prime ter Tru-
deau, Justice Turner and
Health Minister Munro. The

brief demanded that the abor- -

' tion laws be “repealed; that

those prosecuted " under the
laws be given amnesty; that
the government provide ac-
cess to free birth control for
all women; and that com-
munity ‘clinics for birth con-
trol and abortion be set up,
Miss Nelson went on to say
that women die every year in
Canada from illegal abortion
and “the government of Can-
ada killed these women by
their unjust laws.” She claim-
ed that the government and
businessmen are at fault. be-
cause women are not taken
seriously. She ended her
speech by saying, ‘““We are
angry women . . . we want
the abortion laws changed

now!"

The women then carried the .
coffin over to the legislative

building and placed it in the
front hall. They later removed

Coffin carried to protest abortion deaths

it. They spoke with Education
Minister Saul Miller and dis-
cussed with him the lack of
sex education in schools. Mr.
Miller informed them that
there were no facilities in
Manitoba for training teachers
to give sex education.

A Women's Liberation mem-
ber estimated that the march-
ers numbered around 100,
There were several youths
marching with the women. All
carried placards and banners
with legends such as “Abor-
tion is our right,” ‘“‘Save our
sisters” and ‘“Doctors Not
Butchers.” s

One youth in the crowd
stated that he was marching
because he felt that women
should have control over their

. own- bodies. He went on to

comment “I personally am
concerned with the woman’s
Capitalism is

role in society.

" an exploitative system, but it

‘tion Movement were asked if

exploits women  doubly. So-
ciety as a whole must
change.”

An elderly woman marching
said she was not associated
with Women's Liberation, but
had come down on her own
‘“because the laws are unfair
to everyone.” She went en to
say, “I came to help my
daughters.” Commenting fur-
ther, she said she found the
deaths of women from illegal
abortion, ‘‘very, very sad.”

‘In an interview later, mem-
bers of the Women’s Libera-

they considered the demon-
stration a success. They said
it was a success in terms of
public exposure, and in the
sense that women outside the
movement were shown thée
government does not take
women  seriously. -




Ladies talking tough
to make thelr pomts

As demonstratlons
; come less and less of a rari-
; ty,. written slogans and bit-
. ing comments become more
and more of a specnalty

** Amorig signs 'and remarks
at Sat_urdays abortion dem-’

ards of the Pill and other
birth control methods is list-
ed among the. demands,
along -with enforced -enclo-
sure listing Pill hazards on
all packages sold, fond and
drug directorate research
into new, safe methods of
birth control for both men
and women and into abor-
tion procedures

Accordmg to the brief, 19
out of 20 women who want
abortions are refused by
their doctors before getting
as far as a hospital commit-
tee; The brief estunata that
one or two abortions m 100

“Who are the real bas-
tards"“ said by a pregnant
- Woman ‘regarding official-
. discrimination
against unwed mothers.

" “The government says it
has ‘no place in the bed-
rooms of the nation. Well it
has no place in the womb of
.a woman either,” said by
Grace MacInnis (NDP—-Van-
couver-Kingsway).

“If Nixon's mother could
have had ‘free abortions
think what the world would

s changes ‘urged ‘are govern

ment prousmn of access to
" “free and safe birth conirol
.. for all women” and the set-
" ting up of “Women’s com-
munity-controlled clinics to
provide free birth control,
abortion on demand. and
" . pre-natal and post-natal care
under federal- provmcial fi-

““This uterus is not gov-
ernment property.” A sign
worn about the waists of nu-
merous marchers, including

Other 'demands a toddler barely old enough -

-+ brief include removal of wphe ‘state should not be-

come the owner of a preg- |
nant uterus,” said by Dr.
Henry Morgentaler.
| “It's"not very nice of you
to call policemen pigs,” said
by Gordon Gibson to dem-
onstrators on grounds of
prime. minister’s residence.
~ “Trudeau said the g'ove'rn'-' '-
v ment has no business in the

tlv authorized to decid M ings and before the primé
rently authorized to decide
whether or not a legal abor-
tion can be performed, free
access to’ birth control for
all women : from ' puberty,
rights “to matermity leave:
with pay, job security dur-
ing childbirth, equal pay,
low-cost housing for moth-

) - $Get - your heads - out of
"the universities- and your
‘asses down to the slums
where the problems begin:”
Doris Power in momentary
~outburst at predominantly
middle-class supporters. -
‘“Up from the kitchen! Up
from the bedroom! Up from

: Fnrther, the bnef states
that one of every four Cama-
dian woman has an abortion
sometime in her life.

The death rate is 1,000 to
2,000 per year from illegal
abortions, says the brief,

* K.

Pledge War
Against Gov't
On Abortion

Organizers of the Abormn
Caravan Sunday re-affirmed
their threat to ‘declare wa
against the government, the
Canadian Medical Associatio
and hospitals across Canada if]
statutes dn abortion is not re-
moved from the Crimiral Code
by 3 p.m. today.

Myrna Wood, of Toronto,
said at a news conference, the
b government did not even have
enough interest to listen to the
more than 300 demonstrators
who met inside a commttee
room in the parliament build-

minister’s private house Satur-
day. .

“"Asked what tactics’ the
threatened war might-include,
the anti-abortion law’ group
would say only it was going to
work to fill hospitils across
Canada with women who need
and want abortions. * " 1%

ers alone,with children and

bedrooms of the nation, but
they're sure ready.to catch':chant sung by demonstrat-
you when you come out.” 1

with 20,000 tc 40,000 wom- “inder! Women unitel” A

child care facilities at places
L en landing in hospitals wlth
lication:

of employment

wation into the haz-- ers during march.

L'/\

calvacade which arrived here
Saturday hopes to’ show the

dian women really waq' 8 r7
tions.
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ery Uproar
Jolts Commons

By BEN TIERNEY and PETER CALAMAI

[The Herald’s Ottawa Bureav, copynight 1970] -

OTTAWA — Shouting and chanting from every part
of the public galleries, about 100 women forced adjourn-
ment of the House of Commons sitting today. :

The women were demonstrating in favor of fre
abortions and it was clearly a well-organized protest.
They rose in various parts of the spectators’ gallerieg
of the Commons to shout in favor of unrestricted abor
tions for women. .

It is the first time since 1967 that the House of Com
mons has been adjourned because of a demonstration

Br

explosion in a washroom
near the Commons cham-
ber which resulted in the
death of one man.

The women rose at first one
at a ime and were physically
carried from the galleries by
Commons guards, but eventual-
ly they rose in unison to chant
“free abortions on demand.”

In response, the Commons
Speaker at first ordered the
demonstrators be removed and
when that proved impossible,
that all public galleries be
cleared of.all spectators. _ _

When that also proved im-
possible the Speaker adjourned
the House.

STARTED

The demonstration began
shortly before 3 p.m. EDT (noon
MST) just as the Commons
question period was coming to
an end.

Earlier in the question period
Andrew Brewin of the NDP had
asked the government if it in-
tended to make many changes
in the federal laws governing
abortion in the near future.

effective changes In the law
governing abortdon had been.

No injuries were reported as
a result of the scuffles between
Commons guards and demon-
strators although the exchanges
were at times violent.

While still being carried from
the galleries the women con-
tinued to shout at MPs on the
Commons floor below and
guards were seen to gag the
women with their hands.

As Commons security officers
hauled some of the female pro-
testors from the members’ gal-
leries one protestor said she re-
presented the Women’s Libera-
tion Movement. .

ers were handcuffed to
seats_in the opposition gallery
and it took 15 minutes before
security officers freed them and
pushed them from the cham-
ber.

Twenty minutes after the
demonstration began security
officers cleared all the gallery
doors and locked the entrances
to the Commons. T

The last few demonstrators
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estimated 33 feminists. another 80
were staging a colorful demonstration
on the steps at the top of Parliament
Hill.

Cloaked in black with red head-
bands covering their hair, the women
marched slowly around a black coffin
symbolic of the women who have died
as a result of illegal abortions. .

Most of the protesters inside were
forcefully dragged down long corridors
and ejected through a side entrance.
Four were detained for about half an
hour and were photographed and ques-
tioned.

Spokesmen for the militant femnin-
ists said they would not have resorted
to the demonstration if a government
minister had met with them as prom-
ised on Saturday.

“Few people seem to realize that
women are being buichered by quack
abortionists and are dying because of
the present law,” said Lynn Gibson of
Winnipeg moments after she was
heaved out the side door of the Parlia-
ment buildings. ’

MPs s ways

to curb disruptions

By BRIAN McKENNA
The Star’s Ottewa Bureau

OTTAWA — In the wake of an historic disruption of Parliament
by the Women's Liberation Movement, shaken party leaders are today
considering far ranging measures to prevent similar outbreaks by
other militant protest groups.

Some 35 impassioned women —
chanting “free abortion on request” —
stunned the House of Commons with a
spectacular _demonstration yesterday ains. AL least one officer, who tried
and eventually forced it to adjourn. to clap his hand over the mouth of a

Justice Minister’ John Turner said  protester, was bitten in return.
he will not reconsider liberalizing the The demonstration caught the Com-
abortion laws.%s a result of the inci- mons — and its security — completely
dent. by surprise.

It broke in the middle of a plodding

The possibility of laying criminal ; .
charges against some of the women is question. perxoq.
being studied — but is unlikely as A woman in the top row of the
there appears to be nothing in the law  visitors gallery suddenly stood up and
to cover their action. ) began a speech demanding a repeal of
However, the government today is the present abortion law.
believed to be on the verge of intro- As security guards made a beeline
ducing an amendment to the criminal  for her. another feminist popped up on
code that would make it a crime for  the other side of the gallery with a
spectators to disrupt the House of  similar speech.
Commons. From there it snowballed with fem-
MPs from all parties are alarmed insists bolting to their feet in all sec-
that yesterday's fireworks may catch  tions of the galleries faster than secu-
on like aircraft hijackings, with other  rity officers could quiet them.
movements following swiftly on -the Alter the initial surprise some MPs
heels of the women’s demonstration. reacted with loud laughter, others with
Veteran parliamentary observers  desk thumping, but when a feminist
said that it was the first {ime in his- screamcd down that the women were
tory that the Canadian Parliament has  dead serious and the issue wasn’'t a
been forced to adjourn as the result of  laughing matter the reaction turned to

Missed minister .

Last year slight liberalization of the
abortion law, she said, was totally use-
less. B

As it stands now -the law stipulates
that an abortion can only be per-
formed if a woman's physical or men-
tal health is endangered. A woman
seeking an abortion must persuade a
doctor to present her case before a
hospital committee.

The feminists argue that the law is
so encumbered with stumbling blocks
that most women seeking relief are
frustrated to the point where they
‘sturble back into the hands of the
quacks, = v

such an incident. anger. d s o

At the height of the demonstration In the face of a rising chant “free The, law _also discriminates against
a water bomb was thrown into the  abortion on request” from the femin- the boor,-few of whom could ever find
chamber. It landed in front of a star-  ists who had chained themselved to

tled MP but failed to burst. i the solid wooden arms of their seats,
"Although security guards were : the speaker gave up an attempt to
quick to move in when the speeches | continue and called for the House tem-
and chanis hegan, at least a dozen of 1 porarily to adjourn. s
the ‘wornied hﬁdd‘}iﬂfd;';bg ,1 es fo- Guards rushed into the galleries
thejr deats il etigd.. : with wire cutters and hack saws. to
ZLoeVErd ' iR - DUXSNG--4 cut the women loose.
A€ During the uproar inside b

over




h.

a doctor {o argue their case before 2
hospital abortion committee.
*“The government controls our bod
ies. We want to regain that control.”
Last Saturday 400 members of the
movement from a dozen cities across
the nation marched peacefully on Par
liament Hill, decrying the presenf
laws, When no government ministe
- came out to meet them, they headed
for the prime minister's residence, bu
he refused to come out. ’

The: feminists said that Health Min-

ister Munro pledged six weeks ago in
Vancouver that he would meet with
the movement when it came. to. Ot-
tawa, but Mr. Munro was .out of the
country attending a health ministers’
conference over the weekend.
" Justice Minister Turner, who pi-
loted last year's change in the abor-
tion law, said that the women never
made a request to meet with a minis-
ter. “They just issued ultimatums.”

“Anyway, he told reporters, ‘“‘even
if we had met with them, they would
still ‘have carried through' what they
did today.” .

Sources inside the movement say
the contrary is true. “We didn’t plan
this action until Sunday. We were
really frustrated. We had to wake
them up and get the message
through.”. .

Although qualified support for their
demonstration came from at least two
NDP members of Parliament, the vas

majority of government a i

1t House session

tion MPs were infuriated.

“I think these ladies don’t under-
stand the democratic process;”. said
Mr. Turner. “I don’t think that this
would be the way to .convince Cana-
dian public opinion as to the legitim-
acy or lack of legitimacy, of their
cause.” C <%

Lorne Nystrom, at 24 the youngest
member in the Commons, sajd:, “I
wouldn't have done it myself — but I
can understand their frustrations.”

The NDP member thought “the ac-
tion could be justified if they had ex-
hausted all the other channels of. pro-
test. S 2 .

“But if it did nothing clse, it sure
as hell shook up some of the old MPs.
At least they'll start thinking about
the issue now.” ' Shin

When leaders of the various parties
meet with Commons Speaker Lucien
Lamoureux today, a proposal to install
a plexiglass screen around the chamber
will be at the top of the agenda.

The screen would'serve the double

Although the possibility of restrict-
ing admittance to the galleries is dis-
cussed after every untoward incident
in the Parliament buildings, party
leaders and Commons security forces
have been unable to come up with an
acceptable formula, :
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Pro-abortlon protest

Qttawa, Tuesday, May 12’1970

-

ouse screams to a halt

Sithe women carefully - organizéd their

eddle (Newfoundland),

Jack Cullen (Sarnia) and Gordon Rit-’

chie (Dauphin) were among MPs
" whose names were forged. Mr. Cullen

By Greg Comnolley ~  * said it was eviden that the same per-!
Citizen siaft writer i 'son had signed varicus MPs names to' ru

Screaming, ranting women deman-’ 3 number of cards. Some of those vie-
strating for free abortion forced the timized, he-said, strongly opposed any
Commons to a halt Monday, causing * easing of abort:lon law.
fears that similar protests could crip- . “The Commons was in its question

B ple the parliamentary system. i period just before 3 p.m., when the

Chaining themselves to chairs in the : first- feminine Voice exclaimed: “Free
gallenw the shouting, gesticulating abortion on demand.” When police

women brought the deliberations of :checked this = demonstrator, other.
8 the all-male assembly in the Commons . . women got up and shouted.

0 a dead stop. ° i Speaker Lucien Lamoureux éalled

Solicitor-General Mcnralth wamed repeatedly for order but the women .

that if other, more sinister groups .weren't listening. Initially, ~MPs

i take up this taotxc, Parliament would™ laughed at the disorder, but later they
be unable to functign. - didn’t find it so amusing.

28 “We might be forced to close the Mr. McIlraith said this was the first
Commons galleries to the -public — a "time the Commons had been forced to

8 most regretiable action which I hope ' suspend its sitting in such B startlmg
will never be necessary,” he declared. and shocking manner.. | ~.:%

Angered when.no government min-
ister would receive ‘them -Saturday, [ Nazl-style tactics - .

Wallacé‘ NeSblﬁ‘(PC—OQ Ol‘d) sa.id
plan and yesterday, with the | "It was something like the tactics the

aid of MP’s passes, mﬁltrated the pul{ Nazis used in the thirties to break the

lic and private galleries. .\ -..."| German parliameptary system.” . 5]

Commons gallénes Considera on.
also being given to glass”separs
the galleries from the Com.m hs. ,
But.yesterday ‘women popped. ﬁé%
the galleries ith such Studied timing
that the Commons protective staff was
nragged. S *‘~-~a- ——
“Clear the galleries,” demanded the
Speaker. But it wasn't all that easy be-
cause the abortion group had chained
their legs to gallery chan-s an 'Zrail
ings.
‘Speaker  Lathotreirs” sqw > he 'i:ad
been defeated and observed: “In view
of the difficulties, I suggest the House

- be adjourned.”. MPs. pounded ,their
pérsé&.

desks in approval and then dis;
But ° these.. crusadm, .,.werent
through yet. Donmng%lack head cov-

‘erings they gathered in a mock fumer-

al procession with-a”dummy~coffin
and marched in fromt ‘of the’
Tower, exclaiming in dramati
“No more women will die.”
~They * finally’ straggled “away,
' the Hill, evidently well , Pleased wttﬁ
_their efforts. ‘The’ ¢o£ﬁn was' tarted
awayinapnsh-&rtbyapm
pipe-smoking groundskeeper g S
Ironically, the only® woman np
Grace MacInnis, who is an en
champion - ‘of unrestr!cted ib’ "fﬂs‘{f

ls todx ere
Parliamentary officia y Wwere .. TheSpeqkerconvenedamgeﬂng °fiwas absent, and eft er "ébl-

'mﬁgaﬁng mass forgeryof. signa- warty ] House’ leaders this” morning to
es of MPs on entry Cards used by Yightén security. At the Very, least it.
- w5 et into the Commons. sill Hacomis more difficalt 1’ get inito

leagués 0. cope” hterfafaly”
f‘iﬁ“”m@? g
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' Women yelling
for abortion
‘halt Commons

By GORDON PAPE

(Gazette) — In all its long history,
mons has never seen anything like it.
mands for. total repeal of. abortion
members of the Women's Liberation
rday threw the House in
nprecedented half hour a

demonstration was a
masterpiece of timing and
organization. Members of the
movement, who had demon-
strated on Parliament Hill on
Saturday for more liberal
abortion laws,
infiltrate almost every part of
the galleries.

GALLERY SEATS

Several of the demonstra-
tors also managed to_ gbtairi
seats in the Members’ gallery"
and in the Opposition gallery,

managed to

OTTAWA —
. the House of Com
Shouting de

laws, dezens of
Movement yeste
and forced an u
of proceedings. :

The normally staid Commons chamber was turn-

ed into something resem-
bling a madhouse. :

'Securit‘y guards wrestled
with yelling, screaming wom-

Suddenly, they were every
where, shouting things like
“free abortion ]on demand,”
i “‘women are declaring war on
required for entr_ance. TR e ‘g'l‘rudeau

At 2.45 p.m., with the House
in the middle of the daily
question period, a slim woman
about 30 years old rose to her
feet in the last row of the
north public gallery and
lovdly demanded the repeal of
the abortion laws “that mur-
der 2,000 of our sisters every

djournment

One angry girl, incensed by
the refusal of Justice Minister
Turner to appear at
Saturday demonstration, kept
shouting at the justice min-
ister: “You'll hear from us,

them, while Speaker Lucien
Lamoureux called repeatedly
for order and MPs watched in,

COULDN'T COPE

Security guards rushed to .Secur-ity guards, hampered

silence;. her, but as they by the large number of yelling
women and the fact that some
of them were bound to their
seats, were unable to cope
with the uproar, leaving the
Speaker with no choice but to
adjourn the House.

The galleries were imme-
diately cleared, and the
guards set to work evicting
the women who remained,

shouting speeches and slogans
(Contlnued.op Page 2)

" TIED TO SEATS

In tactics reminiscent of the
suffragette movement, some
of the women chained them.
selves to gallery seats and
bound themselves !
with wire, makin i
sible to evict themgqlixt_lc.ll:rlr;',.ms\~

The Speaker :
forced to order
adjournment of t
to demand that all
be cleared — the fi

a temporary
he Hounse and
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House shut down

(Continued from Page 1) me and pushed her throat
at the MPs milling about on against the wall so she wa-
the floor of the House. coughing and couldn’t breats

Several of the women “The other guy grabbed gy
charged later that the secur- mouth very firmly and was
ity officers were ‘unneces- holding it and trying to sticv
sarily rough in the process. his hand in my mouth, Fe

One Vancouver girl who forced me backward over fhe
refused to give her name told chair so I was almost faintin
reporters: ‘‘They gagged us.. and wouldn't let me sit
They lifted my sister beside down."

Most reporters watching the
incident felt, however, that
| the securily officers exercised
restraint and did not resort to
undue roughness ‘with the
demonstrators.
* No arrests were made.
although about half a dozen of
the women. were detained
briefly and then released.

Even the demonstrators
themselves were unsure how
many people actually took
part in the melee. One of the
women - fold reporters they
had tried to get about 35 of
their members in the gal-
leries, but were unsure how
-many had made it.

Following their eviction
from the Parliament build-
ings, the women staged a
protest demonstration in front
of the Peace Tower. )

Donning red bandanas, they
chanted ''No more women will
die” and “Free abortion on
demand” and then listened lo
one of their leaders tell them:
“We will no longer . permit
irresponsible male legislators
to use this law to repress us.
The women of Canada answer
with fire.” : :

The women, most of who
appeared fo be in their teens
or early twenties, were par
of the cross-country anti-abor

the

tion on Saturday. A large part
of .the contingent yﬁas: fromy




~

it e Sy o L W 2 gty e g st A ministerg had been in their
: Sl il o AR T D MR S T home constituencies and una-
: ViN L sebs é "ol ble to meet the Caravan or-

; s ST G ganizers.

Yesterday the women's
anger  seemed  strongest
against Mr. Turner. While Mr.
rudeau had spent Saturday
preparing for his departure on
his Pacific tour and. Mr.
Munro was at a World Health
Organization meeting in Ge-
neva, Mr. Turner was in Ott-
awa dealing with normal en-
gagements. - The women had
also heard him given an an-
swer to Mr. Brewin's question
which they considered eva-
sive.

One of the demonstrators
removed from the Commons,
Marcy Cohen of Vancouver,
said Mr. Turner apparently
expected them to "‘wait two
vears for the statistics.” They
would not accept such delays.
“We will not stand for women
to die or be mutilated. We did
it (the demonstration) to show
we'declare war.” = - ’

Miss Cohen said the abor-
tion reform groups—she be-
longed to the Women's Cau-
cus, 2 Vancouver affiliate of
the Women's Liberation Move-
ment—had written to every
MP about the caravan's plans
and brief. They had received
only a dozen replies, and 10 of
these had come from New
Democralts.

It is clear, however; that at
least one Liberal MP helped
the demonstrators gain access
to  the Commons galleries,
without knowing their pur-
pose. At least two of the
women  who chained them-
selves to their seats, *had
taken places in the Govern-
ment  members’ gallery. Ad-
mission to it is gained only by
a card issued from a Liberal
MP's office.

Asked - whether - his office
had issued anv cards yester-
day, Mr. Turner said he didn't
know. House Leader Dopald
S. Macdonald checked his own
office later and found his staff
had issued none. - . - ..

The {irst interruption came
from the back of the public
gallery at 2:45 p.m. sy it

Mr. Brewin's question had
been asked 20 minutes earlier.
Mr. Brewin said afterward he
had no idea the demonstration
was planned, but added:
“They have a sound and ur-

By CLYDE SANGER
- Globe and’Mail Reporter
OTTAWA — Thirly womergs

from the Cross-Canada Abor{ll

tion Caravan, some of themg#
chained to their seats, createdfl
such a disturbance inside the{§

House of .Commons yesterday

that Speaker Lucien Lamou-

reux first ordered the galler-
jes cleared and then ad-
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One girl broke down 1n
tears but the others chanted
solemnly, then were quieted
for a brief speech by Mrs.
Meadley in which they were
told that abortion laws “kill
2,000 of our. sisters each
year e Sigl e S

““The legislators made this
murderous law,” Mrs. Mead-
ley said. “They won't listen to
us. We are forced to declare
war. Women are enslaved.”

She said they would fight
government and the }nedxcal
profession until abartion laws
are repealed. ;.. =% . !

Removal “of chains from
about 10 of the women was a
slow process for the nonplused
guards. The women hdd used
choker chains, wire or bicycle
padlocks and chains aroun
their ankles, and gnards had
to obtain cutters to snip them
loose. . i 3

One ‘woman screamed as
the guards worked to free her,
another szid later, rubbing a
chafed wrist, that “they took
the chains off aRer nearly
breaking our arms” - !

Authorities said no legal ac-
tion will be taken. Most of the
demonstrators were simply
escorted out of the Centre

ngry women halt

sitting of Parliament

amendments were under re-
view last year, Mr. Turner
said, he saw ‘‘over 100 groups,
some for and others against a
wider abortion law. I have al-
ways had a policy to keep my
office door open.”

‘- But he would not submit to
“‘ultithatum or public black-
mailr These ladies demon-
strate a’lack of patience that
makes dialogue virtually im-
possible.” . -

Mr. Turner said his reaction
to .the demonstration in the
Commons was of “surprise
and dismay that these young
women urderstand the demo-
cratic process so little. I
would not think this would be
the way to convince the Cana-
dian public of the legitimacy
of their cause.”

Acting Prime  Minister
Mitchell Sharp also told re-
porters -he thought the demon-
stratorshad ‘‘set their cause
back. o interrupt the House

from the galleries and chain
themselves to their seats is
the kind of action taken, not
by people who are serious, but
by people who must feel they
cannot convince people of the
urgency of their cause,”

. Demand free abortions

journed House business for 30
' minutes. -

It took security guards
more than 15 minutes to clear
the chamber of the demon-
strating women, who want
abortions made available on
demand. .

Such a disturbance is with-
out precedence in Parliament,
an official of the reference

branch said afterward.
May, 1966, the business of the
Commons -was suspended for
nearly an hour ‘when a bomb
exploded -in a nearby wash-
room, killing thé man wholl
had apparently brought it.)’
The Speaker reacted alte
five minutes of disorders in

that women
could expect no fuither abor-
tion reform before the next
election, was made to re-
porters after the House busi-
ness was suspended. During a
question period, he answered
a’ question from Andrew Bre-
win (NDP, Greenwood) by
simply saying the Govern-
ment was ‘‘reviewing statis-
tics on a continuing basis.”
Mr. Brewin had quoted the
DBS figures, released on Fri-
day, that hospitals in six prov-
inces had carried out 235 ther-
apeutic abortions during the
first three months of 1970, and
asked whether the Govern-
ment intended to find reme-
dies for what must remain a
large pumber of ‘“‘back-alley
abortions.”

- (The six provinces are Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island,
New Brunswick, Saskatche-
wan, Alberta and British Col-
umbia. The DBS figure was
not broken down by prov-
inces.)

" Asked whether the demon-
stration bad occurred because
he refused to meet the cara-
van leaders on Saturday, Mr.
Turner said curtly: “I doubt
that. I's more likely that

;t;%t:;x;bt’?: tep?r't‘ wm.ﬂdvbe called this section, s prediction,
The demonsiration was
planned after the Abortion
, Caravan arrived in Ottawa at’
- the end of its jowrnmey from
" Vancouver, and found that
* neither Prime Minister Pierre
*Trudeau nor the ministers
+most involved—Health Minis-
ter .John IMunro and Justice
 Minister John Turner—could
‘or would meet them on Satur-
" day. S
' On Safurday 450 supparters
‘of abortion law yeform held a
protest meeting on Parlia-
ment Hill. Afterward about
150 of them went a mile far-
ther to demonstrate outside
, the Prime Minister’s.house on
¢« Sussex  Drive Yesteyday
«about 70 joined im the pro-
! tests, either inside’ar eutside
the House of Commons. "
t After the 30 who demon-
strated ..inside the Commons
had been. dragged out, they
joined others who had failed
to get mto the House and
tnarched . around a “black-
draped coffin 'chanting, “no
more women will die”.
- By then each had on her
head a red scarf in the style
of women of the French Revo-
lution. One explained il was

Jixble to-life imprisonment, an
“‘archaic and eruel law.”

« They were burning the
Parchment,” she said, “be-
c3use” we no Jonger recognize
laws that destroy rather than
protect -\ lives.” She -added:
“Women' of Canada answer
with fire te b!ooe‘i of their Sis-

nected a microphone to
multaneous translation
connected . to every gallery
seat, adding an electronic as-
sist to the din her companions
were creating with pure lung
power. X v i

Sécurity ‘guards seemed to
be confused by the good or-
ganization of the demonstra-
tors. As they turned to silence
and remove one woman, an-
other somle distance away
would. rise. to add to the cho-
rus of denunciation of existing
abortion laws that permit
abortions ofily with the ap-
proval of a special hospital
committee that rules that con-
tinved pregancy is likely to.
endanger a woman's health. -,
The demonstration started

i AR 1

- The .‘bortion Caravan's
brief, .ublished Saturday,
said ;between 1,000 and 2,000
Canadian women die each
year from illegal abortions,
while as many as 40,000
women enter hospital with
complications from illegal
abortions. . 1
“Their .. figures were chal-
lenged . yesterday by Mr.
Turner, , who__called them “a
mere guess.” He said the Do-
minion Bureau of Statistics
was compiling "statistics on
‘“bothy positive and negative
aspecly’ of abortion since the
Criminal Code was amended
last year to allow hospital

Block. 'A few were beld briefly
for questioning. :

Mr. Lamoureux said in an
interview later he would meet
House leaders for all"parties

sideration would be a change
in the rules governing secu-
rity in the galleries. - - - -

He said his fiyst reaction to
the éutburst had been nothing’
but .surprise and fhat his decl-

sion to clear the galleries was
based on’ slanglg orders
granting him  discretionary
powers todoso. Ak

The demonstration was not
a crimina) offense, he said,
but it was “comtrary to‘thg

ecorum of the House.” : ing abortions if a committee of these young women don't un- ; :
8 ~ Rarnod A He said more’ details about symbalic °{i hav:t)g" declared doctors in an approved hospi- derstand the democratic Mr. Sharp began with the gent case. I respect them for
E;:rd&_s N (he clkthar the demonsiratien, ’ and " the. ?varonPar ament. , process.” flippant complaint that the eeling strongl ut it.
ofl aiseq the clam : » A Vancouver women, Whe of the mother is in danger.- He said the group had made demonstration was hardly fair

. issuing” s ‘of
w@gy%m_ dley f West Van ”séif’le ses , 8 e enpiis:
h _1 ol . or; roud, .

refused to give her name, led
the group im burning a large
parchment on which the
words of Section 237 of the
Criminal Code had been writ

to himself on his first day as
acting Prime Minister. (He
was also celebrating his birth-
day. He was 59 yesterday.)
He said he had been in To-

no request for a meeting, but
had simply sent a series of ul-
timatums and had made “no
attempt to find a mutually
convenient time."

He safd it would take lime
to review such fGgures. “I
doubt whether tbis law would
be -reviewed ,in this Parlia
ment.” . "y LS

(over)

35
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an interruption
from the public gallery devel-
oping into a series of interrup-
tions which continued until the
adjournment of the House.”

Hansard ~ records the
speaker calling -for order and
asking Robert Simpson (PC,
Churchill) to continue, and
George Hees (PC, Prince Ed-
ward-Hastings)  intervenin
with the comment: “I am al
for her.** - X

The Hansard account gives
no record of the phrases
shouted by the women. But
the most frequently used were
“Free abortion on demand”
and "“We demand free abor-
tion.” They also shouted: “We
want control of our bodies,”
“No -more women will die”
and “They have killed 2,000 of
our sisters.” S

As soon as the first demon-
strator was grabbed from the
public gallery and hustled to
the door, another stood up in

the Opposition gallery.(above
and behind Mr. Turner) to
add her voice. As guards tac-
kled her, others stood up in
the Government and ladies’
galleries. One guard said.
“They were-r;\poPping up all

over the place.

One woman shouted, asshe
was pulled out of the Govern-
ment gallery: “You may be
putting us out of the gallery,
but you haven’t seen the last
of us yet. We are solid and we
have the women of the coun-
try behind us.”

Another, ~who chained her

ankle to a seat, said a guard |8

“nearly strangled” he In at-
tempting first to silence and
then removed her.

Some security guards did
clap hands over the women's
mouths, reaching them from
behind the seats and pulling
them backward. In other
cases it seemed the guards
hesitated to use any force,
and were puzzled about what
to do against this well-organ-
ized militancy.
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The march of women in favor
{ of easier abortion laws con-
verged on Ottawa over the
weekend. They came from- all
across Canada. But they could
find no cabinet minister to lis-
ten to their protests and repre-
sentations.

Prime Minister Trudeau’s of-
fice explained he was too busy
| preparing to depart Sunday for
f his tour of the Pacific. The
women protested that if he
could find time on short notice
for the former Beatle member
John Lennon and his bride
Yoko, the prime minister should
be able to give them half an
hour, He gave Lennon an hour's
audience.

Health Minister, John Munro
was not in Ottawa. He is in
Geneva at a World Health Orga-
nization meeting. When the del-
egation was referred to Justice
Minister Turner they claimed
they got a “‘curt rejection”
signed by his executive assis-
tant. (Saturday morning ‘when
the delegation was looking for
the minister, Mr. Turner was
playing tennis near his home in
Rockcliffe, posh Ottawa su-
burb.) :

Irate and incensed, the dele-
gation marched from Parlia-

ment Hill to t.he official resi-
dence of the prime minister at
24 Sussex Street. There they
were told by Mr. Trudeau’s ap-
pointments secretary that he
was rot at home and that there
was no one there to hear their
pleas for better abortion laws.
Dodie Walker of Vancouver,
Monday accused the govern-
ment members of “extreme ar-
rogance” and ‘‘gross irrespon-
sibility” for their failure to del-
egate a member of the cabinet
to meet the group of nearly 400
women.

innipeg

rotective staff officers
moved in on that woman protes-
ter,. when another two in the
galleries on both sides of the
House took up the chant for bet-
ter abortion legislation. The of-
ficers were outnumbered and
could not cope with the large
group of women who began pop-
ping up all over the galleries,
adding to the general din and
commotion. '
Mr. Speaker ordered the pub-
lic galleries cleared.

“But the protective staff found
that easier said than done. They
had to send for heavy wire cut-
ters to remove the handcuffs
and chains that clamped many
of the women to the seats.

Later, outside the Parliament
Buildings, the women, who had
been escorted out of the House
of Commeons, were joined by
others. They held a rally on
the steps of the Parliament
Buildings under the Peace
Tower, conducting a “mock fu-
neral”. and burned a facsimile
of the Criminal Cede.

Genevieve Twged of Saska-
toon, her voice’ shaking with
emotion, addressed the group.
‘““We are forced to declare war.
All Canadian women are ens-
laved. We wi{l riot longer permit
legislators to control our
bodies.” »

Spokesmen for the group of
about 100 women said they had
decided to move in and disrupt
the proceedings in Parliament
when they failed to get any sort
of a reception from the govern-
ment, They had travelled from
as far away as Vancouver on
the west coast and Halifax on
the east coast. Women from
Calgary, Winnipeg and other
major cities, including Toronto
and Montreal had joined them

After the galleries were final-
ly cleared the House went back
into session at 3:18 p.m. Only
the press were admitted to their
gallery. The other galleries
were locked.

Few MPs were in the
chamber. Most were outside
discussing the incident, one of
the best organized ever to
disrupt Parliament.

Even when the militant farm-
ers marched on Ottawa they did
not succeed in forcing Parlia
ment to adjourn. The women b,
strategically posting groups of
women in all lobbies and send
ing them into action simulta
neously overtaxed the protec
tive staff.

The women were not arrested
or detained. There is nothing in
the rules of Parliament provid-
ing Yor _charges to be laid
against the general public,

However, in 1967 and again in
1968 Real Caouette, Credmste
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Protesters

he women, hin

they’ve got a lot of guts and
gumption. If they have a good
case they have got to find some
way to bring it to the attention
of the public and members of
parliament. This they have now
done.

“Perhaps the way they did it
was a bit dubious. But re-
member their grandmothers
had to do the same thing, fight-
ing for women’s rights, They
were pushed and shoved around
in the suffragette movement but
they finally made their point.”

Harold Winch (NDP — Van-
couver East) said, ““This is the
worst disturbance I've seen
around here in my 17 years.”

Gordon Blair (L — Grenville
Carleton) shook his head in sor-
row. He said he was afraid “the
MPs can expect more and more
of these sort of demonstrations
in the future.”

Solicitor - general George
Mcllraith, the senior cabinet
minister in charge of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, Can-
ada’s top security officer, was
frankly ‘“‘alarmed.” He said he
was ‘‘deeply disturbed” by thel
implications of the
stration.

Parliament had been over-
whelmed by the screaming tu-
mult, MPs sat in shocked si-
lence, Never had they experi-
enced anything like this before
in the Commons,

“Where does this sort of thing
end?” asked Mr, Mclraith
when questioned by reporters.
“How do you keep Parliament
an open forum free of violent
minority pressure groups and
its . galleries avaﬂable to the

Force House

To Adjourn

‘Abortion War’

Womén Carry

Into Comn_lons Galleries

By VICTOR MACKIE

O’I'I‘AWA (Staff) — Complete disorder and pan-
demonium took over in the Commons Monday as 31
young women rose one after another in the public and

Criminal Code. It would enable
charges to be laid against a
person or persons- breaking the
peace of Parliament and inter-
fering with its proceedings. The
bill reached first reading in 1967
but did not even get that far in
1968. Private bills seldom go
beyond first or secoend reading

Bud Simpson (PC-Churchill)
as asking a question on the

the street demonstratxous
moved into the gauenes of the
House of Commons.

A harrassed and frustrated
protective sta[f found it impos
sible to cope ; " with the well
planned and coordinated moves
to disrupt the proceedings of
Parliament. They .attempted to
forcible remove the women but
found many of them were hand-
cuffed or chained to their
chairs. The House was forced to
adjourn. -
. Bedlam broke lOOSe at 2:45
p.m, For five: frantic, - desper-
ate minutes the guards strug-
gled with the squirmheg, shouting
and screaming ‘women before
Mr. Spgakg; .chlen ‘La

members’ galleries could only
gain admission to those seats
through passed issued by
members of Parliament. Speak-
er Lamoureux said he had sum-
moned a meeting of party lead-
ers for Tuesday noon to discuss
the incident and’' ways and
means of tightening up on the
issuing of such passes.

MP’s reacted differently to
the demonstration,

Some smiled and said they
had to congratulate the young|
ladies on the effectiveness o
their organization.

“They had guts and the'y go
their point across,” sald An
drew Brewin (NDP — Green
W’Ood) R S T N £ '-.‘

Other MP's were dlsmayed
They bsajd taﬁher fhﬂr:rups would|
robal B ps
P relc{; gnition; &} f’e;wr;:‘

denly “the - proceeding were
disrupted by ‘a high-pitched fe-
male voice ' chanting, . “Free
abortions on demand.” Another,
levelling her scorn at Justice
Minister John ' Turner bécause
he had npt received their dele-
g‘a.t‘ign Saturday,” -screamed,
“You'll hear from s Turner:”

The: handsome™ justice. min-
ister looked up shocked and
surprised at'the galleries.

Members of the protective
staff quickly moved in on the
two women, They were located
in the public gallery behind the
press -gallery.-

They had been infurmed by
Prime Minister Trudeau’s office

Minister Turner because ,the
prime minister was too busy to
see them.,

they sald. He explained they
had *demanded”  he ‘meet

ies were New Democrats David
Lewis, Grace Maclnnis and Lor-
nye Nystrom, along with Pro-
gressive Conservative Housej@8

public he pointed out, He hoped
public reaction would demon-
strate that the Canadlan public
would not sumd still “for thls

March 19 to zet l helr

omen “refused. As they .were
the cabinet, .

being fordb? ejected nnother




By BRIAN McKENNA
" The Star’s Ottawa Bureay

. OTTAWA — Some members of the
Women's Liberation Movement forged
signatures to get themselves into the
House of Commons galleries yesterday
fo stage their spectacular abortion
demonstration.

At least one’ MP whose name was
forged, Conservative MP Ambrose Ped-
dle, said he has asked the RCMP to
fully investigate the matter and lay
charges if there is clear proof.

" But one Liberal backbencher, who
claims his name was also forged,
warned against “overreacting”.

He said the feminists have had
much more publicity than their'cause
deserves, and that the matter should
be taken no further. ‘

House Speakcr Lucien Lamoureux
today -urged the House to study with

. all possible haste precautions that
could be taken to prevent further dis-
ruptions like yesterday. s

At a secret meeting today, the
Speaker, who is in charge of security
for the House of Commons, met House
leaders from all parties to discuss:

*  — The possibility of installing a
plexi-glass” shield to protect the Com-
mons from thrown objects and disrup-
tive noise.

— The possibility of introducing
amendments to the Criminal Code thaf
would make it a crime to disrupt the
Commons. :

Later when Parliament sat today,
MPs voted unanimously to refer the

whole security question fo a parlia-
mentary committee.

Justice Minister John Turner said
he will not reconsider liberalizing the
abortion laws as a result of the inci-
dent. ¢

The possibility of laying criminal
charges against some of the women is
being studied — but is unlikely as
there appears to be nothing in the law
to cover their action.

However, the government today is
believed to be on the verge of intro-
ducing an amendment to the Crfiminal
Code that would make it a crime for
spectators to disrupt the House of
Commons.

" MPs from all parties are alarmed

that yesterday’s fireworks may catch
on like aircraft hijackings, with other
movements following swiftly on the
heels of the women's demonstration.

Veteran parliamentary observers

" said that it was the first time in his-

Yory that the Canadian Parliament has
been forced to adjourn as the result of
such an incident. : ;
At the height of the demonstration
a. water bomb was thrown into the
chamber. It landed in front of a star-
tled MP but failed to burst.
Although security guards were
quick to mdve in when the speeches
- and chants began, at least a dozen of
the women had ‘chained themselves to
their seats in the galleries:
Several of the women are nursing
lacerated wrists after’security officers
tried to yank ',themﬂge of thelr

chains. At least one offi '\r,'Who tried

' {'MP’S h sintu rgd

to clap his hand over the mouth of 2
protester, was bitten in return.

The demonstration caught the Com-
mons — and its security guards — com-
pletely by surprise.

It broke in the middle of a plodding
question period. A

A woman in the top row of the
visitors, gallery suddenly stood up and
began a speech demanding a repeal of
the present abortion law. '

As security guards made a beeline

for her, another feminist popped up on

the other side of the gallery with a
similar speech. -

From there it snowballed with fem-
insists bolting to their feet in all sec-
tions of the galleries faster than secu-
rity officers could quiet them.

After the initial surprise some MPs
reacted with loud laughter, others with
desk-thumping, but when a feminist
screamed down that the women were
dead serious and the issue wasn't a
laughing matter the reaction furned to
anger.

In the face of a rising chant “free
abortion on request” from the femin-
ists who had chained themselved to
the solid wooden arms of their seats,
the speaker gave up an attempt to
continue and called for the House tem-
porarily to adjourn. .

Guards rushed into the galleries
with wire-cutters and hacksaws to
cut the women loose.

"During the uproar idside by the
estimated 35 feminists, another 80
were staging a colorful demonstration
on the steps at the top of Parliament

Hill.
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Bl Signatures forged

- out of proportion, and these

The House leaders agreed to
wait until some MPs, who had
given Lhe Speaker notice they
winted to make statements on
2 peint of privilege, had had
thei” say in case they pro-
posed some other course.
8 When these three MPs did not |
do so, Government House
j Loader Donald S. Macdonald
won unanimous consent " for
BN (he subject to go before the
@l 12-member standing commit-
Laf_ on procedure and organi-
zalion Ty
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in abortion protest,
three MPs charge  }

. : “It was forgery,” he said
By CLYDE SANGER H.“but it would be dilficult to

Globs and Mail Reporter defermine who did the forg-

“ OTTAWA — Three MPs§iliing.” i
said yesterday that their sig-[Jill, ‘A Crown proseculor would
Tiatures were forged on pass|gill have trouble making a case.”
tards used by women mem- “In }_us opinion, he said, the
bers of the Cross-Canada commitlee should consider the
-Abarlion Caravan who forced possibility of stronger legal
an adjournment of the House sanctions against disruptions
of Commons on Monday by in the Commons galleries.
shouling demands for free For 300 years, he said, ac-
atortions from the public gal- il tions in Parliament have been
ieries. ' beyond the normal control of
" Their reactions contrasted Jjll the criminal courts. In the
strongly as they rose on a il case of disturbances, the rules
point of privilege at yester- Ji call on the sergeant-at-arms
day’s Commons Session. to hold the offenders in cus-
"Ambrose  Peddle  (PC, tody until the members decide

Grand Falls-White Bay-Labra- i What action should be taken.
dor), who found his signature Probably the only reason
had been forged on two cards JJll Why he didn’t hold them yes-
‘whick _ helped admit four Jllterday,” Mr. Macdonald added §
women, announced that he [l in jest, “is that we don't have &8
was asking the RCMP “to in- i3 dungeon.”
‘vestigate the circumstances il The women caused the ad-
-under which and by whom my [ljournment of the House for
name was forged.” He told Jhalf an hour by standing in all
‘Spezker Lucien Lamoureux: Jicorners of the galleries and
*Forgery is a crime.” chantlng that abortions should
. But Jack Cullen (L, Sarm‘a) be* avall?ble‘ lo any women
Jold the Commons he thoughtijjlf Who request’them. About 10
“this thing has been blow ch_atmed themselves to their
seals. oo - L
_In the wake of the disrup-
tgr_ms, the Commons yesterday

By chance this committee
@l had  already scheduled a
meeling for loday, to discuss
the svbject of televising House
@ business.  This  afternoon’s
meetin;.  of the committee,
j under Gordon Blair (L, Gren-
ville-Carleton), " will probably
move on to this few subject of
securily measures.
The Speaker, in an opening
statement .. yesterday, ‘called
the incident “a source of legit-
imate concern to all Canadi-
ans who feel that delibera-
tions of Parliament should not
be disrupted by organized in-
lerference.” It was, he added,
““obviously a well planned op-
eration” and it was clear the
passes were “actually
forged.” . Srer s
But he set a calm tone by
saying he' was sure MPs
wou'd “‘want to consider the
matter objectively, and i the
perspective of the tradition of
free and open access by the
Canadian public to their par-
liament, the practice wKich
has characterized this institu-

tion for over 100 years.” "--' <
- SR D 4

His attitude was echoed by
House leaders. Mr. Macdonald
g said he would not like to think
in terms of enclosing the pub-
lic galleries, but he believed
gthere - should perhaps be “a
little tighter scrutiny of pass
arrangements . and _security
procedure.” . . ¥ Ria e
Asked if he was ot con-
cerned that spectators might
hurl something more danger-
ous than slogans, he said: "' As

the man Who ‘sits‘direct]y be-

hind the™ Prime’.“Minister: I
have ~thought~ about it - from
time .to time.'” "But ‘he said
there was an"inescapable dif-
ficulty” ini . reconciling; ‘the
need td protect. MPs withthe
right of "the public' to" comé

it

women given more publicit
than they warranted . . . I
will Jet it go at that.”!
And Gorden Ritchie (P(Q
Dauphin) contented himself
with saying his name wag
forged on two passes. A fourt
MP whose - signature wag
forged did not speak up: he i
apoarently a Liberal membe
who was absent from Parlia
‘ment yesterday. ]
*-Mr. Peddle carrfed out hig
intention and telephoned a
‘RCMP officer yesterday after
‘noon. Asked if he thought po
lice could trace exactly whic
-of the women handed in the
cards forged with his signa
lure, he said: “I don't see
‘why nol. The women arrived :
Yhere or. two big buses. The po strongly. It would have been a
3ice should be able to sortillcas: of over-reacting,” he
them out.” Other MP$ werclilts2id. S
Jar more doubtful. - ;- ¥
"- Government House ‘Leade
l'pona)d S. Macdopald $aid out-{
’Ede ths House he felt It woyld
robably-? be" futile.” for ' thel
ommiiiee {5 became involved]
At B

v

agreed to refer the question of
securily measures in parlia-
mentary galleries to a stand-
ing commitiee. This was a
ompromise move after a
@ meeting of Mr. Lamoureux
and House leaders of the dif-
feren{ parties had all but
agreed to hold an immediate
Commons debate on the inci-
dent.

Stanley Knowles (NDP,
Winiipeg North™ Centre) ar-
rived late to this lunchtime
meeting yesterday, but just in
time lc” speak against mor
discussion of the incident ig
the House. “I opposed it very

\




By BEN TIERNEY.

[The Herald’s Omm Bureau.
Copyright, 1970)

OTTAWA — Tighter control
over admittance to House of .
Commons public galleries is
possible following Monday's

demonstration by about 50
screaming women protesting
Canada’s law govermng abor-
tion.

The House of Commons prot-
ective service began preparing
a report on, the incident late
Momday afternoon and it is
likely to go to the Commons

‘ .

speaker, Lucien Lamoumux,_

within the next few days.
The tighter controls, if they

materialize, could be in the .

form of some change in the way
members of Parliament

issue passes to galleries in the
Commons that are set aside for

were well organized and had po-
- sitioned * themselves strategi-

caily in the Commons galleries .

for the greatest possible effect.
‘To do this, they had to get in to
both the opposmon and the gov-
ernment galleries, accessible
only by pass, as well as the pub-

cgallery :
* %

Followmg the demonstration
an examination of passes issued
was carried out, and this re-
vealed, according to one source,
‘that MPs from all parties had
issued the passes that made the
-strategic placement of demon-
strators possible.

No detailed breakdown of how
many passes were -issued by
each party was available, al-

the New Democratic
Party freely admitted that it
s responsible for seven. ’

. IT ATk

; "I"@ In Monday's demonstration it
.+ ¥was evident that the protesters °,

They were, said NDP leader
Douglas, issued by two mem-
bers of the party, three by one,
four by thee other. He declined
to name the members.

Conservative House Leader
G. W. Baldwin said that, as far
as he knew, no passes were is-
sued by members of his party.

" That statement, he said, was
+based on a very casual survey

of Conservatives present in the
Commons chamber when the
demonstration took place.

Government House Leader,
Donald Macdonald, could not be
reached for comment.

* * * :

Monday’s demonstration,

perhaps unprecedented, forced

- the Commons' to adjourn for

more than half an hour and
turned the normally staid
chamber into something re-
sembling a three-ring circus.

Within minutes of its start,

F, .

-a, ,, f'

Commons guards, most mild-

mannered veterans, were rTun- |

ning in all directions  grasping
at young, screammg women.
Seemingly uncertain and em-
barrassed, the pguards tried,
mostly thhout success, to drag
the women out.

A few of the women had hand-
cuffed themselves to their seats.
They were guarded by plain
clothes policemen while mainte-
nance staff brought tools to cut
them loose.

The demonstration began
shortly before 3 p.m. EDT as
the Commons question period

was drawing to a close.

ugl]ljen a uyoe;;mg won:ian in thg
public jumped up an
began ioutmg “We are going
to take our struggle to the pro-
vincial governments . . . to the
medical professlon ... to the
howltals

guards moved in and sub-

Gallery Passes Likely

dued her, and a friend who had
joined her in the meantime, an-
other demonstrator popped up
in the opposition members’ gal-
lery. As she was subdued, an-
other aplreared in the govern-
ment galle

And so 1t went, thh demon-
strators popping up at every
angle faster than the guards
could move in to restrain them.
They shouted, ““The women of
Canada are declaring war on
this government,”” ‘“free abor-
tion on demand,” “Trudeau as-
sassin,” and ‘“Trudeau is re-
sponsible for the death of 2,000
women a year."

Then, from all cormers, they
chanted in unison: “Free abor-
tion on demand.”

Reacting * to the situation,
Commons Speaker Lamoureaux
at first ordered the demonstra-

all of the galleries cleared:. And
when that seemed just as diffi-
cult, he ordered the House ad-
journed. i
* * *x

Most of the women, in their
20s and 30s, wore red head
scarves. That, said one, was fo
represent blood. “It means,”
she said, “that we have de-
clared war. We have given up
black for mourning.”

The demonstration Monday
was perhaps the climax of a
cross-Canada caravan to protest
the continued existence in Can-
ada of law limiting abortion. It
- began in British Columbia seven
weeks ago and ended in Ottawa
last weekend.

On Saturday several hundred
demonstrators gathered on Par-
liament Hill to protest the legis-

Code last year, permits abor-
tion, but only when a committee
of doctors at an accredxted hos-

* pital are agreed that it is _peces-
or: the

sary because. the life “or~
health of the women involved
in danger. LR

The women mamtam—and
some government spokesmen
&nvately admit—that the legls-

tion has proven largely inef-
fective because the medical pro-
fession has chosen to interpret
the legislation m its narrawest
sense,

_-The word “health” -contained

as any in North America, but
instead it had been interpreted
so as to ‘‘open no great averue”

tors removed. When that was
Jearly impossible, he ordered

38

lation which, as a result of o Canadian women in search ot
amendments {o the Criminal legal abortion.

Why are people afraid of scrapping abortion laws? What re-
strains politicians, any more than their natural resistance to com~
mitting themselves to making progress at speed? Somehow abortion
is a dirty word, with dirty associations; itis a word to be shied away
from. Itisa word that can get polmcians in trouble,

—————

- “But: abortlon .should' not be dirty, nor ‘should"if be  inhéalihy.”
Abortign s unhealthy ¢ it 1s carriedoutby 2 hack doctor in a sleazy
back room, But it need not be,-if handled tastefully in a hospital with
all the skill and protectlon that, modern medicine can otrer.

In conu'ast what {s-healthy about bringing an unwanted child into
this world? What is healthy about wrecking a woman's life for the sake
of a folly? What {s smart about contributing to potential over-
population? In short, what’s. healthy about tragedy, all the forms of
traeedy that lnevltably result &ogmmh&ot abo rtion?

ke D bR s R o
315 abormn lfnmoral? f?s,‘lnghu 68 ‘E‘:’a&whﬁ' fn‘ﬁ{

rellglous context, That {5 "their privilege. Religious beliefs — —~ any
personal bellefs — deserve respect and defence. But not necessarily
to the extent of imposlnc them as legislation. And despite some slight
easing In the name of 20th century reform, Canada still has laws

prohibiting abortion,

The whole point of the argument in favor of scrapping all pro=
hibitive abortion laws. is that a woman has the right to control her
own body; just as a woman has the right to control her own mind, to
worship, or to practise any form of religion, free of hindrance, dis~
crimination — or law,

We belleve the word abpruon has no plnco in Canada s lawbooka. 2
We are not advocating promiscuity, or denying religious freedom; we
are hot encouraging medical prostitution, We are advocating freedom,
And this includes the freedom of a woman to decide what she does with

her own body, to declde whether or not she shall bring a chlld mw
the world,. - .. '~
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AFTER WQMEN’S‘ INVASION' 7

Drotective shield urged for MPs

"~ By WAYNE MacDONALD part of the galleries would . from Vancouver and- held special galleries by forging ° cess ‘of the bomber from

Sun’Ottawa Bureau - jump up and continue the , public rallies in a dozen cities, < MP’s signatures to the passes. Toronto, but MP’s have never
 OTTAWA — Members of ha{;l:gu:éwildered protective bad asked to meet last Satur- required. Where' they gotthe - been “able to settle on a suita-
E::rlhment_ t;"inmthemngm; ‘Stficers ran from one end of day with Prime Minister black passes remains a mys- ble solution. e
Commsgs%-olfov'in e ogs. the ‘thamber to the otherbut Pierre Elliott Trudeau, Health  tery. . e - Parliaments here and in
wesk’s+. shouting demonstri-5 they"ﬁumn't cqptxfol the sifua- =~ Minister John Munro, or Jus- The trick of chaining them-  Britain have 2 centuries-old
Hon by wagben demanding kgé‘%q Ot s e Tl ﬁce_»_metgr John Turner: | selves to their gallery seats tradition of free access to the
w4 oy ﬁr Speaker Lucien Lamoureux, Trudeau begged off, saying =~ was the piece de resistance. public and _officials want to

s B R equally-fie wl 1dered; first e ‘was: busy preparing for his  While the call went out for bolt  maintain it, if possible. :

1

The > Commons’” 12-member <% ordered’: the = demonstrators current trip’ to the Far East.  cutters the women were able More and more members,

committee” on proce_dg,re_hand ejected, then ordered the ' Munro was’ ifi Géneva attend- to continue their high-pitched however, are coming ~around
organization is delving: into  entire public and press galler- ing a health conference. speeches while the _guards to the idéa of some sort of
the security problem, and  jes cleared, and finally’ was Turner left and played tennis  looked on in despair. .. protective shield between
RCMP are investigating cases  forced to adjourn the House. because he did not like the The problem of security in themselves and the galleries
of forgery of MPs’ signatures It was the first time in the women's demanding tone. the House has been plaguing and this will be considerd. ;
by some of the abortion™sup-  103.year history of the Cana.  When the government ref- members and the police since  In the meantime, protective
porters. == dian Parliament that such 'an used to see the women, they the summer of 1964, when officers are keeping-a keen
: gsmonl . proposals bemgcg\ adjournment was provoked by decided to “damn well see the  Vancouverite -David Cowlis- watch on everyone in the gal-
sidered are ‘“d“‘gx d": a disturbance in the galieries, government,” and organized ~haw threw a.carton of beef leries. Ihave been chalienged
P“r:;‘fc galleries behind'sound”.. and has led to the fears that  the disturbance. blood on to the chamber floor. in the House and in the mem-
proof, bullet-proof glass, and ;any kook group or individual At least half of them man- "The worries escalated in  bers’ lobby .no fewer than
electronic checks of persens .could do the same thing. aged to get access to the May, 1966, with the near-suc- three times this week.
entering the House to_see if (The “business of the House : ' =
they are carrying concealed” ywas _suspended, - but . not
objects. _*. . .- adjourned, in 1966 when a man
MPs and members; of the  yith a bomb blew himself up
parliamentary protective staff i, 3 Commons washroom. He
are frankly fearful that'some-  was believed to be on his way
one could easily get intothe 45 the chamber ‘when__ it
Commons with a bomb or 2 exploded.)

weapon. 3 s some ways, the govern-
Their concern cameé o & fment itself brought on this
head when 36 women —sev- [ yeek’s demonstration when it
eral of them from Vancouver ' refused to meet with the
o rfo{:?lg ?: l:gg:‘\%:g":h“:: “women from the Cross Canada
held a well-organifed scream- i Abortion Caravan who were
ing match in-all fouf of the
Commons’ galleries.- ~ ." - . .
. Some of the demonstrators
had _chained themselves to
jeir.seats with bicycle chains
% nd Toéks, " atid - werd -able"td
continue their shouts for “free
abortions  on’.demang *,while
ied arousid to find
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