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NAC Attends Pre-Budget Consultations
On November 2, along with other social policy groups, 
Judy Rebick and Marjorie Cohen participated in pre-budget 
consultations with Minister of Finance Michael Wilson. On 
November 7, Judy ReDICK and Huguette Léger met with 
Secretary of

President's Report
Judy Rebick

NAC also joined with the Canadian Union of Public 
Employees and the National Farmers’ Union in a legal 
intervention in court cases challenging Mulroney's right to 
appoint eight extra senators to push through the GST.

Each year, NAC has reiterated the policies which
are needed to improve the quality of life for wom-
en, children and men in Canada. Among these are:

Funding for Women’s
Centers
The GST and the Senate
Aboriginal Summer

Choice

a national child care program: tax breaks, small payments to 
individuals, and support for commercial care centres do not 
address the serious problem which exists and the shortage of 
child care spaces.

(continued on page 2)

(continued on page 3)

Michere Rouleau addressing Oka rally in support of the Mo-
hawks, July 29, 1990 (Photo by Debbie Dedam, Québec Native
Women's Association)

One of the 150 banners made by women, unfurled on Parliament Hill, October 9, 1990 (Photo by Amy Gotlieb)

Pour accommoder les francophones et anglophones, le FAF est plié afin que les textes francais et anglais apparaissent 
alternativement sur la première page. Pour trouver I‘autre langue officielle, ouvrez FAF et tournez-le a l’envers.

State for Finance John McDermid along with a half
dozen other women’s groups. Here are some ex
tracts (or summaries) from the brief presented.

Ruth Rose, Campaign Committee on the Future of
Women's Employment

Fall has been an intensive period for NAC. We nave 
been involved in a series of initiatives on important 
issues. In September, NAC, in coalition with 
aboriginal, child poverty, labour and childcare 
organizations wrote and presented a paper on child 
poverty in Canada challenging Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney to put his money where his mouth is on the 
Rights of the Child and to end child poverty in Canada.

At the end of September, NAC participated in the 
founding conference of the National Employment 
Equity Network, a coalition of women, visible minority, 
aboriginal and disabled people’s groups and labour. 
The conference of 100 diverse delegates adopted 
common positions on the measures needed to 
implement mandatory employment equity on the 
federal level. in what must be the most petty decision 
of Secretary of State in living memory, funding was 
denied to the conference at the 11th hour after 
assurances that funding would be forthcoming. Many 
of the delegates who were on social assistance had to 
borrow money to pay tor their hotels and get home.

in October, NAC participated in the banner project, where 
women across Canada designed more than 150 banners 
displayed on Parliament Hill at the same time as the 
Common-wealth Conference of Ministers Responsible for 
Women’s Issues. It was an impressive display of the 
strength and breadth of the women’s movement.
Anotner important October event was NAC’s participation 
with other anti-free trade activists in the Common 
Frontiers conference in Mexico. The CanaGian 
delegation came back more convinced than ever that free 
trade with Mexico will be a disaster for both Canadians 
and Mexicans.

unemployment insurance: the changes which are about 
to be implemented will be particularly harmful to women 
in a time of rising unemployment; the government 
withdrawal from the funding of the program is 
particularly distressing.

GST, an inflationary and regressive tax: women will
pe particularly affected because of our dispropor-
tion among the poor and near-poor; the credit is
too low and not fully indexed.
Cuts to the women’s programs: a minimum budg-
et for women’s programs should be equal to $2 for
every woman in Canada.

The major budget initiatives of this government, which 
reduced real spending on government programs and 
increased taxes on individuals while reducing them for 
corporations, reflect a serious inability to understand 
the real needs of Canadians and to design economic 
strategies to deal with them. The most serious 
problems Canadians face are high rates of 
unemployment, gross regional disparities, inequalities 
between people, and inadequate social! services.

Even the radical reductions in real government
expenditures on programs have not solved the
problem of the $10 billion per year which has been
added to the federal deficit because of the increase
in interest rates since 1987. Government spending
on programs Is not out of control, as is often the
which the business sector and government
project.
it is government, not consumers or workers, which Is 
Causing prices to escalate. The additional sales taxes 
introduced in previous budgets and higher interest rates, 
which are supposed to comDat inflation, are the main 
contributors to inflation.

increasingly, Our Tears about the effects of the
tree Trade Agreement are shown to be well found-
ed. Job losses have been substantial and are fo-
cused in precisely those industries where women
predominate in the manufacturing sector... Busi-
ness interests have pressured government to reduce
spending on social programs... We have lost every
major trade panel decision from that dealing with
fishing in B.C. to that dealing with steel in Sydney...
Our current account deficit for 1989 was $20 bil-
lion and will be greater this year... We urge this
government to revoke this agreement and to
retrain from joining the free trade negotiations
with Mexico.

The Ontario Election News 
from the Regions… and 
more

Inside: 



NEWS FROM THE NATIONAL ACTION COMMITTEE ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN Vol. 5 No. 2 December, 1990

The Banner Project
150 Banners Speak The
Truth About Women s Lives

Feminist ACTION
Vol. 5 No. 2
December 1990

This diverse ana creative response was very ex-
citing, and felt like a continuation of the spirit of
the fight against funding cuts. The resulting display
of solidarity should send a strong message to the
federal government: our work is important, and
further budget cuts to the Women 's program will

While some of the banners have been returned, 
others will be displayed at the Women anc the State 
Conference, University of Ottawa, Nov. 1-2, 1990.
The event was photographed and the pictures will 
undoubtedly become a significant historical resource 
for the Canadian women's movement. We Dian to re-
assemble a display at the NAC AGM in June.

Feminist ACTION is a publication of the National 
Action Committee on the Status of Women (NAC), 
344 Bloor St. West, suite 505, Toronto, Ont. M55 3A/

ISSN 0831 - 33//

The GST and The Senate

How to read the address label
The volume and the expiry number of your sub-
scription appears on top of your address (ex. Voi.5
No.1) As for the Friends of NAC, the expiry date ap-
pears on top right of your address (ex. 1-09-1990
means September 1, 1990). Please give your sub-
scription number when you renew.

NAC Attends Pre-Budget

Two of 150 banners made by women, unfurled on Parliament Hill, October 9, 1990 (Photo by Amy Gotlieb)

The banners depicted the vitality of the women’s 
movement and the reality of the lives of Canadian 
women. They expressed our concerns about violence, 
abortion, poverty, literacy, employment equity, 
militarism, the GST, racism, child care and funding 
cuts. They were made in communities across the 
country, including Bay St. George, Bathurst, Baie 
Comeau, Kenora, Moose Jaw, Fort Mc Murray, Hay 
River, Yellowknife and Port Alberni. They were made 
by groups of organized working women, nurses, 
immigrant women, students, aboriginal women, 
women on assistance, women in prison as well as 
members of women s centres, transition houses, 
journals, provincial and national organizations.

Over 150 banners made by women’s groups from 
across Canada were unfurled in front of Parliament 
Buildings on October 9, and then paraded through the 
halls of the West Block.
Approximately 100 women assembled on Parliament 
Hill to hold the banners, in spite of overcast and rainy 
conditions. A high spirited group of women from 
Montreal organized the display of Banners on the lawn 
beside the Peace Flame (150 wet D=banners are 
heavy) and then moved inside for a press conference. 
Many of the banners had been previously shown at 
public actions in Vancouver, Regina, Halifax, Sudbury, 
Toronto, St. Jonn’s, and Yellowknife.

Bonnie Slade and Alice de Woiff

Canadian women's groups were not consulted by ‘‘our’’ 
delegation before the conference (to find out the actual 
situation of Canadian women). The Banner Project 
proposed an alternative way for every women’s group 
in the country to express the particular concerns of their 
community, to describe the reality of their lives, and to 
speak the truth about the lives of Canadian women. 
Marie Lynn Tremblay, of Réseau national action 
education des femmes, is to be credited with the idea of 
the banners, ana for knowing that women across the 
country would respond well to the project.

not be tolerated by Canadian women in silence.
The Banner Project was planned by a number of 
national groups as a way to continue the public 
demonstration of opposition to funding cuts and to 
challenge the government's on Canadian women. 
We realized that in the midst of a series of measures 
that have been opposed by women across the 
country - funding cuts, abortion, unemployment 
insurance, and GST legislation - the federal 
government was hosting the third meeting of the 
Commonwealth Ministers Responsible for Women’s 
Affairs. The budget for this event was $392,000, and 
it was held October 8th to 11 in Ottawa. The material 
prepared in advance for this event suggested that 
Canadian women Nave very few difficulties.

Renewal Announcement It is very costly to send several 
renewal notices. We are asking you to show your support by 
renewing your Friends of NAC or subscription status today.

on Rates:
individual, $15.00
institutions, U.S., Overseas, $25.00

Feminist ACTION is published five times a year.

Producer:
Piece de Résistance Ltée.., 
Edmonton, Alberta

Publications Coordinator: Julie-Anne 
Le Gras
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Claudine Vivier, Madeleine Parent,

Editorial Committee: Marguerite Anderson, 
Lynn Kaye, Madeleine Parent, Michelle 
Séguin

This issue is being published with the collaboration of 
members of the National Executive Board and Staff of NAC.

Ruth Rose (continued from page 1}

. NAC seriously objects to the clawback provisions in 
family allowances and old age pensions and the absence 
of full indexation of family allowances.

» We also oppose the reduction in transfer pay-
ments to the provinces for essential programs
which deal with health and education.

Cuts to funding for environmental and co-op
housing programs and overseas aid are un-
reasonable given government rhetoric.

it is critical to women, indeed all Canadians, that our 
health, wellbeing and sense of justice not be jeopardized 
because of an adherence to policies which proved to be 
wrong in the past.

women and the other progressive sections of 
Canada’s population? How can we ensure that our 
representatives keep faith with us? And in the context 
of the current constitutional debate, what does NAC 
think about the Senate? If an unelected Senate is 
undemocratic, do we want an elected Senate which 
would introduce some checks ana balances to 
government or none at ail? If an ejected Senate, with 
what powers? with what kind of representation?

We may have lost a battle but we haven't lost the 
war. It's not too early to start thinking about the next 
elections. Who do we want to represent

Whatever one may think of the Senate, one must
admit that the principles of democracy were hardly
on the side of the Mulroney government. Mul-
roney's ‘majority’ in the House of Commons was
put there by a minority of the popular vote and they
certainly did not have a mandate to undo ail of
Canada’s social security network and progressive
tax system.

A knock-down dragout battle on the Senate to defeat the 
GST! By the time FAF roils off the press, it may be that 
the GST has been adopted but it will not be for wont of 
opposition. Polis continue to show that some 75% to 80% 
of tne Canadian population are opposed. Liberal 
Senators, who were in a majority until Mulroney invoked 
a long-forgotten never-used clause of the Constitution to 
appoint eight extra Conservative Senators, listened to the 
people and tried to block the Bill.

Ruth Rose, Campaign Committee on the Future of Women's Empioyment
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Marching For Women's Lives

crisis of access is. a recurring theme as Well. In Toronto, 
where abortion has been most accessible, waiting 
periods have lenghtened from 7-10 days to 21-28 days. 
This is the immediate impact of doctors withdrawl of 
services, as women from outside major centres are 
forced to travel to private clinics for abortions.
in Ontario, pressure on the new NDP government to 
declare bill C-43 unenforceable comes from

many quarters. Premier Rae continues to be publicly 
cautious. Events in Halifax have added fuel to the 
controversy, as the Superior Court of Nova Scotia 
recently threw out all charges against Henry Morgentaler 
on the grounds that the provincial government intervened 
illegally in a properly federal jurisdiction. In addition to 
easing the way for the establishment of other clinics, this 
decision seriously undermines the arguments of the 
Minister of Justice that a criminal law is necessary to 
protect against provincial efforts to restrict access. 
Campbell has stated repeatedly that bill C-43 is essential 
to ensure cross-country entitlement to abortion.
The Morgentaler decision provides the pro-choice 
movement with powerful support for our struggle against 
the law. We continue to call on the federal government to 
withdraw bill C-43 and ensure universal access to 
abortion services through the provisions of the Canada 
Health Act. Contact your local chapter of CARAL, the 
Pro-Choice Action Network, or other pro-choice 
organization for information about how you can 
work.against the recriminalization of abortion and for 
improved reproductive health care services for all 
women.

in Québec alone, women's groups, unions, univer-
sities, and student associations are organizing sever-
al activities to remind us of this great tragedy. We will
not be silenced, we are here to stay.

Women's Centres Require
Operational Funding

President's Heport

Joyce Hancock, Executive Director, Bay St. George Women's Center and former NAC rep. of Newfoundland/Labrador

Women's Centres have spent considerable time clarifying their 
needs and there is little doubt that they are unified in their 
vision that future finding needs to include operational finding 
from the Federal Women’s Program. It is a vital component if 
they are to continue their work to improve the status of women 
in this country. In Newfoundland and Labrador, where the 
seven Women’s Centres recently completed meetings with 
regional Secretary of State officials and representatives of the 
provincial Minister Responsible for the Status of Women, there 
is a mood of cautious optimism.

During November NAC was represented in two pre-
budget consultations with the Tory government. We 
unsuccessfully tried to get a commitment from Finance 
Minister Michael Wilson that his budget would assist 
those who are being most badly hit by the recession 
and reiterated many of the demands and concerns we 
have raised over the last few years. Instead of 
response to these concerns, we got an aggressive 
defense of the GST and Tory economic policy with a 
clear indication that the Mulroney government intends 
to cut social spending even further in the next budget. 
Our feeling after that meeting is that we should be 
preparing for a major campaign against the next 
budget. NAC also presented to the Senate Committee 
on Bill C-43 asking the Senate to defeat the Dill which 
would cut back access to abortion so severely that 
women's lives are at stake.

In early October, Lucielle Harper of Nova Scotia, Marianne Alto of British Columbia, 
Linda Bonnifay from the Yukon, and Joyce Hancock of Newfoundland and Labrador, 
met with secretary of State Gerry Weiner said he was ‘hopeful’ of getting financing for 
next year’s budget to operate women’s Centres across the country, but he refused to 
discuss the feminist vision of a Federal Women’s Program which includes Women’s 
Centres, national groups, publications, and research as it did before. Meetings with 
Women’s Centres representatives were obviously a result of the protests and sit-ins 
which started last March in St. John’s, Newfoundland and spread across the country. 
However, any attempt to discuss the vital link between the Centres, their national 
lobby groups, and research tools seems to fall on deaf ears.

The “‘divide and conquer mechanism has already been put in 
place. The Centres, through the ‘transitional funding obligations 
imposed upon them by the Secretary of State Department, nave 
Deen forced to seek funding sources through their provinces. This 
has lead to many volunteers and workers at Women s Centres to 
insist that their province recognize and fund some of their service 
deli-

very work. At the same time, they are concerned that the process 
of consulting with their province or territory on funding matters is 
the federal government's way of attempting to relinquish its 
obligations to fund some of the work for equality seeking groups.

One of 
150 
banner
s Of} 
Parliam
ent Hill, 
October 
9 1990 
(Photo 
Dy Amy 
Gotlieb) 
made 
Dy

Since December 6, 1989 we have witnessed numerous acts 
of violence towards women and their children: last month 11 
women {and children) were killed by their spouses in 
Montréal alone. Women students in several Canadian 
universities have also been subjected to pernicious attacks 
by their maie peers: the most recent case is at the University 
of British Columbia where all-male ‘brother floors ‘ sent 300 
invitations to a since-cancelled tug-of-war to women 
students. The invitations included obscene sugqestions — 
and in one case, threats of rape ana violence.

Geneviéve Bergeron, Héiéne Colgan, Nathalie
Croteau, Barbara Daignauit, Anne-Marie Edward,
Maud Haviernick, Barbara Maria Kleuznick, Maryse
Leganiére, Maryse Leclair, Anne-Marie Lemay, Sonia
Pelletier, Michéle Richard, Annie St-Armauit, Annette
Turcotte. So that your death not be in vain, women
across the country will pay you a tribute and denounce
all forms of violence made against women.

Michelle Séguin, Publications Committee

We Are Here To StayJanet Conway, NAC Committee on Reproductive
Rights
On October 13 in more than thirty towns and cities 
across Canada, thousands of women, men and 
children marched in defense of women’s lives ana 
every woman's right to determine when and if to bear 
children. The context of the national day of action for 
abortion nights is the Tory government s attempt to 
recriminalize abortion. Bill C-43 is currently stalled in 
the Senate. If it is passed by the Senate and 
receives royal assent, it will become law.
Speakers across the country condemned the law as 
life-threatening to women. Shortly after the 
legislation was passed in the Commons by a slim 
nine-vote majority, Yvonne Jurmwicz, a young 
Toronto woman, died from a abortion. To say that 
women’s lives are not threatened by this “political 
compromise”’ is to indulge in empty rhetoric.

Even though this bill is not yet law, the worst predictions 
of pro-choke activists have already proven accurate. 
275 doctors across the country intend to withdraw, or 
have already withdrawn abortion services. Many have 
been directly subject to anti-choice harassment and are 
rightly skeptical of Kim Campbell's attempts to reassure 
them against frivolous prosecution. In response to the 
perceived threat to doctors, the Society of Obstetricians 
and Gynocologists recently released a set of guidelines 
to doctors offering abortion services. The suggestions 
included that women seeking abortions be exposed to 
information about fetal development, educated about 
alternative options, and sign their medical files in 
addition to the usual consent forms.
NAC and other women’s groups, while empathizing with 
harassed doctors, have condemned these measures as 
self-serving and profoundly patronizing to women. The 
guidelines reveal the doctors as willing to participate in 
manipulative tactics usually identified with the anti-
choice. They also reveal a deep distrust of women and 
our capacity to make OWN Mora) decisions.

Federal Promise Must Be Honoured

United Women Can Make A Difterence

Since the provinces have no equality statutes, feminists 
could find themselves competing in the future with any 
women’s group for a very limited amount of funding.
in April and once again in October, representatives of 
Women's Centres hardest hit by the 100% cut to their 
operational dollars reiterated their message to the Secretary 
of State that the federal government has a responsibility to 
make dollars available to equality-seeking groups. These 
groups include national lobby groups like NAC, Women's 
Centres, who were hard hit by the temporary loss of 
operational dollars, and groups doing feminist research and 
publications like CRIAW and Health snaring.

Be the very vigilant’ has always been the watch word
of the feminist movement. it has never been more im-
portant that at the present time.

Feminists have always been adept at using every opportunity to 
further the agenda of peace, equality and justice. The opportunity 
provided by last spring's major cuts to the Women's Program had 
many facets. The support for the Women's Centres was 
astonishing. In St.
John's and throughout the province of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, City Councils, labour groups and volunteer organizations 
were unanimous in denouncing the federal government s decision 
to cut women’s funding.
The Western Premiers were also supportive and angry at the Tory 
Government s decision. time in the recent

in late November ana early December we turned our 
attention to the preparation for a Women s 
Remembrance Day on December 6, the anniversary 
of the Montréal Massacre. Women across the country 
are holding commemorative activities including 
conferences, art exhibits, performances, meetings 
and vigils on the day itself. Everyone is asked to wear 
a white armband on December 6 to commemorate the 
14 women slaughtered at the Polytechnique and all 
the women who have been victims of male violence. 
At the time of this writing, NAC had not yet received a 
definite response from the Prime Minister to our 
request for Canada to make December 6 an Day of 
Commemoration for all victims of male violence.

Remembering December 6, 1983



NEWS FROM THE NATIONAL ACTION COMMITTEE ON THE SIATUS OF WOMEN Vo!. 5 No. 2 December, 1990

News From [he Hegions
Nova Scotia

On September 21, a crowd numbering over one thousand 
attended the Take Back the Night march in Halifax.
Frances Kiessling, president of Catholics for Free Choke, was 
guest speaker for CARAL in Halifax, October 9. She is a lifelong 
Catholic and feminist and has been active in the women's health 
movement since 1970. Her talk was direct, critical of the Church, 
amusing and enlightening. She pointed out that ail Catholic 
bishops in the U.S.A. to a man spoke against abortion when it 
was declared legal, yet at no time spoke out against it when 
women resorted to coat hangers ana the like.

Quebec

SAC and immigrant women emphasized the need for continued 
consultations with Canadian women on reproductive services and 
technologies of ail kinds. The groups stressed the dangers of 
several of the technologies and emphasized the need for clear 
information to

Many of us in our Alberta organizations participated in the 
Official Opposition’s public hearings for their Task Force on 
children - “Healthy Children For A Healthy Future’’ Over 70 
submissions in 7 locations focused attention on poverty, 
severely restricted social services, regressive changes to our 
Child Care system, abuse and violence towards children in 
epidemic proportions. The right of children to food, shelter, 
safety, ana education - rights that should be inviolable - are 
not the reality for many children in Alberta. The report, with 
accompanying proposed legislation, is due in early 1991.

Child Care
OT major concern this fall are the proposed changes in the 
operating allowances to day care centres. In a province 
where approximately 80% of child care centres are for profit, 
further regressive steps are the discontinuation of 
allowances to operators, and increased child-staff ratios. The 
proposal is to redirect the dollars from allowances per child-
care space to direct subsidies to lower income families. The 
result could be the withdrawal of many women in lower-paid 
occupations from the labour force. Accompanying this is a 
strong lobby in Alberta for income tax deductions for child 
care by parents (read mothers) in the home. One of the three 
federal test cases is from Alberta.

Violence Against Women
Much of our work has been on violence including the most 
successful Reclaim-the-Nite events in many years; participation in 
Calgary Mayor s Task Force on so-called Community Violence 
which Is holding high profile public hearings, in addition to a new 
organization of "Voices Against Violence Against Women". Our 
Solicitor General

The Bourassa government announced plans to reform the 
outmoded Labour Standards legislation. Goodies are: 34 weeks 
unpaid parental leave for non-union employees (58% of the 
work force); minimum wages and paid vacations to apply to part-
time workers. The minimum wage is $5.30 per hour with the 
usual exceptions.
Monique Simard, CSN Vice-President, commented that it was 
thin fare and pointed to the insufficient night of recourse against 
dismissal after three years service. She added that “Two-thirds 
of non-union employees never reach three years seniority .

Choice

Vicki Sorbas of Women Against Violence at McGill 
University reports that groups dedicated to making the 
campus a safe place for women are being refused student 
funding unless they open their ranks to men. Says 
Sorbas:”… the whole philosophy behind women's need to 
have our own safe space has been lost.” 
The Students Society is being forced to call a referendum 
to add an affirmative action clause fo its constitution.

The Ontario Election

Saskatchewan

On the international front, Saskatoon women s groups
met with the editor of SPEAKER, a South African feminist
publication. The editor discussed the role her publication
played in uniting black South African women.

an women's groups from all across the
And changes must be made, not only in priorities and

goals, but in the fundamental rethinking of the

Premier Bob Rae, in reaction to from social critics that they would 
not ask for too much too soon, indicated that his government 
would welcome pressure and criticism. Indeed, that criticism is 
needed to stimulate government action. This must be taken 
seriously. The opportunities for change are enormous and it will be 
as much the responsibility of those of us outside the government 
as it will be for those within it to demand that it happen.

Halifax was the starting point for the freedom for Nitassinan Walk 
which protests the NATO Base in Nitassinan (Quebdec-Labrador 
Peninsula). The group was joined in Truro DY members from 
Cape Breton.

Linda Roberts, a long-time CCLOW member, was named as 
national president; lona Crawley, president of Crawley’s 
Business Academy, was the first black woman to serve on 
the board and will serve as CCLOW director for Nova Scotia.

August in Nova Scotia saw some half-dozen rallies to support 
of the Mohawk land claims in Kahnesatake and Kannawake 
which were co-sponsored Dy the Nova Scotia MicMac 
Associations, women’s groups and a variety of other 
organizations in the province. The August 1 NAC co-
sponsored demonstration scheduled for Halifax was cancelled 
due to the predicted wrath of hurricane Bertha’’ and held 
instead on August 3. The crowd met at the Grand Parade and 
marched the few hundred yards to City Hall where numerous 
people spoke on behalf of their organizations. For the next 
month further demonstrations were held including one at the 
Department of indian Affairs in Amherst.

Hope Fraser, Nova Scotia Regional Representative
Support For Native Peoples

Cumberland County has recently opened a transition
house in Amherst and Women’s Action Committee board
member Marion MacDonald is its director.

funding to provincial family planning associations has 
been completely eliminated.
the public health position of family planning coordinator 
Was cut.
birth control pamphlets have been removed from the 
shelves of public health clinics. The pamphlets are 
literally under lock and key and are only available by 
special request. In some communities women 
requesting this information were checked for wedding 
rings before they were given the pamphlets.
access to abortion is inadequate in all areas of the 
province and non-existant in most.

The Reproductive Technology Commission has held hearings in 
Saskatchewan. The Saskatchewan Action Committee and Sask. 
Immigrant Women's Association have collaborated on a joint 
submission to the Commission. The Chair of the Commission was 
surprised at how few groups In Saskatchewan requested a hearing 
on an issue with such clear repercussions for women’s lives.
However, SAC and Immigrant Women point out in their 
presentation that the lack of submissions speaks volumes on the 
state of reproductive health care in Saskatchewan.
High tech methods of achieving fertility are not widely available 
here, nor are they widely advertised. In fact, women in most 
Saskatchewan communities lack the most basic reproductive 
information, services and support.
The groups point out that in Saskatchewan:

Pro Choice Coalitions organized a provincial rally for choice in 
Saskatoon for October 13th (National Day of Protest). The rally 
was well attended with representatives from a number of areas 
of the province. Several Saskatoon MLA'‘s, M.P.’s and City 
Council members also showed their support for choice.

province sent 26 banners to Ottawa for the national
women’s banner project. The banners were displayed in
Regina in conjunction with a Take Back the Night film
showing. Saskatoon women recognized Take Back the
Night with a well attended march.

Yvonne Stanford, Regional Representative

Aliberta
be made available to all women so that we can adequately assess 
their impact.

Labour Standards: A Cheap Gift
Madeleine Parent, Regional representative

On October 13 in Montréal, women and their male supporters 
rallied at Phillips’ Square to demonstrate against Bill C-43. 
NAC Board member Flora Fernandez was among the 
speakers. The McGill women's pro-choke group sponsored 
the enthusiastic and well-attended rally and march.

McGill: Women against violence

Our NAC rep also participated on a Cable T.V. panel
discussion on the20th anniversary of the Royal Commis-
sion on the Status of Women.

Women in Saskatchewan started their spring with a victory. 
Aphone campaign, organized by our regional NAC representative, 
convinced the President of the University of Saskatchewan to stop 
the campus Engineering Society from holding their annual! Lady 
Godiva ride.

No To Lady Godiva;
Yes To S.A. Feminist

Nayyar Javid, Sask. Regional Representative

The lest For Ontario Government Women

Most of these women are strong feminists who have worked 
for and come from of the most disadvantaged people in our 
society - visible minorities, the poor, children, and workers in 
the home and the labour force. Who these women are and 
their past experiences as social activists raises expectations 
that they will be a powerful force in the caucus, despite the 
fact that men stil outnumber them almost 4 to 1. The most 
encouraging sign that women are beign taken seriously has 
been their unprecedent appointment to cabinet posts. With 
eleven women in cabinet positions(42% of the total) guiding 
critical ministries dealing with the environment, education, 
health care, and social services, they are well placed to 
make substantial changes to existing policies. 

The prospect of a government where women may actually have 
power is a heady experience for By Canadian standards, having 
women account for about 28% of the members of the caucus of 
a government, as they now do in Ontario, ts in itself cause for 
celebration. But there i more than thus to cheer about.

Marjorie Cohen, NAC Committee on Employment and Equity

Criticism Stimulates Government Action

relationship between meeting the needs of people and economic 
policy. The new government m Ontario faces the same kinds of 
challenges other governments have encountered in the past. 
The province has entered a recession and there appears to be 
not enough money in the government coffers to embark on 
imaginative and progressive reforms. If economic policies and 
thinking continue as they have in the past, the new ministers 
may well find themselves justifying inaction in the same ways as 
their predecessors did, saying “22” we would like to help and are 
committed, but we just can’t afford it.” The real test of power of 
the women in the new government will be their ability to affect 
economic strategies and to ensure that social policy not continue 
to be separated fro economic policy. 
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a Mohawks: Women Broke The Blockade
An interview with Gayle Stacey-Moore, à Mohawk and Speaker of the Native Women's Association of
Canada and with Michèle Rouleau, President of the Québec Native Women's Association, by Madeleine
Parent.

Aboriginal Summer 1990

What role did the Québec Native Women s 
Association and the Native Women’s Association 
of Canada (NWAC) play during the summer crisis 
of 1990?

Their bitter experience taught them the 
extent of the government’s opposition to the 
Aboriginal peoples land claims and demands 
for self-determination. Women at 
Kanesatake asked us to get their message 
through to other Aboriginal women. They 
want us to warn Aboriginal women 
elsewhere to prepare against future police 
and army blockades of their communities by 
stocking up on food, medicine, water and 
other necessities, In a0women will benefit 
from our experience.

MMary-Two Axe-
Early at 79

On October 4th, friends, relatives and companions 
in struggle of Mary Two Axe-Early gathered to 
celebrate her ire and work on her 79h birthday.
Despite the 79-day siege by government forces 
against Kahnawake where she lives, Mary was 
happy and relaxed as she received messages of 
love and good wishes from native and non-native 
women across the land.
The members of Mary s family, women ana men 
from Kahnawake, Voice of Women members who 
organized the affair and other women of many 
origins celebrated with her.
it was part of the healing after the crisis.
Mary Two-Axe was a founding member of NAC 
who attended the 1972 Convention to appeal for 
support to the Native women s struggle for equal 
rights.

March 27, 1987 marked the failure of the First Ministers 
to agree on Aboriginal rights and more importantly 
marked the birth of the Aboriginal Solidarity movement 
in Canada. Jim Sinclair of the Metis National Council 
prophetically stated in his closing remarks, ‘Don't worry 
Mr. Prime Minister | may be gone but my people will be 
back”. And come back they dia with resounding defeat 
of the Meech Lake Accord in Manitoba. Following this 
victory for ail Canadians, came the news of the valiant 
efforts of the Mohawks of Kanesatake to save the 
traditional burial grounds of their people.

Defense Fund for Mohawks

Our solidarity with the Mohawk women and men arrested and 
charged at Oka needs to continue. Legal and court costs are 
going to be very high. We can all contribute by asking for 
donations at upcoming events and gatherings. Send donations 
to:

Gail Stacey-Moore at the office of the Quebec Native Women’s Association in 
Montreéal, summer, 1990é 

The brief New Reproductive Technologies: a 
Technological s Handmaid's Tale is available 
for 510. from the NAC office.

Destroying The Safety Net

Mary Two Axe-Early and Lynn Mcdonald at Mary’s 79th birthday 
party, Montréal, October 4, 1990 (Photo by Edward Martin Early)

As Canada finds itself in a new, and some predict, deep recession, the federal government is moving to dismantle 
its only program designed explicitly to help fight poverty.
The cap on CAP, introduced in the April budget places a ceiling on federal money for welfare ana social services 
for Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia. Ottawa claims these ‘rich provinces can afford to absorb the extra costs.
Bill C-69 would limit Canada Assistance Plan (CAP) payments to five per cent a year. First introduced in 1966, CAP 
is an agreement between Ottawa and the provinces which pledges the federal government to match dollar-for-
dollar funding for social programs.

(Continued on page 6)

On July 11, the Québec police launched an 
armed offensive on Kanesatake and blockaded 
the people there and those of Kahnawake as 
well, for their solidarity with their Mohawk sisters 
and brothers across the river. We organized the 
supply of food, essential medicines and other 
necessities to the families of both communities. 
Ve used every means possible, travelling 
through the woods, or at night, along waterways 
when the full blockade Was in force. When we 
obtained an opening, we negotiated with poire 
and army commanders and with politicians, then 
spent long hours getting through the various 
blockades, being inspected and delivered food 
to the Community centres organized by Mohawk 
women. Our drivers had to resist continuous 
police taunts and provocations, sometimes 
lasting Up to nine hours, just to get one 
truckload of food through government 
barricades and out again.

For 79 days, heavily-armed police and 
eventually, soldiers and police, besieged the 
two villages. In the beginning and during 
many long intervals, the people were 
prisoners of the blockade.
Mohawk women told us they would have 
starved had it not been for our work. H 
allowed them to remain in control of their 
own decisions while trying to negotiate a 
settlement.

Would you like to say something to non-native 
feminists about your experience of last summer? 

There was no time for philosophical discus-
sions about the feminist aspect of our
WOTK..

Commonly referred to as the Oka crisis, the events of the 
summer of 1990 mobilized people across Canada in 
support of the Mohawks. Like a dam busting, Canadians 
learnt that not only was there trouble in Mohawk territory, 
but also in Micmac, Cree and Dene territory. The long 
standing grievances of the Aboriginal people across this 
country were longer than the UN declarataion of Human 
Rights. Canadians took to the streets and grounds of 
provincial legislatures, first asking and then demanding 
the government do somehting about these injustices, with 
the mohawk situation always remaining at the forefront. 
Throughout the summer NAC member groups organized 
events in Solidarity with the Mohawk Nation and 
Aboriginal people across this country. Marches and 
candlelight vigils were held across Canada from St. 
John’s , Quebec City, Toronto, Ottawa, Winnipeg, 
Saskatoon, Edmonton and Vancouver. A six day sit-in of 
the Indian Affairs offices in Yellowknife was led by 
Reanna Erasmus, co-chair of the NAC Committee in 
support of Aboriginal women. In Regina, Mary 
Pitawanakwat was arrested for participating in a peaceful 
demonstration. 

Sandra Delaronde, Manitoba representative

The Mohawk nation in Québec was in 
immediate danger of armed attack and 
slaughter. As native women, we dd everything 
possible to save them from starvation and the 
spread of illness. The Mohawk women and their 
menfolk were fighting for survival. Hf they had to 
die, they would die together, resisting 
submission till the end. Unless one understands 
that, one cannot understand why the elderly and 
children with their mothers and fathers.

Some white parents were pleased to have their 
children witness the burning of a Mohawk 
warrior's effigy, influencing them to become 
racists. Meanwhile, Mohawk women were 
teaching their children that their nation s right 
to survival is precious, but must be defended.

The aftermath of this crisis ended as we know with 
assurances by the government that Aboriginal issues 
would take centres stage of the government agenda and 
would be resolved. That has not happened. WE must 
continue to be ever vigilant in ensuring that grievances of 
the Aboriginal people are resolved in our lifetime. 

Joan Anne Gordon, member of the NAC Com-
mittee in Support of Aboriginal Women

Non-native women should become better 
informed about their governments injustices to 
Aboriginal peoples. They should re-study history 
that was badly taught. They would realize we 
have our way of seeing things ana of relating to 
the land that nurtures us all.
Perhaps they would learn to respect us 50 that 
our two peoples could live peacefully, side by 
side.

In playing a vital role in their people’s struggle for 
living space, Mohawk women stood tall in their 
community. 

Liberation of Mohawk Nation Fund c/o Caisse 
populaire (Account #80186) P.O. Box 1987
Kahnawake, Québec
J0L 1B0

Kerry McCuaig, co-chair of the Social Network Committee
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Betsy Carr, co-chair, NAC Survival of the Planet / En-
vironment Committee Worst of all is nuclear waste. No safe ‘‘disposal" has been 

found, only temporary or theoretical ‘management”. 
Hundreds of thousands of years will pass before 
radioactivity levels return to normal because wastes are 
hotter than the original ore. Cement casks failed in three 
years, above ground. Atomic Energy Canada has 
researched for six years the concept of geological 
disposal deep in the Canadian Shield at Whiteshell, 
Manitoba. Environment assessment of this “concept is 
now beginning, but ft is not expected to deal with the 
question of withdrawing from nuclear power generation.

National Action Committee
Executive Board 1990-91

Jane Evans passed away on October 25, 1990. The WOmen’s movement has loss a great matriarch/ Jane was on the NAC executive from 1982-87, and worked all her life for human rights, social solidarity and justice. She founded Feminist 
Grandmothers of Canada, was elected to the Vernon, B.C. Hospital Board, was on the Vernon Women’s Center Board, and was active on the Women’s Rights Committee of the NDP. She is survived by a husband, five children and many 
grandchildren. Her many friends across the country will miss her. A scholarship fund will be established in her name. Donations may be made to: Gwyn Evans, RR3, Noble Rd., Armstrong, B.C. V0E 1B0

Destroying The Safety Net 

Free Trade Agenda

The media have given little attention to this issue, yet 
if Bill C-69 is successful it will permanently change 
Canadian society. The “safety net” built by 
generations of struggle will be gone. And you and 
your organization can act now. Submit a brief to the 
Standing Committee on National Finance: write the 
Hon. 

990-0088. Write your MPP or MLA, and MP and send let-
ters to the editor.

Order ana distribute copies of Canada s Social Pro-
grams are in Trouble . This free eight-page tabloid gives
the full story on C-69. Copies are available from the NAC
office, or the Canadian Council on Social Development,
55 Parkdale Ave., P.0. Box 3505, Stn. C. Ottawa, Ont. K1Y
4G1 or call (613) 728-1865.

News from the Regions
(continued from page 4)

announced a new instructing police to la charges in domestic 
violence cases, and refer the victim to ‘support services ‘. Our 
shelters are overflowing, treatment programs for batterers are 
cut, waiting lists for help for women and children are long, there 
are little or no support services ‘in rural Alberta - and there will 
be no additional funds to support this ‘’new intiative

Yukon
Jan Wood, Northern B.C./ Yukon
regional representative
Madeleine Gould has lived in the Yukon since 1946, 
working as a miner near the creeks of Dawson City. For 
the past three years she has been involved in a territory 
wide controversy regarding her denial of membership into 
the all male Yukon Order of Pioneers. Her message is 
Strong and clear, Women were pioneers too in the North 
and their lives were no easier than the The Yukon Human 
Rights Commission supported her and in January 1989 
decided that she was a victim of sexual They ordered the 
Pioneers to change their gender based approach to a 
person based approach but much to the disgust of many 
northern Feminists, the Pioneers filed an appeal of the 
Board of Adjudicators decision. For 18 months the case 
was in limbo but finally in October 1990 this unique case 
was heard before the Yukon Supreme Court. The judge 
has decided to take six weeks to make à decision.
it's very important for Yukon women to be able to join

history of the women s movement were we made 50
aware of the grassroots support for the work of feminist
organizations.

The Newfoundland and Labrador provincial govern-
ment along with regional Secretary of State officials,
meeting with this province s seven Women's Centres was
an unprecedented event.

Information on negotiations with our federal and
provincial governments must be shared across the coun-
try to allow our efforts for the continuation of the Fed-
eral Women's Program to remain. The victory of our
Women s Centres in having à government decision
reversed should remain à sign of hope that collectively
feminists and their supporters can make a difference.

Uranium mining is expected to burgeon as proposed mines 
in Saskatchewan and NWT come into production. Ontario 
Hydro ts investing millions in 1990 on for Its Demand/
Supply Plan which includes 10 to 15 new nuclear reactors 
over 25 years.
Costs could reach $200 billions. Still, the required 
environmental hearings are only in preparation. Voice of 
Women in an intervenor. 

A sorry of damage to the environment and to present and 
future generations from radiation accompanies such 
plans. Deadly radioactivity has northerner’s life-style. 
Low level continuous exposure (from power-lines to 
electric blankets) S shown to promote cancer - especially 
lung and bone cancer. In Ontario, the Gardner report 
adds that British nuclear workers have fathered 
leukaemic children at up to eight times the national 
average.
Tailings from mine waste have leached their radioactivity 
into river systems. Spent fuel rods from reactors, future 
de-commissioning of plants, randon emissions during 
operation, accidents during transport, human error are 
other dangers of nuclear power generation. 

No Safe Disposal

Jane Patricia Evans

But it is more than saving money which has prompted
the Conservatives to move in this direction. Às with re-
cent changes to the unemploymen nsurance system, Ot-
tawa wants to rid rtself of responsibility for health care,
education, welfare and social services.

The consequences of Bill C-69 will be fast and catas-
trophK. Currently Ottawa contributes about $59-bilhion
for these programs. With the cap in place, Ottawa 's con-
tribution would be reduced each year until it reaches zero
by the year 2004.

NAC s Social Policy Committee has joined in the cam-
paign against Bill C-69. Headed by the Canadian Council
on Social Development, it is supported by a number of
major social organizations. Besides the Tories, the only
organization to come out in support of the legislation
is the Business Council on National issues. These are the
same corporate spokespersons who touted free trade and
are now behind the Goods and Services Tax.

the Pioneers as they are a very public and prestigious 
group that contribute greatly to the history of the Territory. 
Says Paul O ‘Brian, lawyer for the Yukon Human Rights 
Commission, When the public wants to find out about 
Yukon history, one goes to the archives and finds there is 
the history of the North from a purely male perspective.
As this case involves a section of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights which is largely untried in Canadian courts, it has 
national significance to all Canadian women. It will show 
that it is no longer acceptable for women to be excluded 
from historical recognition. Women have a rightful role in 
history and being barred from groups like the Yukon Order 
of Pioneers is another example of prejudice against 
women.

On a similar note, in an effort to overcome our male
dominated history books, the local Women's Centre in
Whitehorse is planning to do some research into the role
of women during the construction of the Alaska High-
way. Às 1992 commemorates the 50th anniversary of the
nighway, a number of events will be taking place and
we are determined to have equal space along with the
men. We intend to acknowledge the negative impacts
ofthe ‘opening of the north" as much as the positives.
For example, the army brought many diseases that were
unknown to the Aboriginal people and in many ways the
highway marked the beginning of the exploitation of
their culture by non-Native society. For women, both Na-
tive and non-Native, the impact of this historical event
was of such significance we cannot let it go unrecorded
and forgotten.

There is still no legislation in Alberta on pay equity and our Minister 
responsible of Women s issues continues to believe it would be  
ineffective in changing attitudes .
Furthermore, sexual orientation is sUII absent from our Individual 
Rights Protection Act.

Provincial Legislations

As soon às C-69 was announced, NAC Committee 
members in Toronto approached the Ontario government to 
launch a legal challenge against the bill. British Columbia 
successfully argued that Ottawa had unilaterally broken the 
agreement without provincial consent. The Ontario, Alberta 
and Manitoba governments have joined as interveners. 
They are arguing tha tOttawa is contravening the Charter 
of Rights by treating citizens in the affected provinces 
differently than in other parts of Canada. The Native 
Council of Canada and the United Native Nations of B.C. 
have also intervened arguing that Bill C-69 will 
disproportionably affect aboriginal peoples. Justice Minister 
Kim Campbell says she will hold off until the Supreme 
Court has decided on the legality of the legislation.

NAC Takes Action
Women's Centres

Nuclear Waste- Cause for Alarm

NAC's Survival of the Planet / Environment Committee 1 
an intervenor, having retained Anne Lindsey of 
“Concerned Citizens of Manitoba” for our presentation, on 
November 22nd in Winnipeg. NAC 5 brief deals with 
concerns of member-groups, making the link as well with 
nuclear weapons.
The original reason for mining uranium in Ontario was for 
atomic weapons used at Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
1945. Even today, tritium ts extracted as a Dy-product Tor 
sale to the U.S which is still making nuclear weapons.

NAC's briet stresses the need for the federal and provincial 
governments to shift from a pro-nuclear position to 
research and funding for energy efficiency, renewable 
sources of power - solar, wind and tide.
What s wrong with incentives in rate structures to reward 
power conservation in Canada, where we use more per 
capita than any other industrialized nation? Only in 
Canada you say? Yes, only in Canada!

Dr. Rosalie Bertell calls Canada's devotion to nuclear 
power an addition, in contrast to its decline and sometimes 
phase-out worldwide since Three-Mile land and Chernobyl.

This scheme !s part of its free trade agenda, to create a ‘ level 
playing field" with the U.S. where such services are delivered on a 
sporadic basis depending on the ability of state governments to 
deliver. In addition, without federal funding, provinces will become 
less and less able to provide vital social programs, opening the 
door for corporate (mainly U.S.) operators to move in.
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Le CCA participe aux consultations pre-budgeétaires

la présidente
Rapport de

En novembre, le CCA participait à deux consultations pré-
budgétaires avec le gouvernement conservateur. Nous avons 
tenté, sans succès, d’obtenir la promesse du Ministry des finances 
Michael Wilson que son prochain budget viendrait en aide aux 
personnes les plus affectées par la récession économique. Au lieu 
de s’inquiéter de leur sort, M. Wilson

Tous les ans, k& CCA rappelle au gouvernement par quelles 
mesures il pourrait améliorer la qualité de vie des femmes, des 
enfants et des hommes au Canada. En voici quelques exemples:

Le financement des 
Centres de femmes La 
TPS et le Sénat L'été 
des autochtones 150 
banderoles Libre-choix

Un programme national de services de garde: les allègements fiscaux, les petites allocations aux parents et | aide aux 
garderies commerciales ne sont pas des mesures suffisantes face à la gravité du problème et au manque de places en 
garderies.

Les coupures dans le Programme promotion de là femme:
il faudrait que le budget minimal pour les femmes cor-
responde à 2$ par femme au Canada.

(suite à la page 2)
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NOUVELLES DU COMITE CANADIEN D'ACTION SUR LE STATUT DE LA FEMME

Ruth Rose, Comité de la campagne sur l'avenir de
l'emploi des femmes

Le 2 novembre dernier, Judy Rebick et Marjorie Cohen,
ainsi que les représentants d'autres groupes d interven-
tion sociale, ont participé aux consultations pré-
budgétaires en présence du ministre des Finances Michael

Wilson. Le 7 novembre, Judy Rebick et Huguette Léger
ont rencontré le Secrétaire d'État aux finances, John
McDermid, avec une demi-douzaine d'autres groupes de
femmes. Voici quelques extraits (ou résumés) du mémoire
que nous leur avons présente.

Les principales mesures budgétaires du gouvernement
actuel, qui a réduit ses dépenses en matière de
programmes sociaux et augmenté le fardeau fiscal des
particuliers tout en allègeant celui des entreprises,
témoignent d'une grave incapacité à comprendre les
véritables besoins des Canadien-ne-s et à élaborer des
stratégies économiques pour y répondre. Les problèmes
les plus aigus que vivent les Canadien-ne-s sont les taux
élevés de chômage, les énormes disparités régionales,
les inégalités sociales et l'insuffisance des services sociaux.

Même les réduct ns drastiques des dépenses sociales
du gouvernement n'ont pas résolu le problème des 10
milliards de dollars qui alourdissent annuellement le
déficit fédéral, et ce à cause de Îla hausse des taux d'in-
térêt depuis 1987. Les dépenses gouvernementales ne
sont pas incontrôlables, même si le gouvernement et le
milieu des affaires essaient souvent de le faire croire.

C'est le gouvernement, et non les consommateurs ou
les travailleurs, qui est responsable de la hausse des prix.
Les hausses des taxes de ventes des budgets précédents
et la hausse des taux d'intérêt, qui est censée combattre
l'inflation, sont les principaux facteurs de l'inflation.

De plus en plus, les craintes que nous nourrissions à
l'égard de l'Accord de libre-échange s avèrent parfaite-
ment fondées. Les pertes d'emploi se sont muitipliées et
ce, principalement dans les industries du secteur
manufacturier employant surtout des femmes... Le milieu
des affaires a fait pression sur le gouvernement pour qu il
réduise sa contribution aux programmes S0CIaux... Tous
les jugements importants en matière d'échanges com-
merciaux nous ont été défavorables, depuis celui concer-
nant la pêche en Colombie-Britannique jusqu'à celui de
l'acier à Sydney... Notre déficit s élevait à 20 milliaras
pour 1989 et sera encore plus grand cette annee... Nous
invitons le gouvernement à résilier cet accord et à ne pas
participer aux négociations sur le libre-échange avec le
Mexique.

Le Comité canadien d'action à connu un automne mou-
vementé. Nous avons été impliquées dans piusteurs GOssiI-
ers importants. En septembre le CCA s était lié à drivers

Fin septembre, le CCA participait à la formation d'un
Réseau sur l'équité en empioi compose d une coairtion de

à l'échelle pan-canaditenne. A la Tle heure, k Secrétariat
d'Etat témoignant d une mesquinerie inconcevaDlie, refusa
aux participant-es l'argent promis. Plusieurs détéqué-e-s vi-
vant du bien-être social ont dû emprunter pour paver leurs

d'hébergement.et.de transport pour retourner. Gans
eur rédon.

En octobre, le CCA participait au projet banderoles dont
plus de 150, confectionnées par des femmes de partout, fur-
ent exhibées sur la colline partementaire au moment où se
tenait La Conférence des runistres du Commonwealth
responsables des dossiers des fernmes. Ce fut un tèmotg-
nage impressionnant de la force et de l'étendue du mouve-
ment des Temmes.

sénateurs pour forcer le passage de la TPS.

Leg élections en Ontario
Nouvelles des régions

. la réforme qui va bientôt entrer en
vigueur aura des effets particulièrement négatifs pour
les femmes en une période où le chômage est à la hausse:
la décision du gouvernement de ne plus contribuer au
financement du régime est une mesure tout à fait
déplorable

La TPS, une taxe inflationniste et régressive, affectera tout
particulièrement les fernmes, qui constituent la majorité
des pauvres et des personnes à revenus modestes; le
crédit prévu est trop fate et n'est pas pleinement InGexe.












