WEIENTS CAUCTS ’

"Rooz &,
307 West Broadwey,
VANCCSVEDR, 2. C. March 10th 1970,

Hon. Leslie Petersorn,
Atlornay Gonersl,
and
Hon. lph Lof{lmark,
Minister of Eealth Services & Hospitzl Insurance,
Parliczent Blégs.,
VICTCRZL, B. C.

RE: WOMEN'S RIGITS - A B O RTICN
Facilities for Birth Control Information,
Pregnancy Testing, Maternity Care,
Thexrepeutic Abortion, Sterilization and
Dear Sirs: - ’ Vasectony in BRITISH COLTMBIA

We are writing regarding the lack of the above-noted facilities
end to request an open meeting with you, during the next three weeks, regarding
same. We are asking for a "meeting™ rather than a hearing as when we approached
Deputy Labor Minister Sands regarding Human Rights for Women at the Hearing,
held Dec. 3rd 1969, at Hotel Georgia, Vancouver, B. C., we were told that we
could ask questions but that would not necessarily mean that we would receive
answers - and we have not heard from him since (we also asked for evening meet-
ings in order that working women could attend) therefore, as we are interested
in communicating our ideas regarding facilities and hearing yours - we request
& meeting.

that the health and welfare of people within s Province are under the Jurisdiction
of that province, therefore, we request for the women of British Columbisa the
followings

TIME LIMIT . '

l. That in cases where therapeutic abortion has been
Tequested by a woman and when Pregnancy has been
proved positive, usually by the 42nd day after con-
ception, that therapeutic abortion - as allowed by
doction 237 of the Criminal Codo of Canada - bo carried
out within 7 dayn, thug relioving tho woman of additional
and unnecessary mental and Physical stress,

FACILITTES
2. That additional facilities for birth coatrol information,
pregnancy testing, therapeutic abortion, maternity cere,
- s L sterilization ang vasectony be set up in the seme physical
L =, . structure as extentions of hospitals and/or elinics and
3 that these facilitiea_gé;publioly funded fnd commnity

2

> oontrolled,




~ CATIOLIC JiOSPITALS
J. 'That Catholic llonpitals recoiving pudlic funds no longer
~be allowed Lo rofuso modical doctors the right to carry
out therapoutic abortions, sterilizations ond vapoectonies,

1

RED TAPE - ABORTION COMMITTERS

k. That the Provincial Governmont investigate, immediately,
why the red tape surrounding the medical profession and
hospital abortion commitiees is a cause of death by illegal
abortion, ¢ ia woll known that many doctors send patients
to othor counirios rethor than haosle with the red tape
involved in thorapeutic abortion. Womon's Cnucus plans
to have ABDORTION RIMOVED FROM THE CRIMINAL CODE DURING 1970,
however, we realize that removing abortion from the Code is
only one step and obtaining facilities for medical abortions.
in order that women can obtain the medical care that is their
right i8 a provincial matter.

REPRESENT WQMEN TO FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

5¢ That because the Provincial Government under the British
North America Act is responsible for the health and welfare
of women within the province and due to the fact that the
Criminal Code of Canada Section 237 is not conducive to
the health of women and in fact this law causes a number
of British Columbia women to die each year, we ask that
the Government of British Columbia appeal to Ottawa to -
remove abortion from the Criminal Code.

MEDICAL PROFESSICON

6. That the Provincial Government advise the B, C. Medical
Profession that they are neglecting the women of British
Columbia when they refuse - because of the time factor
involved and red tape - to present women's cases for thera- ,
peutic abortions to the hospital Abortion Committees, causing ‘
such cases to seek illegal or self-induced abortions = which -
bring silent death to approximately 2,000 Canadian women each ‘
year and cause women to spend burdening sumés of money to seek
abortions in countries with more humane abortion laws and
cause women undue mental and physical stress.

Abortion we realize is a problem in many countries, in Italy it is
estinated thet over 40,000 women die from illegal abortioms each year, in the
United States over 10,000 women die each year - more than the troops in Vietnanm,
and 100,000 are mutilated, in Ceneda approximately 2,000 women die each yeaxr.
These are ugly figures, not ones that many countries wouldle proud of,

The Vancouver Women's Caucus ask to meet with you during the next
“hree webks in order that British Columbia liminate such ugly statistics on death
from abortion, :

Trusting to meet with you, we remaiﬁ,
| _, S8incercly, y
e
#%/ /)//.a,u,(&/
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