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were men, and a few women who could write comfortably
according to the housewife formula.... Today, the deciding
voice on most of these magazines is cast by men...the...
formulas which have dictated the new housewife image are
the produets of men's ninds." (pp47-8) \

rlotherhood. Discuss the following:

"For the mother, breast-feeding becomes a complement to the
act of creation. It gives her a heightened sense of ful-
fillment and allows her to participate in a relationship

as close to perfection as any that a woman ean hope te
aehieve.... The simple Fact of giving birth, however, does
not in itself fulfill this need and longing....Motherlineas
is a way of life. It enables a woman to express her total
self with the tender feelings, the protective attitudes, the
eneampassing love of the motherly waman." (p51)

What are the implications, for us, of the rollowing:

"When a mystique is strong, it makes its own fiction of
fact. It feeds on the very faets which might contradist
it, and seeps into every corner of the-culture, bemusing
even the sqcial crities." (p53)

_Woman's- Problem.

"..the logic of the fleminine mystique redefined the very
hature -of woman's problem...now that woman is seen only in
terms of her sexual role, the barriers to the realization

of her full potential, the prejudices which deny her full
participatinn in the world, are no longer problems. THE

ONLY PROBLEMS NUY ARZ THOSE THAT IIIGHT DISTURB HER ADJUSTMENT
AS A HOUSEWIFE....In the women's magazines, it is solved
either by dyeing one's hair blonde or by having another
baby."  (p54)

a. What is the importanee of who does the defining?
b. Is this situation true today?

Discuss the weaning of the word "woman" in light "of this 5
statement: "2y

"ee..this new image which insists she is not a person byt
a 'woman,' by definition barred from the freedom of human
existence and a voice in human destiny." (p6l)

" What kind of label is this word? Is it merely descriptive
of gender?

"Even the brightest boys at home want just a sweet, pretty girl."

a. What does this say about men?
b. About "love"?
®. About us, if we go along?

OCCUPATION: HOUSZEWIFE
Is this a legitimate occupation? In discussing, consider

this question: "Why does 'Oceupation: housewife' require
such insistent glamorizing year after year?" (p58)



