
FIVE REASONS WHY THE PROPOSED 
ABORTION LAW IS NO COMPROMISE.

The government is trying to pass Bill C-43 off as a reasonable compromise between two extreme positions on 
abortion.   The bill is no compromise because:

1.   It makes a woman's personal decision a crime and makes it a criminal act for a healthy woman to seek an 
abortion
2.   It takes choice out of the hands of women and gives it to doctors, most of whom are men
3.   It further restricts access to abortion
4.   It opens the way for men to lay criminal charges against women who seek abortions
5.   The new law provides no improvement in women's rights or access to abortion compared to the status quo 

The only reasonable compromise is to allow each woman, after considering the advice of whatever 
medical and moral authorities she wishes to consult, to choose the course of action which is best for her.

1. MAKING A PERSONAL DECISION A CRIME

Women won the right to freedom of choice 
through the Supreme Court decision on 
Morgentaler, which read in part: 

“Forcing a woman, by threat of criminal 
sanction to carry a foetus to term unless 
she meets certain criteria unrelated to 
her own priorities and aspirations, is a 
profound interference with a woman's 

body and thus an infringement of the 
security of the person.”

Under the proposed law, abortion is 
a crime with a maximum penalty of two  
years unless it is performed under certain 
circumstances. The government has tried to 
leave the impression that only doctors can 
be charged. In fact anyone involved in the

decision, from the woman herself, to the clergy 
who advise her, could be criminally charged 
under  theCriminal Code.

If this law had been in effect last Summer, 
Chantal Daigle would not have been legally 
entitled to an abortion.

2. TAKING CHOICE OUT OF THE HANDS OF WOMEN

Bill C-43 makes abortion a doctor's 
decision. It says that abortion is a criminal 
offence unless "a medical practitioner... is 
of the opinion that, if the abortion

were not induced, the health or life of the 
female person would be likely to be 
threatened.”

The bill is patronizing and demeaning to

women. A healthy woman who chooses 
abortion will be placed in a position of either 
being denied access or of lying. Women can 
also be charged under the bill for self-
inducing abortions or for lying to a doctor.

3. FURTHER RESTRICTING ACCESS TO ABORTION

The proposed law does nothing to improve 
access to abortion and will restrict access 
further in areas where it is already difficult. 
The current problems of accessibility include:

• PEI has no access to abortion whatsoever 
• Newfoundland's service is limited to one 
doctor in St. John's.

•  Seventy to 80 percent of abortions in Quebec 
are done in Montreal 
• Women in Edmonton wait an average of five 
weeks for abortion services 

Poor, immigrant and young women have 
trouble finding abortion services all over Canada. 
The proposed abortion law will make their situation 
worse.

The threat of being dragged through the 
courts and a possible two-year jail term will 
also intimidate many doctors.

The vagueness of the definition of 
"health" in the bill will ensure that different 
doctors, different crown attorneys and different 
judges will interpret the bill differently.

3. PERMITTING THIRD-PARTY INTERVENTION

While the Supreme Court decision in the Daigle case 
has removed the possibility of third-party civil action to 
stop abortion, Bill C-43 would open up the possibility

of third-party criminal actions.
A disgruntled boyfriend or husband could 

swear an information that his partner does not have 
health reasons for seeking an abor-

tion. An anti-abortion doctor could testify 
that the woman's health was not really at 
stake.

5. AN UNNECESSARY, OFFENSIVE AND ARBITRARY LAW

Canada does not need an abortion law. 
The Supreme Court decision in the Daigle 
case makes clear that under present 
Canadian law a foetus has no legal rights 
until it is born, and a potential father has no

right to veto a woman's decision concerning 
the termination of her pregnancy.

The federal government should be 
trying to defend women's abortion rights. It 
could try to ensure access by using its powers

under the Canada Health Act to withhold 
transfer payments from provinces that fail to 
provide abortion services. This tactic was 
used successfully to stop extra-billing under 
medicare.
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MEN OPPOSE THE GOVERNMENT'S 
PROPOSED ABORTION LAW.

   On November 23, 1989 the ad reprinted on this page appeared in the 
Globe and Mail. The ad was financed by contributions from over 700 men 
from all regions of Canada. It was an expression of their outrage at 
witnessing women being dragged through the courts for simply trying to 
make decisions about their own bodies and their own lives.
   The majority of Canadian men oppose the proposed abortion law (C-43). 
An Environics Research poll found that 61% of men reject the federal 
government's proposal to put abortion in the Criminal Code, and only 30% 
are in favour.  It's no wonder.  Most men don't want to control women's 
lives.
   The recent Supreme Court decision on Chantal Daigle has clarified for 
the first time that men have no legal right to compel a woman to make 
unwanted choices about her own body. The Mulroney government's bill now 
seeks to turn back the clock.  It would give doctors, most of whom men, the 
power to decide whether a woman is entitled to an abortion.  It would give 
men who are boyfriends, husbands or police the power to launch criminal 
proceedings against women who seek to make their own personal 
decisions about abortion.

DON'T LET A SEXIST MINORITY TURN BACK THE CLOCK

   Bill C-43 has passed second reading and has gone to committee. It could 
come back to parliament to be made law as early as the end of February. 
We must act now to ensure that our elected representatives support the 
views of the majority and reject this bill. Write or phone your views your MP. 
It is particularly important to make your views known to as many of the 
following MPs as you can. Most of those listed are potential supporters of 
choice.

All of the following can be written postage free  at: 

House of Commons
OTTAWA
K1A 0A6

The Right Honorable Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of Canada
The Honorable Douglas Lewis, Minister of Justice                                     (705)-325-1306 
Marcel Danis, PC (Chairman of the Legislative Committee on Bill C-43) (514)-449-2622

Atlantic Provinces
George Baker, Liberal (Gander-Grant Falls) **                                             (709) 256-7273
Bill Casey, PC (Cumberland-Colchester)**                                                   (902) 895-1386
Mary Clancy, Liberal (Halifax) *                                                                      (902) 454-2555
Fred Mifflin, Liberal (Bonavista-Trinity-Conception)***                               (709) 468-7292
Patrick Nowlan, PC (Annapolis)                                                             (902) 
542-5737
Ross Reid, PC (St. John's East) ***                                                                (709) 739-0802
Roger Simmons, Liberal (Burin-St. George's) ***                                         (709) 643-2332  

Quebec
Lise Bourgeault, PC (Argenteuil-Papineau)*                                                 (514) 562-2468
Andree Champagne, PC (Saint Hyacinthe-Bagot)***                                   (514) 773-3537
Michel Champagne, PC (Champlain) **                                                         (819) 376-6033
Sheila Finestone, Liberal (Mont Royal) **                                                      (514) 739-2201
Darryl Gray, PC (Bonaventure-Iles de la Madelaine)***                               (418) 364-7023
Gabriel Larrivee, PC (Joliette) ****                                                                 (514) 756-0554
Clement Couture, PC (Saint- Jean) ****                                                        (514) 346-4580
Paul Martin Jr., Liberal (Lasalle-Emard)***                                                    (514) 367-3396 
Andre Ouellet, Liberal (Papineau-Saint Michel) ***                                      (514) 593-6020
Benoit Tremblay, PC (Lotbiniere)**                                                                 (514) 729-5342
Jacques Vien, PC (Laurentides)****                                                               1-800-363-2476

Ontario
John Bosley, PC (Don Valley West) **                                                            (416) 482-8072
Marlene Catterall, Liberal (Ottawa West) **                                                   (613) 990-7720
Beryl Gaffney, Liberal (Nepean)**                                                                   (613) 990-8827
Herb Gray, Liberal (Windsor West) **                                                             (519) 252-3445 
Barbara Greene, PC (Don Valley North)*                                                        (416) 493-1994
Bob Kaplan, Liberal (York-Centre)*                                                                 (416) 630-6683
Roy MacLaren, Liberal (Etobicoke North) **                                                   (416) 747-6003
Walter McLean, PC (Waterloo)****                                                                  (519) 885-4900
Ken Monteith, PC (Elgin)*                                                                                 (519) 631-3921
Jim Peterson. Liberal (Willowdale)**                                                               (416) 223-2858

Prairie Provinces
Doug Fee, PC (Red Deer) **                                                                             (403) 342-7222
David Walker, Liberal (Winnipeg North Centre)**                                          (204) 983-0986

British Columbia
Dawn Black, NDP (New Westminster-Burnaby)*                                           (604) 521-8111
Chuck Cook, PC (North Vancouver) ***                                                         (604) 980-6781
Svend Robinson, NDP (Burnaby-Kingsway) *                                                (604) 299-4022

*Member of the Legislative Committee on Bill C-43
**Undecided in Toronto Star survey reported November 25, 1989 
***Wouldn't Say in Toronto Star survey reported November 25, 1989 
****Unavailable for Toronto Star survey reported November 25, 1989

If you need information about how to locate your MP or others phone:
1-800-267-8683


