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WO, AEMNIS LIBFRATION FRESOLUTION

The line of this resolution has been adopted by the Central Committee
for submission to the 1972 convention.

Never before has there becn a feminist movement as radical in its
critique of society, & irreconcilable in its opposition to oppression, and as
potentially powerful a force for helping to ¢~ '“at ~pp-~csion, as the emerg-
ing feminist movement of today. This new feminist movement, which stands
on the shoulders of the struggles for equality of the pioneer Canadian fem-
inists, has already reached into all layers of society.

The scope of this radicalization of Canadian women can be seen not
only in the rmany different forms of the organized feminist movement -- from
conscioushess raising groups to single issue action coalitions -- but much
more broadly in the great interest in and sympathy with feminist ideas.
Feminism is a best seller with hundreds of feminist books bel"g published
in the last few years. The women's magazines have changed to reflect this
radicalization with feminist columns, interviews and articles. The establish-.
ment of wornen!s stud'es courses on many Canadian campuses is yet another
reflection. Some of the most conservative organizations, traditionally status
¥ quo and pro establishment, such as the churches, the YWCA, the Canadian
Medical Association and the Canadian Fsychiatric Association, etc., have
been compelled to respond to this radicalization of women from many differ-
ent backgrounds.

The Foyal Commission on the Status of Women in Canada, designed
by Ottawa to siphon off or deadend the growing demands of women for an
end to their second clacs siatus, only resulted in giving further impetus to
thiz radicalization. It esisblished s incontrovertible fact the situation that
many women were beginning to suszspect -- that 53% of the population is
discriminated against at all jevels and in all fields, and is systematically
excluded from the mainstream of cociety.

The struggle of women is taking many forms, from individual protest
and quesiioning, to actions in the streetls appealing to the populace at large
against central aspects of women!s oppression. All these diverse struggles
are aspects of the growing feminist movement.

The feminist niovement t-day begins by questioning all the basic assump-
tions of this society, Feminists are rejecting the myth that permeates cap-
italisrn and has been a cornerstone of all class society -- the myth of
the "natural inferiority of women". More and more women are rejecling
what is said to be their "biological destiny'", the traditional role of women
in the nuclear family. And these women are looking at society as a source
of their oppression rather than to their own "inherent nature". This bold
denial of biological inferiority is part of the unprecedented militancy of femin-
ism today.



F. oots of the New F eminism

The new feminist movernent is emerging out of the sharpening contra-
dictions of capitalism. It is becoming glaringly obvious to increasing numbers
of women that the m-ans exist to free themj that the material means are
widely available to free women from all the most onerous aspects of house-
work; and that medical science is now capable of developing means to allow
wonien to have control over their bodies to a degree never before possible
in human history. It iz common knowledge that a shorter period of a wo-
man's lifespan is now devoted to her traditional role as childbearer and
childrearer; that women &re cpending more time in educational institutions
than ever before; and that more women are in the work force -- the per-
centage rising from 1/4 to ove'- 1/3 in the last 15 yesars -- and thus have
independent incomes.

~ut these developments, far from freeing women, have only served to
pose more sharply the big contradiction between the possibilities for their
liberation and the reality of their oppression. Women are still impriscne”’
by their traditional role in class society, that of wife and childbearer, chain-
ed to domestic slavery. They are denied access to safe effective birth
control and abortion and to child care facilities. The married woman who
works is forced to work two shifiz, one for the boss and one for her family.
All working women are forced to accept lower wages, rationalized by the
supposed primacy of their "natural role" in the family and thus the secon-
dary character of their job. Sven a superior education doesn't qualify wornen
for rmost jobs held by less educated men.

While women tod>y can sze the increased possibiliti~s of freeing them-
sclves, they are denied the opportunity to do so. They are told from birth
tc death that before all else they must be a wife and mother,

The new feminism is ziso a product of and an integral part of a broad-
er radicalization taking place in Canada and throughout the world. Women
have gained inspiration and the confidence to struggle from the other struggles

of the oppressed for their rights. Three movemensin particular have in-
spired Canadian women =-- the student movernent with its many facetted
struggle against the war in Vicinam, for student democracy, etc.; the

struggle of the “.uebecocis for sclf determination; and the black struggle in
the Ulnited States. '

Student women, with their experience in other anti-capitalist struggles,
particularly the moverent in defense of the heroic struggle of the Vietnamese
for self-deterrnination, founded the first femin-° groups in Canada a few
years ago. [T1oday students in the universities and now, reaching down into
the high schools, are among tne most active builders of the mass action
campaigns of the ferninist movement.

From the beginning, the feminist movernent in Fnglish Canada and
“:uebec has been internationalist in its outlook, looking for inspiration and
expressing its solidarity with struggles of other oppressed peoples. The
consciousness that oppressed minorities are rising up all over the world



- - 3 -

has played a big role in spurring this oppressed majority to struggle against
its oppression. The rise of the black nationalist movement in the U.,S. with
its assertion of black pride and black power, its search for black history,
and its consciousness that all blacks are oppressed, played an especcially
important role in sparking the explosion of feminist consciousness, pride

and sisterhood upon which the feminist movement is based.

In —:uebec, the nationalist consciousness of the ‘.:uebuzcoises, oppressed
as part of a nation as well as a sex, has added militancy to their develop-
ing feminist conscousness. -—uebecoi-23s are even more oppressed by all
the reactionary institutions and atti" de - of capiialist engendered male supre-
macy, more subject to clerical reaction, lack of access to abortion, depriv-
ed of even more legal rights than their sisters in English Canada,

Tha involverment of wornen in the nationalist struggle in =uebec has
propelled them into action against their own oppression. #And «uebecoises,
in questioning the family and other basic institutions of capitalism, have added
an explosive new element with its own dynamic to the radicalization of the

nation. “.uebec feminists have raised the slogan: Pas de «uebec libre
sans liberation des femimes! Fas de fenimes libres sans liberation du
~luebect (No free Giuebec without liberation of women! No liberated wo-

men without the liberatiecn of “iuebec! )

Feminism has touched ail asgects of L.uebec zocie”:, ' response to
this power{ul movernent, as yet scarcely structured, the .uebec government
was forced last year to pass a numbeir of laws granting women a few of
the rights conceded to men over @ century ago. The demonstrations of
woriten around the FLt«. trials forced the reform of the w<uebec courts to
permit women to sit on juries; the protests of women also brought bills
enabling. ~.uebec women tc drink in certain pubs and enabling married women
to own property, sign contracis, etc.

 Feminism was a big factor in thic Spring's ‘.uebec labor upsurge.
The upsurge was marked by the tendency for each sector of the nation to
raise their own demands as part of the struggle and women were certainly
no exception to this tendency,

The original deniand of the pubiic sector for a $160 a week minimum
wage was above all a demand of the women workers -- 60% of the public
workers are women, &nd these woimnen, triply oppressed as women, ‘-.ue-
bacois and workers, earn with few excepticns considerably less than the
$100 nmiinimum.

There are numiorous examples of the woren strikers! militancy. Wo-
it.an teachers and nurses played a particularly prorminent role in the strug-
gle. Women were in the leadership of the occupation of Albert Frevost
hospital and in pressuring the doctors to support the workers! control of
the hospital. Inspired by the example of the Eig Three labor leaders in
opting for jail rather than bail, 17 female labor leaders along with 17 male
leaders convicted of contempt oi court charges for directing their members
to defy the government strikebreaking injunction, marched back to prison



to forfeit their bail and serve their sentences. Their defiant act served as
a symbol to the nation.

The riost sustained and organized expression of the development of
feminist consciousness in "““uebec as in T nglish Canada has been the move-
ment for repeal of the abortion laws. This movement attacks directly the
traditional view of the ‘““uebecoise solely as wife and mother. It demands
that women be the cnes who control their own lives, not their husbands,
father, priests, and politicians. It is through this struggle against the fed-
eral government's anti-abortion laws that wormen from both <xuebec and
Fngl ish Canada have united, through separate organizational forms, in
common struggle against the Canadian state.

The Faniily

Feminism challenges the myin that women » always been subser-
vient to men and that they are biologically destined for this status. Capital-
ist mythology teaches that the nuclear famiiy always existed and that women
who question their role in it are unnatural, sinfull, sexually frustrated, suf-
fering from "penis envy" and other psychological disorders. Bourgeois
historians, sociclogists, and anthropoiogists have hidden the real facts of
wornenis role in history, Doctors and scientists have hidden the truth of
women's biology.

Feminists today are involved in @ search for their real history and
for the tools 1o create their iutures, “nis process has highlighted the
significance of the long neglecied and suppressed work of Frederick Engels,
Karl Marx and rarxists of tocay.

ifiarxists have excosed the real facts of women!s history -- that con-
trary io bourgeois mythology, womean have not always been oppressed.
For the greater pert of human history, before the development of private
property, socia! ciosces and the iamily, women were the economic and
social leaders in 2 society based on communal property relations and egal-
itarianisri. It was orly vith the development of the relatively recent insti-
tui “n3 of class society that women were dethroned and patriarchy established,

In the early cornmunz! societies the basic economic unit was not the
farnily, but ratnher the maternal clan, organized and led by women. The
clan was responsible for providing for the needs of all its members on an
equal basis. Women's downifall caine with the transfer of the central social
and economic functions from the clan to the individual pa'~iarchal families.
This historic turning point came with the development of economic surplus
and the individual accumulation of this surplus as private property. In the
family women became isolated from community activity and monogamy for
the wifé was sirictly enforced to assure legitimate heirs. The existence
of the family as a basic institution of soci 'y, far from being an eternal
organization is only of recent origin, brought about through a profound so-
cial revolution that overthrew the egalitarian matriarchal society which had
existed for hundreds of thousands of years previously.
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These facts not only expose the fallacy of the myth of the "natural
inferiority” of women, they also point to the road to women's liberation: if
it iook a social rewvolution which culininated in the overthrow of communal
property relations to dethrone women from their leading position in society,
it will take a rewvolution, no less profound, to overthrow private property
relations and to lay the basis for the liberation of women.

family

Today, the patriarchal nuctsar/ unit, the latest form of the farnily which
has oxisted in one form or another thrcughout the whole of class society,
rernains as the basic social institution of class society and the basic institu-
tion through which women are oppressed. FFar from being a harmonious
relationship based on frec association and love, the family is in reality a
prison. All its members are in effect bound to it not by choice but by
economic and social compulsion.

Capitalism doesn't socially provide any of life'ls necessities. Instead it
shoves this overwhelming responsibility onto the nuclear family. Each indi-
vidual family unit is dependent on its own resources to provide for the wel-
jare of its members -- to provide food, clothing, shelter, health care, child
care, education, care of the sick and old. #And each family is thrown into
competition with all the others to get an adequate share of the available jobs,
goods and services. Thus the family is one of the basic instruments through
which the social and economic inequities between different classes are perpe-
tuated.

‘NMomen are the backbone of the family. Within the family they are de-
fined by their rep~nductive functions; their central role is that of child bear-
er and childrearer. Women provide the unpaid labor that is essential to the
carrying out of the tasks class society has assigned to the family.

The role of women in the family means that the birth of a child commits
a worman to years of work and drudgery, and exclusion from other areas
of human activity. This is as true today as it was in the past when the
faimily con.sumed all of the woman's time and strength in productive activity.
Their role in the family serves as the chief rationalization for the oppression
of women in all other spheres: the role of wife and mother -- defined as
primary and life-long -~ is used to justify unequal job and educational op-
portunity, lower pay, the exploitation of women as sex objects, discrimina-
tion against women in all fieids including arts, sports, scientific research,
etc., and the use of women as a part of the reserve army of labor.

Lack of control over her body is the fundameantal factor that drives a
woman into marriage and motherhood and ties her for life to the family.
" ecause women lack control over the decision to have children, they lack
control over their lives. The wvulnerability and dependency which flow
froii this are important features of every woman!s existence. It helps to
reinforce the concept that women are basically powerless, subject to forces
beyond their control. It helps keep wornen dependent on their husbands,
boyfriends, and ‘athers, not simply for economic security but even for
their social status and psychological identity.
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In addition to shiftng the burden for social welfare onto individuals, the
farnily al so plays a crucial role in inculcating the norms and values of the
private property system. It teaches competitiveness -- security as a unit
through comp tition with other family units, a sense of private property, and
a2 narrow outiook on life. Within the patriarchal family with its sexual re-
pression and hi:rarchical setup, children receive training in submissiveness
to authority, a training necessary to an economic system which demands ac-
ceptance of the richt of the rich to rule.

Women, along with radicalizing youth, are questioning the family. The
danands of the feminist movement for 24 hour child care facilities provided
by the state, free access to birth control and abortion, and equal pay and
job opportuniiies hit directly at the family which relies on economic and social
force. Opponents of the womenls liberation movement accuse feminists who
attack the family as an institution of wanting to destroy warm relationships
between people. B ut in fact it is the family system and class society which
are the real destroyers of genuine human relationships .- Nomen are putting
forward demnands to make it possible for: profoundly human relationships to
develop between m-~n and women, children and parents. Their demands
attack the fundamental character of capitalist society which puts its insatiable
drive ior profit before the satisfaction of human needs and pose the necess-
ity of a new, non-class ridden society - a socialist society.

A Fevolutionary Strategy for YWomen!s Liberation

The oppression of women is one of the basic building blocks of class
society and the myth of the "natural inferiority" of women is a cornerstone
of bourgeois ideology. The growing reflection by women of this deepseated
oppression is -~ profouncly revolutionary development. When women question
their oppression, they must question the very basis of this society which
rests on the oppression of all women and the overwhelming majority of men
for the benefit of a tiny minority of capitalists who ocwn the wealth and rule
over the majority.

Zut some forces in the women!s liberation movement feel that it is
impossible to unite women against this deep-seated oppression. They claim
that women are divided in so many ways that it is impossible to unite them: in
one comimon movemeni. Women, they point out, belong to different classes
in society; and as such have nothing vital in common with one another that
inakes it possible ‘or them to unite in struggle. Therefore, they conclude,
to unite them is impossible. What is needed i to or! ‘htlo one seclor of wo-
rnen, to working class women, or poor women, or women of oppressed
nationalities.

Others hold the oppos e point of view -- that women have everything
in common and -that any differences among wornen of class or race, etc. are
of no importance. Some of these women believe that women constitute an
oppressed class or caste and that the source of womenls oppression lies
not in class society, but in men as a sex. They see the struggle as being
against innate male chauvinism rather than against capitalist society with
its patriarchal institutions which sustain and breed male chauvinism.



-7 -

Eoth -these views are wrong because they deny the fundamental nature
of the oppression of women. To be sure women are divided by class so-
ciety into different classes, nations, etc. Eut at the same time there is a
powerful basis for the unity of all women and that is -- universal female
oppression. Wom-n ol all social classes suffer -- to very different degrees--
from lack of child care facilities, lack of access to safe birth control and
abortion, unsqual pay, job discrimination, warped education, and social con-
ditioning. These are all aspects of a very real oppression of women and
all woimien have a stake in siruggling around these issues. Wor king class
woinen and worinen of oppressed miinorities, who suffer most from this op-
pression, have the biggest interests in struggling around these issues and
when they really commence to move, will constitute the biggest battalions
and develop the nmiost thoroughgoing fighters. E ut all women to varying de-
grees can be won to the struggle,

The feminist struggle is different and independent from all other move-
ments because it is based on a unique oppression and. unfolds accordingly
with its ocwn unique dynamic. Since women as a sex are oppressed by
capitalisrn, a strategy can b developed that can unite women of widely dif-
ferent backgrounds and experience in common struggle against the source of
their oppression. No other movement or anti-capitalist struggle can sub-
stitute for the independent organization of women which is essential to winning
full liberation ior women.

E ut at the same time, the struggle of women is part of the broader
anti-capitalist struggle. Wernen have a basic interest in supporting and allying
with others who are struggl ing against capitalisni. As long as social re-
lations are organized on the basis of private property and production for
profit, the material foundations which gave rise to the family and the subjuga-
tion of women will continue, along with war, racism, economic exploitation,
and alienation, The struggles of all oppressed sectors of sociely -- women,
workers, students, oppressed nationalities -- to meet their needs, drive
toward cone cornmon goal -- the destruction of capitalism.

=~ evolutionaries, in projecting 2 strategy must understand how the ruling
class rules and how power will be wrested from its hands. In Canada, we
face one of the most highly organized, most conscious ruling classes in his-
tory, closely allied with the most powerful ruling class cn earth -- the U.S.
capitalist class. No small or elite force will be capable of taking power from
their hands. The struggle against Canada's present rulers must mobilize
the rnajority of the population, under the leadership of the working class and
its vanguard, to take the resources out of the hands of the tiny class which
controls them for their own private profit and place them under the control
of the vast majority.

The teminist movement represents the emergence of new forces which
have the potential of organizing hundreds of thousands of womer in anti-
capitalist struggle and neutralizing and depriving capitalisn: of - ' basis
of support among millions more. #As such, it represents an important com-
ponent in the coming Canadian rewvolution., A revolutionary strategy for
women must be aimed at bringing into struggle te fight for their own interests
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against those of the ruling class, the millions of women who have not yet
inoved against their oppression,

_ The building of a mass movernent requires the understanding that the
capitalist class rules in this country througn fears and illusions as well as

by violence. A key illusion among the oppiressed masses that helps to
perpetuate class rule is that this = ystem is capable of reforming itself to
saticly the needs of the vast majority. It is only through the experience of
struggle that it becomes clear to the rmasses that they must take over and
control society for themselves if their dernands are to be fully met. And it

is through struggle that the oppressed and exploited masses begin to gain con-
fidence in the poten il power they have to do this.

The struggle of women at ine turn of the century was an aspect and
an extention of the bourgecis democratic revolution which granted democratic
rights but in an incomplete and uneven form. Teday many of those rights
still do no! exist for women or exist only on pape~ so that today's feminists!'
struggle is also ior the most basic righis. Eut cupitalism today, far from
expanding and opening up a period of widening concessions, is aitempling to
turn back the clock. It is prepared to extend democratic rights and grant
significant reforms only if ‘orced o by a iremendous struggle of the oppres-
sed. Such struggles have profoundly revolutionary implications.,

A~ rewvolutionary strategy for the feminist rnovement must be based on a
nrogram of both transitional and democratic demands that can mobilize the
masses of woimen in struggle against concrete marnifestations of their oppres-
sion and for their most urgently felt needs. The purpose of this program,
which is part of the broader transitional program of the socialist revolution,
is not to establish a series coi demands which themselves individually or as
a totality liberate women or "smash capitalism', but rather it is to mobilize
rmasses of women in struggle against the ruling cizss and its government.
This program is ot imp csed upon tne mass movement by the revolutionaries,
it comes out of the struggie itself. The tas< confronting revolutionary social-
ists is to recognize the problerns that cncern women, the stage cof the strug-
gle and the actual cituaticn and forimulate demands to propose to women (ry-
ing to act against their oppression.

The rewlutionaries of thn league for Socialist Action/ L.igue Socialists
Quwvriere first singled out some of the key problers facing women today in
the presentation of the LSA/LSQO brief to the Soyal Commission on the
Status of Women in 1468, Four main problems were singled out and demands
raised for them:

1) Wormr 1 rmust be freed from her iraditional responsibilities for the child.
A far reaching system of government--financed facilities including nursery
schools and child care centers controlled by those who use them must b~
established. A state wage for those women whe choose to be homemakers.
2) ‘Woem-n must have complete control of her_body. Dirth control devices
and information freely available to ali. The remocval of all restrictions on
abortion,

3) Special measures to_ensure that vomen benefit fully from the educational
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system. Abolition of tuition fees and an income for students; universal co-
education; special encouragement in analytical fields tc compensate for the
social prejudices which now exclude women; write women back into history.
4) All barriers exciuding women from equality in the area of work must be
removed. S qual pay for women; end sex discrimination in job classification;
require employers by law to grant generous maternity leave with full pay.

These four areas have become areas of struggle cver the past four
years. . ‘any of these demands have been developed further in struggle and
other demands have arisen. In the first two areas listed, the main demands
have become most clearly defined --- free 24 i our child care as a central
measure for freeing women from their traditional responsibilities for the child;
and rcpeal d the anti-abortion laws to enable women to gain control of their
bodies.

The unfolding struggle of women has also revealed the issue which is
of prirme concern to women -- the right to abortion. This struggle, around
the dernand for repeal of the anti-abortion laws, has already mobilized thou-
sands of women in action, through dernonstration::, petitioning, meetings, etc.
The large number of crganizations and individuals who have spoken out for
repeal but who have nct yet joined the repeal struggle indicate the possibil-
ities for mobilizing masses of women arcund this issue. The core of a
rmass feminist movement aiready exisis around this question. This struggle
for repeal of the anti-abortion laws is demonstrating that women can unite
around a clear demand. Although the upsurge of the new feminist movement
is not even half a decade old, it has already revealed that the struggle around
this issue as the central one for the development cf the movement intc a mass
ferninist rmowvement,

It is no accident that aborticn on demand has become the issue around
which women today are o-ganizing their first big international campaign.
There are three main factors which have made the right to abortion the key
demand of the femir movement —-- the fact that weman's lack of control of
her own repi ductive processes is so iundamental to her oppression in all
areas; the fact that scientifically this control is now within reach, blocked
cnly by reactionary laws, which are ciearly pcsed as the source of the
problem; and the fact that the ruling class and its supporters have chosen
to make abcrtion the issue around which te push back the entire feminist
struggle.

The abortion issue is rnobilizing women because it strikes so prefoundly
at the basic definition of women in this society, as regroductive machines.
For thousands of years, the whole of class society, wecmen have livad with-
in the narrow circumscribed role of wife and mother. The have been
denied the right to control their own rep.sductive functions. They have
been kept ignorant cof the most basic facts about their own bodies, igncrant
of their own sexual and social needs, and denied access to birth control
and abortion,

T his bitterly oppressive society punishes women for any attempt to
freely express their own sexuality. It drives young women into the oppres-
sive famlly institution by holding aver them the constant threat of pregnancy
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with the ostricization and shame that goes with it. Susceptibility to unplanned
pregnancies is used to justify the discrimination that women face in all areas
of life, on the job, in the educational system, elc. This society has devel-
oped a concept to uphold this narrow definition of wermen i3 mnly child-
bearers and childrearers, it has devel oped the concept of the "natural role
of women'" that for women "biology is destiny. The fact that although abor-
tion today is a simple, safe operation, access to I is denied women by law
has propelled women into action for this basic democratic right. YWomen can
see in this issue that it is the government, with its laws, that is standing in
the way of their needs. They feel that if only they can rmobilize enough
support they can win this right frcm the government, They know if they do,
it will be no mere symbolic gain fer women but rather an important step
forward in their strucgie ior liberation,

The opponents of women's liberation have made this struggle a central
confrontation. They alsc recognize how key this issue is to the opgpression
of women and they are organizing cn an international scale to make sure that
woimen do not win abortion on demand and that what gains towards it that
woinen have won are turned back. Around this issue, an important ideol-
cgical conirontation is taking place between the feminists and the upholders of
the oppression of wornen. The oppositicn has mobilized on its side all the
mcst reacionary and powerful insiitutions of this society -- the state, with
its gevernrnent, courts, police, schoecis, the media, etc; and the Catholic
Church. Feminists have the task of mobilizing the millions of women from
all classes who need repeal of the anti-abortion iaws. This struggle will
remain the centra! confrontz ‘on between ihe oppressers of women and the
supporters of the feminist struggie for the next period.

Since the appearance of the first sign of the new rise of feminism, the
capitalist rulers have unleasined a vicious atiack on the feminist movement.
They have used their most sophisticated propaganda inethods to try lo con-
vince women that their interests lie, not with the femirist struggle, but in
remaining docile and feminire, happy in their "natural role'. They have
iried tc slander the feminist imovement as being a small bunch of bra burners
expressing only theirn'_?u\.'n sexual frustration. Lut as the feminist movement
has grown and founci?immec?‘.ate response to many of its demiands among
thousands of women, ihe bourg:oisiz has had to develop other lines of
attack on this profoundly revolutonary movement. MNo longer able to dismiss
this growing movemeni, they are attempling to direct its attack away from
the capitalist system. They have launched a massive rropaganda campaign
designed to turn feminists' attention away frem the st~uggle to change society
into a harmless search for individual personal liberation. They have, parti-
cularly through the women'!s magazines and other facets of the media, put
forward the picture of the "liberated woman", rnaking a new lifestyle for
herself within the system. Their attempt to foster reformist illusion has led
them te hail all the m sonservative wings of the movement and attempt to
portray them as the real movement. At the same time they have continued
to slander and attack the mass action oriented wing of the movement, singling
out the struggle for repeal of the anti-abertion laws to organize a full scale
attack on feminism. They are attempting to split the feminist movement
around this issue, paying lip service tc some of the less sharply posed
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issues of the movement. They are attempting to set back the entire struggle
of wormen by defeating them on the abortion confront-tion.,

The ruling class understands very well that abortion law repeal is the
issue capable of rmobilizing nasses oi Canadian women in action independent
of, and in opposition to theni. Thus they aim to isolate and defeat the repeal
wovement. They put pressure on women to abondon their mairﬁ/ﬂ%’%g r of
safer channels and issues. They have made the abortion issue the dividing
line in the feminist movenient between the supporters of a mass action strat-
egy and thcse who oppose this strategy. This pressure has been reflected
in the feminist moverment by ultralefts and sectarians as well as reformists
and liberals. Some of the more preminent ini’’ itors of the feminist movement
like .2arlene Dixon have retreated from the feminist struggle under this pres-
sure.

The ~Abortion Caravan -- a turning pcint for the feminist niovement

The right to safte legal abortion first sur’cced as a central organizing
issue for ferrinists \ ith the 1670 spring abortion caravan initiated by the Van-
couver Woiner. 5 Caucus. Frior to the caravan the feminist movement had
only organized small action :nd meelings and the gap between the wide:-
spread interest of women ir feminism and the tiny feminist groups was gain-
fully wide. The Caravan, which reached out to women across the country ,
posed concretely the challenge of mass actiointo bridge this gap between the
actually organized femminist movement and its pctential.

Ferrinists began »rganizin | ‘gainst the abortion laws b~-2use they
knew fror their awn experience that denial of abcrtion was a big problem
for wemen in Canada, ost of the groups, composed largely of university
studen’ -, had been invoilved in abortion referral - the service of helping
woinen find competent illegal abortionists or referring them to clinics in the
United States where they could get legal abortions. The problem, they quick-
ly saw, was theg law, the "reformed" abortion law which enabled a few rich
worien to obtain?ggor‘ﬁons but denied this right te ihe/?'f'?aejgnr‘ity of women.
This frustratin; work of helping cnly a har-iful of the hundreds of thousands
cf woinen wheo needed access to abortion turned feminists! attention towards
a campaign to get rid of the @bortion law.

The Caravan was a kold action, travelling throujh tewns and cities
that had cnly heard of "women's lib" in the newspapers. It culminated in a

series of dramatic actions in Ottawa ‘uding a demonstration and r*ally*\oul-
side the Farliament buildings dernanding free abortion on demand and repeal
cf the laws. T1¥% of 500 women fii

The press gave the Caravan big coverage, drawing the attention of
millicns cof Canadians to it,

The abortion campaign was launched. E ' the Caravan, which posed
the direction forward for the feminist movement, also revealed the prcoblems.
I'*s ecrganizers were primarily wemen from the New Left who didn't under-
stand the need for a mass action strategy for women's liberation. They
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weére afraid that new women entering the movement would dilute the radical
content of the movernent and therefore tried to exclude those whom they

didn't consider varxists.

The ultraleft sectarians in the Caravan didn't understand that the

struggle itself -~ directed at ending a iundamental aspect of women's oppres-
ion, clearly again the government -- had a rewvclutionary thrust, and
were always looking for safeguards to ensure that it wouldn't be "cc-opted."

A victory, according to their twisted logic, instead of laying the basis for
further gains, would constitute a defeat! As the Caravan began across the

country it carried on cne side of the hearse which led the Caravan a ban-
ner reading "repeal the abortion laws" and on the other side '"'smash cap-
italisn," These ultralefts argued that it was dishonest to just talk about re-

peal without declaring on .every occasion that the womenl's liberation move-
rnent is a rewolutionary movermnent. Hence the most rewvolutionary slogan
they could think of, one they were sure wouldn!t be co-opted -- smash
capitalism.

Immecdiately after the abortion Caravan, the ultralefts and reformists
in the Vancouver Women!s Caucus dropped the abortion campaign. They
argued that the government would soon grant repeal of the laws and that
at any rate liberals would carry the fight., Rewolutionaries, they said, had
more important things to do. One group of "revolutionaries" who had par.
ticipated in the Caravan split from the Caucus claiming that a revolutionary
women's party was necessary and that they were going to build one. They
proceeded to build a "rewvolutionary collective" and soon faded from view.

Another group, led by Jean Rands, a founder of the caucus and its
paper the Fedestal, put forward the position that the task was not to org-
anize women aroun' issues but rather to crganize "around the totality of
women!s oppression." They proposed organizing cnly working class women
since these woinen are, they said, '"the worinen with power." Other women
in. the VWC, including members of the LLeague for Socialist Action and the
Young Socialists, argued that the task was to build a mass feminist rnove-
ment to unite in struggle 2l wornen, and that the abortion campaign con-
cretely posed the possibility of doing that. Unable to answer their arguments
politically, the R ands clique expelied the LSA and YS women, charging
thenr with being mernbers of a "male dominated organization.," This expu!-
sion brought about a deep split in. the feminist movement in Vancouver that
spread across the ccuntry. For several rmonths following the Caravan the
movement floundered, its only activity being an ongoing debate about its fut-
ure centering on the abortion campaign. The New L.eft leaders of many of
the groups copposed continuing the campaign against the government and red-
baited those who opposed them., At the same time the movement floundered
because of a crisis of leadership, the general sympathy with feminism con-
tinued tc grow.

In November 1$70 a cross-country conference was called for Saska-
toon, Sask. tc settle this question. The opponents of a mass action strat-
egy inustered all their arguments to explain why the movement could not
continue to organize a canipaign for abortion. Women from the Vanccuver
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Women'!s Caucus spoke of the need to organize around the "totality of wom-
en's oppression", and to assist working class women on picket lines as a
strategy. Feminists associated with the founding of the wemenls liberation
movement, such as Feggy iviorton and ~arlene Dixon charged those favor-
ing concentration on repeal of the abortion laws with being selfish and in-
stead of demanding things for themselves they should think of other people
jor @ change -- the Vietnarmese, the poor, the workers, etc. Dixon declar-
ed the feminist moveent dead, cited the abortion campaign in Canada and
the massive August 26 actions in the U.S.A. as "disasters'" and said that
she wanted to "split the feminist moveinent along class lincag efore she
loft it. These women cpposed any type of action until women’ 'worked out a
rounded analysis of their oppression.'" Eut the supporters of mass actior

argued that the consciousness of masses of womenfabout their oppression is
raised threough action.

'In spite of recdbaiting and radical-sounding appeals a Inrge minority of
the conference organized themselves into an abortion workshop and adopted
the onlyiconcrete action to come out of the conference -~ a continuation of
the abortion campaign with co-ordinated actions actions on Fe"ruary 135411874 ,

The February actions represented continuity of the abortion struggle,
and laid the basis for buiiding the large movement that is now organized in
Quebec and English Canada. They were successtul actions which drew to
them many new ferninisis and gave them a focus around which to organize.
They kept the feminist movement visible at a time when a section of it was
retreating from &ny outgeing acticn. Eut these aclions were limited both by
the denand they were organized around and the organizational form of the
groups that initiated them. :

~ epeal or free &bortion on cermand

They were orgonized around the demand of "free abertion on demand"
and led by multi-issue women'!s 'beration groups. Only in Toronto was a
cralition of all groups and incividuals supporting this single demand organized
for this action. This met with ric 'ast suceess but it collapsed after Feb. 13
because - disagreement over the slogan o! free abortion on demand.

Free abortion on demand was 2 principled demand expressing the need
~f women 1o have complete access to @bortion;but it was not an effective
deinand capable of rnobilizing the mass of Canadian women. It is the anti-
abortion laws ih the federa! criminal ac:ode that prevent women from obtaining
abertions, These laws make-obtaining?abomion a risky, expensive, degrad-
ing experience for Canadian women. Free abortion on demand, while ex-
pressing impo: tant principled concepts , was not as effective a demand to

s truggle around as repeal of the anti-abortion laws, It was not clear who it
is aimed at -~ the federal government and its laws or the provincial govern-
ment and ' : responsibility for healih services, or both at once? It contained
too many confusing concepts. In some provinces abortion, if legal, would
now be free or very cheap for the majority of women becau%eloélthe large
number - ! people covered by redicare -- was this demand fiien cé*lin'_, for

an exteniion of medicare to full socialized health care? This is an important
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issue but a diversion from the abortion issue. Many who supported abortion
on demand opposed the free side of the demand. Some sectarians, in the
women's movement, retreating from the abortion struggle, proposed dropr-
ing all but the "free" part of the dernand and struggling for socialized medi-
cine for all people rather than continuing the feminist strugglel

Zut it was the demand for repeal of the abortion laws, for removal
of abortion from the Criminal Code that had widespread support as reflec-
ted in the adoption of this position by professional and church associations,
the Asscciation for Fepeal of the Abortion LLaws, the Hurnanist Sociely,
the Mew Democratic Party, the Canadian L.abor Congress, the Canadian
redical Association, the Hsychiatric Association, and many others,

The task is not to find the most radical-sounding demand -~ quite a
simple matter -- but to find the dermand most useful to the struggle. The
rnerit of particular demands can only be assessed in.ithe concrete situation,
in terms of their capmity to mobilize masses against the capitalist system and
its government, The demand that has proved itself most able to mobilize
women in struggle is the demand for repeal of the abortion laws because it
is clearly posed against the laws which stand in the way of women gaining
control of their own bodies. In the summer of 1471 the revolutionists of the
LSA/LSO noted that repeal was the most effective mobilizing demand and
participated in the founding of coalitions around it.

iMass Action Coalitions

In March 1S72, less than halt a year after the first few provincial cocal-
itions were formed, the movenent took a qualitative leap forward with the
for. nation of the Canadian Women!s Coalition to R epeal the Abortion:.L-aws,
The Canadian Women'!s Coalition and the Ciuebec Front Commun pour |l Ab-
regation des Lois sur 'Avortement represent the highest expression thus
far of women organizing independently for their rights. They have organ-
ized a cocmmon campaign in ©nglish Canada and “:wuebec, including co-ord-
inated cross-country demonstrations on isay 6, 1972 and November 20,
1571, a massive petition carnpaign over an extended period of time, a uni-
versity referendum campaign, the production of a newspaper, the Spokes-
wornan, a cross-country teur, and many cther ambitious common projects.

These two coalitions are concrete proof that wormmen can unite in
struggle and that they can build a powerful movement when they do so. The
abortion law repeal coalitions are teaching feminists how to speak to and
draw linto struggle the broad masses of women., They have shown the im-
portance not only of choosirg the appropriate demand to organize around,
but aiso cof learning how to popularize that demand to women. T he coalitions
have developed slogans to propagandize their demand for repeal of the anti-
abortion laws, to explain the content of this demand. The two most widely
used slogans are Abortion: a Woman's Fight to Choose, and = very iviother
a Willing icther, Fvery Child a Wanted Child. These slogans take the pre-
sent condition of women' -- state-enforced motherhood -~ and pose in a pos-
itive and understandable way what it is that the repeal movement wants: the
democratic right of every woman to be able to decide for herself when and
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if she will bear a child.

The slogan Every Mother a Willing iviother, Every Child a Wanted
Child has proven particularly effective in directing the feminist movement
outwards to relate to the condition of the majority of Canadian women who
are now or expect to jibe in the future, mothers, but who resent state-en-
forced motherhood and know how it destroys their lives. It has served to
cut acress the media 's presentation of the feminist movement as concerned
only with the problems of a minority of young unmarried women -- the
"liberated women.." It has also p!®yed a big role in countering the attacks
of the Catholic church, government and "right to life" groups that have ac-
cused women of being "murderers" for demanding the right to control their
own bodies. Feminists have turned the attack back, showing the supporters
of abortion law repeal as the real humanists and the defenders of the mur-
derous law as those who support Killing.

The experience of the coalitions of organizations and individual women
for repeal of the abortion laws has shown the impertance of mass action
coalitions around single issues to the building of a mass feminist movement,
While just one of the many organizational forms which make up the feminist
movement, they are the key organizational form for drawing broad numbers
of women into struggle. A coalition unites women around a single issue. If
they disagree on other feminist issues they can still become involved in the
feminist struggle. It allows women to develop their feminist consciousness
and a rounded analysis of their oppression through united struggle with other
wommen for their common needs, against_the itller?%'s of their oppressors.
The coalitions help to cut across the s FRaSSRn of feminism by the
media, ‘Women who would not think of themselves as "women'!s libbers"a la
nass rnedia are becoming, through their participaiion in the coaliton, militant
fighters for womenl!s liberation.

A coalition .around a single issue provides a vehicle for wormen who
want to participatz in the struggle at many different levels. Through these
coalitions, wormen who were previously inhibited from acting, or had no
channel through which to act against their oppression, are becoming organ-
izers, leaders, fighters and clear political thinkers -- in short everything
that woin=n are not supposed tc be, that womer ihave been educated from
birth to bealieve themselves incapable of beir;g.

The abortion repeal coalitions, while broader than the as yet still
small core of conscious feminists, are profoundly feminist organizations be-
cause they organize women in struggls against their cppression.

As rewclutionary socialists, with the task of attempting lo lead ths fem-
inist inovement into effactive anticapitalist struggle,, we see the building of
broad coalitions around specific issuas, like abortion, and mobilizing broad
layers of women into action independent of and against the ruling class as
cur central task.Other aspects of the faiminist movernent, in wiich we par-
ficipate -~ consciousness raising groups, women!s centers, women'!s stud-
ies Jroups, woraen's groups in thz NMDF | trade unions, : .
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the MNational Action Committee on the Status of Women, feminist groups in
the high schools and campuses, etc.~-~ are all cornplementary to the cen~
tral task of building the mass action coalitions. We participate in these dif-
ferent forinations with the aiin of making direct links between them and the
rass action coalitions and to educate women as to the source of their op-
nression and the socialist solution.

One of the most important areas of feminist organization for the buil=
dinof a.mass ferninist movement is the campuses and high schools. Stu-
dent women, because of the depth of the youth radicalization and the fact
that many of them have already participated in mass actions in the student
movernent, and because of the special oppression of young women, pro-
vide the backbone for the mass action wing of the feminist movement. The
schools too provide unique opportunities for organizing both discussion and
action against women's oppression., Thus campus based feminist groups
are least likely to become inward turned and oriented solely to personal
liberation, counterinstitutionali sm, reformism, etc. Student women have
already become some of the main activists of the coalitions. They will
co ntinue to play an even greater role in building the mass actions and in
educatin . women as to the necessity of independent action of women,

Another area of feminist organization, cross-city feminist groups,
have not proved to be viable vehicles for mass action. == efore the forma-
tion of the abortion coalitions, some of these groups played an important
role in keeping the ferninist movement visi ble and in the launching of coali-
tio ns, bui they have 2i"°¢  declined. L acking theclear focus of the single
issue coalitions, or the stable operational area of the canpus feminist groups,
thesa city-wide feminist jgroups have shown a distinct tendency to become
inward-1rown and preone to living room feminismm, seeing the movement as
an end in itself, a place where individual women can be liberated.

.wass “Action and the NOPFP

A revolutionary strategy for the feminist movement must recognize the
Mew Deimncratic Farty, the rolitical expression of the organized working
class in Mnylish Canada, as an iirportant ally for the feminist struggle.
~ll the nther political parties, the:L.iberals, Conservatives, Social Credit,
ar= the political instruments of the big corporations. They represent the
iiny minority which owns ihe wealth of this country and exploits the majo-
rity of men and women for rrofit. These parties represent the oppressors
of woinen and act on their behall.

The NDF | on the other hand, is based on the trade unions -- its roots
are in the working class. The NDF | even if in a di storted way, gives
voice to the growing anti-impcrialisy, feminist and socialist movenments, Fe-
minists and left wingers have succeeded in getting the party to adopt a num-
ber of planks in a women's rights program. The most important of these
is the demand for repeal of the anti-abortion laws which is the official po-
sition of the federal party. The MNOF , rarticularly through the persistent
wnrk of Grace ~iaclnnis iwF, has become the rarty most identified with the
abortion law repeal struggle., ==ut the NDF is a |long way from being ac-
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tively involved in the struggle for women's liberation. The reformist lea-
dershir of the party, which believes that capitalism only needs to be patched
up and thus fears the revolutionary dynamic of independent mass action,
has atternpied to block the impact of feminism on the party,

. Some feminists, s:~in; the opposition to their struggle by the NDF'ig
leadershir , have dismissed the NDP as just anothar of the parties which
repres=snt the interests of inwale supremacy. Some of these women have been
drawn into a aroup called Women for Folitical Action which is running in-
d-rendeni candidates against the L.iberals and Tories and the NODF in the
alaciions. Som~ say all women who run in the elections regardless of the
rarty ithey represent should be supported. Others, such as LLaura Sabia
of th= National sAction Corimittee on th: Siatus of Women, arqgue that wonizn
should infiliraie th~ “parties with power" the Liberal and Tory bourgeois
parties to forny women'!s caucuses in these parties to pressure then' to aci
on behalf of women.

~ar fron: advancing the independent ferninist siruggle, all these posi-
tions subordinate it to ihe iask of pressuring the ruling class parties.

‘Woren who arre~ar as candidates of th> Liberal, T ‘es and Social Credit
rarties in reality only serve as decoys to divert anu deadend the women's
struzajle. It is suicidal for wom.en to try to work through the political in-

strumenis designed to uphold ihe systen: that oppresses then:.. Women must
w2y with those forces who have no stake in the present .Y 'zmand every
inierest in overthrowiny it, with the working class whcse mass political party
in Fnalish Canada is the NOF . -Dugs to its failure to identify with the

inder endentist thrust of the -.uebec struggle the NiDF has not rrojected the
concept of independent political action #nd itself as a. serious force in -«uebec.
It would appear inr the whole next nerriod at least o be eclipsed by the
diversionary bourgeois reforriisi Farii “iuebecois. The concert of an in-
dependent and socialist ~uebec is .sustained only by the as yet small but
vigoraus T rotskyist Lijue Socialiste Quwriere in such popular actions as its
1.70 . ontreal mayoralty campaign behind n.anon l_eger.

Feminists must fight io block any and every attempt to channel their
sirugile off into the norass of bourjeois politics. In ‘:uebec they should
identify thetnselves with every action that would proniote independent labor
nolitics. In Vv u=sbec thay should identify thomselves with every action thai
‘would nroriote inderendent labor politics. In Tnglish Canada they m.ust
surpHort and invigorate the “OFls identfication with women!s rights. This
fidht brinas woirn-n in direct cenfliz! with the reformnist leadershir of the
party and trade union hierarchy and the reformist illusions of the class as
a whels, The ferninist struggle will play an important role in breaking the
Canadian workinjy class from reformism.

Lany of the Inrces that will make the NOF aci for wenien will corme
_fr~in thos- wom -n currently within ithe rarty. MWomen in the NDF | as
cls-wh~re learn about the naiure of the system, and the fulility of reformism
lar 3=ly ihrough struggling against their own orpression for their own needs.
It is quit= possible and even probable that many of the traditionally conser-
vaiive women's graups in ths party will take on a feminist character. An



example of this already exists: At the last convention of the BC NOF

th= woinen's commniittee, which had been largely devoted to serving colfee
at MOr functions, changed its nam:- and its character to a Women's
Tights~Connittee. It has formulated rolicy on women's rights, supporied
the abortion coalition and even held an all-women!s conference to which

it invited representatives of the feminist movement. This shows the possi-
bilities for organizing wonien in the NDF , It would be seclarian to
denand, as some woiman in the Walfle do, that NO™ women must first
develor a full feqninist or socialist consciousness before they are drawn
inio struggle around their rights. The continued building of a mass move-
m=nt of women organized independently for their needs is the primary
vehicle through which feminists can pressure the NOF to become actively
involvad in the struggle.Farticularly through the abortion repeal struggle,
ferninists can intervene in the NOFM and eush it into action. The active
participaiion of the NDF in the abortion coalition would oren the door to
ihousands of woni =n, particularly working class women, to become active
in ihe f=ininist strugcle. It would also und-=rcut the leadership's attempt

io imake ihe party rnurely an elecioral machine,

Oeponents of Iviass Aciion

The bigjest challenge 1o the perspective of buildiny a mass, action-
orienied wom-n's liberation inovemeni comes from, on the one hand, the .
fear that the slatus quo is so entrenched, and the opposition so scattered,
that nc serious change is rossible; and on the other hand, the illusion
ihat th= capitalist systesn can and ultimately will be adjusted to meet the
needs of the majority, These are the traditional concepts that maintain
canitalist dornination ai this conjuncture. The majority of Canadians
accenis thase myihs, and reformist and liberal forces foster then within
their ranks.

These concepts in thz womenls moveinenl are most clearly represent-
ed by the leadershin of the MNational sAction Committee on the Status of
Woinan, and the more radical sounding Women for Folitical 4ction, Fefor-
iis/n in th- wornenls movement is based on the belief that it is possible to
win liberation under capitalisrin, and logically leads to reliance on those
responsible for nerpetuatiny this system, to grant women their liberation,
ZSuch r:fornists counternose government commiltees, women's candidates
and suorort of bourgeois narties, lobbying, etc., to mass action organized
by the independent women's liberaiion rmoven ent,

Al the reformists, both bourgeois and of the left, have exhibited
hosiilily iowards the feminist movement. Th NDF leadershir rerresents
the biqgesi refrrniist currant within the ['nglish Canadian working class.
Thry fir.aly onposs indenendent .nass action of women and fear the radical-
ization »f wninen coriing into the rarty. Eut they are susceptible to pres-
sure fror ih- radicalization and hav~ to adart to it in order to mainiain
their base.

Th= Communist Farty has shown oren hostility to feminism. In their
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rress ihey have said the "real women's liberation" struggle is that of men
and women fighting side by side;and they have glorified the family, the
~ain institution for the oprnression of women under capitalisni., The Com-
rmunist Farty's hostile attitude toward feminism flows from their long-
sianding. supnort for the Soviet bureaucracy'!s nolicy of peaceful coexis-
tence with canitalismi. The CF therefore sees its task as building sup-
cort In all classes for the Kkremlin bureaucracy - not as struggling to
defeat Canadian canritalisty to win socialism. Thus they rose a reforn: ist
nersrective for all Canadian mass movements. In addition, their hosti-
lity to the inderendent feminist rnovemant flows from thair craven arolo-
aetics for the Soviet bureaucracy!s retty bourgeois rrzjudices and anti-
wom~-n oolicies in defense of the farily etc., inside the Soviet Union itself.
li doesn't take a ferninist very long to figure cut that the rosition of women
in Staliniz~d Soviet society is not what feminists are fighting for.

"' The ultra-lefts and s ciarians ajree with ths reformists in their
anoosition th imass action of women, For instance, the sectarian Canadian
Farty »f L.ab~r rejecls tha feriinist rovernent on the grounds that the
only wvalid woir =n's struggles are those which are waged by woimen
wnrkers around narrowly conceived job issues.

“Vhile sinaller by far than the reformist current, the ultra-lefts repre-
sont some of the noisiest and mosi intransigent opponents of mass action.
I“lany of them cana out of the new left and played a big role in the first
fe.ninist grours. llltra-lefts and sectarians throughout the history of the
fe ninist movement in Canada have rejected struggles around the basic
deinands of the novemant on the basis that these demands are not '"radical"
enough. They lack confidence in the ability of wormen to learn in struggle
and don't understand how the revolution they ceaselessly rroclairn will
actually be brought abcut. = ecause they don't see the revolutionary
dynainic »f siruggles around concrete issuss such as abortion they have
no ordgramine which can mobilize imasses of wonien who do not yet see
the capitalist system as their eneny. Ultra-lefts and sectarians often also
refleact refor.nist illusions about the system!'s ability to meet the needs of
wo:nzn,  iVeither ultra-lafts nor reforrmisis see the dynarnic relationship
beziw=en siruagles for immadiate gains around issues such as abortion
that direcily affect wom-n and thz attainment of full womenl!s liberation.
Thus th=y ijnore the niost imrortant task of womenl!s liberation: the
cr-ation of a rowerful mass inderendent women!s moverrient,

"" Other ultra-lefts and reforriists who also line ur in the category of
orennenis of mass action are utopian idealists. This current wants to
-nake the “mnv=iment substitute for the inability of canitalist society to create
an unalienated rersonal life. They have a ¢ounter institutional strategy.
“inong these idealists are worien who set ur communes and colleclives as
an “atternative' to the family; others who rose n.oveiment-run day care and
aborion referral services as an end in thernselves, a way in which women
can becoima free. wany cf these idealists could be called"living room ferni-
nists". T hey ~rient to making women's centres into areas where small
Jrouns can me=t together in pure sisterhood. They see consciousness
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raising as the chief method for changing society because they believe that
ornression originates in neonlels heads rather than being instilled by social
institutions. Their crientation can only mislead and demoralize women
since it is imrossible to forge the new socialist human race without over-
coming the totality of humanity!s degenerating existence within caritalist
society -~ that is, without first carrying through the revolution itself,
thereby laying down the rnaterial conditions necessary to the flourishing
of-a socialist humanity.

The rniost rowerful and vicious orposition to the mass action per-
sr-ctive for the feninist moveiment has centered in on the abortion rereal
mov= nant, the biggest mass camnaign of the féminist movement in Canada
and around the world. While the right wing orronents of abortion rereal
arneal to tha most blatantly anti-women sentimsnis and accuse feminists of
being finurderers”, those forces within the womenls movement and the
left who orrose or abstain from the building of a inass movement for the
right to abortion justify themselves with other arguments., Sorne of these
are:

1) Tha abortion issue doesn't affect working class women.

2) We shouldn't concentrate on abortion, but rather look to the
reasons why wonen seek abcrtions in the first nrlace and tackle them -
e3. roverty, lack of child care, lack of housing, etc.

*'3) Abortion law rereal is a reformist demand that will easily be
cn-onted by the ruling class,

4) 1t is a single issue; if we concentraie on it the movement will
di=2 whan it is won,

5) The issue is iimroriant but we shouldnit devote so much energy
to it.

8) The abortion coalitions are the wrong form to organize the issue.
Th-=y aré bourgecis because they include worren from all class backgrounds,
rolitical roints of view etc,

.7) sbortion rereal is a trotskyist issus=.

‘Al of these roints qhow a lack of understanding of both the nature of
tha orrression of women and the way in which women!s liberation will be

brought abeout.

1) The abortion issui doesn't affect working class women,

This argum-nt and its variants -- abortion doesn't affect -.uebec-
oises, or native wom=an, etc.-- dénies the simnle facts of the matter. . Not
only do working class women get pregnant the same as other women, but
they are hardest hit by the denial of abortion., They are most sharply
‘affected by lack of choices in their lives. They are the prime targets
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»f the hyrocritical morality of caritalism which uses sexual juilt to drive
n-onle into marriage. They have the least money and connections to
break through the red tape of theraneutic abortion boards, and the
sreatest difficulty raising the large sums of money needed to travel to
tha Ui,S5. or other cnuntries to get legal abortions. It is not bourgeois
women bui working class wom=n who are the chief victims of backroom
buichzr abortions.

All this is even mora irue of women of orrressed minorities.
French sreaking = uebeconises arz hit even harder by the abortion laws
than their English sreaking sisters. Iviost ‘««uebec hospitals, controllied
by the Catholic church, refuszs to set up abortion’ commitiees and thus do
no th=arareutic abortions at all. The English hosritals in wwuebec that
have boards have long waiting lists of women wanting abortions. This
situation was drainatically revealed when the Qntario Supreme Court
rassed an injunction halting the legal abortion of a woman resident in
“iuebec, the first abortion injunction in Canada. She had gonas to Ottawa
to get a th=rarcutic abortion because she could not get one in wuebec.
She was unilingual French. Since her husband lied to her, and the

court order was served in Fnglish s» that she couldn't read it, it was
noi uniil afier the injunction was rassed that she discovered she could
hav~ fousht it and rroceeded to launch an arreal.

Mative wonien have little chance 'of getting legal abortions in Canada.
Th= racist attitude of dnctors and hosrital boards is that "maybe the ex-
r=riasnc= will teach them a lesson." Native women are also the rrime
iarget for forced sterilizations. Ofien they are allowed abortions only if
th-y ajree to sterilization,

~

Z2) We should lnok to the underlying reasons why women_ seek

abortions in the first place, etc.

This argument inrlies that if women had adequate food, clothing,
housin-y etc. then they would be satisfied with state enforced motherhood,
to live at the mércy of their biologyl" Zut lack of control of her body is
funda nanial to urholding the other asrects of a womanls oprrression. That
is why woimen are first struggling for control of their bodies as the
essential ster towards gaining control of their lives. Women are not just
after a little life, but rather contro| of their lives, full liberation. They
are demnanding the right to full lives, including the right to sex without
runishment.

The rresent laws deny woitan control of their bodies, They rrevent
women from being able to decide for themselves when and if to have
‘children, Women riust have this right. No one else, no doctor, husband,
nrime .ninister or judge, should havs the rower to rule whether a woman's
reasons for wanting an abortion are ""good znough' or not.
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3) Abortion law rereal is a reformist demmand, easily ~0-orfted,

This contains twe fundameantal misunderstandings- First is
tha concent that the ruling class will grant this demnand without a inajor
fight. #rart from its denial of reality, this rosition ignores the contrality
of 'lack of control over women'!s own bodies to their orrression and the
imrortance of the maintenance of the myth of the natural inferiority of
woivien as a cornerstone of bourgeois ideclogy. Secondly, this argument
cnnes from thé inisconcention that the only really revolutionary demand is
one that is foolrroof -- that cannot be met in anyway by the ruling class.
If this were true, the only demand that could be raised would be
"socialisim: now", which would hardly mobilize masses in struggle. But
in fact dermands which really aid the revolution are those which motilize
woiiian arrdund actual needs they feel, into mass action against the source
of their orrression. Some 'of these demands will be won -- 3iving
confidence to wornen and imretus to the struggle. It is not a demand,
or' even a series of deimands which threatens the continued rule of the
caritalist class -- it is the inobilization of inasses in action for these
dermands. In this strujgle women learn the real nature of their orrres-
sion, gain cenfidence through their viclories to struggle further against it,
and learn that their full liberation can enly ceme by transforming the
whole of society.

~ evelutionaries do not differ from those who aim simrly to reform
the nresent systern by orrosing reforms., They differ in that they raise
d=rnands which genuinely meet real needs and that focus the struggle
against ths source of the rroblenr. They differ in that they are rrenared
o lead the struagle through 'to the end and by any rmeans necessary,
rarticularily when it means rassing beyond the borders of caritalism in
a sccial revolution, to win them,

4) A~bortion is a single issue etc.

The fact ithat abortion is a single issue is its strong roint,

Woirien can unite around the struggle for abortion law rereal in srite of
different backgrounds and views on other questions. Victories around
ihis question will not kill the movement, but rather srur the movemeént on
to struggle for other gains. This fact is undarstood well by the orron-
ents ~f womens liberation who are mobilizing forces to block women from
winning this one basic right. This roint underestimates women whose
consciousnesses have been raised in mass action for rereal, and who will
tackle other issues with a new confidence based on their exrerience in
this firsi big battle. It also sees the abortion issue as being formally d-

vided off froin other asrects of the orrression of women. ©ut in fact,
ihis issue is so "fundamental thai it is like a randora-box; once wo men
r-jzct the concert that their biolcgy "must be their destiny, all the other
"'r.yths that urhold their nrrression are broujht into question.
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5) Abortion rereal is irmrortant but_we shouldn't devote so_much
fime to it.

T his rosition fails to grasr the significance of the right to
abortion to women. Abortion is not just one issue ameng many. Without
control of her body, woman is little more than a slave. This is why
women have come into struggle first around this issue. Winning the
right to ab ortion -- a key element in control of her body -- will thrust
woinan ferward to win new victories in her struggle for liberation. This
issue is key to zaining full liberation of women and it is key to the build-
ing of the ferninist movement into a inass movement.

This rosition actually rerresents a concession to all the rressure
fro n the ruling class and its srokesmen, rmedia eic. to rlay down the

ab-riion issue, io dumr it. In face of this tremendous daily rressure,
exeried because the struijgle is so revolutionary in its implications,
faininists iust siand firm and not retreat, Feminists must meet the

challenge to resrond te this vanguard issue, and educate others as to
th= central imrortance of the abortion strujgle.

6) The abortion coalitions are the wrong organizational form
because they include women from all class backgrounds, etc.

This view srrings from an incorrect analysis of womenl!s
orrression, from a belief that it is reéally only economic in character and
that only working class women are orrressed. [t fails to come to grirs
with the role the family rlays as the central institution of women'!s orrres-
sion. Through it, not just wornen who work, but all women are '
crrressed. From birth women are conditioned to accert their limited
role as childbearer and childrearer. They are conditioned to accent
the theoretical justification for this rolg the myth of their "natural
inferiority .

The exrlosive rotential of the feminist movement lies in its ability to
reach out to all women, regardless of class, race, etc. and unite them
in sirudgle. The abortion coalitions are the concrete realization of some
of this rotential. The broader they becoire the niore diverse forces
thay include, the more rowerful the movement becomes rrecisely
because it'is mobilized around a clear ornosition to a key asrect of
wainenls orrression and ajainst the state.

7) Abortion rereal ishT rotskyist issue

This is rure red bailing, the last attack of reorle who can't
answsar an orronent's rosition rolitically. F ewvolutionists don't _create or
own _ issues or novements; we intervene in objective Nrocesses 1o give
leadershir, T rotskyists of the LSA/LSO have recognized the imrortance
of and intervened in the abortion siruggle since its incertion. &y calling
the whole abortion rereal movement "Trotskyite",' some orronénts of mass
action mimic the bourgeoisie'gf#ggpniques used to Prejudice reorle against
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lisieningto a rosition or surrorting a struggle. R ed bailing and the exclu-
sionis.n that flows from it has been an ongoing rrdblem in the feminist
mevement, Femninists imust not tolerate it as it rerresents a real danger
to their struggle.

1 Dur tasks

Women in the LSA/LSO have actively rarticinated in the new
feminist movement since its incertion., We have greeted each new
rnanifestaiion of the deer-going gyestioning of women's traditional role and

aided in the building of the organized movement, We have rarticirated in
the consciousness raising discussiocns and debates which are taking rlace
wher revaer worn=sn get together. We have rarticirated in'actions around
many nf the asnects of women's orrression -- for equal ray, against

the obj=ciification of women as sex objects, against discrimination against
we.nen in the schools and »n the job, for women's studies courses, for
high school wome=n!s rights, for the freeing of women rolitical rrisoners,
frr access to “iuebec nubs and other rublic rlaces’, for child care, for
aboriion law rereal, etc.’ We want to continue to narticirate in all the
various asnects of develoring movements.

In the course of thase esreriences it has become clear that at this
tirie the abortion issue is the struggle that is attracting the most surnort
.fre.n women and that it is a key struggle for the building of a mass
faininisi movenent. The Canadian ‘Vomen'!s Coalition to <ereal the
Abortion LLaws and the Front Commun rour [lAbrogation des lLois sur
Awvortinant are sreaking to thousands of women through their acf,ities,
The innrdriance of revolutionaries of the LSA/L SO rarticitating in the
léddarshir of this camraign is rointed ur all the more sharrly by the
orrosition to feminist mass action exrressed by all the other left tend-
encies in :Canada.

Not only do members of the LSA/L SO have an imrortant contri-
buiion 0o make to the moverment ‘with our understanding of caritalism and
wo:nen!s orrression, but the exrerience of rarticinating in the building of
armass novenent, of learning how to rroragandize to thé broad masses
of women and to mobilize théw into action is a ‘crucial exrerience for
rewvnlutionists. Qur imost imrortant task in the reriod ahead will be to
educaie wonrn about the central' imrortance of the abortion struggle and
to build ihe abortion'rereal cainmaign through the abortion coalitions and
studant ferninist grours, werk in the NMOF | etc.

Th- new feminisn i$ characterized by a widesPread questioning of
all asrects ~f wormnenls erpression and all questions which touch on it.
We n=n in all sectors of society are searching for answers to qeestions
aboui- thzir nast, rresent and future. i“arxism, the theory of the rev-
olutionary socialists of the LSA/LSQO, holds the answers to these
qu=stiocns. F ewvolutionary socialists have a unique contribution to make
to the feminist movement with our analysis of the roots of the oPrression
of women and our rewvoluticnary strategy for wornen!s liberation.
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Circulation of our women!s liberation literature, tarticularly
Labor Challenge and Liberation with their many articles on feminism,
i3 - an important rart of this contribution. Subscrintions and individual
cory sales of Labor Challenge and L iberation are an esfecially imrort-
ant task because they contain a week by week analysis of the activities
and rarscective of the movernent, carry the develoning debates and
discussions, raise general consciousness about the roots and causes’ of
wornen'!s ontression, argue for our mass action PersPfective and help
build the inovenent azainst the attacks on it from the right and left.
And they bring to wdmen' our analysis of all the basic rolitical issues of
today, gjiving them a rersrective on the relationshi® between their struggle
for woiiien's liberation and the struggle for socialism.

In addiiion to Liberation and Labor Challende we have Young
Socialist, International Socialist S eview and our ranfPhlets to intervene
with in the feminist rmovement. Qur rublic forums, classes and
socialist educational conferences are imrortant asrects of our women's
lib ~raticn work. Class series on the origins of the opPrression of
woirien and forums on various questions raised by the feminist movement
have been among some of the inost successful educational activities we
have carried. 'Student and municiral election camraigns rresent the
oPtortunity to nut forward the LSA and Young Socialist orogram to a
brnrad audience - imrortant means for outting forward our rrogram for
wornenls liberation. These election camnraigns are an effective way
to reach out to masses of women with the ideas and demands of the fem-
inist inoveinent and of acquainting thousands of reorle with the LSA as
the organization that fights unequivocally for the liberation of women, and
which has a rrogram for that end.

The LSA/LSO , the nuclesus of the revolutionary vanguard rarty
that must be built to rull together and direct all the diverse forces in
anti c¢aritalist struggle, unites in its ranks both women and men. There,
thay rarticirate in the com.non struggle for the Canadian and world wide
socialist revolution under ‘the banner of the 4th International. With ils
theory and its rolitical exrerience which has been tested and develored
through so.ne half century of unbroken tradition, and its exranding involve-
‘=nt in the totality of the struggle against caritalisin, the LSA/LSQ has
ads a significant contribution to the struggle of Canadian women for
their liberation.

At the same tine, the recruitinent to the LSA/LSO and the
YS/LJS of the best cf the new generation of feminists Promises’ to trully -
transform thz rewvolutionary’ vanguard itself. Not only does this "rocess
~ro nise to quantitatively exrand the influence and effectiven ess of the
vanguard, it also "romises to transform it qualitatively., Across Canada
woiien are moving into the forefront of all the forces fighting for a new
socielty., Some of the nost dedicated and far seeing feminists are
already 'finding their way to thé LSA/LSO. There they are taking their
rightful rosition in ils leadershir, adding to its theoretical armament,
temmering and sharnening its fighting edge.
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Womesn, one half of humanity, orrressed and degraded throughout
the 'entire history of class sociely, are beginning to move in struggle _
azaihst their age-old condition and all the forces that consfire to sustain
it., Thase first stirrings are even now adding an entire new dimension
to the anti-caritalist struggle. This beginning is surely the greatest
rroiiise that hurhanity has ever had-- that the wornen and men of
Canada and the world have the will, the tenacity, the rower, and are
certain to overcome caritalism with all the wastes and horrors that
it Nerpetrates and lay the foundations for a socialist society-- and a
truly socialist humanity.



